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How could our internation- 
al cricket team bat so badly in 
their first innings, stage an ex- 
citing fightbaek, and then col- 
lapse again? 

Forensic and photographic 
evidence, expert statements 
from newspaper commentators, 
and eye-witnesses from cricket 
grounds around the country, 
suggest the answer is that Eng- 
land are hopeless. But l believe 
the answer is more complicat- 
ed. Perhaps the match is rigged 
and England have deliberately 
thrown die Ashes series. 

I immediately telephoned 
Scotland Yard where a 
spokesman would only say tha t 
he was “not aware” of any cur- 
rent investigation into allegation 
of bribe-taking -dear proof that 
a major inquiry . 

Underworld contacts later 
confirmed that Englan d's per- 
formances during the summer 
have been criminal 

Questions to the England 
management as to whether they 
expected their men to be 
charged with impersonating an 
international cricket team went 
unanswered. 

The crowd would not have 
looked out of place at a church j 
fete. A mixture of the frightfully I 
nice, frightfully well-dressed 
and just plain frightful they 
seemed happy to applaud Eng- 
land’s latest attempt to avoid 
farther humiliation. 

While patrolling the perime- 

- ier of tne ground 1 found 
'. evidence of further mis- 
• . demeanours. Why, on a hot Au- 
; gust day, at one of the most 

- prestigious matches of the year, 

.. are spectators offered fish 
. - and chips and huge sausages 
V from a selection of fast-food 

- vans? - 

Sik& fare is not available in 
. the numerous executive boxes. 

: Satfly, many of the corporate 
, . guests did not appear to be in- 
terested in what was happened 

on the pitch. More than an hour 

after play resumed following 
£ 'lunch, most of the corporate 
^ boxes were empty. 

A trawl around the bars re- 
v vealed dozens Of men watching 
P tfre codcei on the television-As 
Mope elderly gentleman ex- 
it plained: “You can see every- 
tfcmp much more dearly on the 
Ty and there is someone toieu 
-i-wju wbafs haw>«img." 

the pitch, 

* the learn h«k into contention. 

y ftm as the day came towards 

isieiktit baoked as if England 
'.'v&ei. o hoe again beading for 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Labour party managers have 
delayed publishing the results of 
an inquiry into a second party 
scandal in Scotland to avoid fur- 
ther embarrassment in the run- 
up to next month's devolution 
vote. 

A report into allegations of 
widespread misbehaviour by 
Labour councillors in Glasgow 
is thought to recommend the 
suspension and possible expul- 
sion from the Labour group of 
up to half a dozen members and 

censuring around 20 more. One 
Labour source said: “When 
this comes out, if the Labour 
party investigators have done 
their job right, it will make 


events in Paisley pale into in- 
significance.’' 

The report has been prepared 
by a sub-committee of Labour's 
ruling national executive, and its 
findings are expected to be 
damning. 

The investigation was 
launched in June and original- 
ly centred around suggestions 
that councillors Were allocated 
trips on delegations and places 
on council dinners on the basis 
of tbeir loyalty when voting in 
debates in Labour group meet- 
ings. *Ih"o main factions in Glas- 
gow council centre around the 
leader, Bob Gould, and his 
deputy Gordon McDermott. 

However, the remit has been 
extended to cover the political 
in-fighting in the council, which 


has paralysed the leadership, 
and suggestions that councillors 
have assaulted members of 
staff 

One of those who was inter- 
viewed by the investigators said: 
“They were interested in the 
general conduct of the group 
and how members behaved." 

The Independent has learned 
that the report, which has been 
completed, criticises the be- 
haviour of up to a quarter of 
Labour’s 75 councillors in the 
city and recommends the ex- 
pulsion of between four and six. 
Many councillors may face 
charges under Labour's catch all 
offence of bringing the party 
into disrepute. 

Although interviews with 50 
councillors were completed ear- 


ly last month. Labour did not 
want its findings to emerge un- 
til after the ll September de- 
volution referendum and it is 
now expected to be presented 
for approval by the meeting of 
Labour’s ruling National Ex- 
ecutive Committee next month. 

Labour's image in Scotland 
has been tarnished by the sus- 
pension of two of its MPs in sep- 
arate investigations, Mohamed 
Sarwar (Glasgow Go van) and 
Ibtrunv Graham (Renfrewshire 
West).' 

The Tories have capitalised 
on allegations of Labour 
"sleaze" and have used pictures 
of the men on a Tbry poster op- 
posing devolution. If full details 
of the report on Glasgow leaked 
out, party managers fear the im- 


pact on the devolution debate 
could be catastrophic. 

A majority of Glasgow’s 
Labour councillors are full time 
and many of the complaints cen- 
tre around the allocation of key 
committee posts, worth salaries 
of up to £20,000 for a chair- 
manship and £12,000 for a 
deputy chairmanship. 

Gordon Archer, who recently 
defected to the Scottish Na- 
tional Party from Labour said: 
“These posts are not allocated 
on the basis of ability, but on the 
basis of loyalty. If you low the 
line, you get a good job, which 
is pretty rich given that of these 
people are unemployable else- 
where." 

There has also been criticism 
of the use of the Common 


Good Fund, a £2m fund ob- 
tained from the sale of Glas- 
gow’s gasworks in the 1920s and 
whose proceeds are at the dis- 
posal of the Provost (the equiv- 
alent of the mayor). 

At least £2,000 was allocated 
to pay for a fleet of limousines 
to take 20 leading councillors 
and their spouses to the Edin- 
burgh Tkttoo list year and there 
are also suggestions that mon- 
ey from the fund has been used 
to pay for councillors expenses 
on delegations after their ap- 
plication to go on the trips has 
been turned down by the rele- 
vant committee. 

The investigation considered 
allegations that these council- 
lors were being rewarded for 
their loyalty. They also heard 


suggestions that all such trips 
were also such rewards. 

The Glasgow scandal will 
add to Labour’s woes in local 
government which is rapidly tar- 
nishing its clean inume and 
may cost it dear in its fust ma- 
jor electoral test, the May 1998 
local elections. In Doncaster, 
five councillors and a local par- 
ty have been suspended also 
amidst allegations of junketing, 
while in Hackney the party has 
split over accusations and 
counter-accusations of corrup- 
tion. 

A local Labour Party 
spokesman confirmed that the 
report "was expected to be 
presented to the NEC in 
September. 
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Millennium 
Dome may 
have to move 




Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

The mill r rmmrn dome may have 
to be moved from its Greenwich 
home in 2001 because of a split 
between the two organisations 
in charge of the project. 

The New Millennium Expe- 
rience Company, NMEC, which 
fe running tne year-long exhibi- 
tion, wants its building to stay cm 

the site as a possible Olympic 
sports stadium or as a theme 
rark. The company is talking to 
both the Sports Council and the 
Tussaud’s Group about plans to 
develop the dome. 

But sources at English Part- 
nerships, which owns the land, 
say h would prefer to see the 
dome moved so that other 
lefeure facilities and parks could 
be pul there for community use. 
It 'plans touse the exhibition car 

mirk for bouses as part of a new 

London “urban quarter” - 
Hie difference of opinion Was 
revealed after the minister vcith- 
out portfolio, Peter Mand elson, 
announced that the structure 
TOuid haven Teflon roof instead 

of PVC to extend its fife. There 

were reports that the German 
company which waste haw 
made the coating would be paid 
up to £500.000 compensation. 
Last night Mr Mandelson 


.freer been was arrested w 

lamecrionwtht he au riCT 
of the British backpacker 
iftx Hunter and has cmi- 
fessedhfcguiK. Piaget 


Hair pony 

Tow Blair and the French 
prime minister Lionel Jospin 
had lunched together in the 
south of France. The three 
Blair children were given a 
foal called Justin. Page? 


appeared to give some backing 
to plans for a stadium which 
would be linked bv a new Tube 
line to Wembley and which he 
believes could host the Olympics 
in 200S, although he stressed this 
was not government policy. 

“London will be bidding for 
those games at some stage. We 
will need the sorts of facilities, 
the possibility for which is cre- 
ated on the Greenwich penin- 
sula, if we are going to compete 
successfully for holding the 
games in the future," he said. 

However, Mr Mandelson 
alcn confirmed that the dome 
could be moved. “We are look- 
ing at a number of options and 
included in those options is 
the possibility that the dome 
may go elsewhere," he said. 

Sources at English Partner- 
ships said they favoured mov- 
ing the dome. “We are veiy 
much looking at this as. a new 
quarter for London. I think our 
preference is that probably It 
goes,” one official said. 

Gez Sagar, spokesman for 
NMEC, said it was keen to see 
the dame stay where it was. “Wfe 
would love to see it staying on 
the site and for another _ oper- 
ator to come m and take it oyer 
and use it to its fup potential 
It's gomg to be an ffltenfflnon- -^ 

allv famous buMng and it’s go- " 
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ing to be a landmark," he said. 

A spokeswoman for Pearson, 
which owns the company that 
runs Madame Tussaud’s, said it 
had been app readied with a 
view to putting a theme park on 
the site. She could not say pre- 
cisely who had made the con- 
tact. “They have been in touch 
with us saying, “Please, please 
are you interested?’ The truth 
is maybe, yes. It is obviously an 
interesting option," she said. 

A spokesman for the Sports 
Council said its plan could in- 
dude facilities for local use, but 
would also provide a major sta- 
dium for international compe- 
titions. “We have already talked 
with Greenwich along these 
lines, and we are very excited to 
see that this idea ofa long-term . 
option is catching on. We are . 
very keen for a sporting option 


to be considered," he said. 

The £14m roof coating win 
now be supplied bya New York 
company called Birdair. The 
origmal German coating would 
have cost £6.im. The dome 
wifi ast for at least 25 years, twice 
as long as originally planned. 


Mir to control: 
our problem 
is fixed... 



Helen Womack 

Moscow 

After a last-minute panic over 
two leaks, Russian cosmonaut 
Pavel Vinogradov, backed by his 
commander Anatoly Solovyov, 
finally floated into the vacuum 
of Miris Spektr module yester- 
day to restore power to the sta- 
tion which had been impaired 
since a collision with a cargo 
craft in June. The success of the 
high-risk operation changed 
the run of bad luck on the 11- 
year-old complex and went a 
good way to restoring confi- 
dence in Russia's cash-strapped 
space programme. 

Michael Foale, the British- 
born astronaut who took a back 
seat while his Russian col- 
leagues carried out the space re- 
pairs, said yesterday had been 
a “super d3y" which showed that 
Mir, for all its technical faults, 
was “fixable". 

The media had been led to 
expect that Commander 
Solovyov, one of Russia’s most 
experienced cosmonauts, would 
make the dangerous “internal 
space walk” into the airless 
Spektr module, where the least 
Hole piece of drifting debris 
coddbringdeath if it punctured 
a space suit. But he allowed his 


junior to become the hero, pro- 
viding back-up at the hatch 
while Vinogradov went into 
the dark hole of Spektr feet-ftrst 

Despite the very real hazards, 
the cosmonauts kept the mood 
light by joking with each other 
and officials at Mission ControL 
"There are some white crystals 
flying around like soap," Vino- 
gradov reported as he fumbled 
about in the cramped capsule, 
illuminated by torch light. 

“1 think it’s my shampoo," the 
voice of Foale came over the ra- 
dio. The guest astronaut, whose 
sleeping quarters had been in 
Spektr, was siLting for safety in 
the Sqyuz rocket which all three 
spacemen would have used in 
an emergency to evacuate Mir. 

It was no laughing matter ear- 
lier in the day when two leaks 
were found, one in the docking 
chamber just outside the mod- 
ule and one in the left-hand 
glove of Vinogradov's suit. 

Once inside Spektr, Vino- 
gradov began reconnecting 11 
cables which had to be un- 
plugged after the June collision. 
Thus full power returned to Mir, 
which gets its energy from so- 
lar panels covering the exteri- 
or, including the outside surface 
of Spektr. 

Walk on the wild side, page 12 
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CONCORDE FOR ONLY £199 

Concorde subsonic flight to Manchester on 20 August 
or 10 September • coach return to Heathrow £199 

PARIS OR NEW YORK 

Eurostar to Paris on 10 Sept. • two nights at the Nikfeo 
e city tour • Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £599 

BA 747 to New York on any day • four nights at the 
Hilton (Inc. Sat) • BA Concorde to Heathrow £2,499 
or £1,999 with the Air France Concorde via Paris 

CUBA AND BARBADOS 

Fly from Gatwick to Havana on 27 Dec. • four nights at 
luxury hotel with tours • Concorde supersonic to Barbados 
• six nights at Sam Lord’s • return to Gatwick £1,999 

THE RYDER CUP WITH QE2 

Two night QE2 cruise to Spain on 22 SepL • five nights 
with entry to Ryder Cup • Concorde to Heathrow £2,399 

ORIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Four night Oriana cruise on 5 October from Southampton 
to Tenerife via Madeira • Concorde to Heathrow £1 .399 

Concorde supersonic to Tenerife on 9 October • six 
night Oriana cruise to Southampton via La Palma, __ 
Lanzarote and Vigo • Orient- Express to Victoria £ 1,799 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 15 October • two 
night Oriana cruise to Zebrugge via Cherbourg •tour 
Bruges and Brussels • Concorde to Heathrow £999 

Concorde to Brussels on 17 October • tour the capital and 
Bruges • overni ght Oriana cruise to Southampton £699 

Concorde to Tenerife on 6 November • seven night 
Oriana cruise to Southampton via Grand Canaria, Lanzarote 
and Casablanca • Orient-E xpress to Victoria £1 ,999 

For our full colour brochure, please telephone: 

_ 0181-992 7000 ^ 

St SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL H 

WMKl 43, Woodhurst Rond. London, W3 6SS 
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Vegetarian CJD victim 
raises fears of time bomb’ 

The latest victim of the fatal “new variant” Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
disease (v-CJD) probably caught it from food infected with mad 
cow disease at a time when the disease was “underground” in the 
food supply, and 10 times less widespread than in the Late Eighties. 
On that basis, there could be a rapid growth over the next 5-10 
years in the number of v-CID cases, with numbers rising steeply in 
proportion to that of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) - 
which grew from the first case in 1985 to a peak of 36,681 in 1992. 

Roger Tbmkins. whose daughter Clare, 24, is in the final stages 
of the incurable brain disorder, added that Britain could be “sitting 
on a time bomb” of v-CJD caused by eating meals infected with 
BSE. Ms Tomkins has been a strict vegetarian since 19SS - when 
the first case of BSE was identified on a farm about 25 miles from 
her home in Tonbridge, Kent. Her case indicates that v-CJD can 
have an incubation period of at least 1 2 years. 

Professor Roy Anderson of the zoology department at the 
University of Oxford has studied the BSE epidemic, in which 

161.000 cases have been confirmed in Britain since 1985. He 
calculates that 446XKJ0 infected animals were used in the food 
supply to the end of 1989, when the most infectious parts of the 
animals - the brains and spinal cords - were banned, and another 

283.000 between 1989 and 1996. 

Ms To mkins is the 25th known v-CfD victim in Britain. In 2995 
there were three deaths, in 1996 ten, and 1997 looks set to double 
last year’s figure. If all the cases so far originate from before 1985, 
the next few years could see a rapid jump. Charles Arthur- 

‘Big Issue’ wins lottery cash 

The Arts Council yesterday made the first cash' allocations under its 
£2 9m Arts for Everyone scheme, and left sellers of the Big Issue 
magazine for the homeless £125,000 better off with a grant for the 
Big Issue Video T raining Unit to teach them film- and video making 
This was the first of four awards under the lottery-funded 
scheme to be made over the next two years. Acting Arts Council 
secretary-general, Graham Devlin, said the first phase of the 
scheme could not be geographically fair because applicants were 
chosen strictly on merit Nottingham and Suffolk did particularly 
well with several major grants: Suffolk Dance won £390,000, 
Wingfield Arts, of mid-Suffolk, received £199,000, Nottinghamshire 
County Council got £399,000, and Nottingham Playhouse £500,000. 

Critical pupil returns to school 

A schoolgirl who was expelled 
for criticising her teachers but 
then reinstated, said yesterday 
she had been given an 
assurance that she would not 
be victimised. Sarah Briggs, 15 
(left), was told she could 
return to Queen Elizabeth's 
Girls School at Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire, when the 
new term starts next month. 
The decision was taken at a 
meeting of school governors, 
senior teachers and the family 
solicitor on Thursday. 

Sarah was thrown out last 
month halfway through her 
GCSE course after writing to 

a local newspaper claiming that pupils' work was affected by 
teachers absenteeism. .Headteacher Nicola Atkin demanded a 
written apology, but Sarah refused. She wrote a letter to Ms Atkin 
outlining her complaints and was expelled. 

Trevor Phillips, page 15 

Tube workers to ballot over strike 

A London Underground strike came a step closer yesterday when 
the Rafl, Maritime and Transport workers' union announced that it 
was to ballot its 5,000 station staff members on industrial action. 
The move by the unions national executive follows a decision by 
LU management to impose a 2.7 per cent pay offer which has 
already been rejected by RMT staff in a referendum. 

Husband charged with murder 

The husband of missing San die Bowen appeared in court yesterday 
charged with her murder. Forestry worker Mike Bowen, 45, was 
arrested and questioned for three days by detectives investigating 
the disappearance of Mis Bowen. He was charged with her murder 
on Thursday night and remanded in custody for a week when he 
appeared before magistrates at Newport. Gwent. His son, Victor, 

19, was also arrested but was released without charge. 

Mrs Bowen, 53. a catering worker of Liandtigo, Gwent, 
disappeared more than two weeks ago and police launched a major 
hunt for her. Her husband made an appeal for her to get in touch. 

GCSE celebration turns to tragedy 

A 16-year-old schoolboy was electrocuted while trying to a cross 
railway line after celebrating his exam results. The youth, who has 
not been named,' was with a friend when he tried to cross the tracks 
at Sidcup station in south London on Thursday night. He slipped, 
landed on a live rail and died instantly, British Transport Police 
said yesterday. It is believed the youth, of Dartford, Kent, gained 
nine GCSEs. An inquest will be held. 

Conscience gets better of thief 

A thief with a guilty conscience has banded back computer disks 
loaded with the vital work of a leading cancer research scientist 
The five disks were left in a private mail box outside a house in 
Lymiogton, Hampshire, and were then handed into police. The disks 
belong to Professor David Newell. 42, and contain vital research mto 
new drugs for treating cancer patients. The professor, who was 
holidaying at Wimbome in Dorset when the disks were stolen torn 
his car, leads a 20-strong group of scientists at the North of England 
C a ncer Research Camp ai g n based at Newcastle University. 
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SIMPLY THE BEST: Fiftysomething grandmother Tina Tumer gets more Britons bopping than the 
Spice Carls, according to a new survey. Asked to name the tune that tftey just had to get op , 
and dance to, more chose Una Turner’s The Best’ffran the^ri group’s "Wannabe’. The 
Guinness Book of British Hit Singles survey of l^OQpeople^edbetween IB and 55 found 
Hurt' the Prodigy's ‘Rrestarter* beat ‘Wannabe’ into t hi rd place oothe fist of top ten dance 
~ floor favourites. Fourth came the Gloria Gaynor classic *1 WIU So rv|ve% followed by Abba's 
‘Danci ng Queen fn the chart of top ten-summer songs, Cfrff Richard took third place with 
/Summer Hofiday', behind ‘Summertime 1 by Fresh Prince & DJ Jazzy Jeff and ‘In the 
: . Summertime’ by ShaggyNumber one lover song wes Whjtney Hoostxm’s T Will Always Love 
You’ while ‘Orinoco Row* by Enya was named as the best song bo wind down to. 


Flagship drama set to sail 
as Hdlick saves Hornblower 


H oratio Hornblower Is set to sail the high seas 
again after the most ambitious drama project 
in the history of ITV has been saved by the in- 
tervention of Lord Holiick’s United News & Media. 

The £10m adaptation of the Hornblower books by 
CS Forester has been running into pro biemsr because 
of delays in building a replica 18th century frigate that 
will be the star of the Napoleonic adventure stories. 

Riming had been due to start in the Black Sea last 
month but problems with the replica Indefatigable which 
is being built In Turkey caused United News & Media 
to step in. 

The boat was taking forever to bu9d and there were 
fears that the whole thing would end up massively over 
budget," a source on the production has been reported 
assaying. 

So far the only major role to be cast is that of Horn- 
blower himself. For the part played by Gregory Peck 
in the 1951 Hollywood version, fTV has poked unknown 
actor loan Grufiudd. Actresses Kate Becfdnsate and 
Samantha Morton have been linked with the part of 
Homblower’s french mistress. 

In addition to the major characters Unfied is Wring 
150 extras from the Ukraine forthe drama’s large bat- 
tle scenes. 


Actor hurt in 
‘road-rage’ 
fracas 

The actor star Martin Shaw Is 
considering taking legal action 
against a bus driver whom he 
claims assaulted him in a 
road-rage style attack. 

Shaw. 51, who played Doyle in 
The Professionals, claims he was 

almost kffled when the driver 

launched an unprovoked attack on 
him. He has a three-inch gash 
under his diin and was seeing an 
osteopath yesterday for treatment 
for bruised ribs. 

Shaw was cycling to a matinee 
performance of Oscar Wilde's An 
Ideal Husband at the Haymarket 
Theatre in London's West End 
when he became involved in a 
feud with the driver of the number 
52 bus near Hyde Park Comer. 

The bus seemed to come 
straight at me then the driver threw 
his lunch box a! me through the 
window. I have no idea what 
sparked it off. He leapt out of his 


f 


“We always knewthis was going to be a mammoth 
task," said Vernon Lawrence, head of United Rim and 
TV. “But remember this is the third attempt to make 
Hornblower - Thames tried to do it before and so did 
the BBC. It is just taking a Tittle longer than expect- 

Riming wHJ now start on 14 September but only two 
oftheplanned films can be made this year before win- 
ter seas endanger the production and the crew. The 
24-gtm frigate Iras had to be made to modem safety 
-standards while looking as authentic as possible. 

- Mr Lawrence said: “It was a hugely complicated job 
which meant it just fell behind schedule." 

The vessel is the idea of Surrey boat-builder 
Rachael Turk and is the first hand-built wooden frigate 
to be built for 150 years. He used the Maritime Mu- 
seum in Greenwich, south-east London to research 
its design. 

The plan is that if the first four Hornblower films are 
a ratings success the boat can be used for a long-run- 
ning series, thereby amortising the building costs over 
■ time. It will also be made available to tourist charters 
to help pay its way and is reportedly destined to be 
part of Greenwich's Millennium celebrations. 

Paul McCann 


Jail threat lifted 
from eco-warrior 



cab and came at me with fists and 
feet These things happen between 
men from time to time - it was 
definitely what you call road rage." 

Shaw’s agent Ann Hutton, 
admits he called the driver an 
abusive name during the incident. 

“He is resting at the moment 
because his torso is swollen with 
bruises. We are considering 
prosecuting, he has been bashed 
up quite badly." 

A Lon don Transport spokesman 
confirmed that there had been an 
incident involving a cyclist and a bus 
driver at about 2pm on Thursday. 


A environmental protester dubbed 
“Captain Greenpeace" escaped 
being jailed yesterday after toe oil 
giant BP withdrew legal action 
against him. 

Jon Castle was one of a group 
of Greenpeace activists involved in 
the controversial occupation of a 
drilling rig to publicise toe 
environmental impact of oil 
exploration off the Scottish coast 

Yesterday he was ordered to 
appear at toe Court of Session in 
Edinburgh after BP alleged his 
involvement had breached an 
earlier court order banning him 
from taking such action. 

The court was told that BP no 
longer wanted to pursue toe action 
following its decision to abandon a 
Cl .4m claim for damages against 
Greenpeace. 

Richard Keen QC, for BP toe 
parent company of Britoil pic, said: 
"In light of the claim for damages 
that has been withdrawn, it is not 
the intention of Britoil to insist on 
this complaint" 


Swim star turns tables in homecoming row 


Irish swimmer Michelle de Bruin 
last night turned the tables on the 
Dublin government in a row over 
plans to stage no official welcome 
for her return from the European 
Championships in Spain. 

After stressing that she did not 
see the move as a snub, De Bruin 
- who has already won three 
medals at the European event to 


add to the four she collected at 
last year’s Olympic Games - 
invited Sports Minister Dr Jim 
McDaid to a reception of her own. 
which will be held near Dublin 
Airport on Monday. 

Earlier Dr McDaid said he did 
not want to organise a ministerial 
airport welcome as he believed 
the spotlight should focus 


exclusively on the multi medal- 
winner. Distancing his decision 
from drugs-linked controversy that 
has dogged De Bruin's success. 
Dr McDaid said he would abe 
“delighted" to attend toe 
reception. “J was merely making 
the point that airport 
homecomings were not toe place 
for politicians." 



MONEY 

Principles before profit t 
as investors get ethical • ~ 

The ethical investment sector is booming, despite befog written off 

as a hippy-type fed just a few years ago. * 

New figures indicate that growing numbers of people are -jv/j . 
becoming more choosy about where their money is unrated and do 
not want it supporting activities they oppose such as animal testing. 

^TSSiStoffoOMy invested in ethical unit trusts and 
in ves t ment trusts has more than doubled in the last three years, . ; 
according to the figures from the Ethical Investment Research^. . 
Service (EIRIS). In comparison, total funds managed by all UK. .. 

unit and investment trusts have grown by only 55 per cenL . 

Ethical investment is defined as choosing investments; according 
to your values and beliefs. Many ethical investors steer dear of 
'companies which, for example, are involved in pesticides, anim al 
testing or nuclear power. . 

EIRIS says many people with pension plans or endowment 
mortgages may be indirectly supporting an activity they are 

. ethical fund was set up in 1984 and there are now mpre 

than 40. Many of them actively seek out envfro/mentally-fnendN 
companies. In June this year the total amount managed by ethical 
funds was £l.465bn compared with £672m in July 1994. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Shops flouting cigarettes ban 

Attempts to catch oat tobacconists who sell cigarettes to children 
by sending youngsters into shops to attempt lo make a purchase 
may be a waste of time, research suggested yesterday. 

Surveys of two schools m Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, revealed 
that large num bers of children under the legal age limit of 16 were 
buying cigarettes from local shops, with only a small percentage 
being turned away. But test sales carried out by the local trading 
standards office - m which a child is recruited to try to buy . 
ci gar ettes — gave no indication of a problem. Not a single test ? 
purchase was made and hence there were no prosecutions. 

The surveys, led by paediatrician Dr Mark Bagott from 
Newcastle University, were 
conducted at two schools in 
May 1995 and May 1996. At 
the first school 39 per cent 
of giris aged 14 to 15 and 26 
per cent of boys were 
regular smokers. At the 
second, the figures were 24 
per cent of girls and 14 per 
cent of boys. 

A total of 95 per cent of 
children who regularly 
smoked bought cigarettes 
from shops at least once a 
week. Only 2.5 per cent in 
1995 and 6 per cent in 1996 
reported ever having had 
someone refuse to sell them 
cigarettes. The findings are 
reported in yesterday's 
British Medical Journal. 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


I 

Adoption procedures criticised 

Local authorities are providing a poor quality adoption service, a* ‘ 
report revealed yesterday. 

Inspections of seven local authorities by the Soda! Services 
Inspectorate found the adoption process is littered with avoidable 
delays, poor management and momtoring/rhe report - For 
Children s Sake Part II -An Inspection of Local Authority Post 
Placement and Post-Adoption Services - documents the radical 
changes in the needs of children placed for adoption over the last 
decade. 

The agency’s chief inspector. Sir Herbert Laming, said adoption 
services must be improved so that adopted children and adults get 
the service they deserve. 

“The findings of recent inspections in seven local authorities 
raise questions about whether social services departments are 
responding to the challenges presented by adoption.” 

Delays in the adoption process, post-adoption support for 
adoptive and birth families, services for adopted adults, and a lack 
of co mmi tment to foter-countiy adoption are the key issues which 
need to be addressed, he said. 

Paul Boateng, Under-Secretary of State for Health, said the 
findings of the report must be addressed as a matter of urgency. 


SHOPPING 

Heatwave fuels fan sales 

The recent humid weather has made fa n s a hot item for Britain’s 
major electrical retailers said today. 

John Lewis said its total sales were 7 per cent up last week 
compared with the same week a year ago, despite the temperatures 
making for “less than ideal” shopping conditions. Brian 
O’Callaghan, director of trading, said: “The remarkable number 
of fan sales recorded had much to do with a sparkling electrical 
performance.” 

A spokeswoman for Comet, the high street electrical chain, said 
sales had doubled in the last couple of weeks although she could 
not give figures. Dixons, which owns Currys as well as its own 
brand stores, said sales of fans were rising. Tt is clearly down to 
the hot weather,” said a group spokesman. 

John Lewis said the hot weather bad also benefited sales of 
garden furniture, sales of which rose by 66 per cent and w^niiig 
items, where sales were op 40 per cent. 


FOOD ~ 

What sandwiches say about you 

Women prefer prawns - that was the clear message that emerged . 
yesterday from a survey of lunchtime sandwich-ea ting habits. 

Four hundred and fifty young working women took part in the r 
survey by Bread for Life - a campaign encouraging people to eat 
more bread as part of a healthy balanced diet - and one in five 
chose prawn on wheat germ bread as their favourite. Donna 
Dawson, a psychologist, feels this choice reflects an independent 
nigh flier with an interest in health and fitness. 

The bacon butty came a close second with 19 per cent of votes, 
revealing a traditional, romantic, sociable and home-loving woman. 

Egg salad on brown bread also pulied in 19 per cent of votes I 

indicating a confident but cautious personality type. ) 


NEWSPAPERS ' 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% 
of the raw material for UK 
newspapers in 1996 
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Profit 


Hypnosis reveals backpacker’s killer 

inJMJem . at his h°me near TO Aviv ear- was hvDnoM tr, . ■ ' 


news 




Erie SSver 

Jerusalem 

3,111 Jfljo Moyes 

A retired Israeli armv officer 

yesterdaylo themur- 
u r Bnlish backpacker Max 
??9i Dte: r * ®s the law graduate’s 
injured girlfriend pre- 
emouonal meet- 
ing with bis parents. 

Daniel Okev, a 45-year-old 
retired major, shot Mr Hunter 
CHhh“£ funded Charlotte 

Mad 
dogs and 
Morris 
Men set 
out on 
holiday 

f-ucy McDonald and 
Louise Hancock 


Hopes that the hot spell would 
continue for the bank holiday 
were fading yesterday with a 
more traditional damp holiday 
weekend forecast 

Despite the break in the 
recent heatwave, 3 milli on 
undaunted holidaymakers 
flocked to the coast amid pre- 
dictions of chaos on the roads. 

In the Peak District, the Sad- 
dleworth Morris Dancers have 
been collecting rushes ahead of 
a break in the weather in a cer- 
emony that revives a tradition 
that ran up against church au- 
thority earty in the last century. 
^ In a tradition dating back to 
druidical times, two tons of 
rushes are collected each Au- 
gust, loaded oh to a rush cart 
and taken to the parish church 
of St Chad in Saddleworth, to 
spread on its floor - originally 
to form a compost to warm the 
church through the winter. 

In the eaify I9th century a lo- ■ 
cal bishop objected to the church 
being used like a cattle shed and 
rush spreading in the church was - 
reportedly abandoned. A rush 
cart was last pufled in anger in. 
Saddleworth in 1921, but the cer- 
emony was revived when the 
Morris men built a new cart 
Traffic on some of Britain’s 
principal routes was moving at 
the speed of a rush cart yester- 
day afternoon, as holidaymak- 
ers set off early in an attempt 
u to beat the jams. The RAC re- 

' ported seven mile northbound 
tailbacks on the A34 at New- 
bury, By mid-afternoon the 
M5/M6 link near Bi rmingham 
was practically at a standstill. 

An AA spokeswoman con- 
firmed: “ Wj’d expect this area 
to be busy late afternoon on a 
Friday, but these jams have 
started to build about two hours 
earlier than normal - and it's 
dearly going to gel a lot worse.” 

Steve Upsher, of the AA, 
said: “It’s the iast bank holiday 
before Christmas, people tend 
to make their plans well in 
advance and want to make the 
most of their flee time whatever 
the weather." 

The RAC dted the M4 and 
M5 in the "West Country, and the 
M 6 up to the Lake District as 
wefl as all routes out of London, 
as likely traffic hot roots. 

With up to 5 million extra 
vehicles anticipated on the 
roads this weekend, the AA ex- 
pects up to 45,000 call-outs. 

As the dash to the coast and 
countryside began, holiday- 
makers were warned by the 
British Heart Foundation to 
take care oyer the weekend. 

A spokesman said: “The 
combination of travel, hot 
weather and air pollution could 
spell a health risk for some. — 
- Travel makes people fractious, Pn 
and humid weather seems to- an 
make them less tolerant." 

.. Although the weekend Pa 
weather is unlikely to match the M e 
recent hi g h temperatures, Mar- 
tin Roufcy, of the Meteorotog- Thi 
■leal Office, predicted that rep 
“despite a high risk of rain over sub 
«»Trh of UK. with the South- tha 

east Ukely to experience fixe tele 
heaviest showers, there will be .the; 


at his home near TO Aviv ear- 
ly yesterday after an intensive 
R^nnunt by a team of about 100 
detectives, undercover officers 
ana forensic scientists. 

Mr Okev, who is married with 
™£^‘J ren ’ was remanded in 
2Jf|?dy for . 15 ^ys by a Beer- 
snepa magistrate. When the 
police picked him up, he said: 

1 w as expecting you.” 

A police spokesman said Mr 
Ukev, who works for a private 
“ansport company, could not 
explain why he had shot Mr 
Police praised Miss 
Uibb for her courage, after she 


was hypnotised to provide her “million-to-one" escaoe 

dC S^?S mUrderer - He 88511 ^e buuSfwbicfa w£t 

, News of his arrest came as through her face had nma™ 0 _ 
she prepared for a visit from Mr ly done very little 

Hunters parents - their first ■ “I think it’s fair to sav it’s a 
meeting «ance the attaefr _ o* irs a 


s Hospital, Cam- aged to miss every vital nerve 
bndge, where she is recovering, m her face,” he said. “Had the 

meeting," said I^awdAdlam. an __..u * bymil- 


“She is quite prepared for the 
meeting,” said David Adlam, an 
oral and maxillofacial consul- 
tant “I think ifanything she is 
more concerned for them than 
she is for herself." 

Mr Adlam talked in detail 
yesterday for the first time 
about Miss Gibb's injuries and 


Iimetres it would have gone 
straight into her brain and 
killed her. I think it must be a 
million- to-one chance.” 

Her parents had been with 
her constantly in shifts, Mr 
Adlam said. 

“Psychologically she is just 


starting to come to terms with The breakthrough «ime 
it she is in excellent spirits, but when a policeman at a chedfc- 
it is only a week or so after the point, set iip after the murder 
event and she is only really start- was discovered, remembered a 
ing to ccnne to terms with the red Peugeot 309. crossing the 
whole t hing ," he said. border bade from Fflat to the 

Before returning to England, twin Egyptian resort of Taba. 
Miss Gibb was interviewed un- The driver had sli p ped throug h 

der hvrmnsN and mw fh» in. n>h<U tk, 


der hypnosis, and gave the in- 
vestigatois information about a 
grey-haired man in his forties, 
which helped the police to build 
up a profile of the killer. 

The police chief for southern 
Israel, Commander Danny 
Blinker, commended Miss 
Gibb for her courage. 


while the policeman was ques- 
tioning another motorist. 

Police believe that Mr Okev 
had been to the casino at the 
Thba Hilton and was returning 
to his home, 300 miles north of 
Eilat, when he picked, up the 
British couple at a petrol station 
around midnight on 13 


August He suddenly.shot them 
after slopping far a cigarette on 
the Negev desert road. 
According to the police, he 
S^b^toUibaand slept the 
night in the hotel. 

Detectives traced the car to 
Mr Okev’s home, in the com- 
muter village of Even Yehuda, 
north-east of TO Aviv. The car 
and its owner ware kept under , 
surveillance. Police secretly 
searched the car and foundMr 
Hunter’s fingerprints inside. 
fiaiifetirs experts, identified a 
licensed gun owned by Mr Okev 
as the murder weapon. 
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Tate to the Mils: Aaron Daniels (centre) and feihro Saddterorth Morris Men collect rashes to be spread 


°n the floor of the parish church tomorrow 
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Programmed for success: B/Vtfs of a feather, one of the comic creations of Laurence Marks 
and Maurice Gran who attacked their BBC bosses fn the MacTag&art Memorial Lecture 


Raul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


odds of 4/6 that London, 
-gov or Cardiff will see 
durin g the. bank holiday, 
Sharpe, -of William 
tn admit “If there is 


The BBC licence foe should be 
replaced with a voluntary 
subscription of £10 a month so 
that the creative ^ent in 
television - can be paid what 
they are worth, the televiaon 
industry was fold last night. 

The comedy writers Lau- 

rence Marks and Maurice Gran 

made a wide-ranging attack on 
broadcasting bosses in the an- 
nual .MacTaggart Memorial 
Lecture at the Edinburgh In- 
ternational Television FestivaL- 
Tbey aigued that the only so- 
lution to an. industry where 
writers are undervalued and 
have no creative control was to 
pump more money into die 
system by charging a realistic 
I price for the BBC 

u In 1 995/96 die averageper- 
son spent nearly -34 hewrs a 
week watching lekTOfon, near- 
: h- half his or her free rime,” said 
Laurence Marks. “Thisarerage 
person spends about 10 hours 
of his 24 watching the BBC For 
those 20 hours of entertainment. 


information, news, sport, drama 
and Nod Edmonds be pays, ac- 
cording to the BBC’s own fig- 
ures, about 50p per week. 

“Less than the price of a cou- 
ple of tabloids, a quarter of a 

video rental even the Radio 

Times costs 75p,” he said. 

Marks and Grant, writers of 
Bods Of A feather and Shine On 
Harvey Moon daireed that the 
undercharging for programmes 
meant the money and power in 
television is not distributed to 
the people responsible for ac- 
tually making it the writing tal- 
ent. 

The pair made scathing at- 
tacks on all three pf the terres- 
trial networks: “The 

broadcasters take ns all for 
granted. The creative talent, 
writers and producers who ac- 
tually mala? television. They 
prefer to caocenlratetheh-cash, 
care and chauffenr-driven cars 
for the front-of-camera talent - 
soap stars, celebrity chefs and 
Hate and Pace" saiti Mr Marks. 

‘At JTV they warn more of 
the same in drama, and dumb- 
er. cheaper people shows in 


place of scripted light enter- 
tainment ana intelligent docu- 
mentaries." 

But the BBC was the mam fi> 
ojs of their attadc‘^The creative 
leaders within the BBC have 
been marginalised. The power 
that the creative staff once had 
has been usurped by legions of i 
lawyers, accountants, business 
affairs executives and policy 
unit apparaefaiks- 
“Tbe BBC believes it must 
maintain market share to justi- 
fy the licence fee," said Mr 
Marks. “This forces the BBC to 
shadow ITVs pro gramming ac 
it moves remorselessly towards 

the safe, the repetitive and the 
cloned. This is particularly no- 
ticeable in drama. If ITV has a 
vet,” added Mr Marks, “the 
. BBC wants a vet. If ITV has a 
moody cop, the BBC wants a 
moodier one." l 
A ll broadcasters were criti- 
cised for wanting to keep too 
much of the money from sell- 
ing programmes to themselves 
and were compared unflatter- 
ingiy to America where writers 
are treated and paid like stars. 
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE. BT EASy REACH 


VIBRATING DISCRECTLH OR UTTH A BLEEP. 


TNEB HAVE 98% COVERAGE OF THE UK POPULATION, NO 0NCQING BILLS AND BECAUSE THE BATTERM LASTS FOR UBEKS. THEy ARE 
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MATSU I fBOBn 

M'pombhfV Bn 

■ 34cm visible HP 

sown size. Hill 

■ ideal second set Md 
Model M36. 

Was U JBa a. Was £12459. 
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screen size. WpM 7 IM1 
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SANYO 7ST NKAM Stereo TV 
with Fossaxt MB 

■ 59cm visible IIH )AA 

screen Size. Kj|| f jM'J QC 

m Alim vlAin. ImOw !■■■" 


■ Auto set-up. umwm* 

Model 258N. 

Was C44959. * 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTiOrr 
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eurotech 


FROM UNDER -o115 


INGERSOLL Effl 
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Recorder 

■ Autraudcafly turn 

into your TV chaweh. Hill 

■ Auto-trading fefiy- IUJ 
Model VX950. 

Was £12459. 


£11459 



MATSU I I 

Video with 

Remote Control 
One month, eight 
event timer. 

Model VX1 105. 
Was £13959. 
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SAVE 

£200 


ZANUSS1 ► 

Fun Size Dishwasher 

■ unique ‘multi-radc’ 
baskets. , 

■ Quiekwash cyde. 

■4 programmes. 

Model DW907. 

Was £42959. 
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Men price £22559. 
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4-Head NiCAM StwwoVjdeo 

■ vfdeoPlus and MfflM Saie mCE 

■ tv^SCAKT socket- pHl 

Model HVFX280Q. ISkllMfl/Ji) 

Was £26959. _ 

G MONTHS WTEHBST FREE OPnOhr 


. _ ' _ — • 

- save 

« 40 


V f299 


BOSCH FufrSbe Ecototfcel 

Dishwasher 

■ 4 programmes, sale p«CE 

* Foldable plate BH e«A 

Mrtkri SGS4012. £ Jfe3J§ 

Was £40959. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 


HOTPOINT FuMta "Aquarius* 

Dishwasher 

■ Avadabte in tobt m— m SNzn 
Unen and Mercury. ■SBfl eae 

■ 5 programmes. KllTll 

Model DF23. . 

Was £44959. _____ ___ 

MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTKMr 


BOSCH RN-Stae Etntoglcrf 
Dishwasher 

■ 5 programmes, mh sale nacE 




TOSHIBA 

4-Head MCAM 
Stereo Video wM> 
VtdeoPtus and PDC 
Auto set-up for 
easy installation. 
Model V727. 


muhj nw- 

35949 



SONY BBS 4-Head Smrei'-WLoglc 
MCAM Stereo Vfcfcsa vritfa Video Hui and PDC 

■ Ail auto set-up for — SAIEPma 
easy Installation. VIM ANA 

■ VkteoPtus and PDC NVi|B p</Uqq 
( or easy, rebable Uil U#f WJj 
programming. Model SLVE72a Was £39959. 
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{ CANDY 

9.7 cu.fl. Fridge Freezer 

■ 6.7 cu. ft fridge. 

■ Auto-defrost 

■ Salad crisper. 

Model CM28/10S 
Was £36959. 

In-store Price £27959. 

10 MONTHS INTEREST 
FUSE OPTION* 

VOUCHER PRICE 


■ 5 programmes. SALE fWZ 

. A^ upper pai ^ 
Modd MHK. BQ0399 


Was £46959. 
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■ Delay start toner. 

■ Quiet operation. 
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{ HOTPOINT 

60 cm Slot-in 
Electric Cooker 
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Injure Price £39959. 
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Olow Viewfinder W0U ™™ CE 

rtfi stBroimnd. Model Hf!l 
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»f»£64959. mrtm nA 

Was £59959. f?ill fT I jQQ 
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■ Double oven. 

■ One halogen zone. 

■ Fan main oven 
■variable twin grill. 

■ Electric timer. 
Model EW71P. 

Was £94959. 


SALE PRICE 


-f270 


799. 



PRICE CRASH 


CREDA ra— ms olh 

Fridge Freezer HMM SALE PWCE 

■ ratable shelves. ■bHB eg gam 

■ Fast freeze fadbty Kb Til Tfj[ 

Model 86616. H PlU f£, J Z 

Was £42959. 11 w- 

Was 02959. 
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H399i 
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CANDY 

3.6 eu.ft Print Free Upright 
Freezer VPV1 T1MX-H 

4 star rating. Kblil ■■« 

Model CVF1 10 S. HpIM , IU 

Price Excluding BBlM fE U. 

Trade-in £39959. 

6 MONTHS INmE5T FREE OPTWH* 


SAVE to £160 

ON LAUNDRY 




MATSUlBfflaaoiMWiwf 

■ 21 trade program mable CD . 

■ Twin cassette wtih sale PTOCT 

continuous play Vn M 

and high-speed nil f f li lQ 
dubbing. WMMm HT™ 

Model MHF848S. 

Was £8959. 


AIWA intrshCompaa CD Micro HM1 

Bcfil flfiSgg 

Was £19959. X IW»JT 
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with Turntable 

■Muwnfay- p»ai« mmm 
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Hadmology Multim edia PC w ith 

33.6k Modem (■■■■ CWRirS PRICE 

■ 16Mb RAM/ IJIIHIlli ftftft 
1.6Gb hard drive 1UH1J rTff 

■ Ifripeed 
CD-ROM. 

Model ACROS FI 66 M MX™. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST HIS OPTION* 


PACKARD BELL 

Mtol* PI66MHZ MMX" 'fcdmology 
MuMmedb PC ■■■ SALE pmCE 
«tth33j6k Modem pBHB jjaa 

■ 16Mb RAM/ S/lTll rllMM 
2Gb hard drive. [CA!i2J f I 

■ 8-speed CD-ROM. 
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SAVE u? 


TO 

HALF PRICE 

ON CLEANERS 



SAVE £ 200 

ON COOKERS 


PRICECRASH 



CREDA ■««« ■» 50CB1 Slot-in 

Oearic Cooker 

■ Double oven. ■091 voucheh hoce 

■ Solid hob myyi mia 

Model 49134. |H,1|]fVLMfl0 

Was £499.99. UfTi 

trvnorc Price £369.99 
6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
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PRICE CRASH 


AIWA CD W-B e rltfi Ibmta bte 
Mdtlptav-RNge a|p|iM|vouototHMCE 

(Mdrio^Lwas 

£399.99. Indtora ULiU Lm N*y 
Price £329 99. 6 MONTHS MTBBSI BSE OPODIr 





with 33.6k Modem 

■ 16Mb RAM/ 

3 JGb hard drive. 

■ 16-speed CD-ROM. 

■ 15" monitor. 

Model 4506. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTXW 


GOBLIN I 

Cylinder Oeaner 

■ 1400 wan 
variable motor. 

■ Built-In tods. 
Model WHISPER. 
Was £15959. 


PR/ CE CRASH 


PRICECRASH 


iflx 


BELLING 

SOan Sot-in ■ 

QacertcGookar B 

Model 301. R 

Was £299.99. H 

In-store Price £199.99. 
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STOVES 5 0cm Hot-I n Gjw Cooker 
Model NEWHOME ||Rn| VOUCHBt mx 

Vtef5«959. f429« 

himre Price (44959.K1LXI inWaHf JRl 
6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
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PRICECRASH 


JVC CD MM Ht-fl 

■ Mu»**t^y-pti , ys^^ SA1BPMCE 

up to 3 a>». 1*“ 

■ 70 watts (RM5) BT1 Tflf 

per dunrteL B »lH £ 

Model MXD601. ■ »*»•« 

Wks £3495 9. -—wwj* 

S MONTHS RfrBTEST OPnON* 


£29959 


WHARFEDALE BBOSI 

CD Ubtl Hi-Fi 

Nlitdthiliv-lAVsBBn 0 ”" 19 

^-■fTSb 

Model QU?MDIG , ^^730. Ask for details 


apricot 

Intel* PT6BMHZ M MX" 1 Ikcfan otogy 
MuttimedtaPC ■■■||CUMnraFJ« 

with 335k Modem 1.1 H Ml 44AA 

16Mb RAM/ ||3l| f I ijn 

2Gb hard dmre. BBi *■ ■•■*■ 

Model MS54 0 P166 MVPt". 

■Q MONTHS tN I CHEST FRffi OPnON* 


COMPAQ 

imN* P233MHa MMX™ HKhnology 

Muttimedta PC whh 3i6k Modem. 

■ i 6 Mb ram/ maul cumrs pbke 
4Gb hart drive. ] .IldMJ JW|A 

■sass IB £1/99 

« IS* monitor. 

Model 4526. _ 

12 MONTHS INTEREST TREE ONHON* 


HOOVER Upright Owe 
1000 watt motor. M odel U2106 . 

Was £179.99. m|JWI(«IW 

SSfmu f89ss 


STOCKS LAST 



LEISURE 55on Slot-in Gas Cooker 
« Non-stick griddle. |» 9ia » sale PM 
■ Available In PHH PAA 

M£599j99 

Mlldcl RANGEMASTEK 55. 

Was £79959 

10 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


HOTPOINT 1000 Spin -Aqumhtd 

Autowasher mmm uif mn 

Available In Polar KA1 

White, Linen or MiTil jlQ 

Mercury Exl £ JV Jj9 

Model WM62. 

Was £449.99. 

10 MONTHS tNTEREST FREE OPTION* 


BEKO 50cm SM-ta Boctrie Cooker 

■ Separate men and grill. 

■ Solid plate hob. m— wmqbimce 
M odel DC210. HBB 

kv-wxr Price PM5* M«T|1 .IIQ*. 
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£160B?W: 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

6 INSTALLATION 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
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Only Currys bring y ou ajlthis 

^ rssfrSusai”' i^nB^ral / 

P 


Up to 5 yeafs wpert 

service support 

when you tajy a 
Mastercare 
Coverplan Service 
Agreeme nt 
•PLDSDiibdST 
FREE OPTION WHEN 
PURCHASED WITH 
ANY PRODUCT OVER 
£100. Ask iri-store 
for details. 
EXCLUSIVE 
MODELS 


Repairs 7 days a week 
[same day wherever 

possible). 


For most large Items 
il you phone before 
10am Monday to 
Friday and live 
within 10 miles of 
a Currys store 



REVIEWS 




CURKYS DDtECT 

For direct, doorstep 
delivery. Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 888145 (9am- 
5.30pm Mon-Sat 
IQ-Spm Sun) 
DeliveiV charges 
hom £3-25- Pflrt 01 

DSG Retail Ltd 


PC RAM 
UPGUUW 

Available In-store. 



7DATS A WEBC 

0891 516516 
Calls cor SOp per 
minute. 


6 

GAS 


On all free-standing 
gas and electric 
cookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores]. 


Currys 


example of 
interest 

FREE OPTION 
ON SELECTED 
PRODUCTS 


pITHFR 12 
momths 
INTHRCST 
FREE OPT’ION 


Total amount payable (AppBwnMiwujtb^lStKmwJlIrtNwtf^ Offiu- oHnr). hutoyi Th«« uang Qrt.4 (Htad. ‘l“ 
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204% deposit Of £59.99 
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For pmposes of blac]anaa or 
fweDge. pets axe being forced 
w to microwaves . before The 


ey^ ofiheir frightened owners. 
HSf ? vens me switched on the 
ammais are cooked from the in- 
side with a blast of short clec- 
m ^magnetjc waves. 
p r ^ he Society for the 

night that it was appalled that 

■SffiE l “' or 

if - Yar ? Said y^erday 

it was looking for a gang who 

seized a couple’s cat and put it 
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Gold card 
becomes the 


in the microwave after forcing 
their way into their home in St 
John's Wood, north London. 

' The thieves threatened to 
cook the cat unless the couple 
gave them the combination to 
their safe and later escaped with 
antique jewellery, watches and 
other goods worth £18,500. 

The three robbers struck as 
the husband, 53, parked his car 
at home after watching a foot- 
ball match at Arsenal. 

They demanded the man's 
Kolex watch, before punching 


him in the face and forcing him 
into the bouse, where they 
threatened to cut his 46year-okJ 
wife's throat and kill the cou- 
ple’s cat. 

The raiders then took the 
woman’s Cartier watch before 
searching the house and using 
the cat as a blackmailing tooL 
when the safe was opened the 
cat was released unhurt. 

But a worse fate befell 
Jasper, a kitten, who was forced 
mto a microwave by a man 
whose advances to the animal’s 


owner had been spumed at a 
party. 

■ Brendan Blennerhassett, 24, 
was jailed for six months this 
week at a court in County 
Durham after being found 
guilty of deliberately lolling the 
12-week-old kitten. 

. A court heard that he had 
earned out the attack after 
Jasper’s owner, who he had ear- 
lier met at a nightclub, reject- 
ed him at a party later the same 

eve ning 

Vicky Allen, 20, had brought 


her kitten to the party, so that 
it would not be left alone at 
home. Ms Allen cried as she 
told the court that she had 
tried to save the stricken animal; 

“I took it out and tried to revive 
it but it died.” 

Ann Morris, chairwoman of 
the bench in Hough ton-le- 
Spring, Co Durham, said: “The 
torture and death of a much 
loved and defenceless 12-week- 
old kitten is a thoroughly 
despicable offence." 

By a strange twist of fate, the - 


microwave wa? invented to 
meet a need tcj heat hamsters 
humanely in 1850s laboratories. 

James LovOdck and other 
scientists developed the tech- 
nology while working on ex- 
periments concerned with the 
preservation oniving tissue. 

Hamsters v^uch had been 
subjected to a&ooling process 
needed to be fewved through 
warmth without burning their 
skins. 

Since then, partly thanks to 
the spread of uiiban myth, the 


new 




Nic Ciciitti 

Personal Finance Editor 

There is always one in any 
CTowd. The woman who took 
the plunge and finally bought 
brown, just as the others went 
for charcoal grey. The guy who 
got into flares, when everyone 
switched to straight-leg 
trousers, and back again. 

American Express, the 
world's largest card company, 

• yesterday performed a similar 
stunt in the financial services 
world, as it finally launched a 
gold credit card -years after the 
opposition cleaned up in the 
same market. 

The new launch comes four 
years after an explosion m the 
gold sector, with the number of 
cards tripling from 800,000 in 
1 993 ro well over 25 million to- 
day. 

Saturation levels in the stan- 
dard card market have led 
many banks to launch gold op- 
tions with the aim of capitate- 
ing on higher spenders - who 
deliver greater profits to their 
issuers. ' ' 

Among the 20-plus issuers to 
have stolen a march on Amer- 
ican Express in the past few 
years is the tiny Leek United 
Building Society-. ' 

Pauline Roessler, marketing 


manager at the Leek. 26th in the 

of UK societies, 
said- We have always argued 
that small is beautiful When we 
want a decision we don't need 
to go to 700 separate commit- 
tees to get it." 

Ms Roessler declined lo give 
an actual number of Leek Unit- 
ed Gold Cards issued, but said 
they were a “reasonable" pro- 
portion of the society’s 75,000 
members. 

Overshadowing the epic 
commercial tussle between 
Leek United and American 
Express is the more significant 
question of whether gold cards, 
once the preserve of an exclu- 
sive elite, are now the vulgar 
playthings of a far wider seg- 
ment of the population. 

An American Express 
spokeswoman yesterday denied 
any such suggestion: “Our re- 
search shows that bolding a gold 
card is rated on a par with own- 
ing a sports car or over and 
above having a fax machine or 
even going on a skiing holiday. 

“Only one in 10 people have 
a gold card even today and you 
will find that these people still 
see them as aspirational things 
to have." 

The card company’s seeming 
reluctance to enter the gold 
market was based on the fact 



image of the pet in the mi- 
crowave has become the source 
of dubious humour. The co- 
medians Hale and Pace made 
their names through the con- 
troversy which followed an in- 
famous sketch depicting a cat 
being microwaved. 

The R5PCA has looked on 
in horror as a new form of pet 
torture has evolved in British 
homes. It has on iis books a case 
where a 13-year-old boy killed 
the family whippet in the mi- 
crowave for -*fun". 


Kites 
return 
to city 
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UCAS Listings 

ALL THE OFFICIAL LISTINGS SUPPLEMENTS RUNNING THROUGHOUT 
THE CLEARING PERIOD, WILL BE GIVING YOU A TASTE OF DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF COURSES BY PUBLISHING THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF STUDENTS 

Sunday 24 August LISTINGS SUPPLEMENT (TEACHING TRAINING) 

Tuesday 26 August LISTINGS SUPPLEMENT (SCIENCE & ENGINEERING) 
Thursday 28 August LISTINGS SUPPLEMENT (AGRICULTURE) I 

Sunday 31 August LISTINGS SUPPLEMENT (LANGUAGES) 


Photograph: John Lawrence 


it card to impress friends and 
family may not feel the same 
way. Tire new metal to aim for 
7 you got it here first - is plat- 
inum. 

• Going for Gold - 
The Long Weekend, p21 


Stephen Goodwin 

Once extinct in England and 
Scotland, the spectacular red 
kite, a bird of prey with a 5ft 
■ wing span, could soon become 
a familiar sight in places as ur- 
ban and tmromaniic as Wolver- 
hampton or Derby. 

This summer, red kites have 
bred in the Midlands for the first 
time in more than 100 years. 

Despite continued persecu- 
tion by landowners and egg 
thieves, 48 pairs of red kites 
bred successfully in England this 
year, rearing 105 young. 

Most were in southern Eng- 
land, where the scavenging bird 
was reintroduced in 1989. But 
it is the breakthrough in the 
Midlands that has most excited 
conservationists. 

Kites were introduced there 

in 1995 and of four pairs which 
attempted to breed this year, 
three were successful, raising 
eight young. One pair reared 
four young. 

While the red kites have so 
far kept to the countryside, 
that could change if the birds 
continue to increase in numbers. 
Unlfice marry birds of prey, no- 
tably the golden eagle, it is hy 
no means reclusive. In me- 
dieval times, kites scavenged the 

streets of London. 

The Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds does not ex- 
psjet such a comeback, but ex- 
perts behove it could become a 
common sight over towns and 
cities. 
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The lady, 
the lake, 
and a tale 


Murkv secretes Confeton Water In tho . 

[^I^SrtTphotDgraph: MSO. whetBthe 
body of teacher Carol Park f 1 **^*?®* 
found. 21 years after she went missing 


Chandler 
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K&n Seognpfa 

A woman's body in a baby doll 
ni gh rie found 70 feet underwa- 
ter, a killer who thought for 21 
years he bad got away with it, 
and a detective who promised 
to hunt him down using the re- 
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sources of modern forensic 
technology. These were the ex- 
traordinary elements in the 
launch of a murder investigation 
in the Lake District yesterday. 

Police confirmed that the 
body discovered by divers in 
Coniston Water was that of 
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Carol Park, a 30-year-old 
teacher, who vanished from 
her home in July 1976. 

Last night officers were 
searching the home of Mis 
Park's then husband, Gordon, in 
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria. 
Earlier in the day officers had 


seized a boat belonging to Mr 
Park, a retired teacher, which 
was moored cm Coniston ^&ler. 

The last time the mother-of- 
three was seen alive was by her 
husband at their bungalow in 
Leece, Banow-in-Fumess - 15 
miles from where the body had 
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been wrapped and tightly bound 
in sackings and bin-liners and 
weighted down with metal 
pieces - was eventually found. 

The couple had been due to take 

their children to Blackpool for 
the day, but Mrs Park remained 
behind saying she was QL 
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Detective Superintendent 
lan Douglas, of Curriiria polke, 
said he would be interviewing 
members of the dead woman's 
famil y as part of a murder in- 
quiry. This would include 53- 
year-old Mr ftirk, who is on a 
cycling holiday in France with 
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his riiird wife, Jenny, and may 
not be aware of the discovery. 

DetSupt Douglas stated Mis 
Park’s death was being treated 
as murder because of the cir- 
cumstances in which her body 
was found, although tire cause 
of death had not yet been es- 
tablished. 

The body had been identified 
from dental records. Its condi- 
tion indicated that it had been 
in the water for at least 15 years. 
Forensic specialists believe 
decomposition may have been 
slowed because of the low- 
water temperature and because 
of the wrapping. 

Police yesterday started 
forensic examination of the 
Parks’ borne. Last night a Cum- 
brian police spokeswoman said 
scenes of crime officers were 
ggarching the boat and the 
house, having executed simul- 
taneous search warrants. 

The spokeswoman said that 
the search warrants had been 
obtained from Barrow magis- 
trates yesterday morning and 
added that “all lines of inquiry 
wiU now be pursued". 

Detectives are also expected 


mmmmm 


He continued: “We are on 
the trail of whoever did this. 
IWenty-one years ago I am 
quite sure he or she thought 
they were safe. They are not 

“I am quite confident we 
will eventually arrest someone 
for this. It is a long and com- 
plicated inquiry and wiU be for 
quite some time. We will cer- 
tainly speak to Mr Park, as we 
will speak to any other member . 

of the family as and when we get 
the chance to do so." 

Detectives will be talking to 
the couple’s children, Vhnessa, 
who was eight at the time of Mrs 
Park's disappearance, Jeremy, 
then six, and Rachel, then five. 

The Parks adopted Vhnessa 

after her mother, Mrs Bark’s sis- 
ter Christine, 17, was strangled 
in 1969. A man was convicted of 
the murder and jailed for life. 

The Parks’ marriage was dis- 
solved in 1979. In 1981, Mr Park. 
mar ried a schools meals advis- 
er. In 1993, he wed for the third 
time. His wife is also a teacher. 

Mrs Park’s brother, Ivor 


now that 1 am feeling very 
numb, it has been st tremen- 




owned at the time of his wife's 
disappearance but sold several 
years ago. 

Det Supt Douglas said: “It 
isn't too late. There have been 
vast advances in forensic science 
in the past 20 years." 


“I could say at last I know we 
will be able one day to lay Car- 
ol to rest 1 could say it was the 
end, but it wOl probably be a far 
worse nightmare that I am go- 
ing to face - 1 don’t even know 
how I am going to cope with iL” 



John Prescott (right) told Sir Bruce Pattullo, Governor of 
the Bank of Scotland, to “play around” with his money 

Prescott tells 
Scots banker 
to back off 
over tax 


By Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

John Prescott, the deputy prime 
minister let fly at Scotland’s se- 
nior banker yesterday, telling Sir 
Bruce Pattullo. Governor of 
the Bank of Scotland, to “play 
around" with his money and 
leave the politics of devolution 
to ministers. 

Sir Bruce angered the Gov- 
ernment with a calculated attack 
on proposals for tax varying 

powers to be given to any fhture 

Scottish Parliament, claiming 
they could hit jobs and invest- 
ment as well as costing the av- 
erage taxpayer an extra £6 a 
week. 

The Governor’s warning of 
the “dangers* inherent in the tax 
powers - to be voted on in next 
month’s referendum - 




The bank's decision to speak 
out was taken at its montUy 
board meeting on Tbesday. Sir 
Bruce said it would be “inap- 
propriate" to comment on the 
first question, on whether voters 
want a parliament, but the bank 
bad a right to inform the elec- 
torate on the likely consequences 
of tiie tax varying powers.. . . 

“We are not urging people toy 
vote No. If people in their wis- 
dom decide to vote Yes on the- 
second question then the bank 
will respect that." . j > 
The 1.6 million people, in 
Scotland who pay basic rate pf 
income tax would be directly af- 
fected, said Sir Bruce. Kara maw 
in full time employment onaj^' 
erage earnings of £18,907 * 
would mean a tax increase'df 
£323. -That’s £6 per week."'- 
The SFE fear tax increases 
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believes business could “live 
with”. But picking on an 
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The life and times of a Mean Fiddler: 
irom junk dealer to the stock market 


Vince Power is 
the UK’s biggest 
music promoter. 
Now he wants 
.the world 

Alexandra Williams 
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London's king of rock'n'roll is 
amrng to be die king of stocks 
and shares. 

looked fike any other 
middle-aged festival-goer at 
me Reading Festival yester- 
day, but Vince Power, head of 
the Mean Fiddler organisation, 
was commanding operations, 
and he managed to slip in a 
quick announcement of a plan 
to float his empire on the stock 
market. 

The portly Irishman, whose 
company is the UK's biggest 
promoter of live music, is plan- 
ning to expand overseas and is 
looking to the stock market to 
raise capital. 

“Wve just finalised our plan 
■to float on the market in the 
hope of raising some capital to 
expand quicker. The Mean Fid- 
dler has been expanding at 
maybe a rate of three, four 
places a year but we have such 
a good brand now, we want to 
expand more quickly. 

"We need to go to the market 
with what we’ve got - hopefully 
by November,” he said. 

Power is the capital's 
undisputed king of rock’n'roll, 
owning a third of the city’s 
major rock and jazz venues. He 
was responsible for luring the 
Sex Pistols out of retirement last 
year and plonking them in Fins- 
bury Park to the delight of 
30,000 ageing punk rockers. At 
the other end of musical spec- 
. trum, he has promoted Van 
Morrison and Roy Orbison. 

He stages four of the six big 
summer festivals and in June 
launched the American version 
of his Fleadh Irish music bash. 

In 1989, Power rescued the 
Reading Festival from 
bankruptcy and made it 
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Taking charge: Vince Power 
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profitable, turning it into the 
most important festival' after 
Glastonbury. Yesterday, the 
first day of the three-day 
festival, more than- ; -45.0QQ 
■ people converged on Reading. 
.^ The economic benefit of 


the festival for the town run into 
six figures. Festivals are a 
lucrative part of Power's 
business too, providing nearly 
half Mean Fiddlers pre-tax 
profits of £411383 and £L5m 
turnover in the 18 months to 31 
December 1995. Last year there 
was a turnover of £25ra. 

The main band headlining 
the festival last night was the 
five-man group Suede, who 
have just released the single 
“Film Star". 

Hie line-up for the weekend 
includes Cast, James, Kenickie. 
Manic Street Preachers, The 
Eels, Metailica and The Verve. 
And Reading's home-grown 
bands are also well represent- 
ed. Bennet, who charted with 
“Mum Has Gone lb Iceland", 


at Reading yesterday and (below) two of the artists he has promoted over the years. Van Morrison and Boy Orbison Main photograph: Andrew Buurman 








take to the stage on Sunday. 

Born m 1947, in Wkterford in 
Ireland, Power moved to Hemel 
Hempstead when he 17 and 
began building up a second- 
hand furniture business in north 


London. He started his first 
venue, Harlesdens Mean 
Fiddler, as a hobby in 1982. 

“T snapped up a property in 
Harlesden for £125,CKK» and 
turned it into a Nashville-style 


venue with cool beer and hot 
music,” he said. 

. “I was into country and Irish 
traditional music but it hadn’t 
enough pulling power so I 
booked The Pbgues, LosLobos, 


...ryj 


Lone Justice etcetera. And it 
worked. In 1988, 1 got involved 
in the Reading Festival. I 
checked out similar events in 
Europe,5taged indie musicand ‘ 
it was an instant hit” 


A far cry from his days as a 
furniture dealer - or not? 

“If you book the right band, 
you won't have much trouble 
getting the customers in. And 
if you chose the right furniture, 
you won't have much problem 
selling it There are similarities," 
he said. 

He plans to float the com- 
pany, which is expected to ran 
Fleadhs in New York, Boston, 
Chicago. San Francisco, Tbron- 
to and Melbourne next year, in 
order to escalate the expansion. 

“I started off as a one-man 
band but I think I need some 
help now. I think it’s a new era 
for the Mean Fiddler - it’s a new 
time and ! think, in the long 
' term, it will be very good for us,” 
he said. 


news 

Life for 
rapist 
who 
struck 
again 

Louise Jury 

A rapist who attacked a young 
teacher only three months af- 
ter being freed from a 14-year 
prison sentence for another sex 
offence was sentenced to life 
yesterday as probation officers 
revealed that they knew he 
would strike again. 

Christopher ■ Clark, 46, 
pounced on the woman, placed 
a plastic bag over her head and 
indecently assaulted her yards 
from a bail hostel in Bath where 
he was being held on probation. 

As Clark began his life sen- 
tence, probation officers said 
they bad been “waiting for 
something to happen” as soon 
as he was freed after serving 
nine years of the 14-year term. 

But they were helpless to pre- 
vent bis release because his 
original sentence for rape was 
handed down before the 1991 
C riminal Justice Act made it { 
possible to keep offenders in- | 
side if they are still considered 
a risk to society. | 

Members of Clark's family I 
revealed that they had pleaded I 
with the authorities to prevent i 
his release. And Don Foster, the f 
Liberal Democrat MP for Bath, j 
said the law should be tightened j 
to prevent other dangerous j 
offenders sentenced before - 
1991 being released. 

Gary Redfem, Avon Proba- 
tion Service's assistant chief 
officer, said: “There was noth- 
ing we could do and we were 
simply waiting for something to 
happen- we considered him to 
be dangerous. His offending hnd 
not been addressed and he had 
not changed. We knew Christo- 
pher Clark as a risk.” 

Mr Redfern defended the 
service which he said had been 
unfairly criticised in the case. 1 
Clark was considered too dan- 1 
gerous to be released on parole, 
but, under the rules operating i 

at the time, was entitled to 
remission. He had been or- r 
dered to take the drug Gosere- f 
lin to destroy his sex drive. j 
Clark, who was nicknamed [ 
the “early bird rapist” following . 
a string of knife-point sex \ 
attacks on women in the 19S0s. 
had denied attacking the 4 
23-year-old teacher. 
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Kids Eat Free 
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One child Eats Free When accompanied by an aduit spending C5 or more. 


ranada Motorway Services is great for ail the family. As well as the 
-widest selection of shops, restaurants, amusements and fuel facilities, 
we're offering great savings for everyone in our special Summer promotion. 
Here's one to get your holiday off to a great start - available only at Granada. 
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Private pupils do twice as well 





Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Top of the A-list: Winchester College pupils achieved an average of more than 3 As at A-level each 


The proportion of grade As 
scored by independent school 
candidates at A-level has 
climbed to twice the national av- 
erage, according to figures pub- 
lished yesterday. 

But provisional A-level re- 
sults for 528 fee-paying schools 
show a wide range of perfor- 
mance in private schools with 
around half doing less well 
than the top three coraprehen- 
sives listed in last week’s Inde- 
pendent survey. 

The top school this year was 
Winchester College, (boarding 
fees nearly £14,000 a year), 
which supplanted St Paul’s 
School in London, last year’s 
winner. Winchester’s pupils 
scored an average of 31.7 points 
- equivalent to more than three 
A grades per pupfi. 

Under the Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service 
(Ucas) sooting system an A 
gains 10 points and an E gains 
two. 

The figures show that over- 

all 31.7 percent of independent 

Photograph: Jon Gilbride school entries were given grade 
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Thomson's money-back guarantee. 

Fact not fiction. 


Ever felt browned off by holiday brochures that stretch the truth? With 
Thomson it's different. What you see in our brochures is what you get 
on your holiday. In the unlikely event that it's not, here's what to do 

1 Let us know the problem within 1 day of arrival and we'll then 
spend 24 hours doing everything possible to put it right. 

2 If you're still not satisfied, we'll fly you home and refund all 

your money d THOMSON 

Thomson, honest brochures guaranteed. 
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The top thirty 



A. up ftom 3L4 to 31.7 per amt 
The national average remains 
unchanged at 16 per cent. 

Some well-known public 
schools such as Gordonstouu 
(16.3 points) where the Prince 
of Wales was educated and Be- 
dales, the progressive coedu- 
cational school, (21.1 points) 
came below the top compre- 
hensive In the Independent 
survey. Chase High School, 
Malvern (22.1 points). 

Dick Davison, spokesman 
for the Independent Schools In- 
formation Service, which sup- 
plied yesterday’s figures, said 
that the wide range of scores re- 
flected schools' different ad- 
missions policies. “Those with 
die most spectacular Arlevei re- 
sults are highly selective. There 


are lots of other kinds of inde- 
pendent schools, some of which 
will never appear in the top half 
of any league table.” 

Janies Sabbeh-CIare, head of 
Winchester, was modest * 
about the school's achievement. 
“If there have to be league ta- 
bles we don’t min d coming top 


We devote a lot of time to non- 

exam work. The feet that we are 

top gives people no idea what 
the atmosphere here is like.” 

•St Francis Xavier’s College 
in. Liverpool, said yesterday 
that since 1988 several of its 
pupils had achieved 13 grade As 
at GCSE, one with 11 stars. Yes- 
terday the Independent re- 
ported that two Gateshead beys 
had been awarded 13 A grades. 



Too much 


spent on top 
security jails 


Ian Bwrefl 


Too much money fe being 
poured into a handful of high- 
security prisons leading to the 
“impoverishment” of the rest of 
the country’s jails, according to 
the Chief Inspector of Prisons. 

Sir David Ramsbotham said 


ons were being “decnnai 


pay for the upgrading of 
security atthe six high-security 
“dispersal” jails. 

He questioned whether all 
the £150m worth of improve- 
ments recommended by Sir 
John Woodcock’s report into 
the 1994 Whitemoor jail break 
by six high-security inmates, 
including five IRA men, had 
proved value for money. 

His criticisms yesterday were 
included in a report on one of 
the dispersal prisons, Full Sut- 
ton in York, which was the scene 
of serious rioting earlier this year. 
The other dispersal jails are 
Whitemoor in Cambridgeshire, 
Long Lartin in Worcestershire, 
Frankland near Durham, Bel- 
marsh in south-east London 
and Wakefield. West Yorkshire. 

Sir David's comments came in 
the week it was announced that 
Full Sutton's Special Secure Unit, 
a maximum security “prison- 
within-a prison", was being 
“mothballed" following a down- 
grading of the security status of 
the IRA prisoners held there. 

Sir David, who completed his 
report before the announce- 
ment, said that he was con- 
cerned about the conditions 


inside the special units. “Their 
claustrophobic atmosphere af- 
fects staff as well as prisoners, 
and they must be-looked after 
as well,” he said. 

He added that he believed 
there was scope for cuts in the 
budget at Full Sutton, and that 
he bad found a “very marked” 
contrast between conditions 
and resources available at the 
dispersal jaib compared with the 
rest of the prison estate. 

“It has been described as 
‘them and us’ and it feels like 
it,” Sir David said. “I cannot ar- 
gue with the need to maintain 
security, particularly in bijgh- 
security prisons, but I wonder 
if the Woodcock improvements, 
as implemented at Fall Sutton, 
represent real value for money 
in contrast with the impover- 
ishment one finds elsewhere. 

“That in the order of an ad- 
ditional £2m per year is need- 
ed to pay the extra staff costs 
must not only be the envy of 
other governors who see their 
regimes decimated, but must 
suggest that a balance needs to 
be struck in the context of the 
prison budget as a whole.” 

Sir David said that staff at 
Full Sutton were now dearly in 
control of the prison after the 
serious rioting earlier this year 
caused damage set at hundreds 
of thousands of pounds. 

However, he warned that 
the way prisoners’ complaints 
were being treated by in a cav- 
alier way by some officers sug- 
gested that some complacency 
could be creeping in. 


Appeal allowed 
on girl inmates 


Louise Jury 


The Home Office was yesterday 
given leave to appeal against the 
High Court ruling outlawing the 
practice of holding young women 
offenders with adult prisoners. 

But the judges who made the 
judgment on Tuesday said yes- 
terday that they considered it 
“difficult to find any argument" 
for allowing young offenders to 
mix with adult criminals. 

About 80 young women are 
held in adult prisons instead of 
young offender institutions be- 
cause there are only eight women 
jails with such units, creating trav- 
elling difficulties. 

But the ruling is also believed 
to apply to the much larger pop- 
ulation of 1 ,500 young male of- 
fe riders also held in adult jails. 
Complying will create a logis- 
tical nightmare for the already 
over-stressed prison system. 

The Prison Service was yes- 
terday airanging to designate 
more prison accommodation 
as young offender institutions, 
but said that would inevitably in- 


crease the pressure on the adult 
system. The details of thejudg- 
ment were released yesterday. 
It enforces a section of the 1982 
Criminal Justice Act which 
states that offenders under-21 
who are sentenced to detention 
in a young offender institution 
must be sent to one. 

There is a power to detain in 
prison in incuvidoal cases, but 


Mr Justice Sedley and Mi Jus- 
tice Anstill held that the Home 
Office was acting unlawfully in 
using this power as a blanket 
policy covering all young 
women. In practice, young 
women have been automatically 
sent to adult jails pending re- 
moval to young offender units. 

Leave to appeal was granted 
after Robin Thin, for the Home 
Office, said the case was “of cod- 
sidcrable importance.” 

The young woman at the 
centre of the case, a 16-year-old 
known as F, spent 15 days in Rjfc- 
ley jail, Cheshire, but has now 
been found a place at Styal 
women's prison in Cheshire 
which has ayoung offender unit 
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Stodvm^evfflSofgS 

Martin d Oydes, in the beauti- 
E“ Anege region in south-west 




SSmSfiST b £Z™** British Stand before he meets 

hT 1 con_ Chancellor Helmut Kohl next 
S3SS? 1 "fcwteg adequate week. The French Finance 
^bhng forum the Downing Minister. Dominique Strauss- 


- — j uoa uccn on Josoin’s huriwt ftw i ooo c? *T* Qouot an effort to dispel the 

h , _ there with hisfemilyrand £?to fcSSStal ^ ? peak ‘ mmou P that the pair do not 
■toe French Prime Minister Li- ^ery often see eye to eye. Mr 

Oflel Jospin, who was visiting hi ^“^“Wehavedfiferent 

fionstituency of .OntegabelS 20 ^ dtha traditions, but we have common 

Wiles away, drove Over for "Pt vaJ V« ^ we are both 

lunch With ft. with some relaxing chat . socialists.” 



■#•3 y - 


nunours that the pair do not 
very often see eye to eye. Mr 
Jospin said: “We have different 


lunch with ms wife Syiviane. 
3b atmosphere .'• 

was • casual. Mr 
Stair* who has re- <r P| 
c^ved a royal weir- 
come here since wq 
ms arrival, looked 
relaxed -in his anrn 


‘The pony 
was much 

appreciated, 


i„. ■ ... values & 

aifflig with some relaxing chat”, socialists.' 

Officials at Mr Jospin’s office 

— have been keen ] 

to underline the 
)OIiy private nature of 

•1 the lunch. A 

1UCQ spokesman from 

■ j ffie Matignon 
idit6Q, said: “We have no 


holiday attkeofa CUUlUia, raid:“Wfehaveno 

g&SJSE but it will be iMSSSS? 

feftwitha i-djr -5 

SS3SfS?£ local ^^8 SMS 
jSSfi cM ^n’ 

of the 20fr inhabi- — ?,ass , aod f ^th 

vfl,afi « we « «ti«> what common ground 
^^el^dS ! m h e fl ? ein 'i , have, particularfyon Europe^ 
a of It is likely that the French 
^npagnewith the proud and leaderwfl] have tried to gain the 

“EXf 1 ViUa8e “PPPrt of his British counter- 
SQuare, wneretneviTb»ppT«nrA- nort nn c , - . 


ui. village 

square, where the villagers pre- 
sented Mr Blair’s three children 
with a young pony called Justin. 

However, the children will 
not bebringj-qgthe pony -of the 
Pyrenes Merens breed -home 
wkfrthem. A Downing Street 


part on jobs in Europe, which 
will be discussed at the EU em- 
ployment s ummi t in 
November. Mr Jospin lobbied 
for this summit at the inter- 
governmental conference in 
Amsterdam in June, emphasis- 

ine the imnnrtanw nf « ‘*ow>iol 


- — - — - - . . niuaicruani in June, empnasis- 

spokesman said: The gift “was ingthe importance of a Social 
veijr much appreciated, but the Europe” and rejecting an EU 
Blairs will leave the horse with based solely on economic ksues. 

a (OCA ramilvu^in 


liuivHTvuiv-uutaw win 1 

a local femify who also have chil- 
dren who are able to ride it” 
He was unable to saywhether 
the animal was given to the 
French family -to keep or for 
safekeeping until theBhws.are 


Soda] concerns in Europe 
have not dampened the French 
government’s enthusiasm for 
the single currency and Mr 
Jospin will have been keen to 
find out exactly where the 
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BosiianSerb President Biljana 
Plavsic has won the first round 
qf her battle with supporters of 
gadovan Karadzic; Dot she has 
a hard struggle ahead which 
qotdd still split the Bosnian 
§exb nmtHttate in two,_ geo- 

BosnkunSexb 
ipMitaiy staff based in Bijeljina 
warned Ms Ffevrfc that it would 

%npu^^^^^spHtaDg'm two. 
i Ms Plarac yesterday ap- 
tohave wres^ed control . 
Banja Luka DOlice from 


troops to seize Mr Karadzic and 
General Mladic, who are want 
ed for war crimes. 


“If individual actors in the cri- 
sis should continue to desta- 
bilise and destroy the stale, the 
army of the Serb Republic shall 
no longer tolerate and warn but 
shall undertake measures to de- 
fend integrity; sovereignty and 
rongtin i tinpai order,” the Bosn- 
ian Serb general staff said in a 
statement released in Pale, ft was 
dearly aimed at Ms Plavsic, and 
noted that the military had 
warned her last month that the 

international community could 
exploit the internal .dispute to 
weaken , the Bosnian Serb “re- 


ferees. 


350 British 


m 


wimps until die International Police 
vntirin ^hsk^ftasce-has comptetedan- 


.. criminal record or outstanding 


dlo Kn^snSCv'thfi Sertrzepre- 
tentative, on. the three-man 
gosaiae preshteocy. .- Mr 
gjggdzjlc and .General Sato 
MliuJicare-based. 

A cidt war between. Serbs 
TttbeBcsnr 


mu 




they are 
pledge of 

International 

jfeKar 1 -werc 

tfe^ghout the regkm. 

“Havsic has made a gaping 
hole in the police aciwcsk and the 
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holidaying. The Prime Minister met his French counterpart, LioneIJa»pln,^r an’jnfbrmalMIundi " 



Martin D’Oydes, where the family are 
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never seen anything like this. An 
anti-British riot, fisc and batons 
swinging, shotguns and tear gas 
-launchers loaded, Guinness 
bottles flying, high and angry 
Rastafarian youths demanding 
to see the Queen. 

But the 51-year-old Montser- 
rat police commissioner, every 
inch an English copper, handled 
it with aplomb. 

He looks more like Michael 
P alin than Wyatt Earp and he 
was armed only with a walkie- 
talkie, but he walked into the 
* rioters and single-handedly de- 
fused an ugly situation. It had 
threatened to produce bodies 
and turn into a national revolt 
on this volcano-battered island, 
but in the end everybody held 
hands and went home. 

The first violent anti-British 
riot ever seen on the British 
Caribbean colony began shortly 
before four pm on Thursday 
' afternoon. Within direct right of 
the Soufriere Hills volcano that 
has changed Montserratians' 

. lives, a couple of dozen Rasta- 
farian youths assembled outside 
the Reggae Lounge, a wooden 
shade dub in the township of 
-Salem. 

They overturned rubbish 
bins, smashed beer bottles, 
banged bongo drums and ex- 


terna tionai Development, Qare 
Short The so-called “voluntary 
repatriation'’, or evacuation, 
begins today but most Montser- 
rat! ans consider the British 
package woefully inadequate 
and are wondering why they 
should now be encouraged to 
leave their island when the vol- 
cano is mote peaceful than it has 
been for weeks. 

“What did Britain ever do for 
us?" shouted one man, wearing 
a red, yellow and green woollen 
hat, and a T-shirt saying “Hey 
moo, no problem, Africa unite." 
For the first time in the mod- 
em history of this Caribbean 


colony, the local police, most- 
ly from other Caribbean is- 


ly from other Caribbean is- 
lands and wearing riot squad 
helmets they had never used 
before, waded in with their 
batons. 

As bodies bounced off his 
outside wall and a policeman 
went down injured, Larry Sker- 
ritt closed the doors of his 
Desert Storm bar and came out 
to watch the action. The pro- 
testers continued to use his oil 
drum rubbish bins, full of emp- 
ty Heineken and Guinness bot- 
tles, for ammunition. 


Evacuation: Montserratians boarding a boat for Antigua yesterday. Some 

They overturned rubbish bins, smashed beer bottles, 
banged bongo drums and expressed their disgust 
with the evacuation corq>ensation package. The 
Voluntary repatriation’ begins today 


are expected to leave the island today 


going on, half a dozen of his 
men, wearing British military 
gas masks and carrying tear gas 
launchers and shotguns, ran at 
the protesters, dubbing them, 

11 » #. xL. 1 AA J 


That’s when Mr JHooper ar- 
ved in his white Jeep, but be- 


rived in his white Jeep, but be- 
fore he could work out what was 


ers and hauling theih off 
The protesters fought back 
and bottles flew but the Eng- 
lishman, the only white man in 
sigh t, walked into the m£l6e, 
pulled his men off and ordered 


them back. Surrounded by 
chanting and pushing youths, be 
began a dialogue. 

“Let’s ealm it down, shall 
we?” he said. “This is not the 
way to go about it I will take 
my officers away if you go 
away.” \ 

“I don’t have no place to go,” 
shouted Joseph ifegin. wielding 

a half-empty bottle of Guinness. 
“The volcano took my home. 


Tf you dean up the street, IH 
release die men detained,” said 
the police chief! “You go and 
foriring dean it up," replied Ste- 
drqy Brade, wearing a T-shirt 
that read: “Tough tunes don’t 
last, tough people do. Soufriere 
volcano 1997." 

“What & the protest about?" 
asked Mr. Hooper. “Equal 
rights and justice,” replied Mr 
Fhgjn. “I want a house with two 


bedrooms, a bathroom and a 
kitchen. 1 can’t go to Antigua. 
Over-populated. I can’t go to 
Guadeloupe. Don’t speak 
French.” 

Mr Hooper’s gas-masked 
men began to move forward. 
“Get back. Now!" yelled their 
boss. “We demand to see the 
Queen,” shouted a protester. 

“Let’s stop all this messing 
about," said Mr Hooper. 
“Who’s got a broom?” 

“TU dean up the street if you 
free our brothers,” said Mr 
Brade. 

“Free the prisoners. Flicking 
nowr Mr Hooperyelled to his 
men. 

A dreadlocked youth got on 
his knees in front of the police 
commissioner, looked up at 
him and said: “You’re a good 


man You rule over me.” The 
detained youths appeared, with 
ripped T-shirts and bruises, 
and rejoined their comrades. 

One of the noisiest youths 
took Mr Hooper’s hand and 
walked him back to his jeep as 
the protesters and bystanders 
.applauded. 

Tb complete Mr Hooper’s 
memorable day, Agnes Cas- 
sell, a friendly but mentally-dis- 
turbed Salem resident, jumped 
on the bonnet of his car and 
danced to the reggae music 
from a nearby ghetto-blaster. 

T’m the poor fool who ar- 
rived here seven days before the 

volcano erupted [in 19951,” to* 
commissioner told me later. 


“Nobody mentioned any vol- 
cano when I volunteered.” 


cano when I volunteered.” 

In the face of the mounting 


street protests, local government 
Chief Minister Bertrand Os- 
borne handed in his resignation 
on Thursday night His depu ly, 
lawyer and parliamentarian 
David Brandt, is expected to re- 
place him and form a new gov- 
ernment but rumours are rife 
here that Britain may take out- 
right control in the face of the 
volcano and evacuation crisis. 

“These protests are a natur- 
al expression of people’s frus- 
trations," British Governor 
Frank Savage said on the local 
radio yesterday. 

“The final turn of the screw 
of the volcano has proved just 
too much for us. 

“But while I understand 
these frustrations, this sends a 
wrong signaL It's not our way in 
Montserrat” 
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yourself with a Mercantile Credit Loan 




South Africans discover 
xenophobia as foreigners 
flood in looking for work 


m 


Mary Braid 

Johannesburg 
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MERCANTILE CREDIT CHECK ^ 


under 25 
0 




Rent 

furnished 

1 

Rem Own 

unfurnished mortgaged 

2 + 

Own 

outright 

5 


Under 2-4 year* 5^8 yews 
2 years 

1 2 3 


15 years 
or more 
5 


£10,000+1 £15 C2U.000+ 

1 2 3_ 


2-4 yean 5-8 years Over 
9 years 

2 * — * — 


s for your information only It does' not 
. reflect the weight we give to any factor 
indude many or the factors considered 
ing a loan request such as payment 
dTour ability to service your monthly 
‘ Final loan approval is not guaranteed 
re on this Eat. 



Je rcanxile 

* CREDIT 


__ Hon*, of vour (Bract peraoral tom. 
r a* to** W Wtfna MBUTSEftOBI. 
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Applying for an- unsecured loan 
from Mercantile Credit really is 
straightforward, whether you’re 

borrowing £500 or £15,000. 

Take the test opposite - 
with a score of 12 or more, it s 
well worth calling us about a 
Mercantile Credit loan. But 
even if you have a score of 1 1 or 
less, we’ll take all your personal 
circumstances into account 

when you call to apply* 

Your monthly repayments 
are fixed, and we’ll give you up 
to seven years to pay us back. 

You don’t need any deposit 
or security. We guarantee a 
quick decision. And we re open 
every day from 7am to 1 lp** 1 - 
So now youVe completed 
our 5 easy questions we have 
just one more — why not call us 
free now? 

PHONE FOR A FAST LOAN - QUOTING REF .4885 

0800 111 777 

OR. COMPLETE THE COUPON OPPOSITE. 







Wielding sjamboks and sticks 
the 30-sfrong gang of men at- 
tacked street traders in Johan- 
nesburg dty centre screaming in 
Zulu *phanisi ngeb\-erekwere" - 
down with the foreigners. 

As hawkers from all over 
Africa scattered for cover, try- 
ing to protect their stock, a trad- 
er from Senegal was beaten 
until he bled, and had bricks 
thrown at him. The attack on 
Monday was the second by 
South African street sellers on 
foreign hawkers in less than a 
week. 

The previous Wednesday six 
were arrested after shop win- 
dows were smashed, stalls over- 
turned and foreign vendors 
attacked when hundreds -of 
hawkers went cm the rampage 
after a meeting in Johannesburg 
to protest at Uk influx of “alien“ 

sellers onto the streets. By the 
afternoon usually bustling 
streets were eerily silent. 

Xeoopbobes all over the 
world seem to share the same 
dictionary. Mannekie Solomon, 
chair man of the Inner Johan- 
nesburg Hawkers Committee, 
told the Sowetan newspaper 
that foreign traders were 
“leeches", who dirtied the 
streets and stoic South African 
jobs. He and his members bad 
not fought in the liberation 
struggle to let this happen. 

In a country where official un- 
employment is more than 35 per 
cent and jobs in the formal sec- 
tor scarce, scapegoats are being 
sought. 

Johannesburg Council esti- 
mates 14,000 traders from 
around the world are now mak- 
ing RIOOm (£13Jm), tax free, 
from selling everything from 
roasted mealies (com cobs) to 
leather bandbags. 

The two attacks are the first 
dramatic signs of the savage 
competition for work. More 
worrying, they highlight the 
growing xenophobia of block 
South Africans towards mi- 
grants from other parts of the 
continent, whom they blame for 
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Get out of town: Migrant hawkers scatter as local street vendors in Johannesburg 
attack them last week. The traders blame foreigners for stealing jobs 


everything from rising crime to 
unemployment 

This week the South African 
Human Rights Commission 
said the attacks were a funda- 
mental abuse of the human 
rights of immigrants, who were 
protected under South Africa's 
celebrated new constitution. A 
spokesman said the attacks 
dented the international image 
of South Af rica. particularly in 
Africa. One outraged black 
journalist, who witnessed the 
first attack, was clearly 
ashamed. “Are we not all 
Africans?" he said. 

South Africa has experienced 
a flood of illegal African im- 


migrants flee ini* economic and 
social instability. Last year 
180,713 were repatriated. 

The majority came from 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe, 
although some have trekked 
from as far as Ethiopia. Those 
who arc expelled are believed 
to be just the lip of the iceberg. 
Estimates of how many illegal 
immigrants are in the coumry 
range from 500,000 to 6 million. 

Some lake desperate risks. 
The first attack in Johannesburg 
city centre came as Kruger Na- 
tional Bark revealed a pride of 



lions had been put down after 
eating a Mozambican man try- 
ing to cross illegally into South 
Africa. The lions were believed 
to be responsible for killing 
three other Mozambicans. 

In the past nine months 11 
people have been eaten by wild 
animals while trying to enter 
South Africa illegally, including 
a woman and her twoycar-old 
son. There are also reports of 
Zimbabweans trying to swim the 
Limpopo River being eaten by 
crocodiles. 

The influx of illegal immi- 
grants - and the widespread 
xenophobia — is causing much 
soul searching. It costs South 
Africa at least R200m a year to 
remove illegals, who invariably 
turn up again weeks later. 

As the army and police strug- 
gle to patrol the huge border 
more radical solutions arc be- 
ing suggested. Some academics 
daim it would he better to ac- 
cept the border cannot be main- 
tained. and allow immigrants to 
come in without penalty. They 
argue that the numbers in- 
volved are exaggerated and 
that the same people are being 
repatriated again and again. 

Christian Sogerson and Tal- 


Ibre Toure. researchers at the 
University of the Witwater- 
srand in Johannesburg, chal- 
lenge the notion that 
immigrants arc a drain on the 
system. They daim immigrants 
actually create employment 
through their small businesses. 
Other recent research con- 
cluded migration was good for 
the economy because it brought 
in people with initiative. 

Religious leaders, mean- 
while, are appealing to a sense 
of fair play and attention tb re- 
cent history. “While unem- 
ployment is a crisis for South 
Africa, that is no reason for the 
callous ill treatment of 
economic refugees who come 
to Soutb Africa,” said Bishop 
Mvume Dandale of the 
Southern Africa Methodist 
Church. 

Reverend Paul Verryn, the 
Methodist bishop whose parish 



covers Johannesburg dty cen- 
tre, said attackers should re- 
member that many African 
states had aided the struggle by 
protecting, housing ana 
employing some of tbe country}* 
current key leaders. The impli- 
cation was dear, this was hardly 
the way to repay past favours. . 
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Disney celebrates first birthday of town 

they built out of the American dream 


Celebration, Florida 


It nestles by a blue lagoon, its 
Classically styled clapboard 
houses glistening in the blazing 
sun- Its pristine mainstreet, lined 
wiui small shops, begins at the 

colonnaded town hall and ends 

m abower at the water's edge. 

There are neat viliagey 

streets that cmve and weave, de- 
fying the standard grid pat- 
1, * en b nnd a garden square or 
two. The brand-new school is 
not - like most new schools - 
stranded way outside town. 

There are woods and grass and 
even pavements that lead some- 
where. Everyone is linked by a 
town-wide “intranet” and, of 
course, there is a golf course. 

But for any American with in- 
tellectual pretensions and for 
any European with half a sense 
of history, there is only one po- 
litically correct response to this 
small town in the central Flori- 
da marshes. It is “Ugh!". 

To its detractors, Celebration 
commits two cardinal sins sim- 
pfy by being there: it is a com- 
pletely artificial construct and 
it is a product of the ever- 
spreading Disney Company. 
But for the several dozen cou- 
ples and families who visit the 
town each day with a view to set- 
tling here, these are its charms. 

Strange though this may 
seem in Europe, much of Mid- 
dle America associates Disney 
not with kitsch and commer- 
cialisation, but with “quality” 
and “family values”. It guaran- 
tees a traditional sort of safe- 
ty; you can rely on h. 

And what these Americans 
(Eke the late W&li Disney before 
them) hanker after is the small 
town of imagined childhood 
memory: a town with a centre, 
with waikable streets and hous- 
es that look as houses ought to 
look; a town where you feel safe 
enough to leave your from 
door unlocked, let your chfldren 
walk to school, and lend your 
neighbour a cup of sugar. 

Small matter that, as sophis- 
ticates say dismissively, such a 
town never existed, except per- 
haps in the pictures of Norman 
Rockwell (another object of 
their scorn). The message of 
Celebration, joyously received 
by aspiring townspeople, is that 
even if it did not exist, it could 
- and would - have been in- 
vented. Now, a year after the 
first residents moved in, Cele- 
bration is, depending on your 
point of view, a town of 1,200 
souls, or no soul at alL 

Some have dubbed it a “com- 
pany town” and drawn parallels 
with the forward-looking set- 
tlements built by paternalistic 
employers for their workers - 
like Port Sunlight near Liver- 
pool. But Celebration is not a 
charitable endeavour, nor is it 
paternalistic, and it is not pop- 
ulated by Disney employees. 

Celebration was devised and 
planned by a specially formed 
subsidiary of the Disney Com- 
pany on Disney -owned land 




Boston’s mayor rights 
a 70 -year-old wrong 

and sentenced for robbing a 
paymaster and his^ guard at a 
time of fierce anti-immigrant 
sentiment in the US. The fair- 
ness of the judge was questioned. 

Twenty years ago, on the 
50th anniversary of the execu- 
tion, the then governor of Mass- 
achusetts, Michael Dukakis, 
described the event as “a clas- 
sic example of a miscarriage of 
justice" and said . there was a 
strong case for believing one or 
berth men were innocent, Tne 
week. Mr Meriini, Boston's first 
ItaHan-Americah mayor, said he 
was accepting the plaque be- 
. cause it represented an impor- 
tant part of American history. 


Mary Dejervsky 

Washington 

Tbie mayor of Boston will today 
formally accept a memorial 
plaque to two executed Italian 
bnjnigrarits whose fate became 
a symbol for injustice m the 
United States. 

Thomas Menino s action, /u 

vears after the two self-con- 
fessed anarchists, Nicola Sacco 
and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, went 
to the electric chair for mur der 
and aimed robbery, marks the 
latest attempt by the city to lay 
the affair to rest 
Sacco, a. cobbler, and 

v&nzetti a fidipedfar, were tried 


But intellectuals 
snub gleaming 
experiment with 
reality, reports 

Mary Dejevsky 

just south of the theme parks 
with twin aims: to meet a per- 
ceived demand for a town like 
this, and to see whether Walt 
Disney's original idea for Epcot 
(the experimental prototype 
community of tomorrow which 
became just another theme 
park) could work for real. ’‘Ex- 
perimental prototype commu- 
nity of yesteryear", scoff critics 
- even though demand for 
houses has exceeded supply. 

There are mo qualifications for 
living there, the Celebration 
Company insists, but you have 
to demonstrate your commit- 
ment by buying or building a 
house there, and then living in 
it at least nine months of the 
year. The prices alone operate 
as a sort of selection; starting 
around $160,000 (£100.000) for 
more modest houses, they are 
very high compared with prices 
locally. The architectural con- 
straints are another bar only cer- 
tain styles and features are 
permitted so as to maintain the 
“integrity" of the whole. “Mick- 
ey Mouse town", say the critics. 

A year on, people are stifl 
buying. Most houses are occu- 
pied and term at the school has 
just begun. The next develop- 
ment phase has been acceler- 
ated and a massive hospital 
and recreation complex is 
scheduled to open early. 

Despite all this activity, the 
streets by day seem strangely 
empty and the report card on 
the town’s first year is mixed. 
Enthusiasts talk about friendli- 
ness, safety and civilisation. 
Critics talk of sanitised living 
and wonder whether a “com- 
munity” can be built so easily. 

A few of the bigger mansions 
are back on the market. A 
□umber of families became dis- 
illusioned with the experimen- 
tal school curriculum and the 
fact that the new building was 
not ready last year. They had ex- 
pected a sound dose of the three 
Rs in a state-of-the-art building, 
and presumably straight A 
grades for their offspring. 

This innate conservatism . in 
fact, seems to characterise Cel- 
ebration better than its exper- 
imental aspect For, despite its 
novel beginning, the town re- 


sembles nothing so much as an 
upmarket white suburb of al- 
most any United States city, with 
the houses just squashed up a 
little for a faux-inban effect. 

Its appeal is identical to that 
of such suburbs: its residents se- 
lect themselves by income and 
aspiration. With its small-town 
arrangement and its small shops 
and cafes, it seems to offer the 
best of both worlds. 

Last summer, as the first res- 
idents arrived, the chief ques- 
tions raised by Celebration 
derived from its artificiality. 
Can a community be created 
from scratch? The company 
says that is up to the residents. 
Can, and should, a town be 
started and effectively governed 
by a corporation? The compa- . 
ny replies that local democra- 
cy wifi grow. But will it. if the 
residents prefer to live as Dis- 
ney-style customers rather than 
democratic participants? 

A year on, however. Cele- 
bration poses another ques- 
tion. It is an extension of the 
question posed by the prolifer- 
ation of exclusive ana largely 
self-contained suburbs around 
major US cities. Should one sec- 
tion of the population be able 
to withdraw so completely as to 
be living in a separate world? 
And if not. how can that trend 
possibly be stopped? 



Clean sheet: Celebration has picture-book buildings and waikable streets where residents feel safe, but no history yet Photograph: Stuart Carte 
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Why Mir crew 
had to walk 
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The restoradoa of power to the 
Mir space station yesterdaywas 
a mayor step back to full oper- 
ation - but the harder task 
ipay lie ahead of the three-man 
crew, who are having a well- 
darned rest this weekend from 
duties. 

e biggest problem, which 
has yet to be tackled. wQI be to 
fix the hole in the Spektr mod- 
ule, caused on 25 June when a 
Progress supply ship crashed 
slowly but unstoppably into it 
Repairing that hole, which 
still renders Spektr unusable, 
will involve an outside space- 
walk and a patching job that 
t>as never actually been at- 
tempted on a working space- 
craft. 

‘ Fixing holes in spacecraft is 
not a task that anyone under- 
takes lightly: if the seal is not 
perfect then it could fail cata- 
strophically, and cause a repeat 
of the desperate five-minute 
scramble to seal off the module 
that led to power cables being 
cut off last time. 


- such as an orbiting paint 
speck which dented but did 
not puncture a Space Shuttle 
window some years ago - or 
total, as happened Last year 
when a telecommunications 
satellite abruptly stopped 
working— almost certainly 
due to being hit by “space 
junk”. 

However, if the hole can be 
fixed, using a combination of 
high-tech glues and simple 
patching, then Spektr will come 
back into its own as the only per- 
manent floating laboratory 
presently available in space. 
Companies and governments in 
the United States, Europe and 
Japan are all prepared to pay 
handsomely for science exper- 
iments to be performed in the 
exceptional conditions of space. 

That is an important money- 
earner for Russia. Although 
Resident Boris Yeltsin yester- 
day pledged that the 1998 Russ- 
ian budget would provide 
more money for space and avi- 


ation, implicrtiy slapping down 
the comments of a treasury 
minister earlier in the week that 
^Mir should be left to bum up”, 
it has to earn its keep and 
that means getting back into 
Spektr and starting the exper- 
iments going again - British 
bom crew member Michael 
Foale had to abandon 
them abruptly when the air 
started hissing out of his 
module. 

Restoring the power from the 
solar panels on Spektr, the 
newest of the six modules that 
comprise Alb-, will boost the en- 
rcem 


of its maximum, and should end 
the repeated problems which 
have seen the space station 
losing its {gyroscopic orientation 
and sp inning chaotically 
through its orbit, losing extra 
power because its panels are not 
oriented correctly to pickup the 

s unh'ghf 

Exactly when the leak can be 
repaired is still a matter for de- 
bate, however. Yesterday’s mis- 
sion did not find it at once, 
which is why the external space- 
walk is necessary. 




| the faults so far 

j Fab 24 -Bra breaks out vital c o s m ona n ts by to change an abater. The crew 
haw to war gas masks against fan® rafeased tfDrtngtfwfnckfenL 
Man* 6 - Cargos Progress fafls to dock wffliWr and Is dunked. 

Man* 7' - Generator providing oxygen fate, taring tee crew to use tecta? 
'chemical system. 

April 4- La* cfevBtops in cocrthg system, taigjorarty knotting out a denes 
used to maintain breathable air on board. 

| Jme 25 - Anrther Progress cargo craft hte Mr during practice Acting. 

, puncturing Speta modute and damaging sotar battarias. July 3 - HavtgSton 
devices to keep solar anew parts fend up «tee jam faL Adjusted by next toy. 
| Jofjr S - Cosmoraute report teey hear thumps aid sea something leaking 
overboard from the damaged meddle. Officials say they do not tow* vrtat leaked 
but insist B was not fueL • 

M 17 - Crew member mttdcMfy ptflte out a vital computer cable, prompting 
massive power fafore . 

tapst 7 - FaBiae in automatic docking system forces anMng reflet cosmonauts 
to go to manual docking attest minute. 

Augost 14 - Booster iwhst wtifcf? should ease landtag of Soyuz capsule bringtog 
cosmonauts bac* a Eartb fate, giving mam a roeph totfino but no Injuries. 
Annul 17 - Mr suddenly cancels docking vrtte resupply sHp star computer 
programing error. 

AugodlB - Man computer fafc, sanding Mtr spinrfng in flaorienfifontortta 
third tone since June. Computer is repatal end orientation reesttdshed In a day. 


^The three cosmonauts 
leave Mir mam module 
and enter the core module 








Mir main 
module 


Soyuz Escape 
Module v 



| ©Foafe entare Soyuz 
I escape module, sealing 
second hatch. (Ifthe otd 
and new hatches on 
'SpeJdretedfalted, the 
cosmonauts would have 
abandoned Mir and 
.’.•jj returned to Earth from hare) 


| O Vinogradov enters Spektr | 
to connect cables to three 
! undamaged solar panels, 

| Inspect lor other damage 
and remove debris 



Your £2.5million Student 
Passport To I ndependence 


This is day ten. of The Independent's ‘£2.5million Student 
Passport To independence’ - the promotion just for UCAS 
applicants. We have 20,000 passports to give away, each 
offering over £125 off CDs, videos, magazines, food and 
drink - an ideal way to enjoy your first term of independence. 
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YOUR FIRST WILDCARD TOKEN 


W e have now featured all the nine brilliant offers 
available in our passport, each with tokens to 
stick to your entry form. 

If you haven’t yet collected seven tokens needed to 
enter the competition, don’t worry - today and tomorrow 
we’re publishing wild card tokens which you can use in 
place of any you’ve missed. 


Just remember to send your entry form with at least 7 
tokens, your name, addrek and answer to the question: 
‘What do the letters UGAS stand for?’ and send in your 
entry form to ‘The £2L5 Million Student Passport To 
Independence’, P.O. Box 6868, jLondon E14 5AW. Please 
allow 28 days for delivery of the booklets. 
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MONEY OFF SUBSCRIPTIONS 

LOADED, MARIE CLAIRE, VOX, NME AMD NEW SCIENTIST 


£ 32.00 


£ 25.99 


loaded 

For men who should 
know better -for the 
man who knows he 
could do anything if 
he didn’t have a 
hang over. Loaded 
gets heavy about 
fife’s big issues - 
sex, drink and 
sport 


MARIE CLAIRE 

Ground breaking 
features phis top 
looks from Britain’s 
'sward winning 
fashion magazine. 




NME 

Every week, NME 
covers the newest 
artists to the most 
established acts in 
it’s own inimitable 
style, offering up 
the definitive 
statement on 
today's music 
scene. 


‘vox 

An authoritative 
and comprehensive 
monthly guide to 
the best in music, 
movies, videos, 
books and hi-fi. 

It is the ultimate 
music and 
entertainment 
guide for the - 
music fanatic. 


NEW SCIENTIST 

New Scientist is the UK's 
most popular science and 
technology weekly. 
Carrying over 150 new 
science jobs every week - 
it’s a must for every 
student. 
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0 Core module is 

depressurised. Solovyov 
and Vinogradov wearing 
space suits open and 
replace batch to damaged 
Spektr module. New hatch 
has cables tor solar panels 


' •a. M-'fe* 


SpeWr.i, 

;•> v;v 

•• -./-i - if 

Damaged h 
solar panel c 


1 0 Vinogradov returns to L - r . 
core, seals new Speklre “"'• 
'hatch and ^pressurises 
core module 
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Two killed in Kenyan 
church shooting 

Gunmen shot and killed two displaced Kenyans in a raid 
on a church compound south of the Indian Ocean city of 
Mombasa yesterday, taking the toll from 10 days of ethnic 
attacks in the region to 42 people dead. 

On a positive note for Kenya, International Monetary 
Fund officials said a delegation would arrive in Nairobi on 
Monday to discuss with President Daniel arap Moi a date 
for resuming negotiations on a $205ra aid package halted 
last month. The President arrived in Mombasa by . . 

helicopter yesterday on his first visit to the coast since the 
start of the violence. Reuters - Lfkoni 

Tutsis massacred m camp 

At least 107 refugees were killed and 30 wounded in an 
attack on a camp housing Tutsis from former Zaire in 
Rwanda's northwestern border region of Gisenyi. United 
Nations spokeswoman Pamela O’Toole said preliminary 
reports indicated that the ethnic Tutsis. who fled fighting 
in the Masisi region in eastern Zaire, were massacred with 
machetes by unidentified attackers late on Thursday night. 
Rwandan government officials put the death toll higher at 
120, including local Chilians. Reuters - Geneva. 

Erbakan chats with Le Pen 

TUrkey's Islamist leader Necmettin Erbakan and France’s 
far-right Jean-Marie Le Pen held an unlikely meeting at a 
Turkish seaside retreat. The Milliyvt newspaper said they 
held six hours of talks on Thursday in a hotel in AJlinoluk 
on the Aegean, where former prime minister Erbakan 
regularly takes breaks. ."A meeting of opposites took 
place. Our leader made recommendations to Le Pen and 
told him about Turkey," Welfare Party MP Melunet Ali 
SahiD said. * Reuters - Ankara 

Rome punishes injury to dragon 

An Italian court sentenced a man to three months in jail 
for d amag i ng a fountain and ordered him to pay the costs 
of restoring Rome's 17th-century Bernini sculpture. 
Sebastiano Intili. who snapped off the tail of a dragon in 
the fountain in the Piazz3 Navona. was also ordered to 
pay legal costs of some L2m (£695). Intfli's lawyer said bis 
client would file counter-charges, demanding that the city 
council pay him L300m (£J 1)4,250).- Reuters - Rome 
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A happy summer for the health police 


B S? h £ f £' *** *** dweUer knows, 
!ELS5 ■*«* at kome. Streets are 

and a d3£oS queues "* 

®s« 3 SS“ 

,- **»“* S?* m a hot tin can jammedfoa 
t diesel fumes mingling with 

the aromaof mannrte sandwich^aSbniised 

S ®? 35 S3l ftactfa,B ^ demand “Arew 
die back ought to make any- 
Bnt3sh Heart Fotmdationhas 
™ec«sarily warned that the combination of 
trawUjot weather and air pollution can speU 
danger for those “intent on fun”. Amazing^ 

kJ.uu 8 !- ^ a ^ uxn P er summer for the 
health police. We have had warnings about the 
sun, the an, and the sea, about impurities in 
drinking water, E coli 0757 and nerve damage 
caused by vitamins (B 6 ). But outdoing aflthese 
have been warnings about the heart 
Within the space of six weeks, at least half a 
dozen theories about the causes of heart dis- 



niates of risk leave the average reader 

fllMinriorm n _1 « r 


spouse, diet or holiday plans. Scientifically, 
there may be nothing to fault But in public 
health terms it is a disaster. Any bar-room 


medic trying to assess the competiug arguments 
can only conclude that doctors are as ignorant 
as the rest of us - and mine’s a pint, a greasy 
bacon sarnie and a packet of 20 please, guv. 

A striking example of the difficulties the pub- 
lic face occurred last month. On 23 July, the 
National Heart Forum called a press confer- 
ence to highlight Britain’s poor record on heart 
disease measured against comparable countries 
and to reinforce the message on diet, exercise 
and smoking. These three, the experts said, 
accounted for most erf the variation in heart dis- 
ease rates and there was no other factor, either 
known or likely, to be discovered, that had an 
impact of a similar magnitude on the risk. 

Yet the following day, a paper in The Lancet, 
the latest in a series to emerge from a 20 -year 
examination of 10,000 civil servants known as 
the Whitehall study, showed bosses who have 
control over their work are less likely to sof- 
fer heart attacks than workers who don’t 
Those on the top floor were healthier than 
those on the shop floor and it was the degree 
of participation in decisions that accounted for 
most of the difference. 

Reconciling these two views of the causes of 
heart disease demands an appreciation of rel- 
ative risk. Comparing overfed, understretched 
(in a physical sense) ^festemers with their lean, 
active cousins in the developing world leaves 
no doubt about the importance of the tradi- 
tional risk factors of diet, exercise and smok- 





mg. But within Western nations, differences 
persist between groups. When comparing 
British executives with British clerks, job con- 
trol appears to aooount for almost half the vari- 
ation of heart attack risk - but that is a snail 
difference compared to the benefit (in heart dis- 
ease terms) ofbeing born in, say, Uganda. ' 

That is only the start of the confusion. This 
week, researchers reported that submissive 
Women have one third of the risk of suf fering 
an attack compared with those'who are more 
assertive. Earlier research has shown that 
aggressive, ambitions Itype A personalities are 
more prone to attacks than relaxed T^pe B 
ones. Next week a new study wfl! suggest that 
men whogive blood reduce their risk by deplet- 
ing their iron stores - in the same way that 
women do naturally through menstruation. 
Red wine, what your mother ate during preg- 
nancy, andhsfoctiaa have also been implicated. 

So, where does that leave us? Meek, non- 
smoking blood donors who run their own lives, 
eat up their greens and cycle to work shall live 
long enough to inherit the earth - while the 
rest of us enjoy life, ignore the health advice, 
and die young. 

Science offers no simple answers. We have 
to learn to live with uncertainty and accept that 
scientific understanding proceeds like football 
-with much, apparently purposeless, running 
around punctured by occasional flashes of bril- 
liance that move the game forward. 


The drawback is that this leaves openings 
for those who wish to exploit the uncertainty 
for their own commercial advantage. Yes- 
terday, David Bacon, head of corporate 
co mmuni cation at British American 
Urfiacco, sought to muddy the clear message 
on smoking delivered a day earlier by Geof- 
frey Bible, the chairman and chief executive 
of die US tobacco giant Philip Morris, that 
cigarettes “might have” killed 100,000 
Americans. 

fa a piece of sophistry of the sort we have 
come to expect from the tobacco industry, Mr 
Bacon sought to represent this historic admis- 
sion as no more than an observation about the 

statistical link between smoking and lung can- 
cer. He claimed the disease’s biological cause 
had “still to be established”. 

TbchnicaBy he may be right, but morally his 
position is bankrupt. There can be no doubt 
about the lethal nature of cigarettes yet this 
fluffy, is still being fudged three decades 
after it became a certainly. 

On the major issues erf public health - 
smoking, heart disease, cancer - where there 
is a measure of agreement we need scientists 
to sign up to the basic thesis rather than 
squabbling over the finer points. Scientific 
accuracy demands an assessment both of the 
strength of the evidence and of the power of 
the conclusion. Facts are not sacred, they 
require interpretation. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Devolution is best for Scotland and Westminster 


Sir: The three letters printed today 
(20 August) demonstrate a lack of 
understanding of devolution. First, 
it does nor duplicate effort Over 
two centuries the demands upon 
our system of government have 
increased enormously, with the 
addition of myriad responsibilities. 
The UK Parliament does not have 
time to debate important issues in 
sufficient detail. As many big 
businesses have done, it makes 
sense to do things efficiently by 
devolving responsibility to the 
component parts, allowing them to 
consider their needs in detail and 
at the same time freeing up 
Westminster to focus on UK issues 
insufficient detail. 

Secondly, proportional 
representation will help prevent 
corruption, unlike the first past the 
post system that has encouraged 
corruption at both local and 
national level. It is highly unlikely 
that any party, let alone clique, mil 
gain a majority in the Scottish 
Jfatiament, as they would need to 
gain more than 50 per cent of the 
vote to do so. Instead parties wiS 
have to cooperate with each other, 
agreeing on policies which are thus 
likely to be in tune with the wishes 
of the majority of the electorate. 

Thirdly, there are few areas 
where disputes between the UK 
and Scottish Parliaments can 
D develop, as their respective areas 
of responsibility will be clearly 
delineated. In the event that there 


White Paper for addressing these 
in talks between the Cabinet and 
the Scottish Executive. Ultimately, 
any dispute can be referred to the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council. 

In any case, it is better that 
there are occasional disputes 
between two elected Parliaments 
than the feelings of deep 
resentment that developed in 
Scotland while subjected to 18 
years of Conservative rule. R»r a 
nation that consistently elected a 
majority of non-Toiy MFs it was 
galling to be subjected to 
Tbatcherite experiments (ike die 
poll tax. The depth of that 
resentment was demonstrated on 
the 1 May when no Tbries were 
elected in Scotland at afl. 

SAM GHIBALDAN 
Press Officer 
Scotland FORward 
Edinburgh 


are 


mechanisms are proposed in the 


Sin The argument about whether 
or not a referendum should be 
held before or after the 
Devolution Act is passed through 
Parliament misses the point 
(Sheena McDonald; “Labour’s 
slippery offering to the people of 
Scotland", 22 August). 

Thm DalyeD MP may believe 
that die devil lies in the detail but I 
doubt whether the average voter is 
going to base their final decision 
on what the Act wCD have to say on 
savings and investments, personal 
pensions and annuity schemes etc, 
nor should they. Instead, the 


referendum vote should be based 
upon a consideration of basic 
constitutional principles. ’ 

Do the Scottish people want 
Scottish affairs to be governed by 
representatives directly 
accountable for their wori, or do 
they trust British MFs to do the 
job for them? Furthermore, are 
Scottish people willing to take 
genuine responsibility for then- 
own affairs, ie to put their money 
where their mouth is? That is the 
broad gist of the proposals, and as 
such is dearly outlined by the 
White Piper and the Labour 
manifesto. . 

These are the questions which 
the referendum should address, 
meanwhile Parliament, if it is 
designed for any purpose at all, is 
there to scrutinise the detaiL That 
function it will be better able to 
perform once the basic principles 
have been accepted by the Scottish 
le. One need only recall the 


jbustermg which accompanied 
1978-9 le ‘ ‘ 


the 1978-9 legislation to realise the 
common sense behind the present 
government’s approach. 

But just in case Sheena 
McDonald is correct and the voter 
really is about to rest their decision 
on the precise detail of tire 
Devolution Act, might I suggest 
that we are truly democratic and 
have not two questions on the 
referendum paper but one 
question for every danse of the 
Act. 

RICHARD KIRKHAM 
Sheffield 



Oars, trams and trolleybuses 


Sin One city that has, 
proportionally, similar problems to 
London is Prague (“Who needs a 
second car?", 22 August). Built on 
tines completely incompatible with 
the motor car, and filled with both 
a large tourist and indigenous 
population, it can show John 
Prescott a (subsidised) solution 
that works. 

As a regular visitor, I never 
attempt to use my car in the city. 
Parking is severely restricted to 
residents and where there are car 
parks, they are comparatively 
expensive. The alternatives are 
cheap and plentiful, but their 
prime attraction is their reliability. 

Trams have priority over all 
other traffic. Buses run exactly on 
time - again due to their priority 
over other vehicles. The Metro 
runs on time and has surroundings 
both pleasant and functional, a 
ticket costs 10 crowns ( 20 p) and 
lasts for one hour after being 
stamped at the start of a journey. 
Mixing forms of travel during that 
hour is unrestricted. 

Mussolini may have made the 
trains run on time, but Mr Prescott 
should look to Havel for his model 
for a t ran sport solution, for 
London at leasL 
M GODDARD 
London SW1 


from a hotel on die outskirts to the 
centre of Salzburg. 

It had good acceleration, good 
bus-type accommodation, and 
being unconstrained by tracks, was 
able to move to the side of the 
road for easy access. Its rubber 
tyres made for noise-free comfort 
In 1952 London had the highest 
concentration of trolleybuses in the 
world. Some were even built 
during World Whr II to reduce 
consumption of precious imported 
fuel in favour of home-produced 
coaL Some double-deckers bad a 
maximum capacity of 54 
passengers. The only disadvantage 
was that two overhead wires were 
needed, but this was 
counterbalanced by the feet that 
trolleybuses run on ordinary roads, 
with no track laying or 
maintenance. 

DL SMITH 

Daventrji Northamptonshire 


Sirin the laudable discussion 
about fewer cars, a cleaner 
environment, and better public 


transport, no (me appears to have 
considered what is formal 


Sir Stephen Cromie (letter. 18 


Allsport 


Bnpty seats at the Oval show the nation* Jack of taterest hi cricket 

Cricket is enjoyed by the Establishment, not by the public 

who really do like cricket pay to 
watch it on dedicated channels. 


Sir I would encourage the 

Government to aBow cridcet to 

sell TV rights to the likes of . 
BSkyB (“Tfest cricket may goto 
satellite TV" , 18 

then our televisaons wfll be tteea 

from the BBC’s countless hours of 
prime network time devoted to the 


is 


Contrary to accepted wisdom, 
icket in the UK « a sport which 
miy a small 
gets far more 


cricket in 
enj 

but 


♦ton ire fair share of media 
coverage. Unlike with football, foe 
nation’s lack, of interest cricket is 
clearly apparent from the 
thousands of empty seats regularly 
seen around the televised games. 

. One can almost imagine it as 
some kind of state religion, with 
the Establishme nt trying to expose 
the public to ft in quantities large 


AUS1AIR LENCZNER 
London SW4 


think h is good for them, 
stop thus nonsense and make those 


Sin If BSkyB are interested in 
covering Tbst Cricket they should 
be allowed to purchase it on one 
condition- that they take over 
responsibility for broadcasting Test 
Match Special from Radio 4 as welL 
JAMES MB MCLAREN 
Cheltenham 


Britain’s policy towards its dependants used to be dignified 

residents of the island of St digoi&d policy towards te 

Helena, and its dependent islands, dependent lemton^ -the 
When one of these islands, islanders wmestffl fell Bnttsh 
Tristan' da Cunha, saffisred fts own dozens and were able to choose 
volcanic eniptionin 1961, the 
i sland ers were evacuated 6,000 
miles to the UK until the island 
was safe to re-inhabiL ln those 
days - when Britain had a more 


Sfcyoortetofnadkfioorf 
duty intfre sbadowof a volcano , 

Nationality ApL which stripped 
thousands of Britidi otaecs ip _ 
dependent territories of the right 

** Sava 

w end th& irgustice and restore 
frti nationality status *9*“® ■ 


whether to stay in Britain or 
return home to Tristan. Only a 
handful chose to stay. 

SAUL BILLINGSLEY 
LondonN4 


tepbt 

August) perpetuates the myth that 
"motorists" are on the road by 
choice, and have an option to use 
public transport 

Far most motorists on the M25, 
for example, there is no practical 
public transport option, because 
the rail infrastructure in and 
around London is designed to 
cany people to and from the 
centre, not from suburb to suburb. 
Since many businesses have moved 
out from the centre to these very 
suburbs, their stalls have to 
commute from suburb to suburb. 

Instead of widening the M25, 
expenditure on a parallel ‘ring 
rail" connecting the outer London 
suburbs, the radial rail services and 
Heathrow would be far more 
beneficial 
KEITH HALES 
Uxbridge, Middlesex 


for many a 
major problem, namely how do you 
get the shopping home? Our 
mothers and grandmothers, many 
of them full-time housewives, 
needed to shop several times a 
week in order to ensure fresh food 
and many shops at that time made 
regular home deliveries. 

It is quite impractical to expect 

a simerS^o^Tweek after 
work, and often with small children 
in tow, to lug a full trolley’s worth 
of groceries home on bus or train. 
Unless this problem fa addressed, 
the second car win be here to stay. 
MARY MACRAE-GIBSON 
Burston, Norfolk 


Sin Ministers are considering a ban 
on local, non-commercial traffic 
from the M 6 , giving more space for 
long-distance heavy-goods vehicles. 
I can see a vision, an M 6 with loads 
of room for oose-to-tail trucks - 
hang on, it looks a bit like die 
mainline train that does almost the 


same journey each day. 
MARTIN 'WANNESS 
Windermere, Cumbria 


Sin There fa a better solution to 
urban chans than the tramcar. For 
silent, speedy operation in town 
centres the trolleybus beats the 
tramcar any day. On holiday 
recently I was glad to see that this 
vehicle still exists m Belgium and 
Austria. I saw examples in daily use 
in Ghent, Innsbriki and Salzburg. 

I rode era an articulated trolleybus - 


Sin Has anyone mentioned car j 

insurers as a way of controlling / 

traffic? My son, who lives in j 
Vancouver, Canada, travels to work 
daily on the bus as there is a , 

reduced rate of car insurance on j 
cars which are not taken into town 
by commuters during the week. ,• 
PADAY 

Woodphanpton, Preston ! 


Master plan for the Festival Hall 


Sir. I was the master planner for 
the South. Bank for sis years and 
support the proposals to replan 
this urban quarter, as it realty 
needs iL My plans incorporated a 
lightweight enclosure to the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall and Hayward 


Gallery and Lord Rogers’ scheme 
follows this thinking and has man y 
other very positive aspects. 

However, I ahvays^danned to 
involve other architects to create 


diversity and, in particular, hated 
wished tot; 


and wished to undo the “mega” 
architecture of the original LCC 
scheme that wrapped the Festival 
Hall, and indeed the whole site, in 
octppns tentacles of the same 
concrete design. 

Like Professor Robert Maxwell 
(Letters, 13 August), I am 
therefore concerned that Lord 
Rogers' scheme may well, in ihe 
end, be perceived as doing the 
same flnng, ie enveloping the ate 


in one kind of architecture, . ; 
wrapping the Festival Hall in-thei 
same glass canopies as the main 1 
Queen Elizabeth Hall and 
Hayward Gallery enclosures. 

Not only could this suppress a 
huge area in one architectural : 
espressos, with a loss of divezsity, 
urban richness and variety, it could 
also be quite overwhelming for the 
Festival Hall which ought to sat (in 
the tradition of Thames-side ; 
i on its own territory, 

; its own entrances. 
TERRY FARRELL i 

London W9 


Loss of TV archive programmes 


Sin Whilst tiie wiping of Not Only 
... But Also may be undesirable 
(“BBC recorded local news over 
classic Fete ’n 1 Dud", 21 August), ft 
uses questionable logic toreach the 
conclusion that news coverage 
which replaced it is of lesser value. 

News items are often unique, 
and totally irreplaceable: Dud and 
Pete ait least hare had a selection of 
their output preserved, and scripts 
are surely available for other 
materiaL 

Furthermore, the feet that 
clearances from the archive 
concentrated on light 
entertainment and drama, leaving 
news coverage behind, owes much 
to tfie short-sighted behaviour by 
the likes of Equity on behalf of 
their artists. The union limited 


new productions. 

- ,Once overseas sales had been 
exhausted by the BBC, and with 
tittle chance of it being re- 
screened, much material became 
unusable and archiving a drain on 
the tioence payer’s money. 
Utilising the space for news makes 
commercial sense under the 
circumstances. 

Had Equity undertaken to 
finance the archiving of the 
material in conjunction with the 
BBC, older programmes might stOi 
have been with us yet 
Only tire unforeseen 
development of domestic-video 
revealed that this material had 
further commercial exploitation 
potential, by which time it was too 
late. 

SIMON DOYLE 
London NW3 


from the Sixties Peter Cook and 
Dudley Moore series Not Only ... 
But Also (report, 21 August). 

But was keeping local news 
really given any greater priority? I 
understand that when BBC 
Manchester moved to their new 
headquarters on Oxford Road in 
the Seventies, their local news 
library was taken in fay the North- 
West Film Archive at Manchester 
Polytechnic. 

Are programmes being 
preserved as well as they could be 
today? I first became alarmed v 

about these disappearing ; 

programmes in 1980. Since then, I 
nave built up a collection of off-air ; 
recordings on VHS. A couple of I 
yeaiMgp, when I heard a story that! 
epoerffes from the fim series of 1 

Blackadderhad been destroyed, I * 

contacted the BBC Film ana » 

Television Library. I 

They denied that any of this j 

series was missing. I mentioned t 

some of the other recordings that I 
have. When I asked about the 
Carla Lane comedy Butterflies, the , 
repiy was “yes. 1 think we have 
most of those”. I asked if the 
library would like a list of my 
material and was told I could send 
one if I wanted, but not logo to any 
trouble. 

VHS may not be broadcast 
quality, but surely it is better than 
nothing. And those Australian 


Sir Comedy producer Harry 
Thompson describes as “cultural 
vandalism 1 * the loss of episodes 


BBC2 screened were hardly good 4 
quality. j 

As your article points out, we do : 
seem to see tiie same old, limited * 
range of dips from a number of 1 
series. It is high time that more was^ 
done to safeguard our TV 
heritage. 

GEOFF STAFFORD 
Belford, Northumberland 


Good GPs need communication skills 


Sin I despair that a fellow 
member of the profession with the 
seniority of John Adams (Letters, 
22 August) should equate high 
grades ai A-level with skilled, 
empaihetic GPS. 

There is no evidence that those 
who do best at A-level achieve 
more than those with lower grades 
at either second year (2nd MB) or 
finals exams. What we need, as 
Jeremy Laurence suggested 
(“Doctor, doctor, you’re not on 
’"'7 wavelength", 20 August) is an 
ective dual system which puts 
weight on the ability of applicants 
to work together in teams and to 
communicate. 

This would require some effort 


and financial input on the part of : 
the medical schools to organise. ? 
The 15-minute interview (and 
even this is not universal) simply - 
cannot assess these skills * 

adequately. • 

General practice is an exciting ; 
and dynamic speciality. But it is 
not.the knowledge base alone 
which makes for good GPs. It is 
the ability to communicate that 
knowledge effectively, and 
empathise with the patient. 

Dr SARAH MATTHEWS 
Department of General Practice 

University of Wales College 
of Medicine 
LJanedeym, 

Cardiff 


L*W be edftM Jiw tengt* ^ TO ^are matte to 


Sir: Though a passionate advocate 
of modern architecture, I too have 
misgivings about the proposed 
“improvements” to the South 
Bazik complex. In fact, during my 
frequent visits I find myself r 
thinking that a good sluice down, 
generous applications of white 
paint and a few nice plants would 
“bring ft up a treat”. 

BRIDGET BODQANO 
London SW12 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


I feel tike the roots of a great bunch of flowers. The grower gets the 
praise, the flowers get the adoration, while the roots that started it all 
must remain under the ground unnoticed— Thomas Gallagher father 
of the Oasis brothers loam and Noel 


It was like a slowly spreading pool of blood seeping out from under a 
locked door - frtridk itqhsaa+forrner private secretary to Diana, Princess 
of Wales, on Of eat Kensington Palace during fas seven years there 


Laura Ashley did not accept that women wanted to be liberated from 
the home. Her anti-fashion stand led her to declare that the clothes 
she designed should be comfortable enough to enable a mother to bend 
down and pick up toys - Anne Sehha, Laura Ashley's biographer 


We amply can’t give roasted swans to the public this season - Derek 
Deinie,artisiicairectoraf English National Ballet, who has ordered dancers 
ntk to sunbathe ahead of their production of ‘Swan Lake’ 


When. David Jenkins, the former Bishop of Durha m, re tired he left a 
vacancy in the cast list of our national life for a barmy bishop. I was 
ragging the theatre door at the time and before I knew it, I was on 
gtagw auditioning for the role. I seem to have landed the job - Dr 


You knew what his name is? He’s called Peter. Do you thmk yem wfll 
get on the executive, Peter? -7 John Prescott, Deputy Prune Minister, 
holding up a crab and mocking Peicr Mtmdelson S bid to win a place on 
Labour's National Executive Committee 
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the Saturday story 


The 

little 
people of 



The scandal in the west of 
Scotland has caught the nation’s 
attention, but it’s just a typical 
tale of small town corruption 

says Christian Wolmar 



|he councillors of 
re were 
on their best 
behaviour at their 
meeting on Thurs- 
day. There was no shouting or 
screaming and very few inter- 
ruptions. This was unpreced- 
ented. The meetings in the Six- 
ties council headquarters in 
Paisley are usually as brutal as 
the architecture of the building, 
with confrontations between 
Labour and the Scottish 
National Party, tailing just short 
of the physical. The police have 
been (ailed several tunes, not to 
deal with the public, but to 
control the councillors. 

Conscious of the presence of 
a large contingent of journalists, 
the councillors managed to 
moderate their behaviour, but 
not their language. The SNP 
leader, Bruce McFee, a big man 
with weight problems, like many 
in this drama, was rather too 
pleased with Ids own invective, 
ranting about the Labour 
forty’s “nest of vipers" and its 
“cesspit" of politics. Labour 
were tike an “authoritarian 
junta,” according to his deputy, 
Jim Mitchell. 

It was all over the top, and so 
is the whole Rtisley politics 
affair. These are tittle people. 


and this whole business is small 
beer, except that, by accident, it 
has attracted national atten- 
tion and may well affect the 
devolution referendum taking 
place on II September. Look- 
ing at the councillors in action, 
it’s clear that most wouldn't 
have the wit to indulge in major 
corruption schemes. “Ifs an 
August story,” says Professor 
Alan Alexander, of Strathclyde 
University, a long-time observer 
of Scottish local politics, “made 
interesting by the imminence of 
the referendum.” 

Even some of those involved 
admit that the Paisley affair is 
realty about feuding personal- 
ities. “There’s no big ideological 
argument here,” says Paul 
Mack, a leading player. “Many 
in tile SNP could be in the Lab- 
our Party, or the other way 
round.” Mr Mack was sus- 

Sragot^timself re-elected as a 
councillor when the official 
Labour candidate mysteriously 
withdrew, the morning nomin- 
ations were due. He recently 
defected to the SNP benches. 

Many people say the inter- 
necine battles started in the 
selection battles for two simul- 
taneous by-elections in 1990, 
when Irene Adams and Gordon 



Local hero; a statue of Sir Peter Coats, of the thread company J&P Coats, in the heart of Paisley 
Photograph: Tbm Kkfd 


McMaster were elected for the 
seals. Others, such as Mr Mack, 
suggest that the real war began 
in 1992, when Nancy Alliron, 
the present Provost (the north- 
of-the-Border equivalent of 
mayor), was stopped from 
becoming provost of the now- 
defunct Renfrew council at the 
last minute, by an alliance of the 
opposition and some Labour 
councillors. 

Mrs Allison is still a power- 
ful figure. Her little gang with- 
drew from the day-to-day poli- 
tics of the council in a sulk, and 
attended few meetings until its 
reformation as Renfrewshire, a 
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more powerful council. Ren- 
frewshire is controlled - just - 
by Labour. Several existing 
councillors found themselves 
dropped as candidates for the 
new authority, and the Allison 
faction took control. 

The Allisons are allied to 
Irene Adams, MP for Paisley 
North, and united in their dis- 
like of Tommy Graham who, 
when it looked as if either he, 
Adams or McMaster would lose 
their seats in boundary changes, 
promptly set up an office in 
Paisley, outside hzs constituency. 
This was also the time when, 
mysteriously, all the inhabitants 
of an old people's home found 
themselves unwittingly signed 
up as Labour party members. 
All these carpetbagging efforts 
awed unnecessary when the 
'commission retained 


the existing number of parlia- 
mentary seats. 

There are also the usual 
accusations of patronage and 
nepotisn flying around Paisley: 
of coimriUors' wives (including 
that of the leader, Jackie Henry) 
having well-paid jobs in the 
council, of councillors bad- 
mouthing their rivals, and of 
committee chairmanships being 
awarded for political favours 
rather than on meriL Indeed, 
Thursday’s meeting was domi- 
nated by a row over whether 
Harry Revie, the convener 
(chairman) of property and 
construction, should be allowed 
to keep his £J8,(XJ0-a-year post, 
given that be has been sus- 
pended by the Labour party 
while allegations about his role 
as director of a counciJ- 
sponsored company, the 


security firm FCB, were being 
investigated. 

FCB is the one decent-sized 
potential scandal emerging in 
Paisley, but it has already been 
much investigated, with little 
success. It started, as many such 
stories do, with good inten- 
tions. In the late Eighties Fer- 
gusliePaik, on the fringes of the 
town, was the worst area of Pais- 
ley, with a reputation for har- 
bouring gangsters in its mean, 
three-storey tenements. FCB 
was set up to create jobs in the 
area: the council along with the 
Scottish Office and the Strath- 
clyde Region, sank £200.000 
into the project. FCB thrived for 
a while, but it went bust last 
year, and £321336 is still un- 
accounted for. 

According to a liquidator’s 
report leaked to the local Jtaisfey 


Daily Express , the money was 
supposed to bflve been paid to 

untrained casual staff, but there 

are doubts as to whether these 
people ever existed. Mr Revie. 
-who was also Mr Graham s 
election agent, denies any 
knowledge of the affair and 
■y«>TTiK to have had little role m 

the a ctual running of the COCOr 
pany. As Mr McFee points oat. 

hs suitability as a director of the 
company, protecting the coun- 
cil's investment is questionable. 
But Mr Revie is needed to 
guarantee Labour's hold on the 
council, therefore he retained 
his post at Thursday’s meeting. 

lea there is the bogey of 

Mr Mack and 

the SNP accuse the lead- 
ership, inducting the Labour 
leader, Hugh Henry, of being 
Militant stooges, but there is 
little evidence. Mr Henry 
admits to having been involved 
in Militant in the late Eighties, 
but says he left long ago. 

There are no heroes in this 
story, and the villains are pretty 
mild. There are no councillors 
swarming about in expensive 
cars or living in houses paid for 
by developed, as there has been 

in Doncaster, another rotten 
Labour borough, lake Tbmmy 
Graham, the Renfrewshire 
West MP who has been sus- 
pended fin- spreading malicious 
rumours about his colleagues. 
Senior local Labour figures are 
not exactly complimentary 
about him. “He’s an arsehole 
and should never have been 
made an ME But he’s not evil," 
said one. Mr Graham is not 
accused, as originally thought, 
of having contributed to Mr 
McMaster s depression through 
rumour-moogering, but he did 
not help bis own cause when be 
blurted out to the local evening 
paper that the dead MP was a 
drunk who consumed “doubles 
and doubles”. As a fellow MP 
put it, “Tommy came up from 
the hard school, and he’s cap- 
able of being pretty vicious 
when he attacks.” _ 

Mr Graham is an uninspiring 
but loyal Labour hack, a bit of 
. a buffoon with a sharp tongue, 
who has mostly toed the line, 
apart from indulging in the 
infighting which passes for pol- 
itics in Renfrewshire. He weighs 
20 stone, and is a constant 
smoker; there are fears among 
fellow MPs that this affair will 
damage bis health. 

Under pressure to be seen to 
he doing something, Labour 
has launched another inquiry 
into events in Paisley. But we 
have been here before. There 
have been half-a-dozen 
inquiries into FCB by agencies 
r anging from the Scottish Office 
to foe Royal Bank of Scotland, 
in response to allegations by 
Mrs Adams that it has been 
used as a from for laundering 
dn^ money and other criminal 
activity. None has so far come 


up with any evidence, and the . 
police investigation seems- to _ 
have got nowhere- No one .is ■- ^ 
suggesting that Mr Revie has sj* 
but Icxals m % 
Ferguslie Park are confide nt - -.r 
that someone at the companyor 

the councfi has lined tbeffpodEr 

ets with the casual workers* 

1-5* ch 

There was, too, f Labour 
enquiry into Paisley in 1995 - It 
remains unpublished, but its 
leaked findings bod e ill fo r dw 
chances of truth emerging this 
time. I* paints a picture of a 
deeply divided party but con- 
cedes that much of the inform- 
ation supplied was “anecdotal 
and cannot be tested for proof”. 

Mrs Adams’s party, Paisley 

North, remains suspended. Her 
enemies suggest this has helped 
her, since it meant that she did 
not have to submit herself for 
reselectfon to her local party. A 
suspension of Paisley South. 
Kearns inevitable, which means 
that the national party can' 
impose the new MP. * } 

Ail this serves the interests of 
New Labour, which dislikes the 
old west of Scotland working- 
class MPs: they fit as poorly on 
Labour’s benches as into their 
suits. In many of the national 
newspapers there have been 
pompous rails for a major 
inquiry headed by a senior 
judge, but they have been writ- 
ten tty leader-writers who have 
never been near Pauley and 
have little understanding of the 
issues. As Professor Alexander 
put it, “If you got a hyper-QC, 
what would they investigate? 

How do you investigate a cul- 
ture? It’s like nailing a blanc- 
mange to the waff” 

There is a major issue, but it 
is about democracy, not cor- 
ruption. The question is this: 
how can democracy function 
when the local people are pre- 
pared to elect whatever donkey 
is wearing the red rosette? 

Labour has controlled the 
west of Scotland .for genera- 
tions. The SNP has made few 
inroads in urban areas, the 
Tories have been wiped out, the 
Lib Dems are, as ever, on the 
margins. But Labour's domin- 
ation is helped by the electoral 
system. In Glasgow, for exam- 
ple, Labour has 93 per cent of 
the seats cm 61 per cent of the 
vote. The argument for prop- 
ortional representation is over- 
whelming to many, both inside 
and outside the party, who 
reckon that without it, there will 
be more Paisleys and Doncast- 
eis, tarnishing New Labour’s 
image. In fact. Labour spokes- 
men have found a novel way to 
reassure referendum voters 
worried that their party may 
dominate the new, devolved 
legislature in Edinburgh. They 
point out that the proportional 
representation planned for that 
body makes it unlikely that 
Labour will ever have a major- 
ity there. 



karen 



[here’s a woman back home who 
i lies to the shop clerk’s cheery 
“Have a nice day” with “Don’t tell 
me what to do.” This is a global right. 
If she wanted lo buy the local church, 
remodel it and then proudly announce 
that she is installing a black bidet in her 
bathroom, then it is her inalienable right 
to do so - to be tasteless, in other words. 

Style magazines and newspapers 
make like they know what’s in and 
what’s out But. as the Versace knock- 
knock joke goes (“Knock-Knock.” 
“Who’s there?" “Versace." "Versace 
who?” “Ah, that’s the fashion busi- 
ness."), fashion is at best a grace note 
- meant to be played and then forgot- 
ten. That means everybody gets it 
wrong, but It doesn’t matter. So here 1 
am, as promised last week, telling you 
a bit about bow to be cooL You can be 
like me - desperately trendy - if you fol- 
low these simple Trendy Rules. 

I. Be there ASAP. If you haven’t 
checked out a new place to shop, eat or 
be seen within four weeks of its open- 
ing, don't bother at alL You're a leader, 
on the cutting edge of what life’s all 
about (which is, basically, spending 
more money than you make, buying stun 
you don't need and wasting precious 
time that you wfll want back when you 
are tying on your deathbed. Honestly, if 
■vou don’t have children, what else is 
there to do? \fau can onty read for so 
tong before your lip? get tired.) 

Z You are where you eaL rdl you 
McMuffins. out of the pooL 


3. Tbchnophobia no longer makes you 
seem like Holmes’s Dr Watson. If you 
can’t operate a computer, a Psion or a 
Swiss army knife, you should be 
ashamed ofyoureell. 

4. Know the difference between old- 
good and new-good. For example, there 
is really only one palpable difference 
between the vulcanised fat-free muffins 
at the Seattle Coffee Company and 
those at the Beverly Hills Bakery in 
Kmgbtsbridge. One delivers. 

5. By the time anyone else finds out 
what's trendy, you’ve already moved on 
to the next trend. Why? Because a) 
you're a leader, b) you ore insatiably curi- 
ous and the credit card people keep lift- 
ing your limit, c) you are neurotic and 
d) you don’t have a recognisable raison 
d'etre. 

6. Being trendy is bard work, which 
must look effortless. Remember key 
phrases, like “This oid thing?” when the 
tag is still on it. 

7. Always remove the red sales slick- 
ers from the soles of your shoes. 

So how cool am 1? I am so cool 1 wear 
Cutler & Gross sunglasses, not the pro- 
hibitively expensive, they-saw- me- com- 
ing Porsche spectacles. As much as I 
love the movie Mtn In Black , I would- 
n’t dream of wearing Ray-Ban Predator 
2s. Sore, they wear ’em in the film. But 
at the end of the movie, the cool MIB 
are wearing another brand. (Actually. I 
wouldn’t touch a pair of Ray-Bans 
because their publicist mulishty refused 
to send me any freebies. She obviously 


doesn’t know who I am - 1 was in Pri- 
vate Eye once. Fie on her.) 

I’m so cool I wouldn't drive a Honda 
- especially a free one, unlike Tara 
Thingie-TVungie (apparently known as 
the Plank). Honda? That’s for people 
who punch a hole in ihe front of the 
microwave and continue to use it Back 
home, they’re for aspiring trailer trash. 
Betty Joe’s got one to go to her classes 
in How Astrology Affects Your Mascara. 

Fra so cool I nave to drive a car with 
a cool name, like the Rover Here Boy 

the Saab Story. I’m against buying 
that car called the Prowler on principle. 
I can understand the Cobra (as pitted 
against the Scarab), or its current War- 
nation, the Viper. Those are race cars, 
meant to be cherished and pampered 
and sold come the divorce. They’re not 
exactly Samsbuiy’s parking lot cars. 

Car companies have traditionally 
named their vehicles after animals 
(Puma, Mustang, Pacer), places 
(Granada, Capa Blackpool), and Egypj- 
uui symbols for fife (Ka) and thelSbrt 
version (Ka-Si). That’s OK. But wh6sct 
the trend to name care after violent per- 
petrators? The Prowler? What’s nort- 
the Granny Kicker? The Thug? The 
Munchausen Syndrome By Prosy? At 
this rale, both the Plank and me will be 
drmng a Jeep Skate or a Ford Harrison 
“ although she won l pay for hers cuz she 
wears shon skirts. Oh well. 

“Whal are IheseT Several chocolate 
bars are posed like bathing beauties on 


my friend John’s coffee table. (John is 
a trend-monger like me). 

A trap, no doubt. They’re candles. 
Soap. Stuck down with epoxy - any- 
thing to get me back for eating that 
sweetie last time. We don’t haveWh 

Mera.no glass “ Illinois but when we 

ao, it s shaped property, like a swan or 
a down. Inedible things shouldn’t pre- 
tend to be food, not with so many hun- 
gry people around. 

gestures to the 
bars, Tve got aU three flavours from the 
manirfacturer. You can’t buy them yet.” 

yCt but hBS 801 

!!X ou d °n’rJike chocolate, John.” 

Smug sonofagun.) 
Oasis?” ai d ° yOU think °* ^ new 

“Bored to death.” he says. 

America doesn’tthinktbe V-l shines 

OU “Th?vlir ? uo “ s ’ eitber '” 1 ^Pfr- 

It d * ar! You don’t know, do you? 

w « atesi cra2e * Nazi Rhyming 
Slang. V-l- sun!” 

“Nor 

Rudolf HessI” I affirm. (Got him.) 
K?" e Pe^ty Hitter Youth poking 
between hts lips, a blush spreading 
over his master race, he snarls, “If J»u 
want to win the style war. you’ve got 
Prepared to feel the breaking 
against your cheek- 

al 1 t ^ lat a rt “ s 9 uote fro™ 

■uq . I ask. 

“OK, you win.” 


J , Sj*? 
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the commentators 


:For today’s celeb, 
alove child is a 


necessity ~ more 
flattering than 
a handbag and 
less likely to 
insult, you in 
public than a 
0rifriend 


Summer in the city 
or is it the apocalypse 




gjenda cooper 


Luestioo: What do Peter 
I Snow, Clare Short, 
/Imran Khan and Bill 
y have in common? 
Answer They have all been 
approached by this season's 
latest fashion accessory - 
someone claiming to be their 

« re child. 

For the celebrity de nos 
trs, a love child is 
necessary, a more flattering 
accompaniment than a 
handbag and less likely to 
insult you in public than a 
girlfriend. (Some style guru 
should tell Dodi Fayed that a 
sobbing ex-fianc&e is just so 
last year; in fact, it's 
surprising that his media- 
sassy squeeze hasn’t set up a 
charity for love children or 
adopted one). 

This week, Peter Snow 
provided an object lesson in 
dealing with unexpected 
offspring. The Sultan of 
Swing (we were previously 
unaware how much he swung 
it) is said to be delighted at 
the discovery of his son 
^Latthieu, the result of a 
>^aison 33 years ago. When 
Matthieu rang up, Mr Snow 
said: “Don't tell me you're my 
son. Let’s find out ... Are you 
talk dark and handsome?’" 
Luckily for both he was. 

Qare Short was similarly ■ 
ecstatic when reunited with 
her son Toby, whom she had 
given up for adoption- “I want 
everyone to know. 1 want to 
show him off. It’s just a happy 
story," she said. 

These cases contrast staridy 
with Bill Cosby and Imran 
Khan, both of whom deny they 
fathered their alleged 
daughters. Cosby has just 
taken a DNA test to see if he 
is the father of Autumn 
Jackson, who was recently 
convicted for threatening to 
Jfcveal she was his love child 
i^iless he paid her $40m. And 
earlier this month Imran Khan 
challenged Sita White, mother 
of five-year-old Tyrian, to take 
him to court in Pakistan alter 
Los Angeles Superior Court 
ruled “by default" that he was 
the father. 

But handled carefully a 
love child offers obvious 
advantages for both parties. 
First, they are likely to get on 
because the natural parent 
never had to be the one to 
say, “No we’re not going to 
the shops today ... Have you 
done your homework? ... Fm 
putting a lock oo the phone 


... Tve asked you three limes 
will you turn that rubbish 
down, 1 can’t hear myself 
think." 

Children on the other hand 
can be grateful their new 
parents never knew of their 
secret addiction to Duran 
Duran, their bizarre clothes 
taste as a sixth former, or the 
epic sulk they went through 
which lasted from their 
thirteenth birthday to sixteen 
and a half. 

Second, it seems to be a 
positive career boost. Would 
Toby Graham have been a 
solicitor in the City if he’d 
stayed with Care, or 
Matthieu a rich French 
banker? No, poor Tbby would 
have spent his teens furtively 
handing out Labour posters 
praying his mates didn't spot 
him, and Matthieu would 
have been on swiogometer 
polishing duty while 
struggling to pronounce 
psephologist 

But there are some rules. 
Love child, impress on your 
mother not to give you a silly 
name. Toby and Matthieu get 
on well with their parents; 
Tyrian and Autumn do 
not. No one is going to 
believe you if you ring up and 
say, “Hello, I’m Fantasia and 
Tm your love child”. 

Parent, don’t try to emulate 
Peter Snow. The man has 
done it with panache, you 
won’t live up. The thought of 
the Prince of Steles . 
confronted by a child 
claiming to be his saying: “Are 
you er not very tall with a - 
well you know, sort of, ears?" 
is too excruciating to be 
borne. Similariy Peter 
Stringfellow: “Hi, are you a 
sex god with a long blond 
mane and a propensity for 
younger and younger 
girlfriends?"; “Only the first 
two," his alleged daughter 
mighL reply. 

Instead acknowledge your 
child gracefully, open your 
heart to the newspapers 
(Hello! if you're really lucky) 
and you’re guaranteed to win 
Caring Parent of the Year. 

Although there is a 
cautionary tale when praying 
for some past indiscretion to 
come to light The late 
Hughie Green may have 
made it back on to every 
front page but would you 
really want everyone to think 
your love child is Paula 
Yates? 


A s soon as you move 
to the country you 
realise that wea- 
ther only really 
happens in cities. 
Out here in the wilds of North 
Essex, everyone lives inside 
huge, insulated cars, smearing 
the occasional lost cyclist or 
pedestrian against the 
hedgerows. It is perfectly safe 
to open the windows, here 
where even the attempted 
theft of a car makes the front 
page of the local paper. No 
noise drifts through - only a 
cooling, neutral breeze, that 
might as well be canned and 
sprayed. 

Only in the city does it smell 
of summer: the sour, gritty 
elixir of dust and diesel that s 
more romantic and more pow- 
erful than any season that 
Wordsworth or John Clare 
could experience. In the city, 
the weather is not an option 
but an inescapable feature of 
every day. The Thbe train 
100ft underground is far closer 
to nature than you could ever 
get lolling around in the 
deserted acres of the Swan 
Meadow car park in Saffron 
Wrlden. 

In the city, the weather is 

atyptic^So far this year^we 
have had a period of snow, fol- 
lowed by a period of rain, fol- 
lowed by a period of sunshine. 
All of them have threatened 
the immediate end of civilis- 
ation, even if this end seems to 
change from month to month. 
There used to be a joke shout 
the weather m Seattle: if you 
didn’t like it, you needed only 
to wait five minutes and a 
new one would come alozm. 
Now it seems that if you don't 
like the upcoming end of the 
world, you need only wait five 
days for another apocalypse to 
impend. 

Global warming is espec- 
ially useful here, since It has at 
various times this year been 
produced as the explanation 
for exceptionally cold weather, 
exceptionally hot weather, and 
the exceptionally exceptional 
weather that we now have 
eveiy month. There are even 
some people who claim that 
global warming does nothing, 
and that what we are faring is 
simply a periodic chaotic fluc- 
tuation in the climate, which 
will lead to nothing worse than 
an ice age. 

It has been difficult ever to 
take these things entirety seri- 
ously, ever since the historic 
day in 1982 (an exceptionally 
hot year in Sweden) when Joe 
Strummer came out as a closet 
Wflfiam Rces-Mogg fan and 
sang: “The ice age is coming, 
the sun’s zooming in." But 
perhaps his brains had been 
fried in the beaL 
An American friend, a 
neighbour up the road, keeps 
goats and a flock of rare sheep, 
as befits her Christian beliefs. 
“The heat wave reminds me of 
Florida where I grew up," she 
says. “Everyone goes around 


by Andrew Brown 



Greene novel. And so the 
weather stories grow ever 
more dramatic. Sleet in May? 
Britain is in the grip of arctic 
weather. 

Three months later, we are 
headed for a Mediterranean 
climate, or perhaps one even 
hotter than the Mediter- 
ranean, given that a Cum- 
brian rare breeds farm has 
been daubing Factor 15 sun- 
block on its Vietnamese pot- 
bellied pigs. If the weather 
really has got too hot for Viet- 
namese animals, it may 
require a more serious explan- 
ation; and I believe I may 
have found it. 

Earlier this year, in the 
Journal of Scientific Explor- 
ation, Dr Roger Nelson, of 
Princeton University, reported 
that the weather realty was 
better around the university 
than chance would predict. 
Specifically, it seldom rains on 
Commencement Day, when 
10,000 students gather in the 
open air. If it does rain, they 
have to gather, and steam, 
indoors, so there is a great 
deal of prayer for sun when 
the day comes up. And when 
he examined the records, 
going back 36 years, he found 
that over the four-day Com- 
mencement Day weekend 
Princeton was rained on less, 




~/>A /ejrr&e y 


So far this year we have had snow, Mowed by rain, 
Mowed by sunshine. All of them have threatened the 
immediate end of civilisation .. . 


saying T think I could think if 
I tried, but why bother?’" The 
goats, incidentally, love the 
beaL The sheep demand 
watering three times a day, 
which casts doubt on the cele- 
brated proof that heaven is 
hotter than hell This is based 
on impeccable Biblical schol- 
arship: the temperature of hell 
cannot be higher than 444.6C, 
for if it were, the lake of brim- 
stone which features so promi- 
nently in the brochures would 
boil away. On the other hand, 
the prophet Isaiah promises 
that the sun will shine 50 times 
as brightly in heaven as it does 
on earth, which would require 
a temperature of 525C. 

However, one man quali- 
fied to know disputes this 
theory, the Rev Dr Tom 


Ambrose, of Ely, whose doc- 
torate is in geology. He points 
out that if hell is located 
towards the centre of the 
earth, the pressure may be 
high enough to allow for a 
much greater temperature 
than that at which brimstone, 
boils at sea level, so it may be 
hotter than heaven after alL 
This is a great advance in 
human knowledge, since it 
disproves the popular theory 
that hell is somewhere on the 
Northern Line. Right people, 
but too shallow. - 
The one unequivocal effect 
of the heat is to wipe out 
people’s memories. As we 
slump in the heat like candles 
melting, how manypeople can 
remember that Wimbledon 
was nearly washed away, or 


that the Glastonbury festival 
looked like the Battle of the 
Somme without the fun? Or 
that these excitements were 
immediately followed by a 
clutch of headlines explaining 
we were in the gnp of a 
drought? I know it is hot now, 
and the Bordeaux vintage is 
coming in exceptionally early 
(though in California, the 
growers are using low-hover- 
mg helicopters to blow rain 
away from their vines). But it 
is only eight weeks since sum- 
mer was abolished for all time 
by the great floods. 

Perhaps Lbe problem is 
aggravated by the fact that 
most national newspapers are 
written by people who live in 
London, and must commute 
out to work in skyscraper^ on 


the fringes. From high up in 
these towers the world looks 
almost as dramatic as it does 
from an aeroplane. There is 
never a norma] view: sights 
and weathers that are from 
street level utterly quotidian 
become huge, dramatic 
pageants of light and silence. 
Even on days when nothing 
seems to be happening, the 
flat wastelands of east Lon- 
don gain a sinister, metallic 
glitter, as if out of a Graham 


.bouring regions. The differ- 
ence was not huge: a matter of 
5 per cent. But it was notice- 
able, and the explanation 
which struck him was the one 
half-jokingty believed in by 
the university itself: that pos- 
itive thinking can sometimes 
affect the weather. If it is the 
case that concentrated human 
longing can affect the weather. 
It would explain a lot of things. 
The rain when England play 
Australia - has anyone done 
an analysis of whether it rains 
more when England plays a 
stronger team, or would it 
make no difference, because 
they never play any other sort 
of cricketers? 

The rain in Wimbledon is 
another obvious case. Of 
course, this year it rained and 
British players did well, but no 
one was expecting them to, 
and the rain had probably 
been ordered in advance. 

This month’s beat wave is 
simply a reaction to all the 
longings expressed in June, so 
watch ont. Every time you 
groan and and long for rain 
and cool, soft breezes, you 
store up trouble in heaven. 
Your prayers will be heard: the 
weather will swing once more 
in wild exaggeration. By win- 
ter, 1 predict, Britain will be 
gripped by arctic weather. 
Snow will fall. 


Rebellion is not what it used to be 


F ull marks to young Sarah 

Briggs, the Mansfield 
schoolgirl who refused 
to back down over her com- 
ments 'in a local newspaper. 

Sarah told the paper that she 
and her fellow- students had not 
kid die quality of teaching to 
whkh they felt entitled, because 
o£ amongst other things, an 
overuse of temporary teachers. 
: No-one from the school con- 
that point, though they 
that it might not be 
the whole stoiy. But they 
demonstrated what was wrong 
with the ethos of the school by 
i- demanding that the girl apolo- 
gise for having told the truth as 

Ahe saw iL The decision by the 
Briggs family to back Sarahs 
refusal to say sony led to her 
Suspension until this week, 
when the school’s governors 
^ eventually backed down. 

like mosr people whoshow 



All that said, the episode 
leaves me feeling a little uneasy. 
Is this what generations of ado- 
lescent protest has come to - 
this sensible, moderate, prag- 
matic, basically un threatening 
wagging of the finger at a fail- 
ure to deliver our promises? 



‘great courage, Sarah Bnggs 
cseems sligbtfv puzzled tty peo- 
pfe's retard for her. After all, 
• from hCTooint of view all she 
. fSd was answer some straight 

questions honcstty- Shewas 

promised something by 8”^™" 
upc - decent teaching that 

others 'did aj^olqgise;'tinaer 

pressure. The crime here s 

dramas ever, adults 

. coons. Sarah* 

ZTiiK-Z. ^ instead 



me growa-uiK 

ert&T kept skni or repeated 

SStadbetnioWwaiy. 
ftV'a rotten lesson - dp ® 


Trevor Phillips 

The nearest 
we now 
get to 
youthful 
subversion 
of the 

social order 

is the 

activity of a 
few anoraks 
onthe 
Internet 


is the activity of a few anoraks 
on the internet Worse still, 
young people’s protest is all too 
often understood and sup- 
ported by parents. Now, that’s 
seriously weird. 

The role of those unsullied 
by responsibility and experi- 
ence should be to compel the 
rest of us to stare at the ugly 
gap between what we say we 
want to achieve and what we 
actually do. Thank you. for 

example. Swampy, Animal and 

Co for reminding us that we 
shouldn’t whine about conges- 
tion and pollution whilst 
searching for the keys to our 
family ’s second car. 

But part of the value of 
youthful rebellion is that par- 
ents shouldn’t even be able to 
understand it, never mind sup- 
port it. A society in which new 
ways of seeing, being and 
speaking a re no longer befog 
invented is probably ready for 
the undertaker. 

Paradoxically, some of the 
more challenging views in onr 

country come from people who 

could not by any stretch of the 
imagination be called youthful. 
How can it be that the most elo- 
quent voice in the debate over 


Mike Goodman, the forty-phis 
boss of the charity Release? 

Am 1 alone in thinking it 
strange that the most potent 
threat to the two-car family is 
the middle-aged. Jaguar-dri- 
ving, Deputy Prime Minister? 

stQl, for those interested 
in equality, bow does it happen 
that the loudest voices of 
protest belong to such as Lord 
Hanersfey, who could be called 
young, I suppose, but only rel- 
ative to the octogenarian La 
Paskmara of the Labour move- 
ment, Baroness Castle. These 
people should no longer have 
to carry the burden of rebellion. 
I think that young people are 
showing deplorable lack of 
manners arid consideration in 
not 


may say-chat I have a 
hidden motive here, given that 
I devoted severalyeais of my 
own life to the 1970s equivalent 
of tunnelling - strikes, picket- 
ing and occupations - and that 
I am merely trying to gloss 
over the fact that a succeeding 
generation has found these tac- 
tics^ wanting. 

Possibly; but my complaint is 
less about tactics than about 
ambition. It is utterly pathetic 
that my generation should find 
C haos unthreatening and The 
Spice Girls cute. Bat neither of 
these groups could be regarded 
as a menace to society rfar from 

it- their protea is rathe most 
conservative kind. They don't 
want to tear down the social 
order; they just went tn gpt 
higher in the rankings. This is 

SOI 


cover a teenage enthusiasm 
againstwhiefa 1 can sternly warn 
my children, without facing 
that pitying gaze which tells you 
that the last thing they’d get 
involved with is any ofyourfad 
student passions. Sex, drugs, 
rock & roll? Yeah, right, why 
don’t you get a life, Dad? 

Of course, youthful rebellion 
has another purpose^. It is to 
point dearly to where the pre- 
vious generation has failed m its 
own ideals. The sixties teen- 
agers were peaceniks, partly 
because their parents had 
promised in 1945 never to go to 
war again, and then could not 
resist die temptation of conflict. 
They embraced sexual libera- 
tion because their parents cre- 
ated a rigid -and repressive sex- 
ual code and then repeatedly 
transgressed it 

In onr cases, there is some 
justification for the mild attack 
hy young people on the envi- 
ronments record of a 40-plus 
generation brought up with a 
commitment to a better deaner 
ecological system. 

But per traps the pragmatic 
down-to-earth revolt of people 
like Sarah Briggs points to 
another issue. Their rebellion, 
if it exists, is against the failure 
of the institutions of public 
power and public service - 
schools and colleges, the 
monarchy, local government 
and Parliament itself. As we 
never tire of hearing, their 
heroes are individualistic; out- 
sized personalities with the 
chutzpah to take on public offi- 
cials in pursuit of their own per- 


sonal fulfilment - Ian Wright, 
Richard Branson, Liam Gal- 
lagher, Anita Roddick. Enthu- 
siasm for the paranormal, and 
the paranoia industry led by 
The X '-Files are tokens of a 
growing belief that all govern- 
ment is a conspiracy against 
die people. Even their much- 
reported dislike of racial bias 
is less about the way that big- 
otiy interferes with the possi- 
bility of achieving equality, 
and more about its effect on 
the right to compete. 

This is worrying. At the very 
moment that the Blair project 
is trumpeting a return to com- 
munity, young people’s real 
interest look to be racing off in 
the opposite direction. They 
think hippie communes are 
soppy and they don’t want to be 
forced to march to the beat of 
some monolitihic enterprise 
with rules, regulations and 
hierarchies, even if its for the 
public good. This all puts a pre- 
mium on restoring confidence 
in the ability of collective Insti- 
tutions. whether they’re hospi- 
tals, schools, local councils or 
even the local jobcentre to do 
what they promise to do. 

Otherwise we can foresee 
the key to modem rebellion 
becoming individualism. And 
what is the paradigm of indi- 
vidualism in our time? Will we 
see a young people’s protest 
over their right to run their own 
ecologically sound cars when- 
ever they want tp? You can see 
the placards now: “What Young 
People Realty Really Whnt - 
The Right Tb Drive”. 
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obituaries / gazette 
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Anna Plowden 


Anna Plowden was one of the 
foremost object conservators 
of her generation and made sig- 
nificant contributions to the 
techniques and practice of 
conservation. Her interest was 
not contained to her own 
business, but also extended 
into membership of the Board 
of Trustees of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum and of various 
advisory bodies in the field of 
conservation. 

She was bom in 1938, the sec- 
ond of four children and the 
elder daughter of Edwin and 
Bridget Plowden (later Lord and 
Lady Plowden). She inherited 
from them her clarity of intel- 
ligence, her industriousn ess , 
her directness of manner, her 
undemonstrative but unswerv- 
ing integrity, and her readiness 
to devote her energies with un- 
stinting commitment to public 
service where she thought that 
there was a worthwhile contri- 
bution for her to make. 

After school at New Hall, 
Chelmsford, she spent the 
academic year 1962-63 on 
the Diploma Course in Con- 
servation at the Institute of 
Archaeology in London Uni- 
versity, ana was duly awarded 
her diploma. That led to a 
Fellowship awarded by the 
British School of Archaeol- 
ogy which made it possible 
for her to work on the conser- 
vation and restoration of the 
Nimrud Ivories in the Museum 
of Iraq. 

In 1965, back is England, she 
started a one-woman freelance 
business in conservation, spe- 
cialising in the conservation of 
archaeological bronzes. She 
was the first scientifically 
trained objects conservator to 
work in the private sector. Dur- 
ing this time she undertook the 
cleaning of a set of Khmer 
bronze figures from Cambodia, 
now in the Rockefeller Muse- 
um; the removal of a wall- 
painting at Fort Jesus in 
Mombasa; the removal of wall- 
paintings and armorial shields 
from Lincoln's Inn’s 16th- 
century gatehouse, which was 
being demolished, and their 


restoration and replacement; 
and the artificial salt-glazing of 
5,000 bricks, in the replica 
building put up in its place. 

As I- this were not enough, ' 
she became a part-time lectur- 
er at the Institute of Archaeol- 
ogy, where she taught practical 
conservation, and the moulding 
and casting of archaeological 
artefacts. 

In 1968 she established her 
own company, Anna Plowden 
Limited, specialising in the con- 
servation and restoration of 
archaeological and fine ait ob- 
jects. A year later she began to 
work in conjunction with Peter 
Smith (R&R) Limited, and 
expanded the work of the com- 
pany to include the conservation 
and restoration of all metal- 
work, stonework and organic 
materials (for example wood 
and leather). 

The business flourished and 
grew, and in 1985 they formed 
a joint company, Plowden and 
Smith Limited, of which she was 
the Managing Director. She was 
a director of Recollections 
limited from 1986 to 1993, 
and chairman of Art Services 
limited from 1994 to 1997. 
She was also the co-author of 
Looking After Antiques, pub- 
lished in. 1987. 

Her business went through a 
difficult time in the recession of 
the early 1990s - conservation 
tends to be one of the casual- 
ties of recession - but she 
weathered that, and had the sat- 
isfaction of presiding over its 
return to prosperity as the econ- 
omy recovered. 

Anna Plowden readily re- 
sponded to the demands which 
her success brought upon her 
to involve herself in public 
work; for example, as a Fellow 
of foe International Institute far 
Conservation; chairman from 
1979 to 1983 of the Conserva- 
tion Committee of the Crafts 
Council; a member from 1987 
of the Conservation Advisory 
Committee of the Museums 
and Galleries Commission; a 
member from 1987 of the 
Council of the Ibxtile Conser- 
vation Centre; Trustee of the 


Edward James Foundation 
from 1990, and of the St An- 
drew’s Conservation Trust at 
Wells from 1987 to 1996; and 
from 1990 a member of foe 
Council of the Royal Warrant 
Holders Association, of which 
she was to have become the 
President next year. 

In 1990 foe Prime Minister 
appointed her to be a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. 
The V&A has a sizeable Con- 
servation Department, ex- 
tending over all the materials 
which feature in its collections, 
and it was to be expected that 
she would take a special and 
very knowledgeable interest 
in the wort of mat department. 
But her interest was by no 
means confined to conserva- 
tion; she took a strong interest 
in, and found time to be a reg- 
ular viator to other depart- 
ments as well and her 
observations were always ex- 
tremely penetrating and to the 
point 

She was a very conscientious 
trustee; she was clearly de- 
lighted to be able to play a part 
in foe V&A’s affairs, and took 
a keen interest in its staff - cu- 
rators, professional and tech- 
nical staff and warders alike. 
One of her last visits to the mu- 
seum, earlier this year, was to 
sit in on a training event for 
warders. She won me unquali- 
fied respect and affection of her 
colleagues on the board and of 
all foe staff at foe museum. In 
1997 she was deservedly ap- 
pointed CBE for her services to 
conservation. 

Plowden was a quiet and pri- 
vate person, reserved and 
nn assuming , with a detached 

and amused outlook on life, 
and on her fellow men and 
women. But she knew her 
own worth, and when she con- 
tributed to a discussion, which 
she did sparingly, it was be- 
cause she had something rel- 
evant and useful to add to it, 
which her colleagues knew 
they would benefit from hear- 
ing. She had a great capacity 
for friendship, and for loyalty 



Mustrious and with tmswervmg Integrity: Ptamfen between two red sandstone figures at the Scottish 


National Portrait Gaitory which she restored in the late 1980s 


to her friends and colleagues 
and to foe institutions in which 
she worked 

Anna Plowden bad great in- 
ner strength, and she sustained 
a long illness, which involved 
much painful and debilitating 
treatment, and periods of re- 


mission which were all too 
brief, with admirable courage 
and patience, with characteris- 
tic determination and, at the 
end, with resignation. She re- 
tained a youthful complexion 
and appearance, so much so 
that it was a surprise to know 


Photograph; Mayotte Magnus 

that she was neariy 60 when she 
died. 

Robert Armstrong 


Anna Bridget Plowden, conser- 
vator: bom 18 June 1938; 
CBE 1997; died London 21 
August 1997. 


Arthur Prysock 


In the early 1950s, many Amer- 
icans thought that Arthur 
Prysock's soothing baritone 
might match Billy Eckstine’s in 
popularity, but the rock’n'roll 
era effectively crushed both ca- 
reers. Despite many satisfying 
records, Prysock never fulfilled 
his potential and, in particular, 
his work is little known in the 
United Kingdom. 

He was bora in 1929 in Spar- 
tanburg, South Carolina. His 
brother, Wilbert, born three 
years earlier, learnt many in- 
struments whilst on military 
service in the Second Warid Whr 
and later established himself as 
the saxophonist Red Prysock. 
Arthur also left home during foe 
war years and worked repairing 
cars in Hertford, Connecticut 
However, he soon discovered 
his vocal talent and began to re- 
hearse with a pianist. He left his 
regular employment when a 
dub-owner offered him $3 a 
night. 

In 1945, Buddy Johnson and 
his %lk ’Em Rhythm Orches- 
tra visited Connecticut, but 
their resident male vocalist was 
sick. Johnson heard Prysock 
sing and immediately offered 
him a job. He was a member of 
the band for eight years, singing 
on several of their successful 
records for the US Decca label 


- “They Say I’m The Biggest 
FooT (1945), “Jet My Love” 
(1947), “I Wonder Where Our 
Love Has Gone" (1948) and 
“Because" (1950). 

When Johnson left Decca in . 
1952, Prysock remained as a 
sola artist. As a nod to his old 
friend, Johnson’s greatest com- 
position, the searing ballad 
“Since I Fell For You, was al- 
ways part of his repertoire. His 
new career began well as he 
reached No 5 mi foe rhythm and 
blues charts with “I Didn’t 
Sleep a Wink Last NighC*. But 

he never did as weD again. His 

versions of “It’s No -Sin," and 
“Wheel of Fortune” were re- 
leased in the UK, but the spoils 
went elsewhere. 

By going solo, Prysock hoped 
to challenge Billy Eckstine as 
foe leading black ballad singer 
of foe day. Like Eckstine, he 
possessed a commanding bari- 
tone but he failed to establish 
his own individuality through 
new, well-crafted material. Eds- 
stine was sophisticated, while 
one of Prysock’s singles was 
called “Oho-Oh- YehT Indeed 
he sometimes covered Ecks- 
tine’s hits, which was scarcely a 
wise move. Nevertheless, read- 
ers of the Pittsburgh Couriervoi - 
ed him the Best Male Singer of 
1953 ahead of such luminaries 



Prysock: soothing baritone 

as Nat “King” Cole and John- 
nie Ray. 

Although Prysock recorded 
“Good Rockin’ Tonight" and “I 
Just Want To Make Love To 
You”, he did not want to change 
bis style to fall in with foe pop- 
ularity of rock’n’roll music. On 
the other hand, his brother, 
Red, recorded a classic, hook- 
tog sax album Rock'n 'Foil. From 
time to time, be worked with 
Red in shows billed as “The Sax 
and the Voice”. 


Photograph: Billy Pierce 


Prysock still had his mo- 
ments and a revival of the stan- 
dard “The Very Thought of 
You” was reasonably successful 
in 1960, as was “I Warty About 
You” two years later. He moved 
to Old Town Records and 
recorded several romantic al- 
bums. including A r//7Mr Prysock 
Sings Only For You (1961), Coast 
To Coast (1962), Everlasting 
Songs for Everlasting Lovers and 
Intimately Yburs (both 1964). 

In 1964, Prysock signed with 


the famed jazz label Verve, and 
made the best records of his ca- 
reer including Art and Soul 
(1966 ),/ Must Be Doing Some- 
thing Right and This Is My 
Beloved (both 1968). During this 
period, he also appeared at 
Carnegie Hall and hosted his 
own television show. He was 
teamed with Count Basie, no- 
tably for the album Arthur 
PrysockJCount Basie (1965), 
which featured seven saxo- 
phonists, but Basie does not 
even mention Prysock in his au- 
tobiography. 

Piysock's deep voice was well 
suited to commercials and his 
scries for Lowenbrau beer was 
weD -known in America. He 
also made the dr arts with a nar- 
ration, “A Working Man's 
Prayer" (1968), written by foe 
couniiy singer Ed Bruce. As 
with many black vocalists, 
Prysock made a country al- 
bum; Today, I Started LovingYbu 
Again (1979). 

By the 1970s, Piysock was 
playing cabaret and club en- 
gagements around America. In 
1976, prompted by his 1 4-year- 
old daughter Janine’s enthusi- 
asm for the Glm Saturday Nig/ht 
fever, he cut a disco album with 
Billy Paul's producer, John 
Davis, and the Monster Or- 
chestra called When Love Is 


New. The title track was a Tbp 
Ten R&B single and was fol- 
lowed by “I Whntcha Baby" and 
“You Can Do It”. 

He returned to cabaret work, 
and subsequently received crit- 
ical acclaim for two albums 
that were more in keeping with 
his personality,/! Rockin' 'Good 
Way (1985) and This Guy's In 
Love With You (1986). 

Arthur Piysock has left a 
legacy of around 500 recordings- 
Very few have been released on 
CD - nothing in foe UK - and 
those that have are usually on 
compilation albums. They are 
waiting to be rediscovered. The 
first moves were made by 
Michael Parkinson in his Sun- 
day Supplement on BBC Radio 
2. He has been featuring 
Prysock in past months and no 
doubt record buyers are look- 
ing for his work in foe stores. If 
a complete collection were to be 
reissued, it could be filed vari- 
ously under Jazz, Blues, Easy 
Listening and even Country 
with CDs also being filed in foe 
pockets for Count Basie and' 
Buddy Johnson. 

Spencer Leigh 

Arthur Prysock, singer: bom 
Sparlanbiug, South Carolina 2 
January 1929; died Hamilton, 
Bermuda 21 June 1997. 


Gerald 
McLarnon 


Gerard McLarnon was a play- 
wright who never sought pop- 
ularity. Nor did he ever find it. 
But be knew how to rnake us at 
up in foe playhouse, which is 
half foe battle. If he never 
bothered to fight the other 
it must be because his 
dialogue and his characters 
came to him in such a vivid if 
baffling rush that there was no 
time to sit down and shape 
them for Shaftesbury Avenue 
or Broadway, Hollywood or 
television. ' _ , 

Yet directors and actors uked 
foe sense of theatricality which 
pervaded his work- There was 
thought behind it — muddled 
thought maybe -but it had wifo- 
out doubt a stagy tang amid its 
Celtic twilit flow and self- 
conscious flourish. 

McLarnon was an Ulster- 
man flpd a man of foe theatre. 
He had known that from his 
youth. Not that he had ever set 
foot in a playhouse or inherit- 
ed any theatrical connections. 
But foe stage somehow sum- 
moned him when he was being 
brought up near Belfast, and be 
went first into foe great Sir 
Frank Benson's company of 
touring Shakespeareans, then 
into something even better (for 
an Irishman), foe equally great 
Anew McMaster's roving 
troupe, which used to play foe 
fit-ups in Ireland and inspired 
anybody who spent even the 
briefest time with them. 

Then came a post-war stint 
for Hugh Hunt at foe Bristol 
Old Vic - still as an actor, 
though without much success. 
This is when he began to write 
plays. McLarnon was a 
Catholic; Unhallowed was his 
first title. The Arts Council 
gave it a prize and the Perth 
Repertory Theatre acted it. 
With religious, political, cosmic 
zeal he went on writing as if he 
were after the deepest meanings 
of existence while searching 
for a theatrical formula. 

In 1953, McLarnon wrote a 
kind of bedroom farce. The 
Wrestler's Honeymoon , whicb 
even reached the Duchess 
Theatre (as TheMcFoary Whirl) 
with a largely Irish cast- It 
seemed to London playgoers 
about as tacky as a force 
could get. 

Yet Laurence Olivier in his 
managerial heyday had taken it 
under his wing, before getting 

cold feet and hiding his link with 

it The play’s humour existed m 
a famous wrestler marrying be- 
fore an important professional 
bout and attempting not to 
lose his virility. If foe critics ware 
not amused the audience was; 
but the romp remained a three- 
day wonder. 

McLarnan had a way with 
words and with stage situations 
which might leave a critic in the 
dark if required to dictate an ac- 
count of it within minutes of cur- 
tain fall at foe Royal Exchange 
in Manchester- where most of 
his stuff was done - but kept one 
unexpectedly and inexplicably 

alert, with the lilt and the charge 

of the language. He had espe- 


CUUIT uiv 

to seize attention, if not now to 
satisfy it- 

They were surely not pored 
in Belfast in 1958 when 
McLarnoo’s next champion af- 
ter Laurence Olivier - Sif Ty- 
rone Guthrie - dmected, mtus 
exhilarated way, The Bonefb e, 
a lament for Ireland’s Cafoofic- 
Protestant misery in which, pn 

12 Jufyofallnigfatsoftheyer- 
a Protestant gin and a Cathdi 

sailor try to take their uvm to- 
gether on a bonfire amid foe 
hurly-burly of the Orangemen 
celebrating the Battle ofja 4 - 
Boyoe. - 

The production set Belfast in ! 

uproar. Banners of protest were 

unfurled; marches were pro- 
voked . Any transfer of tbeplay 
to foe imminent Edinburgh 

Festival seemed out of the ques- 
tion. As Guthrie himself! 

cynically observed: “I think it is 

good thing it has aroused pub- 
lic interest". • ■ 

But the play made 
McLarnon a force to reckon 
with and foe critics went on 
pluddly reckoning with his art 
for most of the next four 
decades in such plays as The 
Saviour (1967), to which foe 
Lord Chamberlain took sttrf- 
objectioa until its rude wof_ 
were removed and foe aetton 
shifted mto a deconsecrated 
church, set somewhere off foe 
west coast of Ireland in a 
quarrelsome post-nuclear soci- 
ety; The Trial of Joan of Arc 
(1969), in which Difys Kamlett 
had an emotional bail; and as- 
sorted versions of Dostoevsky, 
Gogol and Sophodes, which ex- 
tended McLarnon’s global in- 
fluence as a playwright and 
librettist. 



McLarnon: a stagy tang 

He also wrote for radio. One 
critic, after a deep evening'shs- 
tening to one of his half-dozen 
plays, dithered: “Brilliant or jj 
rather silly. 1 couldn’t decide. ; 
The programme has enough * 
ludicrous lines to keep one , 
listening A \ 

Adam Benedict; j 

Gerard McLarnon, playwright: . 
bom CiUherve, Lancashire 16 
April 1915; married 1958 Eileen 
Esseti. ( one son); died London 16 
August 1997. 
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Dora Maar 


When I was a young and raw 
student in Paris with Nadia 
Boulanger and Darius Milhaud, 
Tony Mayer, who was then the 
cultural attache to foe French 
Embassy in London, on one of 
his regular visits to Paris, took 
me down to his crumbling 
chateau in M6nerbes and 
thence to Dora Maar's house, 
writes Janies Stevens [further 


to the obituary by MichaeliPp- 
piatt, 1 August] . 

During the visitMaar tockos, 
unbelievably, to her lavatory. 
There were some nails sticking 
out from foe wall and wound, 
round these nails was a linpff. . 
composition in wire mode Jfpj 
Picasso himself whilst < V*.j 
stool". She had kept this, imm- 
olate, ever since. 




Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

BELL: On II August, to Annie and 
Jonathan, a son, Louis, a brother tor 
Rothko, 

OLSEN; Ktrsty and (System are de- 
lic ti! pil in announce the birth of their 
son, Angus Loudon Olsen. 

DEATHS 

BALKWILL: Philip, on 21 August 1997, 
at Jjome, aged 57. Private funeral 
Memorial service to be antmgecL 

PLOWDEN: Anna Bridget, CBE , o p21 
[1997 t daughter of Edwin and 


all bar family and friends, 
tbrhercouta^duringraoeattM~«-~ 

Cancer Research 


WlSmithfieW, London EOA 

THOMAS: On 

denhr, but peacefully, Ru* Thomas 
<n£a JXson). of CtedMter. and for- 
merly "Dorking. lojedJUK* 

missed by aO her Buuty and Enend* 
Service to beheld ai 
Cathedral on Tbuisday 28 AngJ?** 1 
llJOam-Runay flowers only. 


(RH4 


2ES, telephone 01 
For Gazette 

DEATHS, telephone 0171-293 2® u - 


Changing of the Goart 

Ai«eiy wants 4* <*>«>* 
oi 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mi Richard Addis, editor, 
Dolls Express, 41;. Mr Graeme 
Bowler, chief executive, Rwik Save, 
60: Mr Christopher Blafce, actor, 48; 
Mr Dale Campbelf-Savours 54; 
Mr Geoff Capes, shot putter, 48; Sir 
Alan Car, former chief executive, 

ASW Holdings, 61; Sir Robert Crich- 
ton-Brown, former ch ai r man . Row- 
mans International, 78; Ms Julia 
Drown MR 35; Sir John ftiidougb, 
former chief scientific adviser to the 
Cabinet Office, 67; Mr Alexander 
Gflmour, director. South West Lon- 
don Community Foundation, 66; 
Mr Roger Greenaway, popular saag 
composer, 59; Sir John Hoskyns, 
chairman. Burton Group, and 
EMAP, 70; Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Brendan Jackson, former Air Mem- 
ber for Supply and Organisation, 
Ministry of Defense, 62; Lord Tusna, 
life president, GPG, 85; Mr Stanky 
Kitchen, chartered ac co u n ta n t, 84; 
Mr Utter Lflley MP, 54; Mr Christo- 
pher Martin, Headmaster, Mfllfiela 
School, 59; Mr Jim Murphy MP, 3ft 
DrOnora OTNeifl, Principal, Newn- 
bam College, Cambridge, S6; Sir 
Brian Fearse, chai rman , Housing 
Corporation, 64; Mr Bed) Peck, ao* 
tor, 52; Mr James Quiiuvfflm pro- 
ducer and exhibitor, 7& Mr David 
Robb, actor, 50; Mr WSBy Russell, au- 
thor and playwright, 50; Sir Roy 
writer and historian, 62; Mr 


Lord Vincent of CoIeshiO, 
former chairman of Militaiy Com- 
mittee, Nato, 66; Mr Quite WmBe 
MP, 58; Sir Brian Young, former 
rii«m»Mi. Christian Aia, >->• 
TOMORROW: Mr Paol Barker, 
writer and broadcMer, 62; Vfce- 

Admirat^StepheoBerthon^JJ 

Ken Biggs, Headmasier. 

SchooL 54; Mr Alan Broofcri 
chairman, Kode InteruaMad, •«, 
Miss Antonia ByatL wnter, 
Charles Causley, poet ^ 
caster, 80; Mr Brian Cotter MP, a* 


Mr Carlo Curley, organist, 45; Pro- 
fessor Terre Dowling, graphic de- 
signer and iUostralor, 51; Mr Clifford 
Forsythe MP, 68; Sir Michael 
Franklin, former senior civil ser- 
vant, 70; Mr Stephen Fiy, actor and 
writer, 40; Lt-Col Sir John Johnston, 
former Comptroller, Lord Cham- 
berlain’s Office, 75; Mr Richard 
MeaJe, composer. 65; The Right 
RevCormac MutphyO'COnuor, Ro- 
man CatboSc Bishop of Arundel and 
Brighton, 65: Sir Graham Swan- 
wick, former High Court judge, 91; 
Mr Sam Tbrianoe, golfer. 44; Mr 
Hugh^ Wirighi, Chief Master, King Ed- 
ward's School, Birmingbam, 59. 

Anniversaries 
TODAY; Births: Louis XVL Kingof 
Ranee, 1 75* Sir Henry Thomas Ti- 
zard, scientist, 1885: Leonard Con- 
stant Lambert, composer and critic, 
1905; Gene Kelly {Eugene Curran 
KeQy), dancer and singer. 1912. 
Deaths: Sir William WhBaee, Scottish 
patriot, catenated 1305; George VB- 
tiers, Bret Duke of B uckin g h a m , as- 
sassinated by John Felton 1628; 
Rudolph Valentino (Rodolfo Alfon- 
zo RaEEaiele Pierre Philibert Gugliel- 
miL actor, 1926; Oscar Hammetadn 
It lyricist, 196ft On fids day: Charles 
I of! Ajqoa routed the German army 

of the Holy Roman Empire whcnii 
invaded Italy, at the Battle offagh- 

aoszo, 1268; Mexico was declared 
to be independent 1821; Hong Kong 
was I pk*-" by the British. 1839; the 
Albeit Bridge across the Thamesat 
Chelsea was opened, 1873; Japan de- 
clared war on Germany, 191 4; Joh n 
Cbbb, the British motorist, drove at 

H68L8S xnph at Bcmnewflc Salt Flats. 
United States, 1939; the w orld 
Ctoundl of Chaictes was founded. 
194&lbdqy is the Ffcast DayofSamts 

Asterius and Claudius, St Eugcneor 


& Rose of Lima and St TydfiL 
TOMORROW: Births: Robert Her- 


rick, poet, baptised 1591; George 
Stubbs, animal and portrait painter. 
1724; William WQbertorce. philan- 
thropist, 1759; Erast Ldbedc, pi- 
anist, 1829; Sir Max (Henry 
Maximilian) Beerbohm, author and 
caricaturist, 1872; Jean Rhys, novel- 
ist, 1894; Jorge Luis Borges, Argen- 
tine writer, 1899; Graham Vivian 
Sutherland, artist, 1903. Deaths: 
Pliny ibe Elder, Roman naturalist and 
writer, 79; Francesco Parmigianino, 
artist. 1540c Colonel Thomas Blood, 
adventurer, 1680; Thomas Chau cr- 
ura, poet, committed suicide 1770; 
Nicolav Leonard Sadi Carnot, physi- 
cist, 1S32; Ronald Aibuthnot Knox, 
theologian and essayist, 1957. On (his 
day: the cities of POmpeii and Her- 
culaneum were boned under volcanic 
ash after the eruption of^ Vtesuvrus. 79; 
Rome was captored by the Visigoths. 
410; the Massacre or Si Bartholomew 
occurred in France, when thousands 
of Huguenots were ItiUed in Paris, 
1572; Washington DC was captured 
by British troops, who burned dawn 
the White House, 1814; Matthew 
Webb was the first man to swim the 
English Channel, 1875; the Man- 
chester Guardian was renamed the 
Guardian, 1959. Ibtnemw is the 
FeasiDayofStAudcnoeusorOucn, 
St Bartholomew and The Martyrs 
of Utica. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Rebecca Drew, 
'tjonr Stories {tv* Giordano, Perseus 
Taming Pfuneta and his Fotiowento 
Stone ", 12pm- 

Thte Gallery: Laurence Bradbury. 
“Surreal Sleights of Fancy" , 1pm. 
British Museum: George Hart, 

“Artemis and the Monuments or 
Ephesos", L15pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery: Lauretta: Bnwhmy. 
“Characteristic Features in English 
Art", 230pm- 


Cosmic time and the millennium dome 

faithm 




We are apt to get time out of perspective. 
It can easily become a commodity, mea- 
sured out with minute digital precision and 
for sale at the market price. A psalm in 
foe Bible gives us a very different view- 
point It tells us that in Clod's sight a thou- 
sand years are like a day that has just gone 
or (ike a watch in the night. So a genera- 
tion passes like a lunch break. Five cen- 
turies becomes half a night shift. And we 
recognise again that beside cosmic time 
we are very small. We are, in the words 
of ibe Fsaim of Moses, like grass that 
springs up new in the morning and with- 
ers by evening. 

Yet the point of this recognition is not 
so that we see ourselves as without sig- 
nificance or our time as merely trivial. It 
is rather that, like foe psalmist, wc should 
learn to approach each day with a deep- 
er perspective and gain a hoot of wisdom. 
Without a sober approach to time we are 
likely to be foolish. 

Perhaps it is ibis sense of time and its 
implications which was missing this week 
in Peter Mandelson's outline of foe Mil- 
lennium celebrations. For they seem self- 
evidently trapped in the values of our 
present era, and consequently could well 
be foolish. As these thousand years draw 
to a close Britain is producing a dome, a 
tent-like structure which is to be the site 
of a wonderful end -of- Millennium “ex- 
perience". We are assured that the con- 
struction, which will still be expensive but 
apparently somehow not so temporary as 
it was going to be before the election - 
American fibre-glass rather than German 
plastic - now has the blessings and sup- 
port of all the Cabinet. 

It is not yet dear what the promised “ex- 
perience" will turn out to be, but since the 


reason 


A plastic German dome or a 
fibre-glass American one - was 
that really the most important 
decision for our celebration of 
the coming mille nnium ? - 
asks Elaine Storkey. 

capacity of foe dome will be well below 
60 million, many people will just see it on 
television. Supporters could of course ar- 
gue foat foe Mandetson vision has paral- 
lels with the biblical one; a tho usan d years 
becoming a day, embodied in the tent-like 
structure of the pilgrim. But somehow it 
lacks the scope and depth which God and 
Moses put together. 

I find it odd anyway that we should think 

wc can commercially produce any expe- 
rience appropriate for the ending of a 
thousand years. For these have been an 
amazing thousand years, from before the 
Norman Conquest. They have even been 
historically recorded, giving us access in 
Bniarn to our own long past. There have 
been great epochs and movements: fo e 
Norman era, the Middle Ages, Renais- 
sance. Reformation, Enlightenment, Vic- 
torian and Modern, all bring their own 
chmacter to the Millennium. Our language 
and literature spans vast eras: Oiaucer, 
Tyndale Shakespeare, Mfllon, Donne 
piston, Dickens, Churchill and thousands 
of others spill their words into our lives 


in chronicles, poetry, novels, memoirs and 
biography. Architecture has its own fegS' 
cy: Gothic, Classical, Geor gian and V*C' 
torian buildings shape our towns and dties. 

Through foe long centuries we see the 
unfolding of lives, relationships, struggles, 
wars, politics, law, poverty, wealth, art, ton' 
sic, science, technology. And underpins 
them all is our attitude to God, our hu- 
man response to foe great biblical naira- J 
Uves in foe faith and philosophy of * ^ 
thousand years. Can this really all be 
brought to a millennium experience? 

Hardly, and that is why we know that 
UaueShort, now silent but eloquent, was 
nghL we would be far better spending the 
money on alleviating world poverty and 
hunger as a more effective cele bration. R* 
the real millennial task, as set out by the 
Jubilee 2000 campaign, is foe cancellation 
of the debt of foe poor. These campaigns® 
have heard foe Old Testament theme of 
JubQee, forgiving debt and offering hopo> 
as one of God's purposes with us. Anw 
since over foe last two centuries we ba« 
™en unfairly benefited from some oj 
those very countries now in debt, it wouW 
hea fitting act of remembrance as well ® 

!?. erc y- Alongside their needs the 
outlined this week seem just a Utde sen- 
indulgent. 

So we have these two perspectives, 0# 
thousand years into an experience 
which has some r elatio ns hip with a do* 06. 
Another involves the God who, to 
the psalmist, has been our dwelling^?* 
throughout all generations. 
fjoti s caff to love mercy, do justice W" 

^tik humbfy must be the best way to 

the end of this millennium- And it woo 10 
help us put time more soberly in the c0Dr 
text of eternity. 




^ t 
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market report / shares 


Black Fridays become a weekly fixture this August 


Taking Stock 


again - another 


day as the stock 


' L + 




I^VideoLogic 

Z3 


^augm moav : 
market frets about New York! 
« was nearly a repeat per- 

*e™k a X° f p Frida ^° f ^ st 
17 s s w e “ Footee crashed 
bj S6 est Points fall 
since the 1987 crash. 

■ y 1 one ^me yesterday the 

by Wall Street s overnight fail 
h made a weak start and 
“tfted gently lower until tak- 
ing fright when the Dow Jones 



^ er ?ge Posted a!22.4 points 


rop m early trading. 

*-.Tf ien J New York seemed to 
settle down. And Footsie 
“^foUowcd- By ihe close 
?£*“} had been cut to 76.9 at 
4,901.1. 

Again the transatlantic re- 
treats were not linked to a sig- 
nificant event. In London the^ 
was a lime selling which, with 
the market reluctant to absorb 
stock ahead of a holiday week- 
end, had a snowball effect 
The market was operating 


on a skeleton workforce with 
the holiday season at its height 
Many players did not appear, 
or left early, to lengthen their 
Bank Holiday. 

And it is a time when heads 
of departments are often away, 
leaving their deputies m 
charge. Few number twos are 
prepared to bet against the 
herd and quickly fall into line 
with the general pattern of 
events. 

So they go along with any big 
New York movement and 
when it falls blithely ignore the 
chance to buy what could be 
cheap stock. 

The blizzard of interest in 
BT inflated volume. With the 
merger terms with MCI revised 
downwards to account for the 
US group’s trading, BT 
jumped 23.5p to 436p. In two 
days, since it became apparent 
the deal could be repriced, the 
shares have dialled up 525p of 
the 12Ip lost since the meiger 
came under threat. 
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Logic/NEC venture. It is used ago the com 

bid ended. 


stock market reporter of the year 


Tbmover was a remarkable 
180.6 million, graphically 
illustrating the frantic en- 
deavours of outmanoeuvred 
arbitrageurs to straighten their 
positions. The BT/MCI affair 
has cost them dear. 

_ At one time there seemed 
little, if any, doubt that the way 
the arbs should play the deal 
was to go long on MCI and 
short on BT The trading warn- 
ing and the revised terms made 
nonsense of such a strategy. 

Since hitting a 501 -5p peak 
when excitement over the deal 
was running high dividends 
totalling 46.95p have been 
stripped from the shares. 

Among blue chips hit by the 
Footsie collapse were S mith- 


Kme Beecham, suffering from 
claims of overcharging in the 
US, and Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries following negative 
comments from Dresdner 


to quicken and enhance a 
computers’ display of 3D im- 
ages. Matrox has 28 per cent 
of the market lor plug-in cards 
which add the technology to 
PCs. 

Rotfe & Nolan, the com- 
puter gro u P> hardened 5p to 
317.5p after placing shares at 
305p with institutions to raise 
£1.9m. The cash is in antiri- 


spedalist shopfitter, 

' firmed the arrival of SA£ 
Group Services as a 10 per cent 
shareholder. The shares were 
sold by Undervalued Assets 
Tost. C&A edged ahead 0J25p 

to 5.75p. 

IN, the property and air- 
ports group, edged ahead lp to 


Kleinwort Benson. SB fell 60p pa lion of “signing a number of 89.75p. Credit Ljonnais Laing 


<9-/0 p. . 

tol,07«p and I Cl 31_Sp to significant global contracts'*. lifted its asset valuation to 


l,008p. 

BSIgB, the satellite televi- 
sion station edged ahead 9,5p 
to 441p after Salomon Broth- 
ers moved from bold to buy 
and said the shares should be 


Appleyard, the garage 105p. The company has ac- 
group, reversed 10-5p to 63 Jp quired Sandfbrd Airport, used 
as bid talks were called off but by thousands of Britons visit- 
Bruntdiffe Aggregates at last ing Florida, and is in the 
collected a bid from Honslone, naming to buy Bristol Airport. 
improving 2^p to 4 Up. The Richardsons Westgartn 


□ReQec, which makes reflec- 
tive tnfcs, Ls doe to make in- 
vestment presentations to 
analysts. Its shares, Sip, have 
faDcn from X25p last month. 

A placing and open offer at 
HOp hit sentiment. The group 
raised the cash to take over 

Plast Cbem, tririch has devel- 
oped a polymer as a protec- 
tion against corrosion- The 
Plast product contains a re- 
flective element. In the trad- 
ing period to February Reflec 
suffered a £454,000 loss hot 
has since gained “substan- 
tial” orders. Harold Morlej; 
chair man, said yesterday he 
acquired shares at 84 p, lifting 
his stake to 9.4 percent. 


4S6p. They were almost 700p all-share offer has the support firmed lp to 87-5p. Stockbro- 
lastyear. of the Bruntcliffe board. ker Albert E Sharp betiwes the 

VideoLo gjc jumped I0_5p Ennstone also placed shares are a buy, trading at a 
to 64 Jp after confirming its shares, conditional on the of- 50 per cent discount to the en- 
PowervR chip had been cho- fer going ahead, at 3p to raise gin ee ring sector. It sees year's 

£25m. 


sen by Mattox, the world’s 
largest maker of branded 
graphic cards. The chip is the 


profits coming out at £6.5m, 
followed by £7-3m and then 
£8. 2m. 



□Mora director selling to 
please institutions. Media 
Business said its two top _ 
directors had sold 13i mil- 
lion shares to help liquidity. 
Ma na gem ent still has 61 per 
cent. Institutions paid 8p 
against 9p, np dSp. 
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BT salvages merger 



saves 



Chris Godsmark 
Business Corespondent 


British Telecom yesterday sal- 
vaged its planned merger with 
MCI, ending weeks of mount- 
ing uncertainty, by negotiating 
a cut of almost £35bn in the 
purchase price for the US long- 
distance giant 

The talks between BTs 
board in London and MCI ex- 
ecutives in the UK and US 
lasted until 3 am yesterday 
morning, though both sides re- 
fused to reveal how dose the 
companies had come to aban- 
doning the merger, the biggest 
in British corporate history. 

Sir Ian Vallance, BT chair- 
man, said: “While it looked as 
if this partnership might not 
manage a rough patch of tur- 
bulence we hive been going 
through, the feet that we have 
got through it was a testament 
to that partnership." 

The deal was thrown into 
jeopardy after MCI’s shock 
profit warning last month. The 
company predicted losses from 
its attack on the US phone 
feet would double this ye 
$800m (£500m). 

The biggest surprise from 
the review was that Concert will 
push ahead with MCTs expan- 
sion into the SZOObn local mar- 
ket, though the company 
predicted some scope foT cost 
savings. Timothy Price, MCI 
president said speculation that 
the company would cut 5,000 
jobs was “completely wrong." 

MCI has round it much 
harder to break into the local 
phone market than it had ex- 
pected Moves by federal reg- 
ulators to open the local 


mar- 
year to 


monopoly companies to com- 


petition have become bogged 
down with legal challenges. 

The 22 per cent cut in the 
merger price went much further 
than the 10-15 per cent pre- 
dicted by most analysts and 
looked likely to satisfy BTs big 
shareholders, who were furious 
that the senior management had 
been apparently unaware of 
MCTs problems. 

Shareholders will vote on the 
new terms at a second round of 


extraordinary meetings by ear- 
ly December, delaying the com- 
pleted merger by some three 
months to 1 January. One BT in- 
vestor said" “The cynical view on 
the price would be that things 
must be very bad at MCI, butwe 
think the new deal is good news. 
The credibility of BTs man- 
agement has been restored." 

Under the renegotiated 
terms, BT is paying $18.9bn 
(£11.9bn) for the 80 percent of 
MCI it does not own, based on 
yesterday’s dosing BT share 
price, a reduction of almost 22 
percent over the old deaL It val- 
ues MQ at£14.8bn, down from 
£l9.1bn. 

BTs shares soared 235p on 
the news to 436p, while MCI 
shares, which fell 15 per cent on 
Thursday, were up just I per 
cent in afternoon trading. 

Sir Iain insisted MCI in- 
vestors were not hnmiljated 
because the rise in BT shares 
yesterday had. boosted the total 
value of BTs cash and shares 
offer. “It could well be that it 
is in the interests of MCI share- 
holders to have a smaller share 
of a bigger cake." 

Tim Price, MCTs president, 
described the reduced price as 
a “win-win situation" for both 
companies. “We are excited by 
this deal, we are glad to have the 
deal back on track and we are 
waiting anxiously to dose." 

James Ross, from stockbro- 
kers Hoare Govett, said the 
terms were “pretty sensible." He 
continued: “Of course it wasn’t 
desirable that they got into this 
situation in the first place, but 
they seem to be back cm trade" 

But the prolonged uncer- 
tainty since the MCI profits 
warning left a trail of discontent 
in the US, with investors who 
had gambled on MCTs share 
price nursing huge losses. Guy 
Wyser-Fratte, a leading US ar- 
bitrageur, said BT had walked 
away with a bargain. "A lot of 
people, including some of the 
belter US analysts, got the out- 
come completely wrong. BT 
directors let people speculate 
about the review for weeks, I 
ford that absolutely appalling.” 

Comment, page 19 



Agreed: Tim Price, MCI president (left), and Sir lain Vallance, BT chairman, at yesterday's announcment of the amended deal 
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American investors left with smaller stake 


MCI shareholders woke op 
yesterday to the gloomy pros- 
pect of a much reduced stake in 
Concert, the new merged com- 
pany with BT with speculation 
that some big US investors 
may consider taking legal action 
against the renegotiated terms, 
writes Chris Godsmark. 

The revised agreement gives 
MCI shareholders fewer BT 
shares when the merger goes 
ahead, hot more cash. Each 
MO investor will now receive 
3.75 BT shares, plus $7.75 in 
cash, compared with the 54 BT 


shares and $6 In cash in the 
original proposals. 

As a result, MCI sharehold- 
ers will end up owning just a 
quarter of Concert, instead of 
the 34 per cent in last Novem- 
ber's merger terms, lb com- 
pensate for the loss, BT has 
agreed to pay out almost $lbn 
(£600m) more in cash to MCI 
investors. Because of the re- 
duced share element of the re- 
vised deal. Concert win have 10 
per cent fewer shares in dren- 
lathrathan anticipated. 

But MCI shareholders were 


dealt a further Menu; with news 
that th^y will not now begin re- 
ceiving dividends Grom Concert 
until the next financial year; 
starting in April 199& Under 
the old deal they would have 
been paid the final Concert div- 
idend for the whole of 1997/98, 
worth a forecast l&5p a share 
according to analysts. 

The difference means BT 
will now pay out about £630m 
less in dividends this year than 
it would otherwise have done, 
more than making up for the 
extra cash paid out through the 


revised merger terms. “Let’s 
just say the Lord giveth and the 
Lord taketh away," one analyst 
said yesterday. 

BT said the merger would 
lead of “modest" foils in its 
earnings this year and next yean 
knocking about £90m off profits 
compared to if BT had stayed 
independent, equivalent to lp 
a share. 

But analysts yesterday kept 
their dividend forecasts un- 
changed yesterday, implying a 
yWd on Conceit shares of more 
tban frper cent The company 


said it still intended to deliver 
“doubte digit*' dividend growth 
in the long term. 

BT also warned Chat the re- 
vised deal would raise Its gear- 
ing - the ratio of debt to equity 
- from up to 90 per cent pro- 
jected under the previoas terms 
to 120 percent The extra debt 
would come not just from losses 
on MCTs local phone market 
1 business but also from the 
£500 m windfall tax bSI in the 
UK and BTs higher pensions 
bill following Budget changes to 
tax breaks on dividends. 


Millennium row 
as Saatchi wins 
£ 16 m contract 


Cathy Newman 


The controversy surrounding 
the millennium celebrations in- 
tensified yesterday when the 
New Millennium Experience 
Company fNMEC),.the group 
organising the festivities, 
awarded a £16m advertising 
account for the project to M&C 
Saatchi, one of whose partners 
has been advising the NMEC 
since February. 

Bill Muirhead, a partner at 
M&C Saatchi, has been giving 
“strategic advice" to the 


NMEC the public bo<fe set up 
to run the Greenwich-based 
mille nnium celebrations. Rival 
advertising agencies, four of 
which competed with M&C 
Saatchi for the prestigious ac- 
count, have said the outcome of 

the bidding was a foregone 
conclusion. 

While in opposition. Labour 


said it was investigating Mr 
t NMEC. He 


ITV executives yesterday said 
that the appointment of an 
Independent Television Com- 
mission official to a key post 
at Granada Media Group 
could lead to a conflict of in- 
terest, writes Cathy Newman. 

Virginia Lee, a senior 
Independent Television Com- 
mission official, has been ap- 
pointed corporate affairs 
manager at Grenada, where 
one of her responsibilities 
wBl be to deal with the renewal 
of the company’s three li- 
cences. . ... 

Ms Lee has looked at li- 
cence renewal issues during 
her time at the Independent 
Television Commission. 

The Independent Televi- 
sion Commission said that, 
while she would not be leav- 
ing until mid-October, she 
would no longer be working on 
licence renewal for the watch- 
dog. 


Muirhead’sroleat 
was a key adviser to the Con- 
servative Party during the 1992 
general election, and was not in- 
terviewed for bis advisory role 
at the NMEC. 

However, a spokesman for 
Peter Mandelson, the minister 
without portfolio who is re- 
sponsible for the millennium 
project, seemed satisfied yes- 
terday with the appointment of 
M&C Saatchi: “We have noth- 
ing to add to the NMECs an- 
nouncement," he said. 

A spokesman for the NMEC 
defended the decision: “We 
needed strategic advice on mar- 
keting and Bill very kindly 
helped its out with that Over 
the last six months he has 
played less and less of a role." 

Mr Muirhead had not been 
paid for his work since Ffebru- 
aiy, the spokesman added. “He 
was advising at board level, but 
had no formal contract or title.” 
Mr Muirhead could not be 
contacted for comment 

Other agencies who pitched 

for the business inclu ded A bbott 
Mead Vickers and TBWA/Si- 
mons Palmer. 


LIG gains US approval for thinner condom 


Sameena Ahmad 


London International Group, 
the world’s leading condom 
manufacturer, is poised to se- 
cure US approval for the 
world’s first polyurethane con- 
dom. The revolutionary new 
prophalatic will be much thin- 
ner, helping to improve sensitiv- 
ity. The group is also developing 
a female condom to rival the 
much haled Femidom product 
Commenting on LIG’s fe- 


male condom, which is in the 
early stages of devetopmeut. Bill 
Potter, London International's 
scientific director said: “The 
concept of a female condom is 
of great interest to women. 
They want a safe method of 
birth control which is under 
their control. We are develop- 
ing something with greater aes- 
thetic appeal than Femidom." 

Women have criticised Femi- 
dom, developed by US group, 
the Female Health Company, 


for looking and feeling like a 
plastic bag. 

The new male condom, 
called Durex Avanti, has dou- 
ble the tensile strength of con- 
ventional laiot, but is 40 per cent 
thinner. “This condom is clear, 
doesn’t result in allergies like 
latex and improves sensitivity. 
The biggest reason men give for 
not using latex condoms is that 
they feel like a Wellington 
boot," Mr Potter said. 

Avanti, which has taken six 


years to pass the US’s stringent 
drug laws because of its unique 
material and cost £15m to 
develop, should go on sale m the 
US in the next few months and 
be rolled out in the UK in 
September. At present it can 
only be sold to people in the US 
with latex allergies, and cannot 
be advertised as an effective 
contraceptive. 

Clearance by the US Food and 
Drugs Administration is an im- 
portant breakthrough for LIG. 


The US condom market is with 
around $300m (£190m) a yep, 
more than three times the size 
of the UK market. 

Avanti will cost at least twice 
the price of conventional con- 
doms in the US. Its launch in 
the US is an attempt by LIG to 
maintain its market position - 
Durex is number two brand in 
the States with a 20 per cent 
share, behind Carter Wallace, 
whose Trojan brand has 60 per 
cent of the US market. 
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Clifford German 




Shares in Appleyard,' the em- 
battled Yorkshire-! 


... e-based car 

dealer, slumped iOop to 63 Jp 
yesterday after the company an- 
nounced that talks about a pos- 
sible bid, first announced in 
June, bad ended without an ac- 
ceptable offer being made. - . 

A number of parties have 
shown an interest in the group 
after a first approach from, an 
unnamed, company, believed 
to be Sanderson Bramall, was 
made public. • 

But Larards, the group’s ad- 
visers, took the view that none 
of the bidders was willing., to 
offer a hi gh enough price. J to* 
Appleyard is unlikely to fij* 
a hostile bid because most car 
manufacturers have clauses 
which can void existing fran- 
chises if a company changes 
hands. But the company, which 
10 years ago was one of the 
strongest quoted companies in 
the sector, remains beset with 
problems. 

It is still nowhere near find- 
ing a chief executive to succeed 
Mike Williamson, chairman 
and chief executive, when he 
gives iro his executive role at the 
endof fee year. 

The business is also suffering 
from the widespread restruc- 
turing imposed by the leading 
car manufacturers which are re- 
ducing the number of franchises 
they deal with, amalgamating 
territories and demand®/ 
heavy capital investment to eaf 
prove showrooms and customer 


y ^ - ' 









service. 


The main losers have been 
the small privately owned firms 
which cannot provide the nec- 
essary capital investment, but 
Appleyard has lost two presti- 
gious Jaguar franchises in Leeds 
and Harrogate and several 
other outiets have been dosed 
or sold. 

The statement coincided 
with the release of figures for 
six months to the end of June 
showing a 3 per cent drop in 
turnover to £380m and a 16 per 
cent drop in profit before tax 
to just £3.88m, even including 
an exceptional prdfit of 
£725,000 on the disposal of' 
dealerships. 

The interim dividend -j 
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been cut from 3.1p to 2p," 
ybe 


figures were marginally better 
than some analysts had ex- 
pected, after last year's full 
year loss of £535m. which in- 
cluded a charge of £8.6ra to cov- 
er the cost of restructuring and 
slimming down the business. 


Interest rate fears trigger steep 
fells in New York and London 


Ibm Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Shares fell sharply on both 
sides of the Atlantic again yes- 
terday on fears that US and 
German interest rates are about 
to rise. It was the third Friday 
in a row increasingly jittery 
equity markets have tumbled. 

The pound also slipped fur- 
ther after an une^ectedly sharp 
rise in German import prices 
suggested the Bundesbank 
would tighten monetary policy. 
The continuation of Thursday s 
slide in the value of sterling also 
reflected a forecast from the 
Confederation of British In- 

thaMJK interest rates have 
moved high enough to restrain 
inflation. 

The FTSE 100 index of lead- 
ing shares was down more than 
110 points at one stage on the 


to fears that economic growth 
is too strong. London finally 
closed 76.9 lower at 4,901.1 
but the Dow Jones index re- 
mained weak throughout the 
session. 

Dealers said the fall was ex- 
aggerated by low trading vol- 
umes. They added that investors 
were dying to pre-empt any 
slump in New York on Monday 
when London wiD be closed for 
the bank holiday. 

One of the few bright spots 
in the leading index was pro- 
vided by BT which dosed 235p 
higher at 436p after it agreed to 
reduce the price it would pay for 
MCI by as much as 22 per cent, 
so salvaging the world's largest 
telecommunications takeover. 

Smaller companies again did 
better, boosted in part by the 
weakness of the pound and by 
a growing belief that the teoond- 
liners represent much better val- 
ue than the leading stocks that 


far this year. The FTSE 250 
index closed 29.3 points lower 
at 4,658.7. 

A rise in German rales as a 
result of higher prices would 
narrow the gap between the two 
countries' base rates, making the 
pound, which dosed yesterday 
at DM2.91, relatively less 
attractive. German import 
prices surged 0.6 percent in July 
and 42 per cent over the past 
year, well above analysts' fore- 
casts of 0.2 and 3.7 per cent. 

German prices were boosted 
in July by the strength of the dol- 
lar, which appreciated by 3.7 per 
cent against the mark, and by 
higher oil prices, which rose by 
43 per cent on average. To- 
gether with recent comments in 
the Bundesbank's monthly in- 
flation report, fee data raised 
fears that the central bank is 
poised to take a more hawkish 
line on inflation 

Other data yesterday showed 


investment by British companies 
- in the second quarter of the 
year it was running 26 per cent 
higher than a year earlier. Econ- 
omists said fee increase was 
“staggering”, showing that com- 
panies were reacting to com- 
petitive pressures and difficult 
trading conditions by raising in- 
vestment rather than cutting it. 

According to Kevin Darling- 
ton, an economist at ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett the figures 
showed feat business investment 
has been much more resilient 
than headline figures earlier in 
fee week implied. 

The Office for National Sta- 
tistics also issued motor vehicle 
production figures yesterday, 
which confirmed the patchy 
nature of the recovery. The 
seasonally adjusted total car 
production index fell from 126 
m June to 122 in July. In fee six 
months ending hr July, pro- 
duction fell by 7.9 per cent 
against the previous six months. 
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JEREMY WARNER 


What is BT supposed 
to do? Hand all its 
surplus capital back to 
shareholders and 
settle down to 
managing the decline 
of its own domestic 
business? Few 
managements worth 
the name are going to 
be satisfied with such 
a dismal task 


BT seems to have got away with it, but only just 


P hew! Saved by regulators. It isn’t often 
that Sir Iain Vallance, chairman of 
British Telecom, has cause to thank the 
watchdogs that govern his industry but on 
this occasion he certainly does. Rarely have 
investors had as dose a shave as the huge 
overvalue BT so very nearly ended up pay- 
ing for MCI of the US. But for the tar diness 
of the Federal Communications Commission 
in the US in approving the deal, the merger 
would have sailed through months ago on 
the original inflated terms. 

The subsequent damage to BT share- 
holders, judging by yesterday's new terms, 
would have been £3bn to £4bn. It seems at 
least questionable that either Sir lain or his 
chief executive Sir Peter Bonfield, could 
have survived such a costly and embarrass- 
ing error of judgement. 

As it is, regulators took long enough in 
approving the deal to allow MCTs problems 
both in its core long distance business and 
its assault on local telecoms markets in the 
US, fully to emerge into public view. How 
BT and its advisers failed to spot these dif- 
ficulties at an earlier stage is another ques- 
tion. BT has owned 20 per cent of MCI for 
some years and is already represented on its 
board. If anyone bad an insider's view of 
what was going on at MCI, it was BT 
Furthermore, James Dodd, senior tele- 


coms analyst at Dresdner Kkinwurt Benson, 
and others, had spotted and aired in the City 
the potential for serious difficulties in local 
telecoms long before BT forced its Ameri- 
can partners to put out that infamous prof- 
its warning. 

Thankfully BT has now managed to rene- 
gotiate the terms in a way that allows hon- 
our to be satisfied all round. Ir was touch and 

g o. MCI will almost certainly face a flurry of 
ligation in the US from angry arbitrageurs 
and others whose fingers have been badly 
burnt by the turn of events. Documents filed 
in connection with the takeover indicated 
that there was no scope for renegotiating the 
terms. It could also reasonably be argued that 
the unexpected events to hit BT since the 
merger was announced - the windfall prof- 
its tax and the removal of tax credits on div- 
idends -went someway to cancelling out the 
deterioration in MCTs outlook. 

In the end, however, a less advantageous 
deal for MCI was better than no deal at all. 
Without the prop of the BT takeover, MCTs 
share price would have beaded a lot further 
south than U already has. The latest terms 
finally dispense with the pretence that this 
MCI shareholders end 
cent of the combined 



new offer, against more 
than 34 per cent under the okL Tne cash ele- 


ment of the bid is enhanced a little, but this 
does no more than compensate MCI share- 
holders for the BT final dividend they will 
now not be getting. 

There will be some earnings dilution next 
year and the remainder of tirisye®, BT says, 
but thereafter the deal should begin to wash 
its face. In all then, BT looks tt> have ended 
up with if not quite a bargain, certainly a 
rather better deal than if none of tins had 
ever happened. The bigger question raised 
by the debacle, however, is whether BT 
should be buying MCI at alL 

I've always largely gone along with EfTs 
case for the MCI takeover but there is no 
doubt that MCTs difficulties have raised 
some very pointed questions. Does BT 
really need to boy another commodity tele- 
phony business to further its international 


tacular growth in the US during which MCI 
provided the main competitive challenge to 
AT&T, MCI is now finding the going much 
tougher. Growth rates have slowed and the 
long distance market in the US has become 
very much more price competitive. 

Moreover, BT already has a highly suc- 
cessful joint venture with MCI in the services 
it is most interested in developing -one-stop 
telecommunications for big multinational 
business. Does it really need to go the whole 


: with MQ further to develop 
1 Of course it doesn’t. BT and 

different perspectives. BT is the incumSftat 
public telephone company, attempting to 
defend its market position against buca- 
neering newcomers. MCI is the very reverse. 
It is one of the outsiders trying to rmisde in, 
an attacker of markets rather than a 
defender of them. 

Sir Iain Vallance has tried to present this 
difference of approach and culture as a 
boon which will be of profound assistance 
to BT as it mounts its assault on Europe's 
newly deregulated telecommunications mar- 
kets, But it could just as easily work the other 
way round. The two may find themselves 
incapable of living with, each other. 

Despite these doubts, this isprobably still 
the right deal for BT to be doing. The case 
can be argued on a number of fronts but per- 
haps the most compelling is that size for the 
sake of it may actually count for something 
in these fast changing and rapidly globalis- 
ing markets. What is BT supposed to do? 
Hand, all its surplus capital back to share- 
holders and then simply settle down to man- 
aging the decline of its own domestic busi- 
ness? Few managements worth the name are 
going to be satisfied with such a dwmal task. 

Combined, BT and MCI become the third 


largest telecoms company in the world. 
Arguably, it will also be the one with the 
greatest international spread. The upshot a 
cheaper capital and an ability to take risks 
and seize market opportunities in a wpv that 
neither could realistically do on their own. 
This has been characterised by some as a 
thoroughly bad thing. MCI wfll merely end 
up using BTs money to advance its own 
uneconomic push into local US telecoms, 
many are warning. 

But it is not reulh/ Eke that. Of course some 
ofwhai BT and Mt3 do together won't work 
out and there wiD be losses that on their own 
neither company would find easy to justify. 
Some of these more risky propositions, will 
come good, however. On balance, the greater 
market power that size for iLs own sake gives 
will enhance the prospects of both compa- 
nies. If this were BT buying, say, a US tele- 
vision network, or some such other business 
which is seen to be converging with telecoms, 
then there would obviously be room for 
doubt. But it is not MCI is in the same busi- 
ness as BT. What’s more it is a business where 
boundaries arc fast breaking down. 

Not eveiyone will be convinced by this. BT 
can still expect quite considerable shareholder 
opposition when the MCI takeover is put to 
the vote. Even so, at this juncture it looks as 
Sir Iain has got away with it after all. 


Sky moves into pay-per-view pop 


' ' Cathy Newman 

^BSkyB will become the first 
broadcaster to ask viewers to 
'pay to watch a music concert 
' 'when it screens a charity event 
' . for the vic tims of the Montser- 
| . rat volcano next month. 

News of the concert was yes- 
'. terday revealed in so-called ex- 
clusive front page story in The 
Sun , the newspaper owned by 
‘ Rupert Murdoch's News Cor- 
poration, the dominant share- 
' ‘ holder in BSkyB. 

Sky will put its substantial 
1 marketing budget behind the 
venture, which will inevitably 
' : /increase its commercial profile 
/as it seeks to introduce more 
'pay-per-view events. It will also 
be able to assess how many 
' ' viewers are willing to pay to 


Channel 4 to the exclusive 
rights to screen the concert, 
which will feature stars such as 
Eric Clapton. Elton John, Paul 
McCartney, Sting and Mick 
HucknalL 

Subscribers to the satellite 
broadcaster will be given eight 
opportunities to view the event 
over a four-day period, at £4.95 
a time. 

A spokesman for Sky said 
that the company was confident 
of a "strong interest" in the 


event as tickets for the live Al- 
bert Hall conceit had sold out 
within 90 minutes of being of- 
fered for sale. 

Sky started experimenting 
with pay-per-view broadcasts, 
wfaehe subscribers pay extra to 
view a one-off event, last March 
when a boxing match between 
Frank Bruno and Mike Tyson 
drew 660,000 paying viewers. 

Sky would not say yesterday 
how much it had bid for the 
Montserrat rights, nor how 


many viewers it hoped to pull 
in. All profits would be donated 
to the Moatserrat Foundation, 
which is offering aid to the vic- 
tims of the Soufriere Volcano, 
the company said. 

To date, Sky has confined its 
pay-per-view ventures to baring, 
showing five bouts over the 
last 18 months. However, the 
Montserrat concert will be the 
company’s first foray into non- 
sporting events. Sky is widely ex- 
pected to show films on a 


j^yatch concerts. 
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Sky beat the BBC, ITV and How the Sun broke the news of BSkyB’s latest venture into pay-per-view TV 


pay-per-view basis at a later 
date. The company has had 
talks with Cable & Wireless 
Communications about launch- 
ing a joint pay-per-view service, 
but a deal is thought to be some 
way off being signed. 

Harvey Goldsmith CBE, pro- 
moter of music for Montserrat, 
said Sky had come up with the 
“best opportunity" to raise the 
most money. He said that all ter- 
restrial television companies, ex- 
cept Channel 5, had pitched for 
the rights. Mr Goldsmith added 
he was confident Sky would de- 
liver a large audience. 

Sir George Martin, formerly 
the Beatles' producer, owns a 
studio on Montserrat and is 
producing and organising the 
concert. He said the event 
would raise much needed cash 
for the victims and would bring 
the disaster into the public eye. 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets' view 
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For the second week running 
the experts have left their 
forecasts of the probability of 
EMU going ahead unchanged. 
However, currency markets yes- 
terday reflected concern at the 
prospect of stronger inflation in 
Germany following higher pre- 
liminary figures for August 
from north- Rhine Westphalia 
and Bavaria. 

Indications that German in- 
flation rates ooukl climb back up 
to 2 per cent could trigger a rise 
in the Bundesbank’s repo rate 
as early as next Tuesday. 

Attention will then switch to 
the next round of meetings be- 
tween the French and German 
governments, says Alison Cot- 
trell at Paine Webber. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin 
meet in Bonn next Thursday but 
no decisions of substance are 
expected at that stage. 

The European Union's 
finance ministers and central 
bankers wfll take their discus- 
sions forward when they meet 
at Mondorf in Luxembourg on 
12-14 September. The Franco- 
German summit wil] foDow on 
1S-19 September, bringing to- 
gether the heads of state for a 
discussion on the timing of the 
moves towards monetary union 
and any changes to budgetary 
policies the leading candidate 
countries may need to make to 
ensure they meet the criteria. 


Monument bullish 
on Asian oil plan 


John WiBcock 


Monument Oil & Gas, the 
independent oil company, yes- 
terday said its plans to explore 
and export oD from Turkmen- 
istan , a country bordering Iran 
and the Caspian Sea, were pro- 
gressing well. 

However, shares in the group 
eased 0.75p to 85-25p as the 
group reported weaker-than- 
expected half-year results. 

Tony Craven Walker, Monu- 
ment’s chairman, said talks 
were going well with the govern- 
ment of Turkmenistan and Mo- 
bil over a drilling venture that 
is already yielding 1,000 banels 
of light ofl a day. “Field oper- 
ations- have commenced in 
Turkmenistan and we bope to 
reach an early conclusion to ne- 
gotiations aimed at increasing 
our investment in the region," 
Mr Craven Walker said. 


The group announced oper- 
ating profits up 134 per cent to 
£15.4m for the half-year to 30 
June. There was a smaller in- 
crease in profits after tax of 15 
percent to £7.9m. reflecting the 
fact that Monument stopped 
capitalising interest on its new 
development In Liverpool Bay. 

Monument also said it had 
two significant initiatives plan- 
ned for Algeria and Pakistan in 
the second half of 1997. 

“The figures were just a bit 
weaker than expected, but the 
shares came off ahead of the re- 
sults," said one market-maker. 

John Besant-Jones, an analyst 
with ABN Amro Hoare Govett, 
said the figures were “probably 
a little disappointing" although 
be added the start-up costs at 
Liverpool Bay made it difficult 
to judge. The statement on the 
Turkmenistan talks was “quite 
positive for the shares". 


Rivals dig 
in for 
quarry 
bid battle 

Sameena Ahmad 


A David and Goliath bid bat- 
tle is brewing in the world of 
stone quarrying. The fight is 
over BnintcHffe Aggregates, a 
small quarrying company, which 
yesterday agreed an all-share of- 
fer from Ennstone, a tiny stone 
company, valuing Bnmtdiffe at 
£2&2m. 

Though Ennstone has 
already secured 50.9 per cent of 
Brunt diffe’s shares including its 
own stake. Aggregate Indus- 
tries, its much larger quarrying 
rival, was yesterday locked in 
meetings to decide whether to 
launch a bid. Aggregate In- 
dustries has built a 22.7 per cent 
stake in Bruntcliffe. Capitalised 
aL £600m against Ennstone’s 
£17m. Aggregate clearly has the 
firepower to launch a much big- 
ger offer. However, although 
Bruntdifie is thought to have re- 
peatedly courted a full bid and 
Ennstone has had talks to per- 
suade the company to sell its 
stake. Aggregate has taken no 
action. 

Vhughan McLeod, chairman 
of Ennstone, which is raising 
£25m in a placing to help fund 
the deal, said be was puzzled 
about why Aggregate had hot 
bid for Bruntcliffe, but was 
confident about the outcome for 
his own shareholders: “We own 
9.4 percent of Bnxntdiffe. If Ag- 
gregate outbids us we will make 
a profit." He said that Aggre- 
gate would be under pressure 
to raise tbe stakes or sell up. 
“Doing nothing could give them 
a very big stake of a delisted 
company." 

Juicy service contracts could 
see Bnmtctiffe’s three top di- 
rectors sharing around £l-5m 
following a bid. Brumcliffe’s 
shares rose 2i>p to 4 1 .5 p, com- 
pared to the 4S.75p bid price. 


Congressmen threaten BA deal 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 


The controversial planned 
alliance between British Airways 
and American Airlines came 
under further pressure yester- 
day when the European Com- 
mission revealed that US 
Congressional representatives 
investigating tbe tie-up shared 
tbe same competition fears. 

Karel van Mien, the Euro- 
pean Competition Commis- 
sioner, met the Congressional 
delegation in Brussels yesterday 


and said afterwards that both 
teams had “common ground" 
on the alliance. 

The Commission is thought 
to be calling on British Airways 
to give up 350 of its lucrative 
take-off and landing slots at 
Heathrow Airport as condition 
for the alliance going ahead. 

The months of horse- trading 
over the deal, including regu- 
lators in London, Washington 
and Brussels, have increasingly 
focused on whether BA will be 
able to receive financial com- 
pensation for any slots divested. 


Bob Ayling, BA’s chief execu- 
tive, wants to be able to sell the 
slots to other carriers, though 
the Cbmmission is split on the 
issue of slot sales. 

Mr Van Miert is also under- 
stood to be concerned that the 
alliance partners reduce flight 
frequencies between some 
transatlantic destinations. 

Tbe tie-up would give BA and 
American Airlines some 60 per 
cent of UK-US flights and has 
already attracted huge opposi- 
tion from rival airlines in the US 
and Europe. 


IN BRIEF 


Huntingdon chief quits animal committee 

A senior director at Huntingdon Life Sciences, the animal test- 
ing company at the centre of a Home Office investigation into 
anim al cruelty, has resigned from an independent board which 
advises the Home Office on animal protection. Dr David 
Christopher, Huntingdon’s research laboratories director, has 
stepped down from the Animal Procedures Committee, a body 
of 19 people which advises the Home Office on science, industry 
and animal protection. Dr Christopher has been under pressure 
from animal rights groups to resign after the Home Office threat- 
ened to revoke Huntingdon’s licence after it upheld allegations 
of animal mistreatment exposed in a Channel 4 documentary ear- 
lier this year. A spokeswoman for the National Anti-Vivisection 
Society said yesterday: “He has finally bowed to pressure. His 
position was untenable." Dr Christopher is believed to be on an 
extended holiday and was unavailable for comment. 

Saracen expects offer for Value Trust 

Saracen Vhlue Trust says it has held meetings with interested par- 
ties which could lead to an offer for the trust. MAM and Invcsco 
are understood to be candidates, and Saracen expects to make 
an announcement within the next 10 days. The Trust said HSBC 
Asset Management Europe has written a further letter to the board 
but has not submitted new and improved proposals. HSBC pro- 
posed two weeks ago to remove the board of Saracen and the 
investment manager and to take over management of the trust. 

£500,000 pay-off for Asda Property MD 

Asda Property, the property investor, paid Tony Roscoe nearly 
£500,000 in severance pay after the company sacked him as man- 
aging director in Maim, far higher than the £300,000 observers 
assumed at the time. Patrick Ranger, property director, said that 
no replacement for Mr Roscoe had yet been selected, but that 
be expected headhunters to have a shortlist for the company by 
next month. Mr Roscoe left after disagreements with Manny David- 
son, the chairman, whose family owns most of the company. The 
group also announced flat profits of £5.06m for the six months 
to June. Earnings pc* share rose to 3.9p from 3 Jp. and the in- 
terim dividend was 0.9 p against 0.85p. 

Bass sells interests in Carlsberg-Tetley 

Bass, Che brewing and leisure group, has exercised and completed 
its option to sell all of its interests in brewer Carlsberg-Tetley to 
Denmark's Carisberg for £1 10m in cash. Bass exercised the op- 
tion following a decision by Margaret Beckett, President of the 
Board of Trade, to block its proposed merger with Carlsberg-Tfetley. 
Under the terms of the merger agreement signed between Bass 
and Allied Domecq in 1996, Bass said it had also asked Allied 
to return £30m paid by Bass for Allied's stake in Carlsberg-Tetley. 

Vaux sell hotels and nursing homes 

Vaux Group bas sold five three-star Swallow Hotels comprising 
385 bedrooms to Chasley Lifestyle and has also completed the 
sale of ail 3S nursing homes to Highfield Group, for a total of 
£48m. The company said the proceeds would be invested in ho- 
tels, pubs and brewing. 'Hie sale will also enable Swallow to pro- 
ceed with a project to install air conditioning in a significant 
proportion of the rooms in each hotel by September 1999. New 
pubs, are either under construction or planned in the city centres 
of Nottingham, Sheffield, Middlesbo rough and Halif ax. 

Graphics deal boosts VideoLogic 

Video Logic said graphics seller Matrox Graphics has signed a strate- 
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on the latest NEC PowerVR PCX2 3D processor. The Matrox 
m3D would be shipping in the fourth quarter of 1997 and avail- 
able world-wide, VideoLogic said. The shares roseiojp to 645p. 

Calidore pays £3.58m for Keystone 

Calidore Group has agreed to buy the whole of the issued share 
capital of Keystone Solutions for £3.5Sm, with further payments 
depending on Calidore’s profit performance over the next three 
years. Calidore is also proposing to consolidate its ordinary shares 
on a one-for-20 basis and has placed new ordinary shares at 90p 
per share to raise £15m for the development of the Keystone 
business, which develops software for legal and accountancy firms. 
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Critical point for 


ailing Agassi 


John Roberts reports from New York on the fall of 
the former world No 1 who hopes to rediscover his 
touch at the US Open, which starts on Monday 


The actress Tallulah Bankhead 
apparently became so anxious 
watching Bill TDden lose to 
R£ne Lacoste in the 1928 Wim- 
bledon semi-finals that she ate 
the rose from her lapeL Entire 
gardens might be under threat 
from Brooke Shields. 

You may remember Ms 
Shields' husband, Andre Agas- 


si Their wedding in California 
in April was his biggest match 
of the season. 

There were rumours that 
Agassi was on the point of re- 
tiring, which proved premature. 
He had given the Australian 
Open a miss, explaining that he 
needed to rest, and was absent 
from (he French Open and 
Wimbledon because of a tendon 
injury to his right wrist 

On returning to the court af- 
ter 10 weeks, the Las .Vegan's 
performances suggested dis- 
orientation, his opening round 
defeats for the year extending 
to seven as he strove for a 
semblance of form ahead of the 
United States Open, which 
starts on Monday here. 

Officials of the United States 
Tennis Association trust (bat the 
unseeded Agassi win at least put 

in an appearance. They have al- 
ready lost Steffi Graf and Boris 
Becker from the cast list and 
Monica Seles” challenge may be 
debilitated by a flu virus. 

.The organisers are awaiting 
confirmation that the mayor, 
Rudolph Giuliani, will accept an 
invitation to make a speech to in- 
augurate the Arthur Ashe Sta- 
dium on Monday night- Giuliani 
has been critical of a contract 
signed by his tennis-loving pre- 
decessor, David Dinkins, re- 
stricting flights over Flushing 
Meadows from La Guardia Air- 
port during the tournament 

While Mayor Giuliani's sup- 
port would be useful, the need 
for a revitalised Agassi is press- 
ing. A world ranking of fro 59 
might be a fair assessment of 
where Agassi's tennis stands, but 
as a personality he, is still No. l,_ 
partly because of a dearth ot 
challengers in that department 

Aged 27, Agassi bloomed 


late and wilted early in terms of 
Grand Siam titles, winning 
Wimbledon in 1992, the US 
Open in 1994 and the Aus- 
tralian Open in 1995. His 11 
years on the circuit, however, 
have been a triumph of mar- 
keting for the player and his 
clothing sponsor, Nike. 

Reportedly worth £75m, 
Agassi has earned £85m in of- 
ficial prize-money, A contract 
with Nike agreed in 1995 was re- 
putedly for $100m {£65 m) over 
10 years. 

It seems doubtful that he 


changed his tennis priorities, 
Agassi said: “The people saying 
that are probably the same 


would continue playing without 
the thrill of success. Clauses in 


contracts? Agassi has been 
Santa Claus for his sponsors. 
How many male athletes have 
created so much interest and 
speculation about what they 
wore? In the cause of com- 


merce, Agassi has gone through 
a garish gamut of “hot lava 1 *, 
“hot lime", "grunge" (com- 
plete with black socks and 
shoes), bad hair days and 
shaven-headed days. 

Phillip Agassi, brother and 
business adviser, has bees quot- 
ed as saying, ‘Andre's great- 
great-grandchildren won’t have 
to worry about money. Andre 
has more money than be could 
spend. He wouldn't sign long- 
term contracts with those com- 
panies to play, and then quit the 
game. Andre is still in his prime. 
He has a good three to five years 
to return to the top 10. Who 
knows? It could be longer. He 
hasu't lost his lust for the game." 

But what about his form? 
Last month, responding to sug- 
gestions that marriage had 


mat are probably the same 
people saying Brooke was the 
reasonlgottoNo 1." 

Perhaps. But aside from one 
or two Davis Cop performances 
and foe dispensation of being al- 
lowed to curse his way to an 
Olympic gold medal in Atlanta 
last year, Agassi has hardly 
been recognisable as the same 
player since losing to Pete Sam- 
pras in the 1995 US Open final 

Agassi fire defending cham- 
pion and No 1 in the world at the 
time, was defeated in four sets 
by Sampras, the world No Z The 
outcome of one marathon raDy 
might have changed the course 
of their respective careers. 

Sampras bad readied set 
point on Agassi’s serve in the 
opening sec Agassi put the ball 
in play, Sampras hit a return, 
and the players became syn- 
chronized in a breathtaking 
duel of angled groundstrokes. 
On the 22nd stroke. Samp ras 
outmanoeuvred Agassi with a 
forehand and delivered a back- 
hand winner across the court 

It was an example, Agassi 
said, of Sampras’s “explosive- 
ness". iLmigfat also have been ‘the 
moment when their rivalry was 
blown. 

“That one point in that 
match was significant," Sampras 
srid during a break in his prepa- 
rations the other day, “because 
at that point Andre had won 25 
straight matches, and he 
worked so hard to get to No 1 
in the worid. 7b come up short 
at the US Open, the most im- 
portant tournament we have in 




Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 

i^xxtsirom^-Francorchamps 


Damon Hill steered his Arrows- 
Vamaha through the rain to 
fourth place in practice for to- 
morrow’s Belgian Grand Prix 
here and then decided it was 
time to present his case for not 
only a competitive drive, bat 
also a salary befitting a worid 
champion. 

The revelation that he had re- 


“I 1«V* to think there is-a lot 
of interest in my being in acm© 
petitive car - from the fans, tag, 
country and the sponsors. Tag 
notso desperate iballyvottW dq 
it for nothing. ‘ * . - . . « 
“Some teams baye bee$ 
known to pay Slma-race nfr 
mnriftts of results. It's rumoured 


Michael Schumacher is on 
a year. I regard mysejfasbeti% 
than a great number of driveia 
in Formula One andzpy recqm 
is better than a great number qf 
drivers in Formula Ope. I can 


; ATT,, i. l J PV/Ti 


pins Sim (£636,000) a win, to seen rii 
join McLaren-Mercedes. who 1 dont acceptjjs a hfleg 
have now retained David market I^be^saiqgf an gS * 
Coulthard and Mika Hakki- er team [JorrianJ that 
nen for next season, sits uneasily have done better with a better 
with Hill’s claim that money is driver in foe car. 

not his priority. “Ttere arc ajianffid of 

He backed up that claim by pfemRramua OnewftecaPwrt 
declaring that he had rejected .a championship and J am — 
a two-year deal — believed’ to of them.” -y - . 


The beginning of the end? Andre Agassi (left) with Pete Sampras after losing to him 
in the 1995 US Open final Photograph: AP 


the States, Pm sure was very 
tough to get over. 

“He showed glimpses of his 
form there, but he hasn’t been 
as consistent as I think he should 
be. So it’s something maybe he 
hasn’t quite rebounded from. It's 
something that Pm sure he's 
thought about and whatever. 
But Pm sure he's put it behind 
him. He’s had a tough summer. 
Tm sure at the US Open time 


he’ll be ready. His confidence 
might not quite be where it was 
a couple of years ago, but with 
a couple of matches under his 
belt hell be tough to beat” 
We shall see. After losing re- 
cently to his compatriot Justin 
Gimelstob, Agassi said: “It will 
take a while to get that confi- 
dence back, to prove to myself I 
can beat these guys day in and 
day out again. It’s Just a grind. 


San Jose ~ . 

1 st itffrtM 

2w <d KM Merman {Stoatt 
QFWGDcry»VUBi64n^ 
SFksttoG'RuRBdM (BS&i 


Mfe M Mftnuou Vte) 7-87-fi 

,• *.* V \ ‘ * 


He mn h to '•'$?*? 

land fiw s'-T?// 


t teS Draw (MU 7*6-1 


Atlanta flm liinnll 

1st id tt J Oneirw (&) 6-3 6-2 . l«j* ton to afeetan (BrV 606-1 

2Dd.nlloat»lJJiomaoiSwW 7^3-663 •»* 

• hflanspcBt •. .. • 

Wsah l ngt oo •: ‘ - . IRrttt'D Sw*uoett M 8-2 44 B-a 


lstidfije J.;.- 

2nd tti tost to DFtocft (US) 2-6 6-4 6-4 


latiVCsw V 


C^4»F 


flcoraoiu® 


ref tost mi : I 


ft*Ti634 63 


Lot Angeles 


SMrtfftrO.Da&ftietFtt 7&03. - . ■ ■ 
3 b 1 id U A CwrBBi(S« 74 6-l : 

QF lost to U Wbocfcrt* CAuaJ 64 5-7 60 


-.hi Ci*.< 


1997 rocotfoPl 19 Wat to} 
Cdrentwdrid w ritin g NaW 


You’ve got to pay the price and 
do ft. I certainly am committed 
to that challenge and I wiD do ft." 

John McEnroe was about to 
be 27 when he derided to take 
a seven-month sabbatical. He 
never quite reproduced his pre- 
vious level of performance. The 
New Yorker interrupted his ca- 
reer for marriage to foe actress 
Thtum O’Neal and fatherhood 
after losing in the first round of 
foe Masters in January 1986. 

That defeat, 6-1 in the third 
set, was by the Californian Brad 
Gilbert who had won only one 
set in their seven previous match- 
es. “When I start losing to the 
Brad Gilberts of this world,” 
McEnroe said, *Tve got to re- 
consider what Tm doing even 
playing this game.” • 

One wonders' bow many 
shots Gilbert, -now Agassi's 
coach, puts past the Las Vegan 
on the practice court. • 


have come from Sauber - of 
more than $20m (£12.7m), yet 
insisted that be deserves to be 
paid what he deems he is worth: 

“1 turned down in excess of 
$20m over two years. The rea- 
son those deals have been put 
to me is because of my ability 
and achievements in foe sport, 
and what I can do for a racing 
team," Hill said- 
“It is a huge sport, with a 
huge audience, and it is all 
about money. The reason rac- 
ing drivers are trying to earn a 
lot of money is because they 
bring results, success and pub- 
licity to the teams they drive for. 
Nobody would be offering me 
money -if I was no good. - 
“It's not about foe risks we 
take, it's because of our huge 
commercial value. Sponsors 
want to be associated with 
Michael Schumacher and Da- 
mon FELL" 

Hill, in common with other 
drivers, believes his salary -cur- 
rently $7m - should be a mea- 
sure of his standing in the sport 

OTf-vlit tA 


Haring goVfoat p£ |is efiegt 
HOI arid his adyisqri^pnautet 
and issued a statep^nt cor 
cenring the McLaren "pffe- 
which had brim. rejected be 
cause it “did not accord with 
what J had beeii'Ied to belief 
from bur • prior negotiations 
and l did not consider that ii 
demonstrated a serious cbm 
nritment to me as a driver": 

The problem'for ECU is th®i 
although he has received sub- 
stantial offers, none has betb 
from a competitive team. 

Coulthard arid Hakkmeo, or 
the other hand, are now sure fr 
a drive next season. “This is one 
of the most desirable seatsyov 
can get in Formula Ope - adc 
I’m glad I have it," the-25-year 
old Coulthard said- "I hsvt 
done agood solid jobliiisyeat 
1 have always believed I wouk 
be at McLaren, Tnever dou6fi 
ed it for one momet$£ 

BELGIAN GRAND PIUX .(Slto-FraD«»rI 


“It’s not right to expect me to 
just roll over with my legs in the 
air and forego the things I have 


BELGIAN GRAND PRIX .(SfM-Francorf 
danto): Fro* p ract i ce: 1 G Bec^r (Aw). 
Beneuon-Rcnajt 2mtn .&0O2sec 1222^3 
mpri); 2 J AJesI (Fr) 'Benetton- Renault 
2:07.371; 3 R Banidulto (Brf Ste«OT-Fbfd| 
208.238: 4 D HI (GB) AmMB^YamoM 
20637% 6 M Schumacher (Gert Fenfert 
2K»272; 6 D CouRhan] (GB) Mdaren-Mer-; 
cedes 2SW288; 7 J Hertnt (GB) Saub«4 
Peoonas 2X19.772; ft. .da JhiBi Qtk 


the work andray own vaiue that- 

I percent I have m foe SporL. Ti >nacher (to) jaaertPauBsot. aazTso. * 


Johansson on 
Ryder scent 




HYPERION 

5j40 Pure Coinddence 6j05 Highspeed &35 
Good Hand 7j05 Augustan 735 Palmetto Bay 
Su05.KsepsafcB 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 

reports from Straffan, Co Kildare 


Seve Ballesteros, the Ryder 
Cup captain, had a band in the 
pairings for the first two days of 
the Smurfit European Open. He 
chose Per-Ulrik Johansson and 
Ridraig Harrington, and while 
foe captain missed the cut, and 
Harrington narrowly beat it, Jo- 
hansson took the lead. 

The Swede, who is foe de- 
fending champion and was 
pleased that the event mil remain 
at the K Club here for the nett 
three years, scored the third 64 
of foe week, following Colin 
Montgomerie and Fredrik Ja- 
cobson. At 12 under, it took Jo- 
hansson into the lead by one over 
foe Scot 

Johansson is rarely fully 
pleased with his rounds of goo, 
saying that there are usually 
never more than three shots 
that he catches perfectly. In 


he knows better than to believe 
everything he reads. The pair, 
who won 11 of their 15 matrixes 
in partnership, have a polity of 
no " sorties” on the course and 
it is unlikely that, should the 


Spaniard not qualify automati- 
cally, Ballesteros wifi change the 
habit 

But after a 73, Olazabal needs 
to find a sparkle of confidence to 
pick up more than token prize 
money. just cannot score,” he 
said. “One day it is the driving, 
foe nest it is the putting. It feels 
terrible. I have to wait until the 
bad spell goes away.” • _ 

Away from major champi- 
onships, Montgomerie gives the 
impression he can pity with bis 
eyes shut, and yesterday almost 
did. His American tra ve ls ca ught 
up with him to the extent foathe 
got only two hours' sleep. 

The Soot watched some old 
movies but did not take a sleep- 
ing pflL “I had to get up at so 
o’clock. I would rather play with 
no sleep than fall adeetv he srid. 


GOtN&Fbm (Good t often in pheos). 

8TALL8: Smighs - stands side: treat- cemmreai- inside. 
DXAW ADVANTAGE; High from Sfio In. 

■ UBAeod, dgbt cotnsc, with a one «8e stnfeta- 

H Course to off At BBS (slffipasled from A66).R«kar saiion(Dw- 
lkniao-Satttium Une) 300yil ADMISSION: dob SI 2; Paddock 
SS (0*F» S350): Coome S2^Q (OAPs SJ -26). CAR PAML Fnw. 

■ LEADING TRAINEBSc Mrs M Bewdcr - 43 wins from 344 
mmas 8lmssucceH redo of 1 26K; J Gooden 18 front 69 (306%); 
MJobamtoa 17 bom 151 (1 1.3*}; J Bar? 16 Iram 
■LEADING JOCKBSS: KDwicy- 56 wins from e?0 rides #*=« 
sne(Mind>ar3S.44;JWener20ftuii 123(16^44), KFml- 
hm 20 from 135 (14J8W1; D«oa McSmwb Ifl from J 37 ( 11 .7%j. 

■ FAVOURITES: wins in 634 races t34.4W). 

BUNSEBHJ FUST TME; Spmtoh VmQcl (6.06% Modtoen WH- 
com (vtow, 7X6L 

WnntBBSMTBZ LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE UJNNBHS: Ssbtb (72S)snd Besscharep Uaa 
0W») seat 3 10 mieo by J Duricp bva ArrnM. W« Garnet; P«w 
(MatUeseo (&.40) sett 277 ndcs by G le«to Erm Hesdqr. Saiw- 


WE5TEROU£ NOVICE AUCTION fejjV 
STAKES (E) £4)025 2V0 5f tSSi£l 

X 51320 PWECOMCOBMXP3)ID)GLmto813 — PMEdriaiyX 

2 32 <JUMEBBS<39.Wnaer!yS5 IMoI 

3 ' 0 TOnMOUdSAimONdiofeiBI ICsMIS 

4 002131 BffiCHAOai QUEST B CT 8ftCI>rf83 — < , FMsa)ifl)40 

-Adactond- 

BETQHfi 44 fas Catacldancs, 7-2 QoBfcwtss, 7-1 BasctoMod Qsast, 
XlMIMtoH 


HERTEL SERVICES HANDfCAP f^rvl 
L™Ej (CLASS D) £%000 added lm 

1 511304 CASHH9K IADY (1*) PJ 1 1 EfG 5 9 10 0 Peer* 5 

2 006050 HOH RETURNS (G) M M 4 9 9 SFm*mc(S)U 

3 -00806 R0VALRESWI(USA)(ll«mT0Bamfi4 98-IC*TBl2 

4 011113 Dfi6PE£THC8E(20)(CDBRMW£aSat)y39TriutaaS 

5 MW LNKESSE {19) JoW Bony 3 9 5 HMtoU 

6 510560 BUUJVWM W **5J Ftonrs)en495 TEDorcaep) l 

7 121004 re»Cl£5C13) U Jo>reton395 DHotadB 

8 00336 «MetWO®eUim»*5Mlte^49 2_AC*wl2 

9 002003 3W WaiVgBCTW|OBDSrnlMfl85JMEdtoggB 

10 100231 0Rtt£U^ (CO) Emahasa 48 4 AnlMeri 

11 -03000 HGKSPSD(Q(D)5Keflteael583 PFwej-R)7B 

12 300500 RfSST ROBM (7) Ms ) (tonden 4 8 2 MDMtaeU 

13 240313 aN0WMMmg3ff(g)J88W4ai Jmwmk&a 

-33 Satiated - 

BE7TMC: M Doe Pm TM Ccs. 13-2 Spmtoh Vmflet, Oitolc, 7-1 Cmb- 
mam la*. Mdto, frXMptoa Farther, Swnqf Hanto, 10-1 OOun 


c"ok| RUNSWICKBtySBLUNG STAKES | <y/ y| 

l_Z_J (CLASS F) £3^00 lm 6f ISiiJ 

t 523241 CHNBfrCRU5WBt(14)(CD)M'&M Rm(ev6 9 10 

-S OJpp (5? 4 B 

2 4110-2 800 DHMB(USA)( 7 qtCI 8 mSKeQtoMESU 95 

s A Daisy 2 

3 50005 IW 0 HB)«sn»B»J(nWto 595 JOTMylB 

4 005043 F*esmETOB»AFW 8 Bon 490 Pfteey( 3 ) 3 V 

-4tfMtorad- 

BETItoe UrlO Good Mnd, 64 Ctorty Cnaader, M RMStoMaMo, 

12 -L Ktodred (frasttoe 


LCtaniodti 


j-77^ BOLUNGBt (AMATEURS) IfCAP fetry 
1 . - 1 (CLASS F) £3^00 added lm 3f LSiU 

1 06361 fiWWBOqNMU.(t2IJG«toi6120 

Nr C Reason (4) XV 

2 603261 WJQJSOW (1G) 5 G**s 6 11 5 JlrTHcCattiy S 

3 00-106 ERNAES«M'(107)(qUsMRneey811)13 

- — Mr NE Jones (4} 3 

4 35342 0 (MKWMteOte Cm OT MS tferaftn 3 Um 

MrSSwfen 4 V 

5 030422 EK«BRfft8)WOTMsM»a«y81D13 

JArTCoraatarl (4) 2 

rSdtctorad- 

BETTtfS: 2-1 F*ri&cn HK, 5^ Aufioao, 7-2 IUM MUcmw. 6-1 
Esmtofse^ 13-2 Bnafctoa Way 


('TQC l WHfTBV STOKES (CLASS 
£4550 added 2YP 7f 

1 ■ Ul BEnR0Nt39HWHHamBi91-,— --PDothACna. 

3 66 CSOSByDOH (4fl) EWsyraesBU 1 Carol 4 

3 . 4 P«J4ETTQa«t2S)MSa»l®811 

4 0? f*4BWC2?jarkjr8H— 

5 0 &NCHp6)TDBBnnn86 LCbamodtl 

-fittoSarerf- '7 

BEIlMto 54RUI. 7-4 Patomttn Bay. MBattroo. 1618todCi3-lCm»-. 

by Don _ -**7" 

noTiel VORKSHIRETYNE TEES TV HANWCAPj 
\2r^\ (CLASS E) £4j025 3Ytylm 5f J 

1 411663 SCARROTSC13»SCV«am8.97. KDtotafXO«, 

2 00044 BEM1CHW U0N (13J J Dlrtcp 93 BCfrtorXL 

3 502301 WEUfiORE Nl (10) J OltoAy 9 0 tCTRetoyS 

4 0342 SWU4G(29ASto«n813 JCnaQ/ 

5 163646 10VE IE DO {USA] (6) M Johnson 8 12 DHoRaodS, 

6 -12334 OKIEM8£RM87 (10) P lUsian 8 13 Pf&NNbOV- 

7 011430 4URaiAN(U)B^MWai0 MFcabslL 

8 245321 KS4S4NE(20}MUAer84 R Street 7 

9 -65665 OQETTS VKAA (8) Mis M Rwday 8 3 V 1 * — T" 

10 544018 MASOtMA (10) <C) &rtcn hasag 1 MaDMdsr4 l 

11 05003 DUlASBMf(lflMWEa*«»7ll._ ..___J)N b Btabn 8 

12 -0K06 EUROMC WMJS0NG (6) M VKaie 7 10 LOmoockl - 


13 00000 WCMUE (73) J W PayiB> 10-„ Pftrnqm. 

- 13 dedrnwJ - ' 

MM imt TtflQft. 7«ug»Bi8to:firoSBliVWniaong7tt88ilteM>6gKII>« 
BEnwo^ S-ltoMKhamp Uan, 11* KNpMm. B-iSeareto. 7-1 SHR 
8-1 Arnnfan, IMas Bay. 12-1 WsRcmne Ian, Lo*a Ma Do. 14-lnOan 




HYPERION 

5^0 Clear View 5A5 Fritton 6J5 King Sound 
&45 Fafaris 715 Thertiea 745 Kriatal Bridge 


50 PWT WaanSOTTJonaaB - N CaWail 

0 BWSROCKWE(a6)RBraO»»i86 R Plica 3 

20422 ROSEWOOD U»r(S7}K 8 6 .GDrfMMV 


13 462604 SBBUnsE(B)U UsherS 6 II 


a stroke, this rouod was 




different 

“There were probably 1U 
shots that came off exactly how 
1 wanted and visualised,” the 30- 
year-old said. “It was almost 
better than sear today. Don't tell 
my girlfriend." 

Johansson can confirm a sec- 
ond Ryder Cup appearance to- 
morrow, and Rocca, who is 


lilUilW*-, **“*■* ” — r 

sharing third place three strokes 

back, a third. The Italian will not 

take anything for granted. Last 

week at the US PGA, Rocca was 
two under for the first two days 
and 15 over for the weekeod- 
Hoping to do foe reverse wul 

be Jose Maria Olazabal, who only 

C nade the cut at two under. 

to his word, Ballesteros has 


every feirway and evoy green. _ 

gave myself IS opportu n it ie s," he 
said. However, making only ooe 
putt bn foe first four greens set 

foe tone for foe day. 

“When you are tired ifs the 
concentration on focus ing the 
putts that is difficult," he said, 
nfou get dizzy over the baEL” He 
took to his bed in the afternoon 

for trike city the second of a run 
of 10 consecutive events, with the 


GOING: Good. 

STALLS: inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High best for 61 & lm 1 //. 

i ngnre<*«igbt rouse. Lewi, wttistaip toms, and tong straw®. 

Come to north of tom on A30B near janakm 6 of M 4 . Rail, 
way stadoct ax Wtadsor Cerarel (service fitim Lorekcu Padding. 
KmJ audWlmtoorRirasiile {service hra London, Waterloo) are 
lesaiten 1 mQe away. tUver bos slope at awrae. ADMISSION: 
ClofcSIft •ftoemfc M; SU«w RtogJM. CUMB: Oabi^.-rt- 
minds' SL 50 or SI. 

■ IJGADtNG TBAINEBS: SBunog -41 w]nsfram2C0nm- 
aeregtmasacceasrazloDf 15.8%; B Cecfl 11 from 35(31.4*): 
U Bern Ji from 49 (SS-4%); P CdJ« H fran 87 (Ii6"b). 

■ LEADING JOCKETB:PW Bdd«y- 45 wins from 218 rtdea 
raoe^t: L Denari 31 bore 140 (22.1WV. J BeW 39 tram 170 
(17.19b); TQoInn 21 bvm 170(12.4*). 

■ FAVOUBITES: 137 wtas In 434 races (31^9b). 

BUNKERED FUST TOCBr Qear View (6T»X W ay totreao 
(&20), Bosawosd Lady (vtacar. Saoj, SJptrfa* Soda (vtaor. frjto). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN OATS: None. 
LONG-DOrANOS RtTNNBR* Ca ri aw ma (&ASX Gfrajmee'e 
Aram (5^5) and Cats Bottom (7.45) have been seat 186 mbs fry 
ANHrawribe&owH>aaafr«*JPe<m. 


34 0505 SHUS SOM (4ft tar* 6 £Ca*tfyp)7y 

15 600 WMfllJCOMOflO) f4esBSerde«86 AM4ai(3)2B 

-iSMMal- 

BCtttW6:4-llta4«ra Pa rh ri n o,9^IRn»aa<ioiiLa^.S-lS»«itPri>to,g. 
1 Jayfraa She; 8-2 Ctaar Vlam, 7ZW Hotty Uttj, 10-1 otteea 


WWTER HRJL STOKES (GROUP J'cuVI 
3) (CLASS A) £3Qp00 lm 2f 1 

MRS 

X 513-31 #S«SI»WU5(teCT&^bnSuca59a-LDBltol3VflB 

2 4G343 EVOnaPpaSMTan^ersAgo JReUXUG 

3 21623 tarns (Ml B ratify 38 6 «Ms4135 

4 2-1414 aWMS{3BJft f*p3 86 ROocfrnw2105 

BEUBIfc US* fiatoto, R.1 tow HlraHto, 9-4 Emm Toj», ifr-i Ghaiaaa. 


EBF MEDIAN AUCTION MADEN STOKES 
(CLASS E) £4/325 added 2YO Gf 


tOBBtt A Tumel 9 0 ^.JINWll 

080 BWESHUXM(70)Rrartoi9 0 -W J (rCcanor 12 B 

rauLSEma9Btrjwms90 aanaranr 

60 RRm»ca)MTan«ns90 DBCplfi 

00 HOLfWNE [171 D lxder 9 0 BCWtome* 

JOUTHIdU (TSfrea 9 0 FJoAw{7)10 

HinsnsrwHa^ido m***3 

TMEM«CS(UlEWatosneni90^ P P atorpby (33 9 

nfflDC0USMM>toan^as90 A CM IS 

0 acewu Haynes 90 JI Coretoty f7] 6 

5 «B*S(17JBWr«89 D8HWMr«B 

60 BEUE DE NUT (U) B Heenan 8 9 UTaMWtl 

CMM«KC«M69 IIMWI 

OiRUSNflAANtMrarfre8 9 D Crime (3) 13 

so CHmwrsNnAm4NaRinn69.»_.aRiH2 

NE5MA M Meade 8 9 F Raton 1* 


17 l'e I E8HAM RATED HANDICAP I CtfV l 
Lf~J (CLASS qo?25 added lm 67yds l° nT 

1 S3 400 WEST HUOLEfBB) Mss SSni^rs 497 «OM2 

2 XJ621- OUaiPMXER {1701(0) HOedl 49 3 KMtonS 

3 34522 flRMWT HBSTABE (IflJ CO) O Loir 492 AOettMS 

4 -03305 P0U0ltt(«Q(D)PMaMn4 9O NOoctomX 

5 OQOB12 lW»W«H<7«tm4 812 SS«tore3B 

6 22001 MFH4BET (19) (CO) M Stouie 3 B 11 ]Md7 

7 lOQ 9CBt POUT (SB) P Cdt: 3 8 9 _AMcOomS 

S 212224 T1CRHE4(10) (Df ®F) B R Mtnar 489 4mnhai[S4 

9 O-lfiOQ AUMRtCOVtRO^WPHaaeffSBg SMlfl 

10 3112 WS»MlSnMEP4)(Ca)EDftap388 W Ryan 6 

U 00504 ADMRALS FUME pTJ (CO) CWaieB7 GDdRWQU 

-lldodBred- 

MWmum aa©a: 8sr Tto. Th« ftantfeap *e&t AtM Hmto fist 50. 
KHtoft 8-x WMtoESinoak 114 EMgkt Heritage, fr-lJUpfatet. 133 Bee 
Pm)m, VaRa, TtortMa^U Peama, 10-1 eewra 


“ °2^ MW«U WM»ainB389 8HW1A 

13 064063 NOEPR0B (11) 8^8 R Hedges? 88 PPItoWiyC3)8 

14 00001 PBWamuaftJtoftrtffBB _ - ' 

15 622000 FWCK DCSKNUD) PMtfrf«84___Ato«eCwh{Q 

^ SDimmS 

Rrtn Mhm.l 

18 OflWM aaB?tuqPHayral4 711 Jf Hafliy.0)l3J 

-lanedwd- "rr 

Bn ^ ^. t T?^ 7 ' 1Q> *^ t, W*^S-lSaw«cRffa,1Wi8Bg-. 

aro.U m wriifri i , IQ-1 Kristal B Mg*. Scariat DwcartfSto 

Deden 0T DMH Cato Bottom, 13-1 etoere 


Ryder Cup in week seven. 

Annika Sorenstam smiled 
with a windswept Oste rakers 
course in Stoddywm to oon^I^ 
a second round of <57 in the Com- 
paq Open. It left Sorenstam a 
fair-times winner on rite LPGA 
l&ur this year, at 10 under par 

on 134. force strokes dear of the 
Wnru-ti T ro w s 


• Ofll GREAT CHAKTBISBL1JNG STAKES (CLASS 
SS£| f) £3^00 added 2YD Sf 

o CBPCvamiS(tyMORn»8u — atorMitt 

0030 OEAHWWtajBtoWWSll — N Watt! 158 

604SO WENOBBTiaBBrWMtoMSejgBBll, NMmI 

334530 CMlRMH(3)M8Bnud8S D*aaa^W13 

05 HRST BEAMS 00*86—- JFM*« 

04 mrmsHZ OBOOM mu Maaon aa nag*; 

0824 jyoBKSWfflOTOTM7«N*ms86-^-- ; -J)aijtol 
BOO JU0WW*aWTi*nerB6 S<tonoo(7J10 

a iwflioirsperOTatWtoiBa — « jpinaipi4 


BEnWtt lMHo)yWM,8.1Btai9ado« > WBqa. Brito daNrit, CarieMa, 
UH TRW Canto, 14-1 4c»diay, toato Sr— t. W HiBitreta , Panto. 
tob a n to. Cw toa anto, Unto. 1*-1 mfrare 


HA REFIELD CONDITIONS f caM 
[AKXJJ STOKES (CLASS q £3^50 added 
lm3f 135yds 

1 434Q3 OIPTWN MOtoORS (96) (D) J CXrtcp 89 i-.-jR CBttoaaa Z 

2 244-2S WMto(Bl)RH«ra5fil — llaMatl 

3 2321 K«I*S» (71) Saesd On Stauor 388 /Rtodl 

4 41334 KK6 800MD (2E) J Gosdoi 3 8 5 UMW« 

-4dadMd- 

BEIfrMt mi Htotana, M Captain Hanflto, 31 Kb« Sanad, 10-1 Hfrn 


3 434103 

4 0-3356 

5 130015 

6 Q264Q6 

7 ODISI 

8 431502 

8 00U563 

10 02300 

11 Q2E042 


BAILEYS ORIGINAL FILUES I'ci/vl 
HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4300 
added lm 67yds 

UTB1W (18} J Gcedai 3 9 ID LDoRoUQ 

WSWL BRtME( iqPnam53910 AlM«iar(m« 

S CMLET C WSCBtrOTCUPVtohyi 3 9 ID JtCadMtolO 
BUBN NBM Wr {24} M Totybns 398 H «» w n 

»«»»« (17) m I Culnan 4 9 5 .-..D ffDoaotoia P? 18 

WM0SA (57) 68 5 0 W 4 9 4 Daw tniuR IB 

SMOCW«{MKnnbler493 SSimtoreA 

SSMjj ^ MWPOtoriGa J RaW 13 

WRBSWEPI (12) D Ptantti Daas 4 8 30 M fatten 12 

PBISHr0FDwW(lgW|g)EW«to5Ba>_SCwmp)7 


■ 

■ Richard Quinn, who broke'his left wrist .fmau— 
Brighton on 15 Jufy, will return to race-ridqg restiRe^. 
end after X-rays yesterday revealed that theboae b 
mended satisfactorily. Quinn visited his spefoflisr L-, 
Michael Fby to have the plaster removed anJ 
mg an examination Dr Fqy gave the Sco tsriafa the frfl 
dear. “Everything is OK. and Richard win be hask'raofr' 3 . 
^ei^rne«l^orSatintlty,”ttejocfa^agent(: 
Iwbert rarsons, said. “I would thinlr be wQljtart rid ~ 
mg out on Monday. Richard wfll be coming bade i 
en to 10 days earlier than originally thougfaeHe 
had 51 winners on the turf and there are 80 dswsi 
soawtnDeradaycoukl see him with 130wbkfifeouldn’t, 

w too bad. Paul Cole has some gpodtwo^tiaF^ds and 

Richard is looking forward to riding them* r * 


■ The Derby winner. Benny The Dip, arxJhfiS year’s 

S i Us f r « wmner ’ ^ anlou ' wfllbe among those on view 

wen John Gosden throws open the doors of Stanley? 1 
c-°iuf Public tomorrow. Admisaott h 

fc> for aduhs, £250 for children -and iwaicmers.'The'- 1 
proceeds go to Racing Welfare and thetobleswfflhe I 
open from 10am to 1pm. . • : 


telegraph novice hurdle 

r» (CLftSS D > ^yOOO added 201 13D?* 

W- aameiMOJAHaitoTioia. .. . . - 



W-»3 

03 7Z- CWUttNW4Dfff78}CKCSWti8102 PtocUotfRn 

2U0B PLUWWniHSns>BCw7100— NrPGw 


UMrniPtgctftt 7/wtonriEw«mV r reamr£}qtor9tt9eb 
BEnWca-lftortCadU. 34 W» too*, 4-lSommr VRto. DmnTtwYart, 
MDtttolMh IS-l «totomn Etelrt 


4 1S3PO OWW»BOKm»ffOT8JUto^joU5-JlDQl*to 

5 1U-23 mjKHWE(nUsUbat>4U5 MrEWBniB 

8 wni- S»iHA«H0«UBqjO3»a 1 11 b_ J*a»M fcaora, pj 

wrmift 841 Btttwy ttw, 74 SUtoto^ Otoe, U.2 hum. Cfli. , , 

q* mm PT. 25-1 Eari emy.lraS^wMilwr^ ^ 71 


0?005 ' ww waism j ag y 

ram llhr. r>>. "ij iffi* * 


mmmm 


^raniBrigM; jQa, riwtatoSteite-wteiii 


\yejb t> mS£> 




ji»sr 5 










(Vj> . -> — ' 


THE INDEPENDENT » SATURDAY 23 ATTfllTRT 3997 


Pentad to whet Dettori’s appetite 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

After three days at York, and in 
particular a Nunthorpe Stakes 
which provided enough drama 
for an entire month of meetings, 
it is hardly surprising that decent 
horses are thin ontbe ground at 
Goodwood today. 

- Just four wiS go to post for tbe 
Celebration Mile, forcing those 
who prefer quality to pin-stick- 
ing fo big fields ofhandicappers 
to look abroad for an interest, 
notably to the Prix Moray, one 
of France's most significant ju- 
venile events, at Deauville 
tomorrow. Allied Forces, xnean- 
j f(5we, will represent the Britisb- 
; based end of the Godolphin 
\ organisation in the Arlington 
1 MHlionin Chicago, with Hankie 
| Dettori in the saddle. 

| ■ It wiD be a busy weekend for 
j the Italian, who fits in his trip to 
: the United States while also at- 
: tempting to haul hrmeelf past 
i Kieren FaOon in the race for the 
• jockeys' championship. The 


head-tthhead between the two - 
Pat Eddery, the third challenger, 
is riding in Ftance - wiD be an 
added attraction for the Sussex 
crowd. Only Dettori has azide 
in the Celebration Mfle, howev- 
er, in which, he and Cape Cross 
must try to overcome a white-hot 
favourite in Among Men. 

Among Men was beaten for 
the first tone in bis four-race ca- 
reer over this coarse and dis- 
tance last time, but as the event 
in question was the Sussex 
Stakes his performance hardly 
counts as a desperate failure for 
one with do previous experience 
at Group One leveL 

But only the foolhardy will 
stride into Goodwood’s bet- 
ting ring to have a lumpy bet on 
the favourite since Michael 
Stoute’s runner did not appear 
entirely at home on the down- 
land gradients that day. That is 
reason enough to leave him 
alone at cramped odds. Dettori 
is not without a chance on 
Cape Cross, who is a course win- 
ner, but for betting purposes this 
race makes little appeal 


In terms of prestige, the 
main supporting race is the 
March Stakes, which in theory 
at least is a St Leger trial. 
Thanks to the BBC, punters 
now have a new theory as to 
how it acquired its name: you 
will have to march down to the 
local betting shop if you want 
to see it live. Quite why the 
broadcasters are unable to rov- 
er arace at Z15 cm Saturday af- 
ternoon -they manage to do so, 
after all, most weekends of tbe 
year - is anyone's guess, not 


l<»awhra it is sponsored by an- 
other aim of their organisation, 
Radio Five. 

Tins year the loss is tolerable 
with anoth er small field - and 
only two, P&lfo Sky and Book At 
Bedtime, are entered in tbe 
Doncaster Classic. Any of the 
five runners could conceivably 
win, but ftntad (215) should get 
Dettori’s day off to an ideal Start 

More interesting for backers 
are the two televised handicaps, 
and here the honours may be 
shared between FfeDon and Det- 


Cruel Jibe for Fallon 


Ashraakat had her price cut to 
as kw as 16-1 for the 1,000 
Guineas after denting the repu- 
tation of HemyOxaTshi^fiy rat- 
ed Jibe at Nemnaricety^aday. 

Ashraakat, by Danzig out of 
EUe Seale, dam of the Irish 
1,000 Guineas winner Meht- 
haaf, made most to win by one 

and three-quarter len g ths. T nhn 

Dunlop’s fiDy, 16-1 with Coral 
and Ladbrokes, is 20-1 with 


William H3L Jibe, who had drift- 
ed from odds-on, trailed in 
fourth on her debut, with hex rid- 
er KkrenFaBcaisocai doubly out 
of hick. fuUon passed up the ride 
on Mi dnigh t line, winner of the 
Prestige Stakes at Goodwood 
yesterday, to partner Jibe. 

Fantasy Island, a debut win- 
ner at Newmarket, is now 20-1 
with Ladbrokes for the 2,000 
Guineas. Hills have him at 25-1. 


tori. Dancing Image will sure- 
ly start favourite for the Crcw^ 
son . Rated Handicap, and 
deserves to do so after a smooth 
win over course and distance 
three weeks ago. 

However, that contest was 
not a handicap and today’s op- 
position looks far more de- 
manding. In particular KING 
OF PERU (nap 2.45), another 
with excellent winning form at 
the track, will offer vahie after 
an escefiem run in the Stewards’ 
Cup. He should do even better 
today with an extra furlong to 
travel and another who ran well 
in the same race, Faraway Lass 
(next best 3.15), appeals to 
have the sprint handicap at her 
mercy. 

Dettori might have expected 
to partner Desert Prince, the 
sole British-trained runner m to- 
morrow’s firix Moray, if he was 
not going to be in America. In- 
stead, it is Fallon who will at- 
tempt to give David Loder his 
second successive win in the 
Group One race, a mission in 
which he may well succeed giv- 


en Desert Prince’s excellent 
second place in the Coventry 
Stakes at Royal AscoL 
Heeremandi (John Reid) will 

represent Aidan O’Brien m die 
same race, but die favourite will 
surely be Andrd Fibre's Xaar. 
Classic CScfae, Chief Contende r ,' 
Orchestra Stall and Persian 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Double Bounce 
(Goodwood 345) 

NB: Orsay 
(Newmarket 3u4Cf) 

Punch represent Britain in foe 

Group ’ Bro Prir Kergpriay. 

In Chicago, Allied Forces is 
an 8-1 chance with the local 
bookmakers to beat eight rivals, 
with Sandpit, who was the beat- 
en favourite m Che same race 12 
mouths ago, likely to head the 
market again at around 5-2. 
Dettori wifi also partner Always 
Loyal, etiquette Head's Reach 
1,000 Guineas winner, in the 
Beverley D Stakes on the same 
card. 


goodwood 

RESTRUCTURE has been 
flew tba season to recapture the 
Smart fam he showed a a four- . 
year-old, but indicated a return to 

hs best wfflinnmneor when second, 

only a neck behind Decorated 

HesOjJpver 7f at Newbury last 

rime. This fa foe nrinhnmn trip for 
Julie Cecil's naroer but be is hand- 
ily drawn for Michael Roberts to be 
prominent from the start. 

□CD 

34& High-dnsvra runners fre- 
quently have an edge in tig-field 
prints here, though that was not the 
case in tbe Stewards’ Cup here 

th ree wee k s ago. On forir good tuns 
in that event, Fbrrray Lass and 
Og£ have very strong claims here 
and look best of the low numbers. 
There wffl be plenty of pace on tlw 


sport 

HYPERION’S)] 


for side, however, and 20-1 avail- 
able for MISTER JOLSON ap- 
peals. Ron Hodges has been 

coaxing this eight-year-old back to 

feast this summer. 

OQQ 

&5& Before Polar Prince ran Iasi 

fim *- bis trainer advised hackers of 

this highly strung four-year-old to 
waft until foe last moment. Only if 
be says cabn would be be any threat 
to the dassy AMONG MEN. 



HYPERION' 

2JL5 Book At Bedtime 4J20fert 

2AS RESTRUCTURE (nap) 4£0 Confronts* 

J.3LL5 Mister Jotson 5^5 Oberorfs Mtetnrf 

t3JiO Among Men 

GOING; Good W fTruL 

8TAIXS: Straight comae ** sends sMe; nxmd course - Inside (except UMI - onttade). 
DEAW ADVANTAGE: High best for 7f» IOC 

■ UgtUrimd comae with sharp beads and grvflaata. 

■Track la north of CMchester between A2804A266. Ctdebetaa- mil station (UmdonVfc. 
tola) is 45 mflea away. ADMISSION: Odumd Bnetcaure 616, Gorton Enclosure £1 0 
(Ov«r40al&), Public Etadanre &6 (ova- 66s £3). CAK PARK: £2; tree parting srailabte- 

■ LEADING TRAINEES: B Hnaoa - 36 wtas Bum 303 nomas ghee a success taUo 
of DJK; P Cote - 28 from 134 (208%); J Gooden - 24 from 127 (lfliJ%): M Stoma - 
23 from B4 (24-6%). 

■ UBADINGJOCZBI&TQalmi -46 wins firm 281 rides gives sasooeas ratio oT)6%C 
FttEdrtaff-43 from 222 (19.4%); JDdd-38 from 284 (14A%);LDctt«l-a& from 
198 (17.7%). 

■ FATOOKTEB: 192 vim la 680 races (39%). 

BUNKOED FIRST TDI&DoeUeBamce (JUG), Art lad (tear, 3. 1 6), Art (visor, 420). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Wlllaw Dale (3.16) won at Newton Abbot or tet- 
nrd^r Weatbridge Lad (4J20) won « Brighten an Ssnnriiy. . 

LON&-DHIANCB KONNEBS: TBar (3.16) sent 282 miles by M JaMn &wn MttBdwm, 
N Yarte; Balds <2-46) so* 273 m tee tj lira L Smfata from Honan Ou ray, N Yorks; Gadga 
(3.15) A Wctetridgc tad (4J0J sent 211 rates Iff A Biflq from Lkrie Budworth. Qaahtre- 

r^fcl SPORT ON 5 MARCH STAKES (CLASS A) £20000 added 3*0 
lm 6f Penalty Value £12076 

1 1-1125 nUDSXYp9(IEIW9J0ii*|>8U NJltaiZ 

2 412 KMW(USA)pq(KJfeUri4RChnBonBU LDM1 

3 031323 B0flKar8EDmE6Q(DJ(RUQBa4CQaer86 lUtotarts 4 

4 003311 PBMCEnTumznp)(SeinenOow«CC|raf88 JHhI 

-42124 1WHnriWKre)(Ca>0ta^ltx9SuOJ[Xi*)q88 SIMMS 

— S diet— d— 

1 BETTMS: 13-8 Palo Sky, S-4 Prated, 4-1 Book At BadBrae, 6-1 Thoraby Frafc S-l Prfacess Topaz. 
199& 9rafl MM3 8 11 LOeBnt U-4 to S hn Srnxxt <kwin (4) 7 on 
FORM CUBE 

BOOR AT BBNME Is a toutfiflff and she this renin her stride, ewnthou#! it comes only 
tan days after her fak third to Ktatana In the dartres States. She finished 11 lengths off 
the winner idler leering, but was clear of the taunh and weent g«r» too hart a time once 
her wkmfcig chance had ripped. She had previously been second n a Ooup TV® race wer 
15 Itetonj? at Maiaons-IaflitlB when the guund was soft art she was also pfacad in the 
Quwn'3 Vase. Patept »e Sttegv Is a poMtfty fcr her. tut h Die meenwne she may 
prow too strong lor PaSoSqr and WrateA PalloSytfld not gatlhe best of runs when fifth 
in the Gordon States here, tut aos already In trouble when hampered. He has been l&Nfcr 
mote tfu season ittwjgh Mb vein attempt id catch rangrtsher Ml in soft gound at Bor- 
el tocot (Nng Bfratf vn Slates) probably mok a bit out of lam. He ann a couute of smart- 
Bald cqndwn g rawnta In the spring but dfcf not handle the Epsom descent too welMdr the 
second of those vfts. Fteitad ms me one ® mate a race of R with ConanSn m a 12-fi*-- 
kxig contttxm states at Nemwtet lea month, hefrtng gaduetad «a Newtxsy and Beth 
maidens. He Is dfflcult B> assess a thta aa^. but seems id sty «ea Ow Is by Quest For 
Fame) despite bang a heV-brother id two atei. Ihornlqr Pa* is preferred to the blos- 
eoming PMaooaa Topaz, tehaugi both have a bit to Ooatthe uratghts. 

Sataeion: BOOK XT BEDTIME 


FIRST SHOW 


fOAKl CROWSON RATS) HAMNCAP (CLASS B) £L5jOOO 

added 7f Penalty Value £3^577 ****** 

ROMS 

1 -00032 HESIBUCHJRE (365 dtetfri Uj«J (As J CSd 5 9 7 KMertslllOa 

2 220130 TUUBIBlESiaD(£nm(M)tMallWre4BMBtfai495JIMMtlBlM 

3 2D- W0 SMSS UW (S7) (Q (Mdmun fl tetant J OxdBi 3 9 0 LMSMU100 

4 500638 CM4mCOr(21}(8Mnattyti0BGMy3811 RCOdswS 107 

5 400466 CTiaaFPQ«](21)(CD)Otete0BMcCtoBNUmrxx]en481D K MM3 108 

6 066200 CHKXW«aua4(ti9teffwMctrAcaon4eM«689 SDrarawlDlOO 

7 2-2463. BMCWQMWe(a)(CUMSecniarahifftelBddh|48S-^JIJWMra 4108 

8 003030 IWiXW0OFUMBI(23)EO(D Hcwsrl-SpirSl RHamcn488 C Indter (51 S 101 

9 -23184 8MlMHTRB>(lSm(MsMJGea&)PHadpr487 SMMd6 £0 

10 02440 n»B«WU{14(tern(^nd])KCUtr687 M»JactaM(7)7105 

U 253216 CHDIirm9l9f)(BMa834)IMMGLMin«5B7 £M4Montt2204 

12 202430 RMQS(B)(D){PGShorad0ktaLSBjtts787 DmOMI 96 

13 11-240 CKnUVWm(4KMraon)ll(nctd384 ; I Odra 13 107 

-9MHB> 

BMnm 6B 7fr M 2hl The tandfcep Mtfc OMt M M Sb, Tap Brane 8st 4^ 

omfraaMfeTRire. 

BETTWCe 1X4 PThg Hneg^ M toteran, M K»W tera. 7-1 SMtraUw.lOaTMte- 
nad IWfo, 1»1 MM Bid, U-l WHnod homc, 3M CMdntete, Oratea Or, 20-1 itte 
1B96: Mi 4 8 7 W Cm 15-2 fl AnratRnd ten (9 8 an 
FORM CUBE 

The nut be « doubt about WHwood Honor over ttls nip, while Mm Lav had appeared 
to taping the ng* way untl a shade dnpfXNntngh the Bilianni States st Rojai Ascot, 
Bdratadfrfrhen carrying 9a6B) In thrt tough haftfcapi The break may hra ra done mm gMd, 
but U8MCWC H WE could upataga that haw, along wHh tl i auurti i u and hira Maraaad 
radgs. over a coune and dbtance that suits. Dancing Image ahiced up from shrwals In a 
conMona ewnt here three weata ago and. arthougt he Is toad with e much mjtfiar tart 
on paper, he does appeal as the type to Improve Aether end it s eams that seven Antangs 
suits Mm ewy t*t as much » a mBe, owr which tnp he wee towth in the Rojol Hunt Cup. 
Rasbuctue has had five sreeks to frozen up since Bristag a neck second to Decorated 
Haro (Soup Three t wi ner s i nce) In a condMons event at Newbury when atx lengths dear of 
the mw. Restructure has found the going tou£i in &oup tsmpeny this term end could be 
coming rtfot. but ha raw Just lack the pma to capHaHrat over this hip. TutrMtwwJ RWgs 
maneged orfy oigvh tenio Decorated Haro in the lAeigarfcn]. but And this more tn 
Ns Hhng. Ha ell sffli hew to wok uidar 9st 5b. but loch the Bimbuy Cup by a threeJength 
margn. vihltfi raprasar c a dasw effort Satectfoa; DBNCM6 MAGE 


LADBROKE RAONG SPRVfT HANDICAP (CtASS O ESSE] 
£2QflOQ added Gf Penalty Value £15,045 9&3SM 

Bomn ROSE (7) <n C BaleyAH m U BteUrad 59 12— D Sraaw (a) 14 B 98 

OGGI (21) ECU) (9|Bie Raog ltd Pfct*n 698 RCodMs396 

CUNSnMCr{29fBmnatelC3daaMJIM*p397 M JNhds 7 iQl 

SOMnEFn(7)(COMEAite<ea»iyBadey795 ODulM1798 

mooses (13) (Cti IB Bug WMUV495 IDSMBi (3)689 

FWSttYLASS (29 (0] (I (tea) lord HirPnglon 4 9 5 LMtartl96 

WX»tkJS^ps)TO04B4G3mSPthiJhj83 4 S Draws ID BB 

00ISLE BtMCE CW) ID) 9*S P Scffl-CXm! P Mate 794 MUM 11892 

GAUGE (7) (C) P) (J B Mere) A Rdey 6 9 4 C looiter (5) 2 92 

WUM DAt£ (2) (MdBN Jedeon BKnosaxA Lxl) DSaro4i492 — XFMceSHX 
G0UBIPaUD(U5A)(7)miAPGten)G9K*iar590 — IWkteaa (7) 18 B S9 


1 010114 

2 101445 

3 1-6602 

4 mil in 

5 -05GQ2 

6 1-0414 

7 223420 

8 -60006 

9 153520 

10 342601 

11 644515 

12 514532 

13 401210 

14 160510 

15 605033 
IB 5031Q1 

17 315042 

18 000002 


ram{4) (D)(Bf)0*sCRct*Horj MJcfnatn590 

M EXniU GU) (C8) (K H&on) G l Mote 7 9 0 

sre«3ES(7)rani»&ottiw»xcjp>i»«88ia 

MSIIR JOLSON pffl (D) (Bob F*wme) R M<Z^*88 7 

W«U2)W®rategiGuanflngLifl)Rroam485 

LBCEUB3 (8) (CQ GAHph U9 M Oration 3 8 4 

UXB) 0UWB) 09 (D) m Mas V R Janas W Jane 7 8 4_ 


Goodwood- Z45 


anew 4-1 92 4-1 51 

IWFte M S-l 51 5-1 


141 141 0-1 14-1 
12-1 12-1 If M. 11-1 
IM 141 1M m 
161 12-1 181 0-1 


&Ji «« a «erar te at& ptees 1 Z 3 
C-CBA H-MtaHAl-ledboteiT-l* 


The Tote also bet on the Nawa ra fc e t 

3.40: 9-2 Derapour. 5-1 Hafr, 8-1 SBw 
Groom, 9-1 Mersey Beet, 10-1 Another 
jBme, Orsay. 12-1 King Of Tunes, Labeq, 
■4-1 Ihttyatl. 16-1 Ormnutiw, TraceeWI- 
Ay. Waflr, 20-1 Gift Token. Lombarto, Se- 
cret Aiy. 33-1 Tone For Action 


Goodwood— 3JS 



141 1*1 
14-1 12-1 
141 16-1 
141 1M. 
181 2M. 
IB-1 181 
281 281 
281 181 
30-1 20-1 
251 281 
281 381 


11- i at 
141 12-1 
141 12-1 
141 12-1 

12- 1 11-1 
181 181 
181 181 
181 281 
281 281 
281 281 
281 181 
281 281 
281 281 


Sorter 381 33-1 381 481 

Jratlral 481 681 481 381 

&d)wqia?«r»ecd&pbcesl 2,14 
C-0jbL H -WmW L-lrtMes.T-1* 


RACING RESULTS 


GOODWOOD 

2^10: LLOnSJf HEART CJFtekO 12-1:2. 
Rkenfo 8-13 fav; 3. MWe etj r 82. 6 raa. 
5, 3. (D Bsmith, WnaonmbeJ.TBte; £U.6Ck 
£A10. £1.10. Dual Forecast £Altt Com- 
putBr Sualgit Forecast £1 Sj00- 

2.40: 1. MD4GAAB (S Mncfl 9-1; 2- ^ 
gate Srrift 9-1; 3. Herr ‘M0BT 100-30 tw. 
B ran. sn hd. 3 . 0 Goteen, NbmihMJ. Itote: 
Oa2Cf. £3.20. £390. £1-60. DF: £7080. 
CSF: £74,58. Tricesc £294^7. 

3- 10: l. UDMCHT IME fft R)m) 11-2; 
2. ASwuaent 7-fc A BMa 54 fat. 0 
nm. n hd. iy^ (H Geci. NenmariieO. Totae 
£050; £2-50 £3.10. DR £2330. CSR 
£37Afl. 

040: i. SWEET CONTRALTO (FW Bktej) 
4-1 Jt tav: 2. Al AoMr 12-1; 3. DnnM 10- 
1. 9 ran. 4-1 A bv KaM lVs sh hd. (D Lodar, 
Newmarket)- Tote: £5.10; £2-00, £3-10, 
£2.60. OF: £4930. CSR £4732. Trtcasc 
m! , £40630 TWa £32730. 

Ml 4-lSs 1. FBtST DANCE tfst Eddetyl 4-5 
terr. 2. Poettn 9*2: 8- Btamey Pack 15-2. 
Bran, sh hA 10. 19 Hatran, East BedeWU. 
Toto: £1.00; £1-10, £2.00, £L 70 DR £440. 
CSF:£4.0& 

4- 45: 3L SHUODH7 (F lynch) 13-2; 2. 
Storm FTOmthe bet 81; 3. Hooey Storm 
81. 7 ran. 4-6 Gw Torrent ten. r*. 2. (W 
HaffiK, Newmartet). Tote: £930; £2.70. 
£230 DF: £3330 CSR £38^3- 
Jadrant: £122,01830 (port won, pod of 
£12030037 to Goodwood today). 
Wcep ofc £24430. Qeadpot: £6070. 
Pfam 6: £43130. Piece & £29436. 

NEWMARKET 

23fcl.ASHRAAK«tMJWrene)85fc»; 
2.Shtmul 10-1; S- Vfrtuou* 25-3- 11 ran. 
lVs 2- 0 Durtop. Arundel). Tatar. £230; 
£1.10. £1.70. £430 DR £5.90 CSR 
£1137. Tna £23.40. 


Suisse 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


LWE COMf.TEHT ftRIESl 

T'i ' .T17T 
, M 

aDJHil'Q** 

ALL COUIJ'.i > lit s i ■ i !■> 

0891 261 970 


235S 1. FANTASY ISLAND (L Danort) 4 
9 tav, 2. Air Attedra 50-1) 3- Wiod Ueatato 
10-1. 9 ran- 37s (Sacod bin Surocr. New- 

marteU. Tote: £3-10; £lJO £430 £130. 
OP. £1530. CSR £3830 Tna £1830 
3 lO£ 1. KIND OF UGHT (Martk) Owyar) 
3-1 jl tav 2. Kta^ Hwremqr 7-1; A 
Princely Sound 8-1. 8 nm. 3-1 jt far Kite 
(4th). Vs. IV*. (R Guest. Haematite]. Tutor. 
£3.70 £130 030 £230. OP £830 CSP 
£1932. Ttlcasc £11947. 

33& 1. ELNADIM W J Mm) 4-1; 2. 
BoWa Jerame 9-4 tav; * Ataeshterek 14- 
1. 11 tan. 1%. 1 ft. 0 Durflop, ArundaOTotoe 
£530 £130 1X50 £230DF; £7.70. CSR 
£1238. Tna £5000. 

430: 1- MAWARB1 <M J Nnane) 4-9 tav 
2. Star Rage 81; 3. W9d Rfta 15-2, 5 rwL 
lVs ly*. U Ourtop. Atwdan.Ttee; £140; 
£1-10, £2-40. OR £330- CSF: £4.74. Af- 
ter a suwerds 1 Inquiry, the result stood. 

4^40: 1-lA DOLCE VITA {KFaBaru 11-4; 
2. Petite Itorueoee 84 tmr, 3. QnMreGh>- 

a B-1. 8 nn. nk, nk (T 0 Barron, ThfrM. 

k £3.00; £130. £1^10, £230 DP £430 
CSR £835. 

OIK JL OOTSOWHONB (L Denort) 9-2; 
2. Ron’s Pet 10-1; 3. Narratfn 14-1. 10 
ran. 94 IW Shetah. %. tf> nd. (PCole, Whet- 
combeJ.Tote: £330: OlO. £230, £330 
DR £7.70. CSR £4731. Tncssc £53930 
Trio; £48-90- 

Ptacepeto £700 Qnedpct £4.00 
Place 8! £6.00. Place Ss £336. 

TH1RSK 

2-20: l. nwutSE IK Oarteyl 6-1; 2. 
Krtla’e Decker 94 tax; 3. Pfe* UcKet 12- 

1. IB no. Vh. Vh. (A Jarvis). Tele; £730 
£250. £1.10, £630. Oft 0.090. CSF: 
£1833. Trta £6230. Nft Anri a nWeteMass. 

ISftl. SWEET FORTUNE (KDarley) 7- 
4 tel Sheer Fkce 13-2: 3. AWitas 9- 
4. 4 ran. 2, Vh- CM State). Totes £2.60. 
DR £950. CSR £1132- 

830: 1. EXSOUMES WISH (I Cant* 9- 
4; 2. tateart 113 tav; 3. NaaMti 9-2. 12 
ran. 3Vi, 3>6. (B MBs). Tote: £2.70; £1x40. 
£1.10. £1.70. DP £230. CSF: £435. Tna 
£2.10 PR Norte Pfla 

330: 1. i£VmCUS (G DulMd) 7-1; 2. 
Charter MM; 3L HtfdMd Fta 8-1. 8 tan. 
2-1 tar BBtabanoo (4th)- IV*. 3 'h. (T Tate). 
Tots £9.10; £2.50, £3.10. £130. OF: 
£6720. CSF; £89.0B. Titast £526.10. 

4-25: L GRAM) ESTATE (K Dartey) 2-1 
tav;2.f«etBtfiigelO-l;3.M0iCanyl4- 
1. Urea. L 17*. (T Eastfirt^.Tote: £4.10; 
£2.20. £230. £730. OF: £17.60. CSF: 
£24.64. Tilcasc £22025. Trta £96.60 IR 
CuoBn Rher. 

AJ& ACROSS TIC BORDER IP Roberta 
11-2; 2. Candotmer 11-2; 3. B owcB W Ia 
(kratga 5-1 tav. 17 ran. 2. Mb ID NienoM- 
TetK £5.10; £130. £230. £2x40. £2.10. 
DF: £13.50. CSF: £33.93. Trleasc £158.01. 
Trto: £6130. 

PtaceeaC £187.70 qcedpt*: £43.60. 
Place 6: £6035. Place 8: £3235. 


N Hobwtx 20 100 

JQten 1590 

Btartraal3 97 

— D GfflWta (3) 16 99 

DMOTM128S 

__ PPIteytaP)482 
£bbb (TGarean 21 99 


19 <52583 lgTU»rOWW»ate«ftBute3ei JDaaW»V96 

20 42U34 BESBTTK FORCE » P) £BF) (Mrs Batoa Haprt C Cjar 7 81_AWteto«lS IDO 

21 009352 SCBnRteJKniCOJBAitad JSBM4 J B*BWS7 10_ RBHnd (7)895 

-ndactaed- 

Mhtaun MNlb Tfc 10b. Tab lanrlcflp wdfc Sctecr fhtg 7at &l 

aEnWttlMF— ray lm,lM0^,9-lHit, 11-1 NaBdraa. 12-1 Bwtaia Ran, Boldin Foand, 
181 Dtteto Breran, Sir Jaqr. )•»» Dtae, 191 Stew. Mtara Jstaea. So HrapU, 2W. ImM, 
l rad 08 n > i ,Firata>Ca,ttrateTteFrara.Wm,m-l. nn iaph n| . 1rlni i r Wte.n-l«rara* 

1996: VWMood Raw 3 9 H Dsns 01M 81 fi Hannord taam CO 16 an 
raw sum 

Dsnetfme owrearna a tow daw to ate the Swards’ Cup here, but ft ms a cta&fun thing 
rth My Best VHentine Preen 23). Datating Bbe (30) and Faraway Iras (3 we nod 
horre-Jutt ahead tfOtf(27y.WWiwod Flower acooted home Bom the one-txxcn good 
goundin thi s c aiw*a»> n g c > *nt a ye ar e gx tam tam wa re a nmeteowa ta about tfrat time 
andtM Waff tartar aondNtani cotad gw more of rat edge to thaee Awn Ng\ rarth. the 
bang-h-tam t*er, second © Mgr tTAraour at Ybdt thta weak, mire » be amongR thoae 
Mngtli dratge. Thrae la a btantat «rMi in pRapact NO DOIIM has often nrt wtal Iran, 
loves anting tfiraugt a Ug tield off a test pace and dW wel » be serentfr in the Staranta' 
CUP ahoi partnarad tff 7*t cHmar Darren WlWram; The taa that No Ettas won overa mBe 
here taatro o mh sugffsra that he Ends as tatlongs too teei pBweadtai s. but the itec can be 
tstan becauaa ha It ta tartiBc heart Fretada Dettori is sum to Farrawy Ijbb e giod tide, 
whte Sh Joey it gawp a esnddata to mate the tana, but ft may pay tit haw a aarar on 
DoeMeBmca, who looted k good as ever then Martin a count and Mama totat an 
Ms iBe p peerenoa In tea May. The ana-two that day, Ogg and Sir Jow, se 128> and 6b 
worse off, respeenvefy. BM la a pimbtaj ater rtta Nwnariait win from Mr Btafoac and 
Resist Tire Fores. . MacflraK NO EXTRAS 

ra"E7\| TRBPLEPfBNT CSSfMTlON ABLE (GROUP 2) NkflMM 
lZ!__J (CLASS A) £5(y)00 added lm Penalty Value BBS 

1 -21133 POUBmMCEtU](q(ltaa*ianaStaranotaMJM491 — _-3 Codsww 4 115 

2 1114 AIKMIBfP«naitabBr6MsJ«nMvte)MSm389_MJItaBa212D 

a -30212 rnrrnumfimmuTinitenMriin w iDiniraiannn u bmim 

4 210650 PBWTTS HOUSE OQ) 08 (F^Ttare^«ndUni(BfOWItt3893toa01tafl 195 

BETIWtt 1811 Araang Mss, 94 tatar Pitacs, 114 CWa Crate as-l lta te m eHtosa. 

1996; itek of Esteem 3 9 1L Deoon 114 tw (S bln Suood ream (7) 7 on 
FORM GUIDE 

AMONG MEN shotad mate a smarting four-year-old and pethape < was eslinga lot of Hm 
to win die Sussex States here 24 days a & gven that he waa stll a maiden at die begn- 
nmg of May. He finished adrtt of Ms main market nuab bi Stashing fourth to AHtoyal. but 
came out or the race with deny d emt aid he ’■ preferred 9 (tape Cnraa, who git the 
worst of a good tussle wrthrtrassh over the Sandown mDe lata time. That was a bit ofa let 
dram, even thoutfi Hranh ■ well regaded t* Robert Armraront but Cape Cross ■« a fast 
surface, as he imdatfnad when wmnbi over the couree and dhtanoa three weeks aw- The 
runner-up, Dragmatta. hec tecs been beaten iff Dust Dancer in a Usad race at Ssfesbuy. 
This race rue bean on be agenda tar Polar Prince since tast month's Deauvlle third to 
Neutly jid ha must be respacad on Ms Epsom Dtamad Sates Mn Bom FanMU Sort P— t re e 
Doom ran wel when Bflh to Among Men m the Jersey, but vtal do wel to match that hone's 
improvement SataeDoR AMONG MEN 

(/Toni CHCHESTER OBSERVER S ERIE S CLAMNG HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £5j000 added lm 2f Penalty Value £4443 

1 <32531 THEEXECU70R(13{l>ckJo8aptaROSrttei7913 A Procter 7 

2 630643 SUMm (WTO Ms ME9BMDBraotti 999 JtMoaBB 

3 13430 IHUCHMSIBif«7)|CD)(MsB9mi)CHDWn698 PO U rastai |3)1 

4 600411 W«TBHK«lAD(75(D|OmnPt^lABafcy796 Ctowttor(E}4V 

5 040QT VBUAM (BOB) (Bta & tams (StrxttKfiid U4 J JmNns 4 9 4 H Hta ira(7)8 

6 000305 XUTnM0Mo^ltanRBtnBdta)JFBaa4813 BBMnrtBV 


HYPERION 

i20 Royal Bounty 230 Nomax Lad 3-25 Nee- 
dte Match 4 jOO Ttaastve Chest 430 Cross lh» 
Border &OQ Sun Fairy 

GOING: Good. 

STALLS: Inside. DRAW ADVANTAGE: High lor 6f*7f lOOjd*. 

■ H^dC-fufld, galkiptng couiae wtth very stiff 5f . 

■ Course Is lm Wof uwro «i Ai 035. Bus service from Beverley 
station (Bull - Scarborough Sne) 3m. ADMISSION: Chib £12; 
TsoeresSs £8; SBftr Btag S3: Course 32. CAM P ABM: Ftee. 
■I£ADIN6 TKAINKRffcMJohatoa-SA atom from 140 n»- 
neagNesaaucctm ratio or 1884b; P Loder 23 Bom 41 (681%); 
4B<my23fitm 128 (I WW; Mrs JXRnsteea IP tan J 14 (167%). 
■LEADING JOCXRXB: K Darler- Cl wtae from 269 rides gives 
sauccen ratio 07260%; KPbOou 34 tarn 195 (12^%); J Wearer 
23 from 152 (lfi.1%); Ml Fesxcn 16 from ?] (21.1%). 

■ PAVOOBI TBS: 2 01 wtaa In 540 races (374i%)- 
BUNXER8D POST TOMB: Seeat Of Sucre* (rtoor. 3 JO), Alr- 
bceae Barrie (risor, 600). 

WINNEB8JN THE LAST SEVEN OATS Dom 7tUjw (4.301 won 
ai M iiK'IUiigU on Wednodte 

10N G-DISTANGK KONNBBS: BeeBeew (4J0) has been sett 249 
oQm Iff J Cohtie from Uptomoor, S tmti d yile, Mat t) (<H0) 
■or* 246 allies Iff J Duniop from AnmdetWSuaaex. 

o~9nl ST JOHN AMBULANCE MABEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5^00 2YD fiffies 7f 100yds 

1 HANMittDMaleyail I Stack 8 

2 MOEmtye&ll DPran B 

3 0600 HWWtiWB g (30|IIJdinHor#ain8 11 t frtww B 

4 pccADaiyrawmBonau MrteiH2 

5 62 BI»M.Bauar{«9WHBnBU — _TSpta*3 

6 3 SOB1T OF SUCCESS IUSAJ (14) USKxaB S 11-KIMey 4 V 

7 4 SUOyBUS (33) M Jcfnaon 3 11_— DHntitodl 

8 0 W*S«C (USA) pa) DMorteySU I0MSB7 

-tdidrasd- 

BETTWa: 134 Royal BaM», 3-1 Etintea . Scoot of Sraone. lb-lPlo- 
— ry. "njt nT~n Iff 1 Hfrr mmsnia tr ito n 

9 0)1 DRFFELD SELLMG HANDICAP (CLASS 
G) £3fi00 added lm 4f 

1 0400 BMfdEl (USA) (Eta J OTOty 4 9 10 MnGnane5 

2 £0-200 MD0ICaM(4taPCrerar596 QraWBl4otMl(3)12 

3 0-200 NE0WODEnC(talBF)BMavn494^LCfemnd(lB 

4 -00045 SlAPyBAII(6taroC9tRh594 V Stately 10 

5 mm IIBffEJ) PET (37) C Ftatust 4 9 0 T EMM (7) 13 

6 682 RXEVSqUW(ltaJSUoare390 IFEpa2 

7 634000 R0CftTICBlimEr(lta(D)UUter890-PllcCbte(3)B 

B 021444 PORmE SVHE mMtetei 6 B 13 DtenM(7)4 

9 44000 THU 0U> 03 D Chromm 5 8 13 OtanU 

10 310506 DUM0NDCR0*fM(12)(CB)M1teKB813 — I Cartel 14 

11 /5S0SS AJBtWI (US4J (48) J L^re 11 8 12 R«tartra(7)7 

12 034634 N0WWtUD(UJ(p)MMea<Je9ai2— RHnis(3)l5B 

13 50440 KA«4IMHBGHIS(ia}JLta«4810 SnurJ4»/{7)3 

14 OO&Ot HtefDANCEt (S1J Mre Mftaeteif 58 10 AOrtwraB 

15 430105 SUM BAB « PR Mrs M HataQB 8 10 KOratayB 

BEI T M8. 11-a Roc* tin Barmy, 6-1 R e f eea 3fc7-l Fofeyj Qumt 
Eden Drarara, Bd MBe Sealte SmM Bar, 10-L ktaeamlte Dtancnd 
Crete Jtorte terms Height*, IA4. otfeera 

[o ocl BRIAN MERfttNGTDN MEMORIAL HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS E) £BfiOO 7f 100yds 

1 423002 NIWSON'S HUE (M (ta T D Bairn 9 9 1Q-JI LaypiA 9 B 

2 102014 KASSAUMM{$(taDaspnai4SS ACUtana4 

3 010015 WBiWBSIM(lflWBMtaa«r995_5RW**i(7)5 

4 360253 HGHT OF GLASS Uta I L 5fe 4 9 3 MtatotfrelV 

5 414442 HrntMSIB5INCnitaMABafey492-PllebM{5)13 

6 030332 NEHXE MATCH BJJOWB491 ICranlia 

7 Q312S0 ALHEETjta (taSR0Di«*Tg6813 — S Writer U 

8 404Q31 5WFCBV{U)mWtegt4811 DtaaGfemlB 

9 000505 MWnNMJBPM4B9_ DBotadB 


HYPERION 

i2S Sea TSrth 255 Landonl i30 SttamaUque 
4jQ5MrMoriarty435YU]ialee5igDjgForGold 

GOING: Good (Good id Firm In ptaaa). 

■ Left-band, level course. 

■ Game Is lfim&anKaatal in B6271. Buses liwn Grenge-ova- 
Sands station 2m. AimiSSION: TUMtAlO (OAPalC, renkr-1 6s 
trtWh Coane&f (OARvt!). CAR PARK: Paddock £5. canoe free. 

■ LEADING TRAINEES: 6 Richards- 8 veins front 28 rasters 
glna a success ratio of 88-6%; G M Howe 6 Ihrm 12(50%). 

■ LEADING JOCEET8: A Dqtabia - 1 1 vvlna frran 30 rides ghree 
■BUEfereretooOB.Tfe P Nino 10 from 30(40%); Bdmrd Gwesc 
0 (rora 18 (60%); H Jdroaoo 7 (mm 13(53.8%). 

■ FATOURTTES; 31 ortns In 72 races (43.1%). 

BUNKERED FIBST TIME: None. 

WINNERS DJ IBB LAST SEVEN DAS8; SUfthx Meea (4,05) A 
Thfrnilee (44S) w» al Newton Abba on Sundij. 


ID 416400 
U 422014 

12 004540 

13 -02042 

14 000000 

15 966000 

16 40000 

17 666006 


9UFEHHCML (3) (Iff N Mta689 KkrlUfcrBV 

SJROSCEFTE(lD)|CDBRTEKtotr588 — ; 

RMratos [7)106 

TlKIOD(ta(0ta R Bar 78 7 KStod^7 

MEMMMIEpq;HMfcan482 KDadeylSV 

WWU.SOUJH(29)Pf^»482 1 Ms (7)8 

»HMDttta(taPftDNriita480 — AlireNte(7)2 

AXBMH<B7]MWtae5713 A My (5) 14 

MBMBBB UDrm n R HalnhradB 7 10-JLUraraidi 17 
-gdsterad- 

Neereeltafire, 1L2 Of State 1M Ban Sceptic, 8-1 

tea, 10-1 Atemr’a Wta. Kara tera, 13-1 takes 


I A Aft I RACING CHANNEL MAIDEN STAKES 
1^ 1 (CLASS D) £4,550 2YD lm 100yds 

1 5 ALBSHQt (10) U JofTBfcr 90 DHotimriS 

2 0 CfXMTKEMMJUMnan90 LCtemckS 

3 HOBNUrJOCnONSCIMteBSO PBtaataWdl 

4 & BOMBS PtaJWVtatB 90 ACteral 

5 33 MMUAICZS) JUftcpBO KDteey* 

6 6 HUJAfl SJSA) pB) P VHajn 9 0 1 lam 8 

7 BWBM B iJGWirPOwdHI— 90 — RIMta(3)7 

8 TTSKSUBEQESTWHHBn90 T Spate 2 

-Idratantf- 

KITBtt 158 Isrinw*, 3-1 M0tL Cm Jovff, M Mgra. 1M Rom 
bra, Timm amt, 8-1 ABerite, 14-1 HobratJacdtai, 33-1 CorattM 

I A onl SNOWY GR Kf MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
(CLASS D} ESflOO added 6f 

1 551200 BOWL DOS (4) fCQ M tens 5 9 12 RHadh(3)8 

2 120306 BOKlStS B07 (105 (CO) J J QlJm 4 9 9 — DtefltararaU 

3 144002 US HAPPY FW (8) (D) B MAtahon 5 9 7 — LteteonlB 

4 330000 WIIEMUpBO(taSftBwalng49*4__Ctattae(3)10B 

5 360223 BREC0NGUUetlta(CtaMteSM5B4a.Ctanocfct7 

6 021163 qBSBDEBOMtel (1) W DHdata491_ Warn— slB 

7 60000 MRXXEEASTmD)T0Braiqn4813 K Orator 9 

8 060030 IMHHWBnr(U))mRHctaarted4813 IFE^ll 

9 160000 MBOTUtan PHadm8B12 P Urals R 5 

10 155004 CAPTAM CARAT (B) (D| D fAJxis 6 8 9 IFUtogUB 

11 03404 My/«Eypta{D)ABter882 RlapptaU 

12 630002 rmwmr[innrri]Triiii.iij-ni own #* 2 

13 202351 BAUAH) LAW py J Vtenrl^t 531 TWteramlB 

14 305301 DOWAHUAP) (D) IteLaatta 4 7 13(7ra)-E Ir* won 4 

15 105023 TaCTDRy (18) OT gF) BMuroy4712RWIraton f7)14B 

16 U03560 SOHXjnO HO) J Gotte 7 7 10 MoaeB 

17 002000 PAJHA2E (Q (D) H Bjcrt 4 7 10 DrarM Mofett ($ 7 

18 604003 SONSD (6) 0 Owpmrai 4 7 10. IHcAtey(7)3B 

-tti ta i JPte - 

Ateiurc WlOfe Tlueratate taadtn TP 7fc Aera 784 6h Soalraf 7«3 Bl 
BE 7TW& 8-1 DomtaaBe, 7-1 Creralbe Banter, 9-1 RojtaODte The teff- 
W fta. B re t cafli lad, PBg teay, lB-l P ata ns Bay, 124. otters 


I 


7 620451 UBUMAMf(12)(n{ft>MiffVlQ3msyTyaSataCn|Atare3Bll SDnm»2 

8 050000 mUNWO M(Ms tariff HndtelIVtWcM 6 8 11 Date OTtata 10V 

9 004403 MUUlNINti2ISE(12}ltatMartwkRaaE)RnreMr487 _JDSc*h(3]12 

10 -30403 O02iaf PS) (taMtolgt GrflgingLtBILWTSagJBHalS 7 10.. 4M8IH 

11 <00642 HWm)UMV»ilWPil)n(lteRJ0OBgKfWtaROrSUtaan671O, IQtenS 

12 -00006 CHAUB«ERW8teBteignSi naadLte ta4 710 R BrWmd (7) U 

MteumwaHc 7siC(>.thAiwNScnc<MSl0cHKtteJtaWMknt9l).Gnfcn8x 7H2IL 
KTlBte 4-1 teoltaMtiilsd. UG nufralsr.ttG Satapcfc 7-1 lapras 8%r, 1S2 Tte Bt- 
•cote; UtaL 9-1 Hteerate Wtet, 10-lMMs, 19-1 sBms 
1986: DtetiBNWerffff 12 Rata Gdday 11-2 (C Hapru ream (D 19 * 

FORM GUIDE 

WEMIBMDGE IAD is trying tar an eqpt-dw hat-tilcK and It wfl be another featner m Alan 
Brato/ti cap Iflt comes off. ranee he Mows how to' keep hones sneet and tera cut GrefBe 
la land a fauHtarar h natty rammer. W o u B s Mb b Lad won at Br£mn lag Steaday vrfren 
oaiufng a Gfe pnttaiy fbr tas Haydotft win the previous diy and. arthoufli he ga home by 
onff a hnd, ha was idBng towards the Mah. This race s probably a shade tougher, but he 
has tooled much happier since bang saMchadtotan ftalonte and can gra the Mar omnteb- 
roHtor, w«w hn a good chance on Ihe tarm of hts thW of 16 to Bata Au Rnunt at Sandown 
in June. Tret has tumbled m the handteap and must hare an each-way chance on nerFtate- 
atone tfaid to Wrfctal Brea» tast month, when tawma Brer was a tadetg Mt h. The Eaacw- 
tor tooted a 17-nimer Both «ePw Um wra. Staa ettan: WENTBWDGE LAD 

fTEAl RKHMOND-BRISSAC HANDICAP (AMATEURS) (CLASS E) 
l^-^l Z5JD0Q added lm If Penalty Vatoe £3,785 

1 0211XX] W«£PlAae(10Hta9i«f 9tedS)KBtria41110 torLBsrtogj 5 

2 531401 SEAJHES»f*BC123 (TheSaBtarSm^ssJ Mrs A Pfewn3 116 J»RRBmtai8 

3 006100 CRMN9E»M>l£m(CD)«)UttiO)PWtan5ua -HrLBriteB 

4 345310 TlflBALKMZ(B)(Cta(BmGlttrUd)BGU]tv5 1012 MrJRaasl 

5 041048 C0WB 0 N T P1 PE)(HadriCl LmcaftS Dow 8 10 & -MrTCMT2 

6 403000 nqVANT(ltal)redlisteglonitfldHwanBlonl01D4 IfrRWataeya 

7 0004D SHOW FAtIR (12) PAN MgtJ R Honan 7 10 3 MrCV|gras4 

8 046660 anB0RfQRCE(7talCBntaraaUd)MKBSnlBS4103 ItaPPafiws 9 

9 000640 DKMSr(ItamsSaBhJores)Ja«taff797 Mr R Sate 7 B 

-fdadraad- 

iftdsn m&t tat 7Ii 7>ue harxfcjp ire^c Otgrast as 134. 

BETTMta 5-2 Srnttia Stang, 92 SMtaog Esranpto, 5-1 Cartoafer. U-2 Trlbri Peace, 13-2 Wbtte 
Ptates, 8-lStare Wth, Mpata, ItFlottran 
1B96E Mgs Mr* (USA) 4 U 10 Mr K Gote U-l (6 L Mam *3* 19)11 ai 
FORM GUM 

SEATTLE SWMC and Robert Thornton took a Mety o anrteiBBOn tar the Knotty haratcap. 
The booom five m tha Pa are raceMrg a sane-pus. but they are tairff wen eptosed and 
Seattle Swing to a My who has joined Amanda ftonutt from John Gosden and looks » have 
raapondad ■> tie change of scanay, haoptag on too wel tar Ocean pare m an apprentices' 
handicap Um 20 at Windsor last time. Tffn Cult partners Confronter, «ho ran on wel when 
stoh » No tana hi a IDmamar mfle handicap here last month, but tna one m beat cauU 
be Superior Forew, who has been below in best so lar. but has a gnd chance on some 
of last year's farm - todudinga narrow detaat of No Cbches in a irenrecap at Sandown. Trib- 
al P ea ce re a dial ooiasa and Usance vwmer. Selection: SEATTLE SWING 

ICOCI EBF SOLENT MAIDEN TILES STAKES (CLASS D) £6,000 
added 2YO 7T Penalty Value £4^269 

1 4 HAOAm(2ta(itoidteNi«MoisT0PW9to|n8U R«s3 

2 0 OHEHWR KVSIRAL {23) (Lord IKylWsftol H Cecn 8 11 KFMm2 

3 SD»OFUCCaaBE(USA)|HAibblPCdeBll D Ottenotee ffl 4 

4 i_ : -1MN0MAM(ll>A)(KAMjbNJGosdBl81! MtOIMl 

-4d n tarad- 

KTlMta 2-1 HteyBt, S2 Ttatomta, UA Obmft Mteai, 3-1 Star ofThe Conrae. 

1996; Rrt Over (USA) 2 8 U W fyan U-8 tar IH Cart dram gl 7 on 


7>ftl WOODMANSEY APPRENTICE MAHOI 
*^1 HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3.300 lm 21 

1 00566 raW\EraUIIB£Bm(136)lLEj«4100«SB«KMejll 

2 06506- SM0KFirJ0(a84)MWEretotff3 96 ^ftaMayS 

3 50-000 AMB0nCMHBS(7)ABalBr496 1 teteoB (E) 5 V 

4 -33456 neCMI0N{15)PCrara-494 fffteraerni 

5 603000 1MG6A HOOM (14) IJONsB 393 S0tay(91fl 

6 634230 P0mPtinCESS(3MUM3 92 0*0*5} 14 

7 0CW2S RWTBJ»HtiNactoPftDNcnte591AIBi*ctoia 

8 303040 BAAIEIH4iSA)(13)SCWMrans386 — DNteramlSB 

9 532440 S0NIWnr(U)jQtMr3 8 4 TMteSregiltaB 

10 250CB6 JUMDRBBinMS0H9dff584 NMatalS 

11 063000 wm«.(ltaJHMren4a2 Aopita Krrttoy 17 

12 60-50 MVfoSDEOBL 09) Jfl MCM381 PCtaray(5}3 

13 0000 PMTWMSUy (12} P6MtiBi380 PCteteU 

14 906664 6R0VEFNR LAD (7) M W&re 3 7 10 Jreny Baosen 6 V 

15 CBOOGB MM(USA)(13)G0kfc*d571DJICO(ffa«taterl2V 

IB 004560 SBBIT STStEU (44} D Oipman 4 7 10 JM cAtei| 4B 

17 00006 DCBEmHXT (22) B lAsayS 7 10 CCO0M7V 

18 034060 PBUAB0f(taSRBntang3 710 FBoyta2B 

-IBdedraad- 

44Mrunm(gc 7K ICta. The rtsmlapMl^K Qneta-lraf IttSb, NJuf 
7sr 6h Star* S/sam ra ao. Maptf f»t ts sl pbbmb ay w 5fc 
BETIBte fll Fratiett Mraa, Pater Mtoste San My, 74 taeoartraw 
8-1 tibgta lleee, 10-1 MNBey Grange Bey, Rbrateta CM. 144 oBrare 


Jl Palatals 
taltar9eyl7 

>Cta«y(6}3 

-PCtete 13 

rtawsMSV 


LONG-DISTANCB EDNNEB& Tnbniee (4JJ6) sad O rtfwtoae 
(U£) ran 268 mta Iff H l^w from Mcholali^iejtevau; SenTteth 
GL26), LraHllord(lL&6) and Xante Fane (4^5) sad S20ndln br 
V Bowen froa HsmKaidwrat, fijfled. 

CARUNG BLACK LABEL NOVICE HURDLE 
L=rJ (CLASS E) IZfiOQ added 2m & 

1 2-11 CHOCOLATE C£ (11) j 03m 4 119. -MctasIBreaBra {3} 

2 061- NOSAM 09} (CO) rt Steer 7 11 5 D Graft 

3 00 HWtaUf BtiBUEpi} lteState6107 Jrtt llfans p) 

4 ,0-226 SEA WITH pqP Betel 6 10 7 NHBsmSto 

-4dacttred- 

rnm* 54 tan tart, 7-4NBHTO, « Cfrocotats fas, 204WrataffBreore 

2 EC I CALDERPRWT CONDmONALS SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (S} £3^00 GT 

1 64641 HUBER RIGHT (USA) til) IteL SUM 7 120-JEHuSbrate 

2 3643-f bAHESAM0lB[7tatiKamrana6117 — Nltematen 

3 00-332 UffOURD (1) P8o*en5 11 1 te rtn ii n ii rai iiB 

4 T314P- SKAMBUBt(91)Glldtedi61013 JtesH 

s 06056- BWisTaauiCTEawmioa — d praters 

8 30060- SALtal B8ACN (UK) U ToduMr 5 10 7 _C HeCraraste f3) 


HYPERION 

2D0 Bchteyaar (nb) 235 Marfaana 3JD Al Mute- 
lhn 3*0 Hair 440 Golden Strategy 4.40 
^canora Boy 

GOING: Good. STALLS: Fsr side, except lm 3f- atsDdssAdc. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Bixtu-tand course wkh lm raralght. 

■ Course to 5W of town on Al 304. Bus Ifak from Cambridge and 
Newmartet stations. ADMISSION: Cktb £16 (l6lo26-7mr-a!de 
£8); (bandstand & Paddock £10 (16 K> 26^ear«l(ta £5); FJunfly 
tarekmrre S3. CARPARK: Umbers £1; remainder free. 

■ LEADING TSAINEBS:HCeca - 70 wins from 384 nmam flras 
s success ratio of 240%; J Gosden 60 from 384 ( 16.4%); B Bm>- 
mm 44 from 548 (&!%>; L Crnnaal 87 from 288 (Ti8%). 

■ LEAIXNG JOCEKTBc Pat Eddrey-1 14 wtas from 608 rides 
Rtoe a success redo «T 20.1%; L Dettori 87 frim 663 (16.7%); J 
Etad 39 Cron 375 (10.4%); T Qutou 38 from 895 (0.1%L 

■ T Am umte: 354 wlcs from 1084 races (3421%). 
BUNKERED HB8TTMR:Bl*e’N tetoe (2^5), Gift Token (vt- 
9*-, 3.40). 

WINMEB8 IN IBB LAST SEVEN DAIS: AI HuBbn (310) won m. 
UagSeklflaSnreff;Shrapo%teta(3-ia!)wDa«(Bri^SDnaDSttadre- 
1DNG4HSTANCX EONNKR& AoofevN0*reme(&36) has been 
seot 347 eiSes tff BMcEeDer from LeranslragMr.SOedW^PteNneleer 
D ebnte (4.10) amt 186 mBw Iff Urn J Hamden Pom Ss crihumm . 
Nforte; Holjr Smoke GLOO) and Tkrt Arad A Half (2J6) sent 183 
taBen Iff JLEffte fttan SnttonRgn*. Works. 

to nn| EBF NGK SPARK PLUGS MADEN STAKES 
L™!li (CLASS D) £5^00 added 2YD Gf 

1 6252 BBtsmsWKOO RHvnxi90- SSrataramS 

2 0 lEQALlABtpTJJPHraffffSO CHtad7 

3 MANTBLO D Chapoef 9 0 ; SCratorB 

4 WAUBBIU M— mantes 90 —OBfftelO 

5 0 MAH. BOW PU) DUter 9 0- — CHod»mll 

6 . 0 PttflVBOURC{I}SW3tte9Q. 

7 SC0HCB)|USA)QVWagK90 — M»S6 

6 HOUr SMOKE JL^a 89 Ftoadi9 

9 BWTSWAH(UB4)BAnnantg89- lltel 

10 04 OBSEBSSOtaMSKUBBO J Ratal 

11 00 QlIBBISAlOTEpZ^ D Uter89 ACtadrS 

-lldsterad- ■ 

aonN&a-l O toa re sd 94 Baatara State 134 Seorate. S-l Iteri Bate. 
Qaam Satate W-l taMrewte 144 Polo Vwnre, iB-l otters 

To^E) CONSTANT SECURITY HANDICAP (LADV 
l±^riAMAIEURS) (CLASS ^£5^00 added Bf 

1 600005 MfSYCRBKS (B)(0) 15 Moore 7 11 7-MsS Item (Q1 

2 125000 SQURE COHRE (14) OT DCtaprenS 115 JiBra ROwfe 5 

3 13400 MSSM nones uaG)Gtrata4 113 JtaaMOaarerer 

4 640232 SHAH>PBW.(l)(D)Ptottar4U0JteaElteradm9B 

5 014301 MAUBUIMH(lG(D|EWharier310i2_JtesJAMam4 

6 121881 WRMAM(It|MPIMto)n4l010JMra9tammAtQU 

7 021231 M0U9B«IZ(UjnR Guest 5 1010 JtiMZBraMICqS 

8 SB603 SEBirtetAOE (12} N 803106 MriAMrrettlfl 

9 310330 AHUM MB Manta 4 102 Mb M Mate (5) 13 V 

10 036440 lWrAMDAIMIFffi(lff(B)jL^re5100 

Ma aBtera JJ— B» 

11 MOO-2 MOOttESmt (7) ®) A SMS/ 4 9 8 

MraAUtaim mr (8)2 V 

12 546010 AH0netMOSlMRE(liq(D)8«d«ff592 

MaC Vra i n ffill 

23 050050 HSENS»«E(2HCQa>390 JteSBotarrBB 

-ISdadrasd- 

Mntnum we|yc 9K. Rw fmfloap wtagtc tea N SMna 8 k Tta. 

BETTBC: 92 Ita w a tel i , 5-1 HaQama, 6-1 Mrtin te a , 7-1 Step Pat, 
rte n ttea ri a. B-1 Prt i > Mm^ TratAte ABtelfl-ltahare 

rqTTftl CHRIS BLACKWELL MEMORIAL HANDf- 
1"^) CAP (CLASS C) £2^500 added 3Y0 7f ' 

1 23211 J0m0CK5(IISA)(22}niBaa«97JBrttaltaffirG}8 

2 41-41 M.NUMUI(llSA)nJWPap»9$ AMeSuntfS 


7 00-P44 MCADOmHX (40) W VOUlgS IDO S Ttate 

-7Mata- 

Mhtawn netfic 10a The fendbap ireffte Ataratetedr 9a <a. 

BEflMta 2-1 Omlea temr, SG imtand, 7G ADoOernWR, 41 Stem 

Itiwr. 14-1 Bramtaram, Staara Bsate, 1*4 Maadmtodc 

Toft] CHASKEMMLLHAIUCAP CHASE (CLASS 
Lrrfrl D) £5400 added 3m 2f 

1 32U-P0 BAS DE LAME (m}(24) M Haramx! 11 12 0_Jt Gradte V 

2 23040- BOWLWCPHH (W) (CO) GMMmeB 110—1 fttetfisn 

3 3011-4 3U3W»Ma)UE(7^(a?WG»Chato8103_ADte*lW 

-Sdttaraad- 

BPTWft; H Slnlmlliraii, 7-4 Baa Pa tatae, 114 Bayta Vraadoa 

^ncl SUNUGHT SERVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m U liDyds 

1 53-iPi mr MOnuoY (2^ s R Sweng 6 u io RjstatoM 

2 3221-4 MBUM>Mef(l8)(C)M1atuar910a_D1Maraack(I) 

3 121P- KB8IOF(FlQ(D)MHafTtrittnd410 7^ ROiraHeto 

4 F«21 SWRNBM(XM(QmFJadan5U>2^ APMoCrff 

-4dactead- 


3 24-10 JAHHAM(raiBF)J0rtap95 CCBtoU 

4 12603 RAM80MKCE(USA)(15) [t^ J Fathjw 9 3 1 Baton 

5 01045 2UHI«mKlttM812 -SSmdrail3 

6 654010 HCH PIL0VE (2) (D) C Qcb 8 12 ACtaklO 

7 154-00 l4Amn(97)PCDIe811 MBtanwr2 

8 2-4250 cnETOECMiaU»r(2D8l4s89 MHMs7 

9 -04050 CffiXnmR8ns89 JtFtedcti P) IB 

10 003 KMW(lfi4)(2qRAnranng8B RMBa3 

11 015862 SIWr(2D(ntMRteaeS4 J Tate 5 

12 21631 SHA8P0WSSL(7)(D)WHagBB83 fljndi4 

13 115200 MZZIBBir{U9)caRan712 RMtavt(5)9 

_ 23 (in — 

BETIMK 9-2 Jrrtaarf, B-l Jnncte, 7-1 Strarpo Waata, Hdi In Low, 8- 
1 N teate. naffitaffanm. Qtarintenatagy, Katen, Swft, 10-1 otters 

12401 OANEPAK CLASSIC RATED HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £34^000 added lm 2f 

1 550012 ABOIICR1ME<2S)(D)SVK»fc5&7 I Rato 12 

2 00120 IiMUIU|4a}(D)VSaane4813 AMdSone 15 

3 601-33 St9TOl(U3A)O0to)0t»fcp3813 RMtaB 

4 361066 KW OF MCS (23) (0(0) M Haims 5812 

Marita Dnjra (3) U 

5 CCUW WAIto (2 0) (D) P Cater 5 8 U N Oar 13 

6 200565 SECRET ALT (CAIB (1^(D) Cantata 7 8 10 —MRtem 4 

7 03050 T B*E FO R ACTIOtt (12g M Totrytws 5 8 10.W J O'Conner B 

8 1-2030 IStSET BEAT (2G (09 G L More 3 8 9 JkCtefc7 

8 53ZW UWXMRHT(B)(C)(5»SC)»Bm4a8 ITtaaB 

10 321403 0RSKrci4nwMur588 RHtaeaElM 

11 00582 gUER6B00M(LG(nRAWiss787 SSmteal 

12 1403. W!R<M)(CO)EDurta>3B7 MiMb2 

13 50003 DMMJnVE(]USA)(13)fD)JHflE487 MHanyQtlD 

14 02-10 U0BQ(223PMtem385 GltedS 

15 010 IWMPOW(3q([QtB0LaiKn 384«JI nmte (3918 

16 4-1030 GFT10KE>i(8)DChappta3B3. — fiCrateSV 

-ttdalMad- 
ffafr niB only if rweo^t rah. 

MWBMmwjffB: as n><3)0 Tst J3®f- ThefttepweWffiOwtautte&r 9b. 
BEUWe 92 Iteapav. 54 Ha(L 8-lSSrartaoam, 9-1 Mareay Bata, 10-1 
Anotterlte^ Orsax, 12-1 Rag Of Trans, lata*. 14-1 team 

[d 10) TOTE MUUIBET NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £20000 added 2YO 6f 

1 30612 SnSCTTOCfoTOGM&igreon9 7 GCrate-4 

2 42313 HAUMBA(J2)(D)IBreke93 Mteh>Dnjre(3)9 

3 3214 UDO02)(n8Kb91 JHHteU 

4 312 HUJOOM (22) (BF) J DulOp 8 13 | Rato 12 

5 (HI RES1MDS(83)(D9POta812 MRtaamr2 

6 *210 PETARGAp^JIbtarB? SSratoerel 

7 622 NUCUM DEBATE nqpf) Ms JBsmden 8 8 NDw7 

8 015 E4SIBW PIMFIE Off R Friito 8 5 GltedS 

9 01 G0UWSflMrcflY(33)RHsrinn84 MHanry(3)10 

10 560603 ALPEN MXF (18) W MM 711 JMdenRlV 

11 004 MGHrreonEp%wjffw7i0 RPterareas 

12 44330 HRE GODDESS (12) JS Moras 7 10 MBaWS 

-UteGMrad- 

Atetaaw wetfg TatlOB. Thje ftanricgr we» a: N tf ir Peqrie 7a 9ta. fte 

Gates ns as. 

■EIlBia: 4-1 Ftaadtaag, IIS BtaooM. S-l Bodaar Oaten. 7-lSpeed- 
« lbo, USD, Bataan Streta®, 84 Hteaatem, Petaqs. lZd. oHwre 

(4.401 FWANC1AL COLLECTIONS MAH>- 

STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 added lm 

1 60 MAXSMAaCfUSA)(12)GLMoa«4B3 MWUwraft 

2 GUESasr(IB4Mrita38U MMteS 

3 fUMnBSCHA«EJFartfBWB38U. NDm2 

4 00 HroMCTtU.HB(Hr ^4) Ms Al^natt 38 11 - 

6 MACAW) JGosdan 3f8U 

6 55 SWAMOBEDOy (19j LonirtJtrBlcn3 8 11 I Rata 10 

7 M8Sm<USA)RVHare386..___lterttoDnwai 

8 PftiUM C BdtUn 3 8 6 MMerM7 

9 200250 R0»LEH0SE(FRK12)SMb» 386 Jtnaatete3 

10 040 SHAWgfflH(m) BAmttone3B6 G Qatar S 

-U doctored - 

3-1 Macarito, 11-2 torarnora soy, 7-1 Hart. 

Itoao, M. FtatatagCbratih Prlltad. 14-1 Cnaata Bay, la-1 ottaere 


roiW 7-4 Wtlte Mnb, 54 Mr Mariarto, XomL 7-2 Htfdrata Wto 

1 12-111 Y0BR4LEE|U8A)««MFtae5122 APUoCw 

2 ANOIHGtMaDM1Ul}jitei9l012 

3 RUSP-3 WBANSKBreRJuci« S 7l012_Jri^lT^ 

4 23-212 WHBW (7) U Harmcnd 7 10 U .. 

5 PRF34 MOWSroWCEaiPBnwpMn ltn T "'ra aSS;- 

-Sdedread- 

*nmft 14 Ytantaaa. 5-1 Mnbg Rna. M-lCabmEMM, 33-lteatirar 

mi 13SS2S225 ggf 1 !a - ASSI " 


1 3 BBINAH>SEWII(F10)MO8*Si012 ttMWi.. . 

2 ’ BBB6UMEpU}MPte4308 

3 0*0-2 IffgmRBOlDglJ Mss S Hfll 4 100 

4. oop. igw^««iJ5i5KS[ 












RUGBY UNION: New season set to be the most competitive and compelling yet as 

Invasion of the 
entertainers 




down to busin 


*■ " * 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Rugby Union Correspondent 

It may sound an awful lot of 
money to those of us con- 
demned to earning a crust in the 
real world, but £ 12m no longer 
breaks the bank in the wild and 
wacky never-never land of 
sporting make-believe. At cur- 
rent exchange rates that sort of 
investment might buy you four- 
fifths of Alan Shearer or one of 
the wing mirrors on Michael 
Schumacher’s Ferrari, so some- 
one at Allied Dunbar has closed 
a very sweet deal indeed in pur- 
chasing the top end of English 
dub rugby at a bargain price. 

The inaugural Allied Dunbar 
Pr emiership campaign escapes 
from the traps in Bath, Glouces- 
ter, Northampton and Rich- 
mond this afternoon and for all 
the legitimate concerns over 
reckless foreign reamtment, un- 
sustainable wage bills and a 
rkticulomfy top-heavy fixture list 
for the leading players, the new 
sponsors wiC get mote than their 
money’s worth this season. Quite 
simply, this latest manifestation 
of England’s leading domestic 
competition will be the most 


Those unreconstructed Rug- 
by Football Union blazers who 
remain deeply suspidous of 
the senior dubs’ whole-hearted 
embracemeot of professional- 
ism - and yes, that particular 
breed of dinosaur still exists - 
may prefer not to hear it, but the 
credit for what is about to un- 
fold lies wholly with the Pre- 
miership participants who 
manufactured a sQk purse from 
a sow' s ear last season and are 
confident of cranking up the 
entertainment value still further 
now they are operating from 


a more stable financial base. 

Only Bristol, denuded by the 
departures of three interna- 
tional fbrwards,bave yet to at- 
tract multi-million pound 
investment and latest indica- 
tions from the newly refur- 
bished Memorial _ Ground 
suggest that situation may 
change any day. London Irish, 
the other lop-flight side with one 
foot in the debtor’s prison, are 
buying their way out of trouble 
through a business consortium- 
led fund-raising operation that 
has already generated around 
£2,400,000 and continues to 
bear fruit at a spectacular rate. 

Asa result of aQ this new-found 
wealth, the Premiership is posi- 
tive dripping with quality. Much 
of it is nan-EngjC& of course^ and 
there is little doubt rhnr a num- 
ber of dubs are guilty of offering 
daft salary packages in an effort 
to bolster their squads, yet die feet 
remains that the average top- 
flight side can now parade more 
than a dozen full internationals 
before the paying public. 

The promoted polyglots of 
Richmond, for instance, feel 
able to confine three full caps- 
Matthew Pini of Australia, Earl 
Vh’a of Western Samoa and 
John Davies of Whles-to the re- 
placements’ bench when they 

faO flTlgighlymr g T rmHryn Tn«h at 

the Athletic Ground this after- 
noon. Likewise, Bath can field 
nine Test players against New- 
castle despite die fact that an- 
other 11 are on along injury list. 

Much of the fascinati on SUT- 
rounds the newcomers, Rich- 
mond and Newcastle, for both 
are equipped, on paper at least, 
to make an impact worthy of the 
name. “People are expecting a 
lot from us,” admitted Ben 
Clarke, the Londoners' cap- 
tain, yesterday. "But we are 


Five culture shocks 
for the new season 


1 Sin-bins. No one seems to 
know quite how the system 
will be used, but (tis/there any- 
way. 

2 Ten- minute half-times. Noth- 
ing to do with television de- 
mands, apparently, but at least 
the players will now be able to eat 
a whole orange rather than a sin- 
ge segment 

3 Sunday internationals. Sac- 
rilege, but true nevertheless. 
Two Five Nations matches, Scot- 
land v England on 22 March and 
Wales v Ranee on 5 April, will be 
pteyed on a Sunday. Perhaps Eng- 
land should ask France to (May in 
Atest, when all the Tricotores wiB 
be on holiday. 


/\ England at Old Trafford. The 
*+ familiar cry of ‘Come On Vbu 
Reds' may wen be replaced by 
“Come on \bu Red Races", ow- 
ing to the feet that Engand are 
venturing Into unfamiliar territo- 
ry to play the All Hacks In Man- 
chester on 22 November. Why, tor 
heaven’s sake? It’s hard enough 
squaring up to Sean Fitzpatrick on 
home turf. 

5 Wales at Wembley. Even 
stranger, in many ways. The 
Red Dragon will be breathing fire 
over the twin towers when Scot- 
land and France make their bi- 
ennial Frve Nations treks in the 
new year. Still, the Welsh could 
hardy be less successful in Lon- 
don than they have been in 
Cardiff, could they? 


also expecting a lot from our- 
selves. Last season, profession- 
alism was an experiment for 
everyone concerned. This sea- 
son, it’s down to business.” 

Both dubs are cash-rich and 
both have used tbeir enviable re- 
sources to wipe away all rem- 
nants of their amateur past 
and reinvent themselves as 
thoroughly modem 21st centu- 
ry market leaders. All they 
hive to do now is live up to then- 
own hype and win some gen- 
uinely competitive matches of 
a land all too scarce in last sea- 
son's unequal Courage League 
Two. Early wins for either - or, 
indeed, both - could set a re- 
alistic top four challenge in 
motion and finally condemn 
the old Bath-Leicester hege- 
mony to the dustbin of history. 

Those two oldwarhorseswfll 
still be in the frame, though; 
only a fool would bet against 
them filling 50 per cent of the 
available Heineken European 
Cup qualifying places when the 
final Premiership pecking order 
emerges in May. Bath had their 
fingers burned and egos bruised 
during their trophy-less exer- 
tionslast time out but the green 
shoots were there for all to see 
towards the end of the cam- 
paign, especially when they put 
more than 70 points on 
Gloucester in an extraordinary 
match at The Rec in April. 
Frighteningly, Gloucester 
played pretty well that night 
And Leicester? They will be 
ruggedly strong as usuaC but the 
Welfbrd Road faithful may find 
themselves transferring their 
myopic allegiance from Martin 
Johnson, Neil Back and their 
fellow ar tisans in the ABC dub 
to a genuine fleet-footed, nim- 
ble-fingered artiste in the shape 
of Wusale Serevi. The won- 
drous Fijian may, of course, die 
of exposure in the cold and wet 
of an east Midlands winter but 
if be is stOl breathing come the 
spring, he will surely give us 
something to cherish. 

Wasps, whose scheduled 
opener against Serevi’s Tigers 
has been postponed to accom- 
modate the Netting Hill Car- 
nival, are also certain to feature 
strongly, but then, it is possible 
to make out persuasive top-four 
cases for at least nine of the 
dozen dlite participants. One 
positive by-product of what has 
quickly become known as Eng- 
lish rugby’s “foreign invasion” 
is the uncertainty it brings in its 
wake. The big-money imports 
may all flop together, but it is 
more likely than some will light 
the blue touchpaper and set the 
Premiership alight a la 
Beigkarnp, Zola and Juninho. 

A salivating prospect, then. 
And we still have the Heineken 
Cup, the Five Nations and an AD 
Blades tour on the back-burner. 




Barnard 
called to! 


Keith Wood (right), Harlequins^ new captain, Is taddtag the problem of und orachfo v c went at the chib Photograph: Empics 

Wood's head up at Stoop 


Peter Winterbottom tried and 
failed, Brian Moore was left to 
gnash the scattered remnants of 
his dental equipment in bitter 
frustration and Jason Leonard 
found the job beyond him. Tb- 
day, another highly successful 
and universally respected in- 
ternational forward launches 
his attempt on south-west Lon- 
don’s ve reion of Mission Im- 
possible: to captain Harlequins, 
the great underachievers of Eng- 
lish 

rugby, to championship glory. 

Keith Wood, one of the true 
stars of the Lions show in South 
Africa and an irrepressible coax- 
er and cajoler of his fellow 
players, has been saddled with 
a task considered entirely fruit- 
less by virtually everyone outside 
the confines of the Stoop 
Memorial Ground. 

Every year for the best part 
of a decade, the swank and 
showy stylists from “Rugger 
HQ” have flattered to deceive 
by stacking their squad with pin- 
up purchases from home and 


Chris Hewett on the Uon who wants 
to change Harlequins’ pussycat image 


abroad and making hay in the 
autumn s unshin e 

before falling apart at the first 
sign of mud-spattered resis- 
tance. “No bo trie,” say the crit- 
ics, annually. “No backbone.” 

Well, Keith Gerald Maflinsou 
Wood has bottle and backbone 
by the hundredweight and the 
Irish hooker plans to impart 
some of that competitive ma- 
terial to the rest of his squad. 

“We did a number of good 
things last season but failed to 
keep doing them over the long 
haul” Limerick’s favourite son 
said yesterday before leaving for 
this afternoon’s intriguing open- 
er at Northampton. “We all 
know how people perceive 
Quins -I suppose I had the same 
preconceived ideas about them 
myself until I joined last season 
-but there is only one sure way 
of changing that perception and 
that is to win the title. 


“Certainty, that is the target 
I’ve set myself I’m not saying 
we’ll achieve it and I don’t ac- 
tually think it would be the end 
of the world if we failed, but Fd 
like to see us challenge, not just 
briefly but throughout thecouise 
of the Premiership programme. 
Why shouldn’t we? There are a 
lot of outstanding players here.” 

Wood being the most out- 
standing of the entire crop, of 
course. It was no great coinci- 
dence that the shoulder injury 
he suffered during Ireland's 
opening Five Nations encounter 
with France in Dublin just after 
Christmas signalled the start of 
Quins’ slide from championship 
hopefuls to familiar also-rans. 

When he re-emerged in mid- 
spring to stake his claim for a 
Lions tour place. Quins ended 
their league itinerary on the 
sort of rou with which they be- 
gan iu 


*Tm pleased to be captaining 
the side; I enjoy the leadership 
role and it’s not as if I’m up 
there on my own, taking all the 
de cisions and calling all the 
shots. Anyone of three or four 
candidates could have taken on 
the responsibility this season-, 
in fact, we have nine pfayenrin 
the squad who have captained 
their country at one time pr 
another.” . 

Now that Massimo Cutritta, 
the former Italian captain, has 
joined fellow international prop 
forwards Leonard and Laurent 
Be n cze c h in the Quins' front 
row union. Wood is confident 
that his side can finally shed its 
pussycat image in the most 
competitive physical arena of 
them all - the scrummage. 

And if the Londoners can 
start punching their now con- 
siderable weight in that unfor- 
giving phase of the game, 
perhaps the pretty boys out 
wide will finally bring borne the 
bacon. 

It would not be before lime. 


FsuEnptfcU have caHd up A§- 
dre Barnard, a codkre from 
South Africa, to stand in for Neb 
Jenkins for today’s Webb Na- 
tional League maser Dnfaidta 

has appeared for Natal will nfc 
in theproHematfcNo IQ pas® 
far the champions after Jenkats 
nfiered a rib mnsy iohst vreeK 


he has played at outwc 
ore and bad i nvo 
riendty m midweek,” 


tmustrator, said. 

Jenkins is likely to out for 

a month giving Barnard, a stu- 
dent at the UruversitVpf Glam- 
organ fa 'Deforest, toe chance 
to stake a cfaim for an extend- 
ed run. He wili partner ttye 
scrum-half Paul John, who is ike 
present Vtoles choice because 
the injury which is stiU keepajg 
Rob Homey on Ibe sidelines. J4| 
sou Lems, who touredthe Unnr 
ed States and Canada wfifi 
Wales, friU step bade into tits 
Ptmtyade after recovering frofo 
a knee injury. * 

Bridgend will be defending a 
four-year unbeaten home 
record when they entertain 
Llanelli at the Brewery FieUL 
And Dafydd James, the Walts 
wing, believes they have a new- 
found spirit this season, ip- 
stilled in them by John Phillips, 

their New Zealand coaching di- 
rector. “There is a different at- 
titude here and John has tuxnol 
: the plaoe around,” James, who 
was in the team which came 
from 19-3 down to defeat New- 
port last week, said. 

The Scottish Rugby Union 
yesterday announced plans fot 
an experimental 10-minute sip 
bin for players deliberately 
killing the M on the ground 
The move, designed to keep the 
games flowing and make thejh 
as attractive as posable, wfll 
come into force for League 
Trophy matches hdd between 
30 August. amL25 CKriobcr. 

r After three infringements, 
the teams will be warned by the 
referee and the next offender wiB 
? be sent from the field for a 10- 
imnure period. The referee will 
send players to the afr-bin by 
showing them a white card. The 
period will not include injury 
time or the half-time interralT 

If the player committing the 
offence is a front-row forward, 
his captain can nominate another 
forward to leave the field al- 
lowing the replacement froni-pjfc 
forward to come on as asub^P 
tule. If the infringing team docs 
not have a replacement front-row 
forward the offending player 
may remain on the field but the 
captain wfll haw to nominate an- 
other player on the field to serve 
the temporary suspension. 
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Hie view from an air balloon above The Oval yesterday as England played Australia on the second day of the sixth and final lest match 


Photograph: Stu Forster/Al [sport 


Hick and Moody give 
Worcestershire control 


Robinson 
and Astle 
halt Essex 


Cricket 


-MIKE CAREY 
reports from Edgbaston 
Warwickshire 252 and 8-1 
Worcestershire 448 


another slip catch as early as the 
sixth over. 

Richard Illingworth, previ- 
ously missed at 11 and 23, es- 


Wonxstexshire have surprised a 
few people, maybe including 
themselves, by their surge up the 
Championship table, but they are 
not halfbad at accepting the main 
chance. Helped by anodier field- 
ing lapse, they grcnmd out a very 
handy lead yesterday to bat Tfthr- 
wickshire out of the game. 

It was gritty, old fashioned 
stuff, as befits a contest that 
many say makes the Roses 
match seem like a Vicarage tea 
party on comparison. War- 
wickshire wfll now find them- 
selves under pressure on their 
own variable pitch, especially if 
the suggestions of wear and tear 
^become reality. 

. After their misadventures in 
the field the previous day when, 
incidentally, television pictures 
suggested that Nick Knight had 
taken a perfectly legitimate 
catch when Graeme luck had 
made 10, Warwickshire could 
have done without dropping 


l put him down off Dougie 
Brown; Warwickshire were thus 
condemned to going through 
the pre-lunch session for the 
second successive day without 
getting the same pair of batsmen 
out, which must be some kind 
of macabre record. 

With Hick quietly picking 
off, anything wayward at the 
other end, all was sublime in 
Worcestershire's world until, 
with Illingworth on 99, the 
game became anaestethised for 
seven overs until he obtained 
the single needed for his fourth 1 
first-class hundred, three of 
them made as nigh [watchman. 
His job done, he was caught be- 
hind off Ashley Giles after 
facing 273 balls. 

Mat reached his fifth century 
of the season with rather more 
panache, driving Neil Smith 
for a straight six. He had turned 
to acknowledge the applause 
from the dressing-room before 
the ball crossed the boundary 
rope. When be got out, after 250 
balls, from a stroke that owed 


something either to weariness 
or boredom, Tom Moody an- 
chored the innings, but well as 
be played in reaching three 
figures from 155 balls, the sight 
of Giles straightening more 
than the odd rail would have 
been just as encouraging to 
Worcestershire eyes. 
■Worcestershire are to release 
three pace bowlers, James 
Brinkley, Paul Thomas and Ben 
Preece, because of “limited 
opportunities at first- team 
level’'. Thomas took five wickets 
against the West Indies on his 
debut two years ago and 
Brinkley, bom in Scotland but 
groomed in Australia, claimed 
6 for 98 on his Championship 
debut against Surrey in 1994. 

The New Road dub are not 
renewing the summer contracts 
of the batsman Stephen Price 
and off-spinner Neil Slade either. 

The club's secretary, Michael 
Vodrins, said: “We felt it was 

S t to reduce the size of the 
_ing staff to allow us room 
to sign one or two key players 
as the opportunity arises. ” 

Worcestershire have already 
completed the signing of Corn- 
wall’s 18-year-oid left-handed 
batsman, Ryan Driver. 


JON CULLEY 


reports from Worksop 
Essex 440-7 dec and 10-1 
Nottinghamshire 351-3 dec 


TODAY’S 

number 

20 


The number of brands bfdg- 
aron sale atgdTs US PGA last 
weekend as a craze sweeps 
theUSIbrarwoursosTnok- 
mg. tany Laoretti, of the Ser 
rtorlbur, smokies sbta round, 
and has a sponsorship deal, 
that gveshim 4, 000 "a year 
The(ae^SmdwgGbitesA&' 
sedation’s mete) is “Ogas and 
Golf. 7he/ne Not a Habit, 
They're a Lifestyle." . 


Easy for Yorkshire 
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Yorkshire cruised to a nine- 
wicket win over Sussex at Scar- 
borough yesterday as Chris 
Silverwood ended with four 
wickets to add to his first in- 
nings' five-wicket hauL 

The home side had to work 
unexpectedly hard for their 
success as the visitors - includ- 
ing two former TJfkes- showed 
some dogged resistance. 

Sussex began the third day on 
41 for 6, requiring S4 to make 
Yorkshire bat again and Paul 
Jarvis and Justin Bates shared 
in a seventb-wfcket stand worth 

36, (he best of the innings. 

Bates was eventually Ibw to 
Paul Hutchison, wbo was 
awarded his second team cap 
out in the middle to mark that 
breakthrough. 

Craig White then had Amer 
Khan caught at mid-on from a 
mistimed pull while Jarvis’s in- 
nings ended at 51, his fourth 
Championship half-century of 
the season, when he aimed a big 
hit at White, mssed and was Ibw. 

His runs came from 70 balls 
and included eight fours. He 
needed one piece of good for- 
tune for, on 19, he was missed 
in the gully off Sflvcrwood. 


Even at the end Yorkshire's 
frustrations continued as Mark 
Robinson, one of the game's 
most notorious rabbits, con- 
tributed 18 lifting Sussex to 
137. 

Although Yorkshire’s target 
of 13 was no more than a for- 
mality they lost Anthony Mc- 
Grath in the first over when he 
was caught behind off Alex 
Edwards. 

The Worcestershire pair, 
Graeme Hick and Richard 
Illingworth, struck centuries 
against Warwickshire to put 
their side in a commanding 
position at Edgbaston. 

After starting his innings as 
nigh [watchman on Wednesday 
HKngworth want on to score 1 12 
before being trapped by Ashley 
Giles, who also claimed the 
wicket of Hick (IK). 

Kent’s Graham Cbwdrcy and 
Mark Ealham scored resilient 
centuries against Somerset at 
Taunton while Derbyshire's 
Kim Barnett and Adrian Rollins 
also reached three figures to 
help their side recover from los- 
ing a wicket in the first over of 
the morning at Grace Road. 

After James Ormond 
snapped up the wicket of Chris 
Adams, Barnett and Rollins 
took control. 


This may be the match that 
rules Essex out of the Champi- 
onship picture. Although they 
have a fixture in hand on some 
of the other contenders, only a 
win wiD keep them in realistic 
contention and chat seems un- 
likely now. 

After centuries by Hm Robin- 
son and Nathan Astle, Notting- 
hamshire declared 89 behind 
yesterday evening, obliging Es- 
sex, who had extended their 
lead to 99 lor the loss of one 
wicket by the close, to come up 
with a suitable challenge today. 
Recent history suggests that 
spinners do well on the last day 
here, but Peter Such will need 
more help from the pitch than 
he obtained yesterday if be is to 
be Essex’s match-winner. 

Such swapped one end for the 
other repeatedly in the hope of 
finding encouragement, but a 
slow surface remained unre- 
sponsive. The England off-spin- 
ner was among eight bowlers 
employed by Essex, none of 
whom was able to disturb the 
serene progress made by Robin- 
son and Astle during a partner- 
ship worth 193 runs in 49 overs. 

After a year of frustration, in- 
terrupted by a broken hand, 
Robinson was in solidly good or- 
der in malting his first hundred 
of the summer and remained un- 
beaten for almost six hours for 
his 143, fatting 19 boundaries. 
Typically, the innings had some 
turgid passages, but the framer 
captain entered into the spirit of 


Paul Johnson, emerged at two 
down to sma& 41 off 40 balls. 
They added 97 in 17 overs before 
Johnson holed out to kx^; on and 
dedared- 

Astle, the New Zealander 
whom Nottinghamshire hope 
will be succeeded by Shane 
Wame as their overseas player 
in 1998, equalled his best score 
for the county in the grand 
manner by depositing Ashley 
Ctiwan into the supermarket car 
park beyond mid-wicket, having 
faced 150 balls and hit 16 fours. 
He had made no addition when 
he then drove loosely to extra 
cover off the same bowler. 

Earlier, Matthew Dowman 
became Graham Napier’s maid- 
en Championship victim, but 
the 17-year-old seam-bowling 
Oil-Founder’s joy at obtaining an 
Ibw verdict was tempered some- 
what when Astle and Robinson 
went after him after lunch. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

mm day of four: 1 XO Joday 

Durham v Middlesex 

CHESTER- LE-STREET: Durham (7pt*), wftfi 
•D MoooiMniibiei wleicals atamflos am 
120 nan abaad of Midd l e not (6). 
Durtant wan nss 
DURHAM - Hut bminsB 
(Ov«rtgm:323l tor7) 

MJ Factor c Kflftsb Johnson 70 

J Boding c Brawn b Fraser — 7 

S J E Brawn b Fraser 1 

A Water nor out O 

.32 


(b7.D5.w2.nblS). 
Total (108J3 own*) . 


-343 


8-329. 9-339. 

26-7-56-2; Hewitt 15-2-G60; 
Kalis 21-6-98-4: Johnson 213-4-534; 
Dutch 16-2-34-1; Weetes 93-21-0. 
MIDOiESEX - Hret tantagi 
JC Pootey b Betis 0 


FMfc 1-153, 2-171. 

To bwfc "J J WWUKer, A Habta, fV A Nbon. 
DJMttts.GJPanaxK.JOnnond.ARKPier- 
•on. 

Bonanc Colt 63-14-0; Harts 6044-0: Den 
Fracas 164-69-1: Badowl 60-57-0; Gate 
8-1-33-1; May 16326 
Umpires: J H HampsTwr and G Sharp. 

Itattfoghamshlrv v Essex 

WORKSOP: Ewn (5ptfl, wtth ntm meood- 
tanSsgs nfc N f rtru MaC. ae 99 nos 
atawd or NoCUnctewntak* (8). 

Essex men toss 

ESSEX - Flrat taolnSi 440 hr 7 dao (5 G 
Law 115, D R Law 59). 
NOTTMGHAMSMRE - Flnrt Inntagi 

MP Dowman DwbNaptsr 27 

RT Rodnaon not out 143 

n J Arts cDRlawb Oman, 300 


mr — ■ » -■ __ 

vorKsarov 

SCARBOROUGH: Yorinfafc* (22pC9) but 
Sosmx {4} bynlMwtckMs. 

Sussex hoi docs 
SUSSEX- A rt tanta» 357 (M Newell 62 
no. N R T^tar 57; P M HuBMn 5-48, C E 
W Sihwnwood 4-27). 

YORKSHIRE - Rrwt tab* 282 (D S 
Lehmann 67; P W Janas 432. H A IWsnaon 
4-61). 

SUSSEX - Second hmb«s 
lOwntfic 41 tar 6) 

PW Jarvis ibwbWHn 61 


JJ Bates Ibw b Hutchison 11 

AAKhan cKanvton 6 Whh* — A 

A D Edwards not out , — 10 


M A RoHrmn b Sfeonmod 18 

iflblO) 10 


J H KaHso Boon b Foster 
MW Getting b Bens ... 


-31 


O A Shah c sub b Rosier 14 

t*R Browne Sport* b Foster 41 

D C Nash c Laws b BoUng 94 

PNWeefcesb Water 1 

k PDuiche Mans b Boars io 

RL Johnson c Weston b Boeing 39 


•P Johnson c Grayson b Such M 

Extras (04. 1012, wl4. nUO) 40 

Total (hr 3 dec, 963 owe) . ■ .361 
Pel: 1-63, 2-254, 3-351. 

DM not bat: A A Metcalfe, UA&aal, CM Tol- 
ley. fW M Noon, K P Evens, M N Bowen, A 
R Oram. 

Bowfcqg (ton 16-6-48-0; Cowan 13-3-59-1: 
Such 263-4-784; S G law 10-3-260; 
Grayson 24-5-71-0; Nfete 63-461: DR lew 
2 - 0 - 10 - 0 . 


Total (444 mere) 

Fat (coni): 7-74, 697. 9-110. 

BowSnc Sherwood 134-2-565; Hutchison 
13-1-44-2; ttemnen 2-1-20; Whbe 61-362; 
Stemp 4-1-40. 

YORKSHRE - Second tre*«i 

A Mc&atti c Moons b Edwards 2 

MPVaughBinotaut 8 

*0 Byes not out 3 

Ext»»_ 0 


-13 


J P Hewitt c Speight b Faster 

A RC Fraser notout 


(M.lbftne.nblS). 
Total (816 oven) . 


-4 

-5 


*PJ Prword notout 


35 


-281 


D D J Robmson c Johnson b Oram 
M C Hoc not out 


FaB: 1-0. 2-18. 3-62, 4-79, 56t. 6101, 
7-133 6211. 9-228. 

BowBne Bens 21-10-51-2; Foster 194-564; 
Water 166461; Boling 2163-72-3; 
Boon 2-660. 

DURHAM - Second Imtnga 

JJ B Laos not out .. — 14 

S Hutton not out 30 

Extras (w4l 4 

Tatar (for 6, 9 owe**) 28 

To tut: J E Monte. *0 C Boon, tM P Speight. 
RMS Wasson, M J Foster, J Boling, M M 
Betts. S J E Brown, A Water, 

Bowfcw Fraser 5-260: Johnson 1 -0-4-0; 
Dutch 36190. 

Umpires: B Dudtaton and M J Kitchen. 

_ v Nortfaants 

JBMT 

sltallwi 

are 122 na» ahead of M amonp u i (8). 
MvffwnMoruftto won K8S 
NOHITUMPTONSHKE - Brat tarings 330 
{K M Curran 159: Waqar Yowite 4-78). 
GLAMORGAN - Art tentage 
(OremigH: 232 far 3) 

S D Thomas c Betay b Davies 19 

M J Rowel not out : .41 

*M P Maynard c Fordham b Batty -58 

R D B Cratt c Wrtham b Bailey 35 

-- (bl,IM3,w2) 16 


0UL.W2).. 


-10 


T«M (tor 1, 9 nm| 

FA 1-2. 

TobatTPHodfpon.SGLaw.APi 
D R law. tR J Roams, G R Napier. A P < 
an. P M Such. 

Bowflqg: Bowen 62-7-0: Oram 4-62-1. 
Umpbeae D Constant eno J H Holder. . 

Sosnersot v Kent 


TAUNTON: Somerset (8pt» r with ntoe 
eecxnMnnlegB standtog; «a 23 nwie tw- 
bkid Ned (8). 

Somerset won mss 

SOABtSET- fi rst lnnlag»37S (SCEcde- 
Stone 123; B J Phflnps 5-68). 

KBir-muete 

(Ovemltfc 99 tar3) 

ETSmth c Ecxfesteneo Musraaa 56 

G R Cowdrey c SMne bMustmq 101 

M A Ealham b Hsnbare 105 


Total (tor 1, 7.3 ewe r s) 

HU 

DM aot bab 0 S Uhmsrwi, C WWta. B Rarter, 
TR J Blaxey. G M Hamfeon. C EW SUvenraod. 
R D Stamp, p M HubMson. 

Bowtag: Edwards 4-261; Khan 33-2-7-6 
■ : J D Bond and D R Shepherd. 


Nattffost Under- 19 lest 

Second of tour, 140 today 

England v Zimbabwe 
NORTHAMPTON: Expand, with Ml first 
Mags wtetats stanifcg. am 430 rana 
behind 2Mbabwe . 

Zimbabwe Order- 19 won toss 
ZMBA8WE UNDBi-19 - First kett«s 
[Overnight: 212 far 0) 

D A MertOter c Monts b Rlntoff 350 

M A Vennuoien bw b Htywood , 1 , 3 4 

A P hoffinan b SMebottom 23 

M L Mrela not ow 101 


i b Herzberg , 

M V Bemtne c Turner b li enbat g 53 

*tS A Marsh c HoAoway b Mushtaq — 48 

PA Strang c Ecdesune b MushW) - 24 

B J PhMps b HSQbfflg 0 

MJ McCagje not out 20 

-47 


"A J- Erasmus c Ftaad b SchofleJd 21 

A G Steam c Monts b Powell ...... l 

tC Delport notout 50 


, IbS, w4 r nU27) . 
Total (108-1 mu) . 


Total (tor Setae, 862 ewers) 

Fall (coat): 4-246. 6332. 6354. 

DM not bat: tA D Shaw, Waqar Ybunis. S L 
UtatMa DA Cosher. 

BowBng: Mohammed Aioam 12-1-57-0; 
Taylor 161-460: Curran 64-17-0; Davtes 
29-6109-2: Brawn 24-690-1; Bailey 
2^6162. 

NORIHAMPTONSHME - SeeewKl hnb«s 

R J Warren e Maynard b Wuqer 12 

DJ Roberts c Cosher bWBMn U 

A Fdntem c Evens b WatWn 
•R J Belay c Shaw b Waqar . 

K M Curran c James b Waqar 

D J G Satea not out 

tD Ripley not out 

102 ) 


FdD fcoert): 4-123. 6308, 6-344. 7-375. 
8-425, 9-427. 

Bownqe Shine 12670-0; Van Troost 
76500; itea'22-5-60-3; Mushtaq Ahmed 
371-10-114-4; Hecberg 22-1-1063; Bums 
61-390. 


TRJ Turner cManhbPhiBpe . 

P C L HofloMy not out 

*SC Ecclestone not out 


i (b4, tall, wlB, no 14)..., 

total (Tor 5 dec, 1403 overs) B39 

Fefc 1-297. 2-328, 3-346. 4-435, 6438. 
DM not bob N Ferreira. I A Entfebrecht. D 
Mutendare. 

P pwR ng Martel 17-1-760: Sktebottom 
26761-1; Haywood 15-6-39-1; Swarm 
12-6160; Schoflofd 3736127-1; Pow- 
eB 316128-1; Monte 61-440: FSntnff 
360-1, . . 

BMLAND UNDE616- Fbst bwtt«l 

S D Ptecs not out : 61 

R W T Key not out 48 

Extra* 0 


_20 totalfltar tv 18 ewere) ■ 


.109 


-20 


.-25 


,36 


.38 


Total ffor 5.37 Ovend- 


J48 


1-24. 2-31. 633, 4-35, 68L 
To bah J P Taylor. Mohammed Aioam, J F 
Brawn, M K Dawes. 

Bowling: Waqar 17-4-31-3; Watkln 
15-3-36-2; Croft 13-4-30-0; Thornes 
4624-0; Cosier 8-3-236 
lhre>treK G I Butgm and A Cartoon. 

l ete efteto ttbvPerbpMre 

Ivxflnf, ora 349 


488 (VJ 

at 


IctoesteraMv won toss 
LBCESTEASHME-Rrat 
weBsl90.GJPa3orae9no.JJ 
PAJOeFWSB 5-120). 
DER8VSMRE - Fbst bntogB 
(Ovemlghc 48 tar 1} 

A S Rodins notour 


Total (tor L 18 ovate) 61. 

FaK 1-18. 

To bwt M ETnsa>,'*ck. S Heezbcrg. M N LaOv 
ml, M Bums. AP van Traost. G D F&ee, Mueft- 
aq Ahmed, KJ Stone, 

B a h« Whi 40-12-1; Eataam 46176 
Stran^46146 F lemi ng 3-2-46 Ward 

uatphas: R A White and A G T Wtotahaad. 

Wa rwtdai v Wares 
BMBASIDN: WmUaNra (4pt4, WM Mm 
J am 188 

' m- 

wtewfcJatom won toss 
WARWICKSHIRE - Fbst kinlRgs 2G2 M M 
Vfrza 4-51). 

WORCESlBttHIRE - Fhm£ tateres 

(Oveml^ic 133 tar 2) 

RKHlne-orthc Piper SGUoj 112 

GAHtakcHempbGfes 122 

*TM Moody c Piper b WBleh 108 


D A Leonards te e Motes b Wctah 16 

V S SoianM c Mfteh b Brawn 1 

tSJ Rhodes Barb Brawn A\ 


M R May c Nbon b MSra — 
C J Adarra c and b Ormond 
KJ Barnett not out 


.171 
2 


S RLampittb Brawn _ 
A Shadyartaw b GHes 
M M Mica not out 


-10 


20 


48 


J.47 

J7 


-368 


Exbaa(b8,lb7 r wl6.nb6) — 

Total {tor 2 dec, 79 overs) ~ 

FtetC 1-9. 2-50. 

DM not bac I BteckaaB, V P Oaric. M 

KrMren. *P A J OaFreltas, D G Cork. A J Har- 
ris, PAIdrad. 

Bowline: Mill ns 11-1-64-1; Ormond 
176li>l; Parstar* 14-2-560; Ptarecn 
17-0-526 Well* 12-4-18-0; Muddy 
46176, Habta 46376 
LEICESTERSHIRE- Second lontocs _ 

V J Wens c Herds b CJwte ^ 

DLMaddynwPOeftataa 88 

l J Sotdfe notout .---.-33 

BFSHWhiwroot -31 


; 02. trlfl. we. nh2) 

Total <1461 oven) 

FW (cord}: 6248, 4-257. 6296. 6300, 
7-363. 8-405. 6414. 

Scared 120 overs: 339 tar 6 l 
B owdsc Welch 34.1-9-98-2; Brown 
38-7-118-5: Gires 38-10-77.3; Bell 
27-4-1016 Sam 11-2-44-0. 
WARWKXSHRE - Secoad Innings 
N V KrUja not out . 


to bab G R Haywood, *A Flntuff. 2 C Mor- 
ra, G P Swenn. fC R M Reed, C SchoMd, 
J C FtaweB. N D Matte, R J SMebottom. 
Bowtt wj E Stayn 4-0-260; Mutendara 
46306 EhSetneeto 46306 Wwmuefen 
46236. 

Umptrae: H D BW and NTPIewa.. 
sax>« aEVEN CHAWIONSHP (M dw 
of Vwmmr. Hcwe: Durham 243 and 213 (M 
A Bosetwny 58 no, N C PhUHps T-88h Su»- 
SBt451gxl8torO. Snw xwowtylDwtc*. 
eta. Uaub Essex 201 and 2D4 (A J E Ffirbart 
88no; J M M Averts 673); Gtauc e stet atom 
293 (M A Lynch 142; H Sana 6-72) and 113 
Ibr6 (D R Hewson 82 no). Cou eas tarstiira 
won by «mt wtdrets. Derby. Somerset 177 

and 281 tar9 rtae (C M WD 87tm KJ Dean 

653); Derbyshire 321 for 8 dec. Meteb 
*w»n. OMtoartonb Lancashire: 271 a J 
Haynes 66; R R Dftxtan 4-71 and 23 tarO 
deg HampSwa : 18 tar Idee and 13ft lap. 
casWrawon by 148 nras.'ben t Bri d g e Not- 
thighonohfce 389 end 187 for 5.(N A Gte 
58. G F Archer 55); Kent 258 for 1 dec nd 
281 tar 7 0 8 Hockley 89, W J House 68). 
Match drawn. Mkton Keynes: Nartftanuv- 
toniwe 331 tor 9-.dec (A J Swan 162 no; l 
D Fisher 699) wrl 241 for 2 dec {R R Mont- 
BORWte 121, A J Swan 56); toebsttee 265 
(R Robinson 70. G J Baity 82) and 254 tor 
5 (N G Ruse* 70. M J Wood 60). 


A J Motes cUethaMaieb Moody 

tKJ Piper not out 


(nW) 


Total (tor 2, 43 omrs). 


TniM Wnr 1 T A iwm) a 

Mb 1-2. 

To bob DL Hemp, M A VtaiJML Penney, 
<N M K SmriN D R Brawn, GWtech. AFOtas. 
M A v Be*. 

BOMttag: Rngvorth 2666 Moody 162-3- 
mdflJMeyer. 
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loBMxraw's fixtures 
AXA Ufa LaagM 

(O ne day. 2 d) 

CHESTERW5TR9SED! DufanvMdMSM 
CARDB^ Ctomo^vwonhamptofBtoitt. 
BRISTOL: Oouceitarstore v Lancashire. 
LERESIBb uacesMrahfto y Otrbyston, - 
THaff BW O CEi lfeta n tf M n W lll lH VEMgt. 
Txujowt scrrwMt w Kent . . 
WORCESTER: Worcagantwa v wtxveeft- 
shim. 

SCARBOROUGH: VMcEton v Sussax. 
MRIOR COUNTIES CHAMPIONSHIP (tw* 
day*, mjJtWerdown Perlc BtdtorOjJDmv 
Buchindiartahbe. Dana Parle Donat v Dt- - 

«n. Trowbridge: Marw v Shrop3hlra. : - 
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Sponsor 

surprises 

Super 

League 

Rugby Vague 


DAVEHADBELD 

Soper League, the flagship of 
logjbyleagpem this coon try. is 
tolose its sponsor with & year 
Still left to run on the contract. 


— ■■ or — 

Br ew ers group, is withdrawing 
from its sponsorship two years 
into a three-year deal, leaving 
the competition with the task of 
finding a new backer in time for 
next season. 

The brand - a draught and 
canned bitter brewed in and 
p rimarily associated with the 
north of England - has been 
heavily involved with the game 
fra- 11 years, sponsoring what 
Was then the Rngjby League 
Championship for nine 
seasons and then continuing its 
suraxirt for the first two seasons 
of Super League. 

It has also sponsored the 
end-o f-season Premiership 
play-offs and the leading indi- 
vidual awards for players and 
coaches, a total package now 
worth almo st £600,000 a season 
to the game. 

Although that shrinks by 
comparison with the invest- 
ment on behalf of another Bass 
brand, Carling lager, in foot- 
ball's FA Premiership, it is big 
money for rugby league; to 
lose it a year ahead of schedule 
is a major blow. 

Neither Stones nor the 
Rugby League would comment 
yesterday, as they made prepa- 
rations for the presentation of 
the championship trophy to 
the Bradford Bulls at Odsal last 
night, but an announcement is 
planned for early next week. 

That announcement will be 
couched in amicable terms, 
but it is understood that the 
League believes that the 
apparent fragmentation of the 
game over recent months has 
played a part in the company's 
decision. 

The 12 Super League dubs 
have, as of this season, their 
own marketing organisation. 
Rugby League (Europe), 
whose priority must now sure- 
ly be to secure new sponsors to 
fin the void when Stones bow 
out after the Premiership final 
at Old Trafford in September. 

Broncos 
hit by 
division 


Brisbane Broncos, until recently 
the most popular team in Aus- 
tralia, are defying the accepted 
logic of professional sport The 
more they win, the smaller their 
crowds this season. Not even a 
lengthy winning streak at home 
and a position on top of league 
can protect the Broncos from 
the mood of despair that now 
engulfs the game in Australia. 

Two years after leading a 
mass defection of dubs to the 
rebel Super Leagne, the Bron- 
cos have become victim of the 
bitter divisions they helped 
create. Against Rupert 
Murdoch’s expectations, the 
Australian Rugby League has 
refused to capitulate, frustrat- 
ing his ambition to own the 
country’s only rugby league 
competition. The game has 
suffered endless months of 
recrimination, leaving the rival 
leagues in a mess and prompt- 
ing supporters on both sides to 
walkaway. 

TWo monthsago. sensing the 
urgent need for peace, not to 
mention a massive loss in in- 
come, both sides entered talks 
aimed at unifying the sport 
again next season. 

But a breakdown in negoti- 
ations this week prompted a 
widespread belief that rugby 
league could be mired in an ir- 
reversible decline. 

“I fear that our future is not 
looking too good. The business 
world is not interested in rugby 
league "at the moment because 
of the divisions," said the for- 
mer Australian captain and 
current Canberra Raiders 
coach, Mai Meninga. “Our sup- 
port down here at the moment 
ls'preoy ordinary,’' he added. 

The former ARL chairman 
Ken Arthurson, who led the 
fight against Super League be- 
fore retiring on health grounds 
in March, has no sympathy for 
the Raiders, and even less for 
Brisbane. *1 think the Broncos’ 
i too much for them." 
he sakt *T0iey were making very 
money (before the split) 
they wanted to make more." 
Merchandising, sponsorship 
and television ratings have col- 
lapsed, while players’ wages 
have spiralled as the rival 
leagues entered a bidding war 
to secure the best talent 


‘ toe dubs 

won't survive financially." said 
the Broncos’ co-founder and 
sferii ARL critic Paul Morgan. 
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Wright a model for modern 




Ian Wrigfit 
needs two goals 
to eclipse 
Cliff Bastin’s 
58-year scoring 
record 
for Arsenal. 
Glenn Moore 
looks at the art 
of scoring and 
the Gunners 
striker’s place in 
the pantheon 
of hit men 
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The goaJscorer of the week, 
Germany’s Oliver Bierboff, said 
after his five-minute hat-trick 
agains t Northern Ireland that 
heart was simpiy a case of “dos- 
ing your eyes and whacking 
that bail". 

Jurgen Klinsmann took a 
more considered line. 
“Goalscoring has to be within 
you but, while it is a natural tal- 
ent, it has to be developed and 
nourished with a lot of work.” 

Ian Wright, who hopes to 
overhaul Cliff Bastin’s 58-year- 
old Arsenal goalscoring record 
at Southampton today, is in- 
clined towards the latter view. 
Always a natural goaJscorer, 
even while playing amateur 
football in south-east London, 
he has refined his skill as a pro- 
fessional, learning much from 
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partners like Mark Bright, Alan 
Smith and Dennis Bergkamp. 

Goalscorers are the glory 
boys, the ones with the highest 
transfer fees, highest wages and 
highest profiles. Team-mates 
may sometimes resent this but 
they know they cannot do with- 
out them. Ronnie Moore, new- 
ly installed at Rotherham, 
echoed the lament of managers 
everywhere when he said on the 
season's eve, “we could do with 
a 20-goal-a-season striker.” 

There are not many about In 
England only eight players have 
scored 20 goals in each of the 
last two seasons: Wright, Alan 
Shearer, Les Ferdinand, Rob- 
bie Fowler, Dwight Yorke, John 
Aldridge, Shaun Goater and 
Kyle Ughtbourne. Look back 
four seasons and all but Shear- 
er, Wright and Aldridge have 
dropped out. Only Wright has 
scored 20 goals in each of the 
last seven seasons. 

Wright’s obvious physical 
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Wing wonder Bastin converted master tactics into goals* 


When Cliff Bastin died, aged 79, in 
1991, obituaries touched on the key 
role he bad in the application of an 
innovative strategy that established 
Arsenal at the forefront of English 
football. 

It must be difficult for supporters 
today to imag ine a method that 
required wingers to figure regular- 
ly on the score sheet, but in the 
1932-33 season alone Bastin and Joe 
Huime got 53 of 118 goals that 
brought Arsenal the second of five 
championships in eigbt seasons. 

Devised by one of the game’s great 


thinkers. Herbert Chapman, who be- 
came manager in 1925 after leading 
Huddersfield to three successive 
championships. Arsenal’s style 
proved almost unstoppable. Credit- 


ed with introducing the “stopper" 
centre-half. Chapman built on his 
theory that a team can see too much 
of the ball. Arsenal sucked in the 
opposition and then launched 
devastating counter-attacks. 

The master-stroke in this was 
Chapman's conversion of Alex James 
from the dribbling inside- 
forward he had been at Preston to an 
artful midfield provider for Arsenal’s 
raiders. Nobody benefited more 
from the Scottish international's 
quick thinking than Bastin, who was 
only 16 when Arsenal spotted him 
playing for Exeter City at Mfetford. 

The journalist and broadcaster 
George Allison, who became Arse- 
nal's manager on Chapman's death 
in 1934, was a director when Bastin 


first cam e to the club’s attention- In 
an autobiography, published in 1948, 
Allison wrote: “The day Herbert 
Chapman and I set out for Watford 
[to watch a Watford player] was one 
of the luckiest days in Arsenal’s his- 
tory. . . our attention began to be riv- 
eted by one of the Exeter players. He 
was a pink-cheeked, fair-haired, 
st oddly built youngster, whose ap- 
pearance suggested that he should 
nave been playing in a school team 
rather than with seasoned profes- 
sionals. We had heard whispers of 
him before, but in football one 
hears many whispers concerning 
boy wonders, and we bad not then 
given Him serious thought. Now, af- 
ter 20 minutes, he was the one play- 
er on the field in whom we had any 


Ken Jones considers 
the reasons for the 
potency of Arsenal's 
striking legend 


interest. Our one thought was: How 
can we get this lad for Arsenal?" 

His mind made up. Chapman 
spoke to Exeter about Bastin 
immediately the game was over. It 
was agreed that he would join 
Arsenal for £2,000 on his 17th birth- 
day, the minim um age for a boy turn- 
ing professional. The transfer was 
completed in 1929 and by his 21st 
birthday Bastin had won all the ho- 
nours then available: championship 
and FA Cup-winners medals and, in 


1932, the first of 21 England caps. 

Probably, as a boy, I saw Bastin 
turn out in war-time football, but I 
don’t remember anything about 
him. However, one summer during 
Lhat time 1 spent a holiday on a farm 
in Essex, close to Shoeburyness 
where James was stationed in the 
Royal Artillery. He came frequent- 
ly to the farm and sometimes peo- 
ple about the place persuaded him 
to speak about football. One of the 
things I remember him telling them 
was that Bastin suffered from deaf- 
ness. Another was that Arsenal’s 
system meant that Bastin did not 
have what was known in those days 
as a partner no inside-left, because 
James operated from a deep position. 

Because there is no visual evidence 


and the players involved are long 
gone, we are left to imagine how 
Arsenal’s attacks in the early and 
mid- 19305 were built and carried ouL 
Bastin and Huime wide. Jack Lam- 
bert, later replaced by Ted Drake, a 
force through the middle; James 
deep, the other inside-forward - to 
begin with David Jack, then Ray 
Bowden - an attacking auxiliary. 

Leaving Bastin without support on 
his side of the field might have 
caused problems for other teams but 
for Arsenal it was encouragement to 
expand their attacking options. Many 
of their goals resulted from two 
passes, James to Huime and a cen- 
tre to Bastin. The lough Yorkshire 
miner Wilf Copping, remitted from 
Leeds to stiffen Arsenal’s midfield. 


spoke of James hitting long diagonal 
passes lhat Bastin would collect at 
speed when coining across the front 
of opposing right-backs. “Alex often 
didn't try to pass inside the full -back, 
over his head or to Cliffs feet. He’d 
drive the ball straight at him. An un- 
expected move it made Cliff very dif- 
ficult to mark and brought him many 
goals. He had a tremendous shot and 
could be relied on to hit the target" 
Bastin’s marvellous career was 
foreshortened by worsening deafness 
and knee injuries. He retired with 
that record of 1 78 Arsenal goals lan 
Wright is close to overtaking. There 
is no other comparison between 
them. Bastin was not the last of the 
goalscoring wingers but ty all 
accounts there were none better. 
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sport 

It often pays to stick with the devil you know even if the devils 

you know are close to drawing their footballing pensions 

wrf ir “ m . ... ." .... " ■■ - ' 


^Dalglish, has become one offoot- 
“Storing cliches, and 
DaJgUstfsdabbUflgsin the transfer 


takeagemus to work out rhar a 36X00 
house cvexy match (and a wait- 




... - . i T uia miners 

- mmostof the pies m the North-east, 

- andan income of over £13m gener- 
- atedifram the recent sale of players, 

... ; -aHadds^jtoaheal%bankbaliwe 

.... Which must mean that, despite 
:'T the apparently tight finandalxon- 
_ straiuts placed on the football club 
A ■ W the pic, Dalglish has a few bob 
K » rub together. Yet, in his attempt 
: to do what not even “the Messiah” 
t has managed to do for 71 years - 


erpoo 1 and recruited two members 
™ “ e Anfield old guard, Ian Rush 
and John Barnes; combined age; 6& 
combined transfer fee: £0. But then 
Dalglish knows a thing or two about 
signing players to win champi- 
onships, and anyway, he may well 
have a point (although heU need at 
lrast 75 to win it) . Which is that, for 
Ml the air miles docked up during 
the dose season by managers who 
returned from far flung destinations 


Phdc-X>al^hhas gone back to Liv- 


' ■ — - — ***/ Miraj *or, 

Mo or Trend in tow, the reality is that 
it often pays to stick with the devil 
y°u know rather than the devil you 
haven’t really got a due about, and 
who could end uj) costing you an arm 
and a leg and giving you a sore head 

in return. 

Even if the devils you know are 
close to drawing their footballing 
pensions, and couldn’t get into the 


first teams at Liverpool and Leeds 
respectively. Look, for example, at 
Blackburn’s Roy Hodgson, who says 
he “won't be buying any players I 
don’t know, now or in the future”; 
expect Ewood Park to be brimming 
with ex-Inter Milan, Switzerland 
and Bristol Gty stars by the year 
2000. Look, too, at Wim Jansen, 
whose two major recruits at Celtic 
have been his former Feyenoord 
charges Henrik Larsson and Red 
Blinker. 

'Hung is, being a football manag- 
er is such a precarious job that you 
can’t really blame those who play it 
safe. Howard W ilkinso n once 
claimed that “there are only two types 
of managers: those whoVe been 
sacked, and those who'll be sacked 
in the future”; and it was Wilkinson 
who, as manager of Leeds, went back 
to his old club Sheffield Wednesday 


Olivia Blair 



ON SATURDAY 


and relieved them of £ 1.75m worth 
of “talent” in Lee Chapman,- Nigel 
Worthington, John Pemberton and 
Jon Newsome. 

But WDko’s favouritism pales into 
insignificance compared to that 
shown by Ron Atkinson to Kevin 


Richardson, who is perhaps the 
palest, skinniest player ever to have 
played professional football. Cynics 
will dann BFR’s ami was to portray 
hnwwtf as more tanned and om- 
nipotent than he actually is by en- 
suring Richardson was his constant 
companion, a l th o u gh the man him- 
self will tell you it was that sweet left 
foot that did the crick. Whatever the 
reason, wherever J3FR went (to Real 
Sodedad, Aston Vila and Coventry) 
Richardson was sure to go too. 

Quite what Dave “Route one” 
Bassett saw in Glyn “on the deck” 
Hodges is more of a mystery, yet Bas- 
sett signed Hodges for Wimbledon, 
Watford and Sheffield United. Dit- 
to Graham Taylor’s preoccupation 
with Ibny Daley. Having already - 
inexplicably- launched Daley’s brief 
England career, Taylor went back lo 
Aston Vila to sign the winger for 


Wolves, where he’s been equally in- 
effective. It must have been some- 
thing in the hair. ■ 

Graeme Souness’ bond with Bar- 
ry Venison is more understand- 
able. See, Souness has always been 
an image mim and let’s face it, any- 
one's going to look good alongside 
Bazza Venison in post-match press 
conferences. So having bad first 
hand experience of Bazza’sdress 
yjKR at Liverpool, Scones lured him 
to Hirkey when he took over at 
Galatasaray, then rescued him when 
he got the Southampton job. 

Gerry Rands’ favourite pastime 
used to be si gn in g his old Bristol 
Rovers proteges -while Mark 
McGhee is another who has in un- 
healthy tendency for renewing old 
playing acquaintances (the fens won ’t 
have' anything to do with him) from 
his Treading and Leicester days. 


But none of these liaisons are as un- 
x iiwf between' TenvHur- 


jock ana jhu 

-volatile midfielder three times: for 


moreof an impact, even if the once 

... n 1 a nalhv thTW 


pronne j*uau - irrr i : t : e 

J»oals last season, and the highlight of 
Barnes’ season was that speculative 
skimmer against Southampton- But 

if anyone doubts Danish's judgment, 

they’d be as well to recall that Brian 
fl wiphj when be became Nottingham 
Forest manager in 1975. signed some 
cf the ptoyeis- John McGovern, John 
O’Hare and Archie Gemmll - who 

had helped him win the tilk with Der- 
by inl972. There was nothing senti- 
mental about it; that wasn't 
Ooughie’s style. No, be was convinced 
they could do it again. And in- 
evitably, be was right- 




I aim to 


find forward gear 


'What a strange, staccato season 
itiias been so far. Disrupted by 
internationals involving not a 
- single Englishman, by Champi- 
ons* League action featuring a 
-chib who last won the champi- 
onship between the wars, and by 
. a floodlight failure at a new hi- 
tech stadium, the stop-go start 
must make the British School of 
Motoring wish they were spon- 
soring the Premiership. 

For the dubs who had slipped 
straight into the fast lane, par- 
ticularly those like Blackburn, 
West Ham and Leicester who 
were expected merely to potter 
along, the snari-up was as wel- 
come as rush hour on the M6. 
Tb the teams spluttering in their 
wake, notably the Merseyside 


Phil Shaw looks for new beginnings in 
the weekend's Premiership programme 


farce of his on-off transfer to 
Barcelona. 

Cautioning against panic, 
Evans said: “'We have to be care- 
ful not to rip things apart after 
one bad game ” Yet his readi- 
ness to sell McManaman could 
be interpreted as doing precisely 
that. 

Blackburn have cruised to 
six points, a total they did not 
reach until November last sea- 
son. “It doesn't make us cham- 
pions,” Roy Hodgson said. 
Rovers’ new manager proving he 
has already mastered the Pre- 
mier League points system. “Liv- 
erpool will be highly motivated. 


..chibs and Aston Villa, the peri- erpoo] will be highly motivated, 
wfcod theoretically offered a chance Proper teams prepare properly.” 
- \ Vfcr much -needed retiming. Hodgson admitted be had 

Not so, the Liverpool man- tried to persuade the player 
ager, Roy Evans, complained leading Liverpool today, Paul 
yesterday. Far from the break Ince, to follow trim from In- 
allowing them to regroup after temazkmale. “Signing h im was 
- gaining a solitary point from two a realistic possibility, though to 
• games, it meant they were “left some extent we were fooled by 

to stew for 10 days”. the possibility that he’d stay at 

Evans’ mood might have Inter. When the move did come 
been better if be had been able it happened very quickly. It 
to name Robbie Fowler for the would have been difficult torus 
'4 . first time this season at Black- to break it then.” 

V - bom. Fowler aggravated a knee It is also reunion time at 

injury in training on Thursday, Goodison Park, where Danny 
thus ensuring that attention fo- Williamson and David Unswrarth 
arses on his fellow Spice Boy, are set to make their debuts for 
>’ - Steve McManaman, after the Everton and West Ham, each 


ais* 


Merson prepares for 
^Boro switch to striker 


having started the season in the 
opposition camp. For a third 
player facing ex-colleagues, the 
Croatian centre-back SLaven Bfl- 
ic, the Hammers that concern 
him most are sure to be John 
Hartson and Paul Kjtson. 

Harry Redknapp’s attacking 
duo have transformed the 
prospects for West Ham, leav- 
ing Howard Kendall envious. “I 
just hope that whatever part- 
nership we have, of Duncan Fer- 
guson and A N Other, will gel 
just as well,” the Everton man- 
ager said. 

Although Everton have 
played only once -losing at home 
to promoted Crystal Palace - 
Kendall’s problems in attracting 
top-dass recruits have created a 
mood only victory can dispel. 

Villa have used the hiatus to 
go “back to basics”, as Brian Lit- 
tle put it, successive opening 
losses having forced him to re- 
vert to three at the back at Liv- 
erpool Old Boys, aka 
Newcastle. That, m nun, means 
Dwight Yorke and Stan Colly- 
more will shed the third mem- 
ber of the strikeforce which was 
supposed to take the division by 
stonn. Sava Milosevic. 

Someone’s 100 per cent 
records must go as Leicester col- 
lide with Manchester United. 
Martin O’Neill, having beaten 






ALAN NDOON 


Nationwide League 


Paul Merson may form a potent 
hew front-tine combination with 
Fabrizk) Ravaneili as Middles- 
brough combat an industrious 
Stoke side at the Riverside 
Stadium today. . . 

Meisoo, a £5m summer sign- 
ing from Arsenal, forged a role 
with the Gunners ana England 
as a midfielder playing behind 
the front two, but he started at 
Highbury as a striker, scoring 14 
goals in their 1989 champi- 
onship-winning campaign. His 
(i.skiBs may be needed to turn 
■- around a disappointing start to 
Boro’s First Envision campaign. 

; Assistant manager, Viv An- 
derson, refused to be drawn on 
"• the potential pairing of Merson 


and Ravaneili. but with Clayton 
Blackmons out with an ankle in- 
jury and the defender Vladimir 
Kinder on World Cup duty with 
Slovakia. Anderson admits Boro 
will need their expensive sign- 
ings to be at their best to beat 
Stoke. 

He said: “Our players had a 
rude awakening in the first half 
against Charlton, and Bryan 
{Robson, the manager] and I 
were very disappointed with 
then- performance even though 
we won the game.” 

Stake’s former striker Mark 
S tein will be looking for a fresh 
'start now he is back in-the Fust 
Division. The Chelsea striker, 
who last played for the Pre- 
miership club in November 
1995, begins a two-month loan 
spell with Ipswich at Bradford. 


two of last year’s top five, will 
not sound plausible should a win 
over the champions be fol- 
lowed by his customary grati- 
tude for “three more points 
towards survival’’. 

Ian Wright needs only a sin- 
gle strike at Southampton to 
equal Cliff Bastin’s record of 
178 goals for Arsenal. like 
Wright, Leeds, at home to 
Palace, hope to score for the 
third match running. After net- 
ting in only 17 of the 38 fixtures 
last season -compared with 19 
by Wright alone - it would be 
like George Graham sporting a 
paisley bandana in the dug-out. 

Meanwhile, a first-day defeat 
at Coventry for Chelsea’s in- 
ternational all-stars, which fol- 
lowed similar surrenders at 
Leeds, Sunderland, Notting- 
ham and Middlesbrough last 
winter, should encourage 
Bamsky to believe that they can 
beat the FA Cup holders and 
throw off their Premiership “XT 
plates at Oakwell tomorrow. 


Tottenham Hotspur are signing 
Peter Nowak, Poland’s veteran 
midfielder, in an emergency 
£600,000 deaL A price was 
agreed yesterday by Nowak’s 
German dub, I860 Munich, 
and a two-year contract worth 
around £500,000 this season has 
also been negotiated ahead of a 
work permit. A consistent per-, 
former for both dub and coun- 
try, Nowak is being allowed to 
move because he could go for 
nothing at the end of the season. 

Sunderland are also waiting 
for a work permit for Jovsn 
Kirovski, an American striker 
who they have arranged to sign 
for £800,000 from Borussia 
Dortmund. They hope for bet- 
ter luck with their application 
than Manchester United had 


when who were forced to let the 
player go a year ago. 

Jim Magilton’s move from 
Southampton to Celtic has been 
called off by the Scottish chib’s 
general manager. Jock Brown. 
Brown halted negotiations for 
the Northern Ireland interna- 
tional midfield player, who had 
been told at the start of the week 
that he was Celtic's next trans- 
fer target He is out of contract 
be was allowed to start discus- 
sions about a £500,000 move. 

Celtic later confirmed that the 
31 -year-old midfielder Peter 
Grant had moved to Norwich in 
a £200,000 three-year deal and 
that the striker Jorge Cadete has 
been put up for sale. 

Ruud Gullit has criticised 
the City rumour-mongers after 
reports appeared on stoefcmar- 
ket trading screens that the 
Chelsea manager bad been 


Wales set up Brazil double 


Gascoigne to face ‘contenders’ 


Scottish footbatt 


Old Firm I see United as the 


9&&er Smith's appraisal of 
bfljpdee- Upked as con tende rs 
Premier Division 
tilfcisaa empty Satiety. R&ogers 


audTbm^NfoLeah’sside meet 
j&ftra today. a match Smith, is 

1 were the 

team that pat the best unbeat- 

T—V'i'r ' 1 i t rirt cMiffll Jtiul 


lenge. They may be a wee bit 
disappointed by starting 1 their 
league ■programme with two 
draws out they are always 
dangerous opponents." 

Paul Gascoigne returns for 


has been disrupted because of 
suspension but he bas been 
training well enough.” 

Tommy Bowman, the 
Dundee united defender, said: 


$fcr.aje Rangers i 
^ the teams < 


after a three-match ban. Smith 
added: “We have started to 
show our all-round match fit- 
ness. We need games to get 

^(jazza oPneeding a game 

more than anyone as his season 


ter we finished third last season 

and it is up to us to build on 
that. I don't think we have hit 
top gear yet; we have only re- 
ally played in fits and starts. It’s 
good that we’re playing 
Rangers ahead of the Uefa 
Orp return against Hahzonspor 
as It will concentrate our 
minds.” 


Wales are on the brink of land- 
ing a prestigious doable head- 
er with the world champions, 
Brazil. Bobby Gould’s side, rat- 
ed 90th in the world by the 
sport’s world governing body, 
Fifa, are negotiating to play the 
Brazilians home and away be- 
fore the World Cup finals start 
in France on 10 June. 

The home match would be 
played outside the principality on 
a Premiership ground near the 
Wfekh border, with Everton 7 s 
GoocfisoaFhrk;CXd , fiaflbrd,An- 
field or Villa Park the favourites. 
Negotiations began while Wales 
wens in Istanbul preparing to face 
Turkey this week. 

Thestumbling block is that the 
first match could be fixed for next 
month, while the return in ear- 


ly June next year sees the Brazil- 
ians asking for a fee to take past 
Yet Brazil trill be looking for 
preparation friendlies in Eu- 
rope to acclimatise forBttnceVS, 
and matches against Whies 
would be to their benefit 
Wales desperately need funds 

to bolster the meagre coffers of 
the Football Association of 
Wiles and a match on a major 


ner. Paying Brazil a big fee, how- 
ever, would cut into profits. 

-The game in Brazil could take 
place on 9 September, in the 
same week that England play 
Moldova at Wembley in their 
Wbrld Cup qualifying group. 

The Brazilians are so seen on 
this early match that when their 
request for Whies to go to BrazO 


on 10 September was rejected, 
they immediately-contacted the 
FAW secretary, David Collins, 
and suggested the previous day. 
Whies could not guarantee re- 
turning players to their dubs in 
time for the Saturday League 
programme if the game was 
staged on the Wednesday. The 
Brazilians are offering to pay all 
Whies’ expenses. 

Whether Whies would be able 
to secure the release of all their 
top players for a friendly-such 
as Manchester United’s Ryan 
Giggs - particularly a trip to 
South America, is debatable. 

However, the opportunity to 
give emerging Welsh players the 
chance to experience a match 
at this level could be invaluable 
to Bobby Gould’s plans. 


‘Tired’ Palmer 
satisfied with 
bronze medal 


Paul bice faces his former manager; Roy Hodgson, at Blackbun today Photograph: Allsport 

Spurs agree fee for Nowak 


killed in a car accident Such ru- 
mours could have reduced the 
price of shares in the club’s 
holding company, Chelsea Vil- 
lage, allowing dealers to profit 
when the truth emerged. 
Chelsea stopped the rumours, 
and the shares dosed 50p down. 

“For people to want to make 
a profit out of shares in this way 
is completely without taste,” 
Gullit said. 

Barnsley have failed in their 
attempt to sign the striker lain 
Dowie from West Ham in time 
for -the visit of Chelsea tomor- 
row. Their manager, Danny 
Wilson, had hoped to complete 
the £500,000 deal yesterday. 

Aston Villa have accepted 
Thanmere's offer of £60,000 for 
the striker Nefl Davis. Leeds 
have turned down a request 
from Crewe to take the transfer- 
listed Carlton Palmer on loan. 


Swimming 

JAMES PARRACK 
reports from Seville 

When Paul Palmer said he did 
not want another silver, he was 
not intending to win the bronze. 
Setting a blistering pace over the 
first quarter of the 400 metres 
freestyle here yesterday, the 
Briton was looking for his third 
gold medal of the European 
Championships, but was over- 
taken by two of Italy’s finest. 

The 19-year-old Emiliano 
Brembilla became the third 
fastest man of all time when he 
won gold in 3min 45.96sec. His 
team-mate, Massimiliano Ro- 
solino, who was also second in 
the 200m bn Tbesday, took the 
silver. 

“I don’t like malting excuses 
but I was worn out,” the 22-year- 
old Palmer said. “I knew after 
the heats that I was in trouble. 
I felt really rough. I knew this 
morning it just wasn’t on. I felt 
so powerful on Tuesday I felt I 
could have done it then." 

Palmer bad said he would go 
home disappointed if he did not 
win his specialist event, despite 
I taking gold in the 200m 
freestyle and the 4x200m relay. 
However his feelings changed 
about the bronze medal, which 
meant that Ian Black’s 1958 
record of three golds in one 
championship remained intact. 

“I can’t be disappointed with 
bronze.” said Palmer, whose 
problems had been com- 
pounded by his exhausting 
progamme and a lack of sleep, 
an essential part of a swimmer’s 
vital rest and recuperation. “I 
haven’t been able to sleep very 
well all week and it’s just caught 
up with me,” he said. 

Stockport’s Graeme Smith 
finished sixth in the same event, 
but bis performance in the 
heats will give him confidence 
for the 1,500m today. Smith is 
the Olympic bronze medallist in 
the event and will face Brem- 
billa over the longest event in 
the programme. 

In the final event last nig ht, 
Alexander Popov, the Russian 
rocket who won the 100m 
freestyle in such dramatic fash- 


ion on Thursday, led the Russ- 
ian 4x100m freestyle relay team 
to a new European record. The 
time of 3:16.85 beat their own 
time recorded in Atlanta last 
year. 

In a thrilling race for bronze, 
the Netherlands just managed 
to hold off Britain and Sweden. 
The British quartet of Nicholas 
Shackell, James Salter, Gavin 
Meadows and Mark Foster 
docked a time of 3:21 .15sec to 
beat the old British record by 
0.19 of a second. 

In the women’s 100m breast- 
stroke Jaime King again went 
dose to her personal best but 
could do little about the superb 
swim of the Hungarian, Agnes 
Kovacs, who won in a time of 
IrOS.OSsec. 

King finished eighth but 
could be satisfied with her 
week’s work after making two 
finals and setting a new British 
record in the 200m breast- 
stroke. 

Ireland’s Michelle De Bruin 
maintained her Princess Dt- 
ana-tike abQily to steal headlines 
despite not dipping a toe in the 
waterr.Shc withdrew from to- 
day’s "200m individual medley, 
an event in which she won one 
of three gold medals in Atlanta 
last year, complaining of being 
tired and the pool being too hot. 

De Bruin - the former 
Michelle Smith - has only the 
200m butterfly left to swim to- 
morrow, which means she will 
not be able to match the record 
of four individual European 
golds set by the former East 
German Ute Geweniger in 1981 
and Hungary's Kriszlina 
Egerszegi in 1993. 

Yesterday, no Briton swam 
faster in the finals than in the 
heats and the team is m need 
of a boost. Ibday is one of the 
strongest for the men and ex- 
pectations are high for Mark 
Fbster in the 50m freestyle. 
Racing against Popov, gold is 
unlikely for Fbster but be knows 
he is capable of silver. 

Barnet Cop! hall’s Neil Wil- 
ley leads the European rankings 
in the 100m backstroke and be 
and the Commonwealth cham- 
pion. Martin Harris have a 
good chance of medals. 


Shaw sees off Thome 
as Johnson also falters 


Snooker 

The veteran Willie Thorne suf- 
fered his second defeat in two 
days when be was knocked out 
of the Thailand Masters quali- 
fying competition in Plymouth 
yesterday. 

Thorne, beaten in the first 
round of the German Open on 
Thursday, again fell at the first 
hurdle, when he lost 5-4 to Troy 
Shaw. 

Joe Johnson, the 1 986 world 
champion, suffered the same 
fate, coming off second best in 
a deciding ninth-frame shoot 
out against Sean Storey, from 
Grimsty. 


Thome, who dropped out of 
the seeded top 32 playere on the 
world rankingsat the end of last 
season for the first time in 22 
years as a professional, fought 
back from 3-1 and 4-2 down to 
level at 4-4. 

However, a winning come- 
back proved beyond the 43- 
year-old from Leicester and 
Shaw won a low-scoring decider 
to advance. 

Meanwhile. Johnson, 45. 
established a 4-2 advantage hut 
Storey then began to capitalise 
on the mistakes of bis fading 
opponent and runs of 98, 50 and 
42 gave him a surprise 
victory in the last frame. 
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Model striker 

ian Wright sets the standard 
for modern forwards, page 24 


hi 


SATURDAY 28 AUGUST 1997 • THE INDEPENDEHT 

Start of the Union 

Chris Hewett on the new 
rugby season, page 22 


SIXTH TEST: England spin bowler rampant before tourists regain the initiative with three wickets before bad light halts play 


Tough Tufnell takes toll on Australia 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from The Oval 
England 180 and 52-3 
v Australia 218 


Those fully expecting to see 
England given their final mac - 
terdass of the summer would 
have bad their hopes dashed 
then reinforced by the end of 
what proved to be an en- 
thralling day’s cricket. 

Bolstered by Phil TUfhelTs re- 
markable return of 7 for 64, 
England bad bravely clawed 
their way back into this match, 
before again handing the Ini- 
tiative back to Australia as 
three wickets were lost before 
bad light brought a premature 
close to the day. 

It could - and should - have 
been England's day. After 
Tufnell’s masterful bowling per- 
formance, the mood in Eng- 
land’s sbell-dlOCked dr essing - 
room would have brightened 
considerably. 

But Australia are a resilient 
force, and their narrow first-in- 
nings lead of 38 looked gar- 
gantuan as, first, Michael 
Atherton then Alec Stewart 
and Mark Butcher were sent 
packing, the Latter to an Ibw that 
was by some distance the worst 
instance of some highly dubious 
umpiring. If any rhnnghrs of be- 
lated gloxy stSl abound, England 
will need at least a 200-run lead 
to give themselves any chance 
of victory. 

Nevertheless, if the progno- 
sis remains gloomy, this Test was 
still enlivened by Tufhell's re- 
markable bowling. The 
Middlesex spinner, has had to 
do some travelling to get to this 
point During this series he has 
travelled almost 1,100 miles 
just to collect his 12th man fee. 
But if England perhaps regret 
their reticence in introducing 
him earlier in the piece, Thfoell 
would probably settle for this 
belated jackpoL 

His unbroken spell of 34.3 
overs (272 of them yesterday) 
from the Pavilion End was as 
much a feat of endurance as 
anything else for even spinners, 
especially their fingers, get 
tired. Yet Tufnell kept turrnng 
it, his reputation as a man who 
used to balk under the pressure 
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England's Mark Butcher (fives but just fails to catch the bad in his attempt to cfismiss Australia’s Ian Healy on the second day of the sixth lest at The Oval yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


of a helpful pitch receding with 
every Australian wickeL 

With the two openers in the 
bag from the previous evening, 
the Middlesex spinner quickly 
settled into a testing groove. 
With both Andy Caddick and 
Devon Malcolm contributing 
accurate spells from the other 
end, England were able to buOd 
pressure, something they have 
not managed frequently enough 
in this series. 

When that happens some- 
thing inevitably gives and for 
once it had Made in Australia 


printed on it as Mark Waugh, 
playing low, gloved his forward 


prod to silly point Whugh, who 
has previously taken sniimers of 


has previously taken spinners of 
all creeds to the cleaners, had 
been kept ominously quiet and 
it was no more than Thfnell 
deserved after he got one to 
bounce and turn. 

Having found the right pace 
to bcrwl, Tufnell stuck to “keep- 
ing the ball in the danger area 
as often as possible”. But if it was 
a ploy calculated to give him 

Trcrxirmim h enefil s, his rikniiaBal 

of Greg Blewett owed more to 


good fortune than good crick- 
et, though Stewart’s catch to 
pouch the ball, which had actu- 
ally come byway of sweat band 
and forearm, was outstanding. 

The next catch, however, was 
pure vaudeville. Having nar- 
rowly failed to stump Ian Healy 
as Tufnell lured the wicket- 
keeper down the pitch -the TV 
replay showed his toe was 
grounded milliseconds before 
Stewart removed the bails - 
Stewart matte amends, catching 
Healy’s thick edge between his 
thighq It was a bizarre dismissal 


and as someone in the crowd 


later ioked: “That Stewart may 
not have much between his 


not have much between his 
ears, but he's got what counts 
between his legs." 

With the left-handed Shaun 
Young capping bis lest debut 
with a duck after gloving a 
snorter that bounced and 
turned out of the rough, Aus- 
tralia found themselves 162 for 
7, and England had a chance of 
taking a first-innings lead. But 
as has happened so often this 
series the tail, this time with 
Ricty Ponting, brought the 


visitors crucial runs. Indeed by 
the time Tufnell had got rid of 
Footing, to give him nb second 
seven-wicket haul in Tests, 56 
runs had been added for foe last 
three wickets. 

TufneU was well supported 
throughout, mainly by Caddick 
whose 10-over spell either side 
of lunch was, if not bis best spell 
for England, certainly his most 
aggressive- 

The selectors’ barmy decision 
to leave Caddick out at Head- 
ingley aside, he has hadagood 
series generally. Although there . 


remains a propensity to bowl far 
too many boundary balls - 
something he shares with all the 
other England pace bowlers - 
be is foe bowler that has most 
troubled Steve W&ugh, the bats- 
man whose wicket is prized 
most among both cognoscenti 
and layman alike. 

With his awkward bounce 
and occasional late swing, 
Caddick, for once bristling like 
a prize fighter rather than apol- 
ogising lie a diplomat, rapped 
tout's gloves before winning 
a rather dubious, but none the 


less deserved, leg before deck! 
sion against the doughty^ 


sion against the doughty 

Austr alian - 

It did not end there and 
when he later returned, he re- 
moved both the Shane Whrne 
and Michael Kasprowicz with! 
successive balls. 

It might have been a hat-trick 
too, had Glenn McGrath's 
wish made contact Heartening 
though it all was, however, you 
could not help but get the feel- 
ing that, like England, the tail 
Somerset paceman had left it far 
too late. -o ’ 


Caddick raises wall of sound The return of a 


In Monday’s 
24-page sports section 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


The roars that greeted Andrew 
Gaddick’s dismissal of Shane 
Wame — too late to prevent 


him helping Australia to pull 
dear of Englan d’s meagre first- 
innings total — were but whis- 
pers compared with the wall of 
sound rased when he account- 
ed for Mike Kasprowicz, 
adjudged leg before next ball 
That the hat-trick delivery 
was just out of. Glenn 
McGrath’s reach did not real- 
ly matter Caddick had done his 
bit While Fhfl t ‘CaT Thfnell was 
shredding Australian batting 
reputations at the Pavilion End, 
Caddick was steaming in from 


the Vauxhall End, still sporting 
that characteristic action copied 
from his bowling hero. Sir 
Richard Hadlee, and giving 
little away. 

However, it was only what the 
New Zealand-born Caddick 
has been doing for much of the 
summer. There was a hiccup 
around the third and fourth 
Tfests, but a spot of rehabilita- 
tion with his county, Somerset, 
and Caddick was back. 

He has now taken 59 first- 
class wickets this season, 
including two hauls of five wick- 
ets in an innings against Aus- 
tralia. The first of those was in 
the opening Test of the Ashes 
series, when he took 5 for 50; 
the second was at the beginning 


of this month in the rain-ruined 
match at Taunton. The figures 
on that occasion were only 
slightly worse, 5 for 54. 

He may have missed out on 
a big bag yesterday, but foe three 
he did pick up were 
important mme had begun to 
look dangerously confident, a six 
and three fours having taken 
him to 30 and helped him pass 
1,000 runs in Tfest cricket But his 
first wicket was a vital one to se- 
cure: Steve Waugh has been 
making runs with consummate 
ease in the latter part of the nib- 

Caddickdtd it in his 11th over. 
V&ugh was definitely beaten. 
The ball rapped a pad, Caddick 
appealed and the umpire, 


Peter Willey, was in no doubt 
There was a feeling that Waugh 
had been a trifle 
unlucky and that the ball would 
not have hit a fifth stump, but 
foe decision went against him. 

Importantly, it had stopped 
the tourists in their tracks. 

Caddick’s contribution may 
have been more modest in 
numbers of wickets, but the sup- 
port which he gave to Tufnell 
bas gone a long way to restor- 
ing that confidence which the 
coach, David Lloyd, feared had 
deserted his charges after their 
first-day humiliation. 

At least the Australians were 
kept in check. The onus is on 
the England batsmen once 
more. 


confident man 
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1 Illegally potted pink placed 2 Head accepting private in- 
on foe table? (7. 6) vestigatofs view (7) 

10 Stir occasioned by a wicket 3 Fellow making crack? Bit of 


after appeaTs accepted? (7) a cheek (4) 

11 Dark green case about 4 Like the knell-tolling cur- 


version) 7(7) 

5 Shell found by puzzled lo- 
cals on pier, originally (7) 

6 One of the signs of sum- 
mer? (4) 

7 Instrument from old jalopy 


11 Dark green case about 4 UKe the knell-tolling cur- 

which there’s a difficulty (7) few (English and Gaelic 

12 Whding bird found in one versfon)f(7) 

British island (4) 5 Shell found by puzzled lo- 

13 All the horses involved in a cals onjpier, originally (7) 

battle (5) 6 One of the signs of sum- 

14 Point with which many a sci- mer?(4) 

entist concludes? (A) 7 Instrument from old jalopy 

17 Drug information provided in Australia (7) 

by edifying children’s book? 8 Larceny? (6, 7) 

m _ 9 Visual aids mrectly in front 

1 8 Dull gin shown in picture of the pupils? (7, 6) 

0 15 Plan which involves air- 

19 Ominous as the story of men in data trananisskm 

dotho. L a c hesis and Atro- (5) 

pos? (7) 16 Now Scottish runner’s swal- 

22 Indefinitely postpone hav- lowed overdose (5) 


in Australia (7) 

8 Larceny? (6. 7) 

9 Visual aids directly in front 


While England’s batting in their 
second innings may have taken 
some of the gloss off Phil 
Tufhell’s magnificent bowling, it 
must not be allowed to cover up 
a performance of real charac- 
ter from a bowler who bad 
every reason to believe he had 
been harshly treated. 

No doubt it is much better to 
be selected in foe original squad 
for a Test and then be left out 
on the day than not to be se- 
lected at alL But when it hap- 
pens five times in a row it must 
be dispiriting to say the least. 

TUmeU’s temperament and 
his behaviour on and off foe 
field has, in the past, left a con- 
aderable question mark over his 
name. But on last winter’s tours ' 
of Zimbabwe and New Zealand 
be was a reformed character and 
no longer the disgruntled 
loner of previous tours. ■ 

None the less, it was difficult 
not to feel that there was still 
likely to be a substantial self- 
destruct button lurking some- 
where waiting to be pressed. It 
was just such a situation as this 
which might have sparked off 
foe instinct to push it, especially 

when his rival, Robot Croft, foe 
only spinner in the side, had not 
been bowling well. 


It was greatly to TUfiiell's 
credit that be did not let tins out- 
wardly worry him. Five times he 
returned to county cricket with 
Middlesex and got on with the 
job of tekzugwickets. He did not 
let this constant last-minute 
rejection unsettle him. 

He was rewarded in foe end , 



The whole game is a rat race with; -S 
people stabbing you in the back and - 
trying to cut your throat, and only the 
biggest rat will win.' I- '■/- 

Kieren Fallon, foe former bad boy •" 
ahead of foe pack in foe race to be -top 
jockey, talks to Richard Edmondson -’' 




o — -f — ; ; , . 

pitch for spinners m this senes, 
and be could not have taken it 
better. There was something 
delightfully cheeky, faintly 
rebellious and impressively self- 




confident - a quality be lacked 
for so lone - snout his bowling 




for so long - about his bowling 
at Hie Oral. 

jft is fair to say that he bowled 
like an Australian. He was 
always at foe batsman and once 
be had established a superior- 
ity, which be did when he 
bowled Matthew Elliott in his 
very first over, he made sure it 
did not slip away. His enthusi- 
asm was infectious as his 
control was superb and he 
bowled like a man who knew he 
was going to take wickets. 

It may be that Thfnell’s 
re-emergence as a left-arm spin 
bonder and a strong competitor 
will be England's only gain 
from this last TesL Even so, it 
may easily turn out to be a very 
considerable gain. 
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In this guise, Thfnell is a 
most formidable bowler. 


c f haf ** of He*s trapped in.a desolate 
landscape of ash and rock. Chained to the ruins of his 
owner s house. There’s nothing to eat Nothing to drink. 
And the volcano that destroyed his home is still active. 
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'Indefinitely postpone hav- lowed overdose (5) 
ing fractal hanging in part 20 Canvas of Fighting 
of church (7) Temeraire hung here? (7) 


Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 
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of church (7) Temeraire hung here? (7) 

24 See inside Ram eses’ pyra- 21 American footballer pro- 

- mid (4) during form of 

25 Insubstantial meal ulti- melanin (7) 

mateW thrown into fire (5) 22 Many deeds in^ which man’s 

26 Article about Japanese dra- shown distinctive charac- 

ma few unknown author (4) teristks (7) 

29 Wrecked main RUC intel- 23 Chief Education Officer 

figence HQ (7) securing books including 

30 Imitate English naval offi- Bible for smal l sum in Lis- 

■ cer going around centre of bon '(7) 
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S o, he would forget that 
they were agent and 
client and write a 
letter as a human 
being. No attacks or 
accusations or complaints but 
just a simple and moving epistle 
of frankness. Yes - he would 
bare his heart 
“Dear Michael, you know 
that once I was considered a 
unique actor” - no, strike that 
- “a very good actor” - no, 
that’s too soft - ‘"‘an actor of 
great promise” - no, that’s too 
youthful. It should be some- 
thing more of a confessional 
about life and times; the diffi- 
' cutties, the strains, the hopes. 
Basically how we need each 
other - we should speak more, 
have a glass of wine together, 
talk about our hopes, aspir- 
ations and dreams. Share them 
like a picnic. We should talk 
-about how we afl inhabit a small. . 
world, and how we people this 
little world 

- jH thought of penning such a . 
- lefter. But something in him 
feaew that in this bitter, cynical 
ag£ such emotional gestures 
might be construed as cringing 
begging. What be feared, above 
atijWasroockeiy. 
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C* T&E AGENCY was a factory 
^ fo| die face that fits; the type, 
these* - forget about acting for 



’ ^nqfr.They might not even have 
to read your missive, but 
it was, taking seed m 

. to lop him off the 

■ J^Shse, fiat they haven’t got the 
•. J>; Vink or indeed the decency, to 
: • j T sa?iL They expect that, jnst by 
i; ?• tiw$»r sflence, (.the low ethics of 
tf'4: . tbs -yellow gutless coward), 
.theylisigrial it to the actor. 
i'*V Silence; only silence, and 
f:*;-' ;eaid> day’s sHence adds weight 


to the day before and you, 
Harry, are expected to con- 
strue in this silence a message 
saying, “we have no need of 
your services nor feel we can 
help you in any way”. That’s 
what it is meant to say. 

But it also says, “The pool is 
over-iuli. You haven’t earned a 
penny for us in years and each 
second that you spend abusing 
our secretaries costs ns money. 
In fact you are a liability. In fact 
you don’t even merit the cost of 
a letter. And since I am the king 
of sieaze-agents I can do any- 
thing Morality, ethics, values, 
and human decency don’t rule 
me. The markets guide me, and 
you are worthless. So take off.” 

' THAT’S WHAT H thought. 
And each day - each hour- the 
pain of the drum beating into 
his brain concussed him. If only 
it didn’t all matter so much. 

Why did it? Surely he might 
find another agent who 
respected his artistry. He bad 
often considered it. Whs it the 
rejection itself that hurt? Were 
the roots long and deep? Per- 
haps they led back to a father 
who neglected him as a youth 
and poured scorn on his 
attempts to become an actor 
The next day he sat down and ■ 
made a list of other leading 
managements he would not be 
ashamed to be with. He rang 
them one at a time, but the 
replies were ail curiously simi- . 
Jar. They said that they admired 
his work, but that unfortunately 
their books were ftilL They 
added that it wouldn’t be fair to 
hfm to take Him on without 
being able to give the kind of 


WORDS OF THE WEEK 

The perfect 
kiss-off: flattery, 
then the boot 


Steven Berkoff, 
right, has been 
reading a selection 
of short stories on 
Radio 4. This is an 
extract from The 
Agent 1 , a bleak tale 
about an actor who 
cannot find work 

sensitive handling and time he 
deserved. Thus the perfect kiss- 
off - flattering yon while giving 
you the boot! 

However, after a week of 
phoning and polite, respectful 
rejections, H came to the con- 
clusion that, although he 
believed his talents were indeed 
unique, exceptional and orig- 
inal, they were just not suited 
for this quotidian world of pre- 
dictable roles and simplistic 
characterisations. He was not 
going to crawl to the third- 
division agents from whence 
he had begun his arduous climb 
upwards 30 years ago. No, it 
would be too ignominious to 
have one’s name in the actor’s 



| directory with your credits listed 
underneath a third-class agent 
This would suggest, by implic- 
ation, that you, Harry, were a 
third-class actor* No. Never. , 

BUT THfeRE was one agent 
left who, he had no doubt, 
would understand his gifts. H 
had, at various times in the past, 
considered him. But, like all 
really good actors, he’d never 
felt quite ready - or, for that 
matter, worthy. Now he was 
considering the possibility once 
again. Whereas before it had 
been pure fantasy, and self- 
dramatisation, circumstances 
were now gen tty nudging him to 
more realistic solutions. He was 


out on a plank, and was being 
pushed, albeit gradually. He 
could look down and see, far 
below, the writhing limbs of the 
unemployed actors who were 
drowning in the agonies of their 
frustration. Exhausted, swim- 
ming from rock to rock, seeking 
solace in small jobs, and then 
being washed away by the sheer 
force of the mass behind them. 

Wfcs H ready to jump back 
into that throng? Was he ready 
to eke out a life as a player of 
bits and pieces - the odd telly 
work, or jobs teaching louts at 
some dreadful drama school? 
Their interest in the art of clas- 
sical speech was minimal com- 
pared to their fantasies of star- 
ring as gun-toting serial killers. 

As a young actor he was no 
less devoted than a priest to the 
cloth and, while not exactly a 
celibate, had never really 
fanned deep relationships. In 
lonely and meditative moments, 
be gave the instability of his pro- ; 
fession as his excuse. And, any- 
way, he wanted nothing to inter- 
fere with bis goal of being a 
servant of the classics. 

In the early days his light was 
seen to shine in some of the 
major reps. He drew many 
admirers of his dazzling Petru- 
chio, his Satanic Macbeth, his 
sensitive Richard II. 

But the temptation to earn 
money in long Wfest End runs of 
thrillers, reduced the glow 
somewhat It was onty the lack 
of more classical roles that 
made this fall from grace nec- 
essary. 

ALL THIS explains this devo- 
tee’s lack of a wife or family. 
They would have made 


• = demands on his love and 
energy, which would temper 
the single-minded and obsessive 
drive which the gods demand 
before their gifts will be 
bestowed. But he had to admit 
that his devotion was to a rather 
tough god. This god was one 
which reminded him of his 
father and realty had, as yet, 
rewarded him with nothing 
except isolation. Perhaps one 
carries the father patterns like 
a tape within one, and in some 
inevitable way constructs one’s 
own rejection. 

Qmsequently, it will be per- 
ceived that the agents’ neglect 
of the simple dues of respectful 
behaviour, which might have 
earned contempt in a healthy 
body, opened in Harry a wound 
a mile wide. Into it flew every 
doubt he ever had. He felt he 
was in a void. 

But the one agent he had 
resisted would without doubt 
take him on to his books -as he 
does eventually with everyone. 
For none shall escape him. 
Being methodical, as behoves 
bachelor actors, H made his will 
and settled his affairs. Then, in 
an act that had a touch of 
theatricality about it, he calmly 
threw himself under a train at 
Leicester Square Tube. 

THIS WAS a tad uncharacter- 
istically thoughtless of H. It 
must have demonstrated the 
stress he was under. 

For, had he known what chaos 
this was to cause on the Pic- 
cadilly Line that afternoon, his 
own natural, touching concern 
not to cause others discomfort 
would surety have led him to 
make a less conspicuous exit. 

The' Agent is repeated tonight at 
12.30 am on Radio 4. 
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WORDS FOR THE WEEKEND 





' Where did 
Leonardo da 
Vinci come 
from? For an 
answer, you 
can bank on 
Bill Hartston 


// Jt re banks open on a bank holi- 
M day?” I innocently asked my 
/ iwife once. As soon as the words 
were out of my mouth, I realised that I 
had committed a Manly Daily. The term 
is used to describe a question of such bla- 
tant inanity that it answers itself Not just 
any old blindingly stupid question, such 
as “How are the English cricket team 
doing?” but one in which the answer is 
shouted out in the formulation of the 
question itself 

The expression dates back to a holiday 
I spent in Australia several years ago. A 
friend of mine had been running an event 
in Manly, a suburb of Sydney, and wason 
the phone to the tocal.paper. On hear- 
ing that a piece would appear in theft next 
issue, nay friend asked: “How often does 
the Mdrtty Daily come out?” 

Perhaps the dearest example of the 



genre, however, was uttered in the office 
of this very newspaper, when I heard one 
journalist ask our then transport corre- 
spondent, Christian Wolmar, ‘Are you 
Jewish, Christian?” (And while on the 
subject of Mr Christian, I must confess 
to having been flummoxed for some 
time when I was asked the name of the 
ship in Mutiny on the Bounty.) 

A friend once admitted to having the 
following conversation with a librarian: 

“Do you have The Diary of Anne hankV 

“Doyou know die nameof the author?" 

“Sony, no.” 

The reason Manly Daily s are so easily 
perpetrated is that in every case one 
neglects the primary meaning of a word 
because it has become embedded In a 
larger phrase; 

A bank holiday is no longer primarily 
a da}' on which tanks are closed; it’s our 


holiday, not theirs, and might as well be 
a bang collie day for aU we care; The Diary 
of Anne Frank is a book and film, not 
Anne Frank's diary; and Daily is just 
another word for a newspaper, like 
Gazette or News. 

If yon are in the habit of asking people 
what day of the week Good Friday falls on 
this year, or what time the Ten O'clock 
News is on (it’s about five past ten if there's 
football before it - do the Trades Descrip- 
tions people know about this?), or what 
town Leonardo da Vinci came from, then 
you mi ght like to consider becoming a 
physician. An Oxford classics student I 
knew once went to his doctor and com- 
plained of pain between his ribs. “Ah," 
said the doctor, “you’ve got imracostal 
neundgiaJ’ 

“That’s what I said,” replied the clas- 
sicist, sounding most unimpressed. 



Games, crossword 2 

Arts, reviews 4&5 

Books 6,7,8 

AH consuming 16-17 

Motoring 19 

Money, property 20-24 

TV, radio reviews 25 

Today’s TV Back page 


The Bank of England - closed on Monday 



Vane-glorious 








/ / | opened as usual with l.e4, but was 
B " I rather surprised when he replied 
I with ‘nl5’ and told me this was the 
I Go tournament Thinking quickly, I 
played T23 and informed him that 1 had sunk 
his battleship, which would have been fine if 
be hadn’t passed me the doubling cube and 
used all his seven letters in forming the word 
NO-TRUMP on a triple word score. Luckily 
for me, he fell down a snake the next move 
and I was back in the game." 

At least 1 think that was what the man in 
the Meatloaf T-shirt said as I passed him at 
the Mind Sports Olympiad at the Royal Fes- 
tival HalL Or it may have been half a dozen 
other chaps in six other T-shirts. Sprawled 
over six floors of the building, the Mind Sports . 
Olympiad comprises competitions in 39 dif- 
ferent games. From well-established inter- 
national mental sports such as chess, draughts, 
bridge and backgammon, through the orien- 
tal world of Shogi, Go and Chinese Chess, the 
African Oware (in which the players appear 
to be absent-mindedly shifting olive stones 
between cocktail dishes), there is also room 
for Scrabble. Skat (a card game popular in 
Germany), Jigsaws, Othello, Rummikub, 
Speed Reading, memoiy and IQ tests, and a 
host of things I had never seen before, with 
names such as Abalone and Fanorona. There 
is even a Hare & Tortoise competition. My 
money’s on the Tortoise. 

With 1,000 entrants signed up before the 
event began, and another 250 enrolling for 


No rest from mental fight 


The organisers of the first Mind Sports 
Olympiad believe that thinking can broaden 
the mind. William Hartston is not so sure 


onds flat, or a string of some 2D0 digits, or reel 
off the answers to all the questions ever seen 
in Trivial Pursuit, he is dearly a bright chap. 
Fit, well-dressed and having a wide range of 
interests, he stands out from the average 
group of contestants. Having trained himself 


competitions on the first day, the event has 
surpassed expectations. Thanks to sponsor- 
ship from the Swedish insurance giant Skan- 
dia. the total prize fond is over £70,000 with 
an additional £35.000 in goods. . 

Organisationally, the whole thing appears 
- perhaps inevitably - rather shambolic. 
Apart from the medal ceremonies, with their 
garish trumpet-fanfare- adorned pomp, there 
was little sign of any co-ordination between 
the various events. The banners festooned 
around the building confirmed that everything 
was part of one unified event, but the only real 
confirmation was the constant sight of 
harassed-Jooking members of the organising 
committee, either collapsed in the press 
room or, more often, wandering up and down 
the stairs taking to each other wearily through 
earpieces. But perhaps the Olympic Games 
themselves are much the same. 

By holding so many events under one roof, 
and attracting several world champions, even 
in events that most of us didn’t even realise 
held a world championship, , the first Mind 
Sports Olympiad has undoubtedly succeeded 
in one objective: this is the greatest Games- 
fest ever seen in Britain. But there must be 


considerable doubt about whether the event 
has supported the organisers' underlying 
beliefs about intellectual games. 

The event was the brainchild of Tony 
Buzan, a lecturer and consultant who runs 
courses designed to enhance people's men- 
tal capacities, and chess grandmaster Ray- 
mond Keene. Both have long propagated the 
view that intellectual games are good for you. 
"Mens sana in corpore sano says Buzan 
whenever he is given the chance. One of those 
unhealthily fit-looking 55-year-olds who 
bound around exuding energy, Buzan main- 
tains that physical and mental fitness go hand 
in hand. At die Festival Hall this week, how- 
ever, “mens sana in pot-belly protruding 
between jeans and T-shirt" might have been 
a more appropriate motto. 

The question is whether playing intellec- 
tual games really helps develop the mind for 
more practical purposes, and the evidence is 
less clear than the Mind Sports proponents 
like to believe. Take the world memory 
champion, Dominic O’Brien, for example, 
who is hoping to confirm his supremacy in the 
Memory event at the Olympiad. Able to 
memorise an entire pack of cards in 40 sec- 


be now does it for a Irving. And that is the 
great sorrow of intellectual games. 

Just think of all those great minds battling 
away on the South Bank - people who are the 
best in the world at their particular areas of 
mental expertise. And what do they choose 
to do with their finely honed minds? They play 
draughts, remember long strings of digits, and 
shuffle olive pips. 

Why do these fine minds not offer their ser- 
vices to London Underground to help them 
put up signs at sensible places in Waterloosta- 
tion so that people can find their way to the 
South Bank in the first place? Why do they 
not design an all-British Millennium Dome? 

The answer is that playing games weO is not 
good for you at all. It's playing games badly 
that helps mental development. Learning a 
game is mind-stretching, but once you. have 
gained sufficient expertise at chess, bridge or 
gin rummy, all you’re doing is improving your 
skills in one narrow direction. It’s the losers 
at this Olympiad who deserve the medals. 

WiUiani Hartston will begh'ing contestants silly 
things to do in the Mind Sports Olympiad Cre- 
ativity competition this morning. 
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Games people play 

pandora Mdly learns to. catch old ladies with rum 


Alexander Ttayiui, Marquess of Bath, 65, writer and .painter 


Butterfly-collecting has died out completely. It was once a 
passioD in my fifeand,ibr a teenager, T faad a very good 
collection. Recently I fond a letter home in which I said Td just 
caught an old lady. I remember my mother’s bewilderment - 
because she didn’t realise that old ladies are moths, which is 
not usual for every mother to. know. 

There was a butterfly-collecting fraternity at school The 
others called us the Buggers, but we would have-preferred if 
they had called us entomologists. We made night excursions r 
and sugared the trees to catch moths. You mix treacle and rum, 
and smear it on the bark, and the moths smell it from a long 
way awayl and come and eat ft. Once they've bad a bit of rum, - 
they become dopey, and you draft have to run very fast to 
catch them. Drunken moths. Rum is the secret Of all the 


glories. 

I know that butterfij^collecting is often held up as a symbol 
of something sinister if you go stalking after butterflies, you 
must be a stalker but I don’t think we thought of .it like that. It 
■was more for the love of nature; an excuse to be walking 
around the woods and making a collection of the beautiful _ 
things you see when you go on walks. A butterfly collection is a 
reminder of those hours spent strolling through nature. - 

When I took my English butterflies to France to add to rqy 
French collection, some horrible little mites got in, and my 
butterflies became a bigbanquet for them. It looked so - 
miserable to leave a lot of bodiless wings in a box, so I'm afraid 


Backgammon Chris Bray 


A pea-souper had descended on London and it was oddly quiet 
in our rooms in Baker Street Holmes mused before a roaring 
fire, apparently oblivious to all around him. 

“Holmes, I wonder if I may venture a question on your 
favourite game?" 

“By all means, Watson. My case load contains nothing of 
great moment, so what better way to spend an evening?” 

“I have noticed that when I play my pace is constant I roll 
the dice, study the candidate moves as you have taught me, ' 
make my selection and move my men. Yet when I watch you, I 
notice that you play some moves with no apparent thought . 
whilst others take a considerable time. You take the longest 
time of all when dealing with cube derisions.” 

“Ah, Watson,” replied the great detective, “you have hit upon 
a key factor of successful backgammon. You cannot play like an 
automaton. This is a highly complex game even to someone of 
my intellect It is true that there are positions where the 
difference in equity between two possible moves is minute. For 
example the play of a “1” in a bear-off. In such instances I mil 
often move quickly and conserve my mental energy for the 
more difficult decisions. Playing top-class backgammon is very 
tiring and you should not expend energy needlessly. 

“On many moves my choice may affect the type of game that 
will result; on others there may well be a huge equity difference 
between two candidates. In these situations I will take the time, 
to apply my knowledge and techniques to make sure that I 
make the right choice more often than not. Even great players 
are said to make the best move only 80 per cent of the time and 
my research shows that even this estimate may be too high. As 
for doubling, look at it this way. In a game you may make 30 
moves-but you are likely to have to make no more than two 
doubling cube decisions. It is therefore worth investing the time 
to evaluate the position accurately. As I have told you before, 
the largest errors made when moving the men do not begin to 
equal the equity given away by bad cube derisions.” 

“Thank you. Holmes. As ever, a lucid explanation.” . 

“Rudimentary, my dear Watson.” 


Tba usual SatanJay Games Page omasa crossword, cfcess, btidga and per- 
plexity features will return next weak. 


Concise 

Across 

I Non-violent opposition (7,10) 
10 Not requiring oxygen (9) 

15 National quality controllers 
(7,9,11) 

16 To do with physicians (6) 

17 Rare (10) 

18 More majestic (9) 

20 Native of southern Spain (10) 

2 1 Make up (prescription) (8) 

24 Cut viciously (7) 

27 Aridity (7) 

29 Showing peevish impatience (8) 

30 Decorator's item (5-5) 

34 State of serfdom ( 1 1) 

37 Sleeveless vest (7) 

38 Washer to protect electrical 
wire (7) 

39 Unit of radiation dose (7) 

40 Quick (5) 

42 Canines (3-5) 

43 Curved supporting structure (4) 

45 Makes noise of small dog (4) 

46 Upper-body garment t'S) 

48 Put clothes on (5» 

49 Native of south-east Asian 
country (7) 

51 Touching line (7) 

52 Wanton damagers of property (7) 

53 Italian national policemen (U) 

55 Interpretation of charts (3-7) 

56 Best time (44) 

57 Art us.ing everyday material (7) 
60 Roaming round (2,5) 

62 Those who reproduce an 
event (8) 

63 Item to fill a deficiency (4-6) 

66 The hour of the place (5.4) 

69 Spring items of confectionery 

(6,4) 

71 Put up resistance (6) 

73 Female emergency welfare 
organisation (5*1 ,5,9,7) 

74 Crockery for main meal (63) 

75 As if happening in a 
fantasy (5-2-10) 
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Down _ 

! Tannoy. say (6.7,6) 15 

2 April 23rd for George? (5' 13) “ 

3 Fust (7) 

4 Sound reflection (4) ~ 

5 Cox or Granny Smith (6,5) 

6 Take no notice of (6) 

7 Sedated (13) _ 

8 Poke gently (5) 20 

9 In being (8) |— 

10 Fools (5) j 

1 1 Beasts (7) __ 

12 Way from A to B (5) 27 

13 It requires clocks to be put forward here — 
(7j64) 

14 Put in middle (7) — 

19 Requests (4) 

22 Atonement for sin (7) ■“ 

23 Precision (9) 

25 Ancient name of Great Britain (6) 30 

26 Let it stand (4) 

28 High (6) r~ 

31 Late place of entertainment (9) _ 

32 Do or say exactly the right thing (33.4234) 45 

33 Wool clipped from sheep (6) _ 

35 An intentional bump on the road (8,9) 

36 Given for safe-keeping (9) — - 

40 Condition of being apt (9) 51 

41 Dance or dance tune (6) t — 

44 Angle (6) 

47 Pragmatic person (7) 55” 

48 Low pressure container glowing from 

electrical current (94) gg 

50 A covering (6) 

53 Manage (4) 60 

54 Rabbit-sized marsupial (3-8) __ 

57 Change direction (4) 

58 Italian equivalent of Miss (9) __ 

59 Evergreen shrub with rose-tike flowers IS) 66 

60 Permitted (7) — 

61 People who move to another country (7) 

64 Nero, say (7) 

65 Scientist of gravity (6) 

67 Thrust forward (5) 

68 Middle-eastern country (5) 

70 Finland (5) 74" 

72 Manipulated (4) 
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Cryptic 

Across 

I Give too much for inspired salary? 
(3,734) 

10 One catching fish in the sea tinds 
answer in amalgamation (9) 

15 Make normal use of tobacco there. 

(34-2443.5.2) 

16 Old German chemist gives story con 

siderable backing (6) 

17 Sporting types retain an impression 
of the plans (10) 

18 Demolish underworld person s 
status (9) 

20 Old car worker is exultant (i v; 

21 Was monarch keeping sabbath in a 


submissive state? (8) 

24 Makes nice arrangement of leaves 

C 4 - 3 ) 

27 Leg failing? Your walking wot t then 
be this (2-5) 

29 Spilling the beans on former spouse 
acting as model (8) 

30 Former Royal name for wood and 
hill in South Africa (10) 

34 As meeting is bad formulates a 
puzzle (11) 

37 Note TV company’s nerve-centres 
.(7) 

38 Here’s nothing to restrict what one 

thinks (7) 

39 Apt site making pies (7) 

40 Journalists having 00 drink to keep 
down (5) 

42 Students backing not very senous 


cause of the day? (8) 

43 A fish jelly (4) 

45 Blades cut bead off swine <4> 

46 Victory in Europe secured by one 
bringing ashore sweet-smelling plant 
( 8 ) 

48 Woman would like some of their 
energy (5). 

49 In general, deliveries to everyone 1 7) 

51 Irish unit seizing gold compound 
yielding metal i4_3) 

52 Chap conceals gun, say. in clothing 
(7) 

53 The ordinary MP is to suppon 
Bishops and Queen? (Ill 

55 One left no excessive praise for 
knotty state (10) 

56 Cry of surprise cleared other ranks 
from the passage (8) 


57 See lid come off with an agreeable 
sound (7) 

60 Saying little non-clerical about study 

62 Professional fellow refs anew, gels 
presents (S) 

63 Artist to libel cruelly, suppressing 
natural response < 10) 

b6 Perhaps the day of the psychiatrist 
is in decline? (9) 

69 Cogitates changes to second 
scientific study (10) 

7 I Asian person returns greeting in 
Italian port (6> 

73 Honour for chap doling out pub spirit 
measures? (7.9,1 1 ) 

74 Give in on French regicide? (9) 

75 Perhaps Capability Brown comes 
ashore on headland with Adam? (9JK) 


Down 

1 Bang goes the planet with this? (109) 

2 Th-ary is changed in good exchanges of tittle con 
sequence (9) 

3 An unnatural element of overacting involving one 
Hun's portrayal (7) 

4 Hated to gel led away, it's a curse (4) 

5 Comfortable over stays of Wild West eharacters ,> 
(I!) 

6 Drying doth about right for garden implement (6) 

7 Mistreated computer gives these signals 
indicating one's human? (5.8 ) 

S Hunter willing to participate to capture South 
American port (5) 

9 Yet a minimal price for service (8) 

10 Wandering nomad spirit 15) 

1 1 Opposes island getting swamped in holidays (7) 

12 A right under to a distinctive fragrance (5) 


13 Make the logo price sharp, an optical astronomer 
might buy it (17) 

14 Go back to deal with complaint again? (7) 

19 Rough type of craft, hard to get in (4) 

22 Gains after initial loss of a succession of bats 

men (7) 1 

23 A nip is taken in tea. designed to make an impact 
(9) 

25 Game time at Irish place (6) 

26 No drink to be sent up in symphony? (4) 

28 Current American writer of a bit of verse (6) 

3 1 Company doctor pursues taste for something 
supposed to make a fine search? (9) 

32 Doctor soldier and priest taking action with 
hesi tation about it (7,1 2) 

33 One leaving Spanish Fascists could keep on rails 
with this (6) 

35 Within the last month speaker has become a 
painter? (89) 

36 Will try to change name on time (9) 

40 Look at band of similar people (4,5) 

4 1 Put up with some forbidden duress (6) 

44 Know man putting up doghouse (6) 

47 Utter feel for changes (4,3) 

48 Program reset printers for multilingual woman? 
(13) 

50 No lines in writer which could get up your nose 
irritatingly (6) 

53 Endure British fish (4) 

54 Car, good French roadster, the ultimate in 
greenness? (6.5) 

57 Speechless male on Australian truck (4) 

58 Spotted animal from part of Croatia (9) 

59 Bank on the Spanish producing verse of low 
quality (8) 

60 Not so much restricting boy as giving 
instructions (7) 

61 Behaved like a toad - stomach came first (7) 

64 Pestered to join church covered with greenery 
(7) 

65 Awfully ratty about one yellowish-white 
powder (6) 

67 Expesslou of surprise on leaving French coast 
road, finding agreeable spot (5) 

68 Number three possibly (5) 

70 Outsize container of old Italian people (5) 

72 The place of anagrams (4) 


How to enter 

The first correct cryptic solution will 
win the Oxford Companions to British 
History, English Literature and English 
Language. The first six cryptic runners-, 
up and the first six concise runners-up 
will each receive a copy of The Oxford 
Companion to English Literature. Mark 
entries “Concise Jumbo” or “Cryptic - 
Jumbo” and send them to POJ3ox . . : 
4015, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL. Entries to arrive, by - 
noon on Thursday, 4 September. 
Solutions and winners’ names will • 
appear on Saturday, 6 September. ■ ^ 
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John Walsh 

talks to 

Magnus Magnusson 

he black executioner’s chair, now repos- 
mg in Magnus Magnusson ’s Glasgow 
home, is smaller than you'd expect its 
ereased leather worn to a chamois soft- 
ness from the 1,400-odd quaking bottoms 
^at have sat on it over the 25 years of Mhiermind. 
■Look, I said, the arm-rests have become all sil- 
vered and pitted because of all the straining, 
sweaty hands that have clutched them in agoniS 
of information-retrieval... “No no,” said Mag- 
nusson equably, “that’s because the metal supports 
have become loosened from all its journeys across 
the UK. It's just normal wear and tear.” 

Oh blast Any fan of the BBC's most legendar- 
ity challenging quiz show would prefer to believe 
m the chains iconic status as a torture victim’s throne 
than in the boring reality. Despite Magnus’s cheery, 
off-camera warm-up cry to contenders that “It’s only 
a bloody game*', a considerable army of job-frus- 
trated show-offs, pub-quiz colossi and chenille- 
skirted know-alls have come to regard Mastermind 
as the ultimate arena of intelligence on display- the 
Star Chamber where their knowledge of Byzantine 
ceramics, their weird, hermitic familiari ty with the 
life of Pope Innocent HI will allow them to make 
the transition from sad, fact-harbouring bore to 
nationally renowned intellectual giant 

In a couple of weeks, the greaf quiz will be his- 
tory, its doomy signature-tune (“Approaching Men- 
ace'' by Neil Richardson) will be heard no more, 
its Caithness Glass rose-bowl trophies become col- 
lectors’ items at posh car-boot sales, and its patri- 
cian, Scots- Ice Ian die inquisitor wiD be looking for 
something else to occupy his spare time. 

The chair, with its sternly functional lines, looks 
out of place in Magnusson's handsome haut-bo\iT- 
geois living-room. There’s a long comfy sofa, acces- 
sorised tty its owner's pipe and tartan slippers. On 
the walls, several ofl paintings suggestive of ele- 
mental disarray- Mayhill trains in the rain, a stormy 
landscape of windswept Scandinavian barns, an 
Auberbach-ish portrait - loom over the figure of 
M agnusson's sweet grandson, Magnus minimus, his 
daughter SaBy's youngest child, as he.plinks along 
the family grand piano and goes in search of choco- 
late bourbons. Magnus nuudmus, now 67, proudly. . 
displays his accumulated glassware: an Irish lead 
ciykal rendering of the famous chair, a rose bowl 
of his very own from the Caithness craftsmen, and 
a jar of sweets from a neighbour, its cotton lid 
embroidered with the words: “Magnus. I started 
19 72. 1 finished 1997.” 

The great man is too busy for comfort today, dis- 
tracted by a clamour of ringing telephones, pho- 
tographers, a flock of media-circus buzzards alerted 
by both the demise of Mastermind and the launch 
of a history of the show by Magnusson himself (pub- 
lished on 4 September). He is charming and funny 
throughout, however, patiently rehearsing anec- 
dotes, recalling names and scores and passes with 
the utmost interest as if it were his whole life. Which 
it isn't, of course, as you can see from his Who's Who 
entry, you need a jeweller's lens to find the single 
mention of Mastermind amid the flood of popular 
history books (on Iceland, Scotland and Ireland), 
archaeology works and beBe-lettres {Strange Stories, 
Amazing Facts ; Pass the Port), not to mention the 
dozen translations from Icelandic sagas, Jhe 
umpteen “contributions” and “introductions” to 
other books, the university fellowships and honorary 
degrees and dignified committees he’s chaired in his 
busy life. Did he care that all this eclectic achieve- 
ment was overshadowed by Mastermind? * 

“It’s eclipsed the other things as far as the gen- 
era] public is concerned,” he said, in that judicious 
and trustworthy Scots burr. “But before I did Mas- 
termind, I was doing very worthy and earnest work 
on ChmrUde [the popular ardiaeolpgy show he wro te 
and presented from 1966 to 1981] which was, I 
thought, extremely important and very rewarding^ 



‘The idea of the steely-eyed, rat-jawed guy is not terribly me... I'm a terrible old softie ' 


and it took me all over the world, meeting people. 
Mastermind started purely as a sideline, a little earner 
aid a welcome one, with five children on the go, 
school fees and mortgages, the full catastrophe. 


i wondered about the image of the inquisitor he 
so endearingly holds in the public mind, the sflkenly 
courteous, potentially ruthless, wherwfid-you-last- 
see-your-father? magistrate-cum-Gestapo-officer, 
asking people things relentlessly, out of the dark- 
ness. “That was an image I was required to foster 
in the early series. I was actually called the Inter- 
rogator in the credits. But the curt, laconic delivery 
- ‘Correct’, ‘Nope’ - was simply a function of the 
speed required to get through as many questions 
as possible. And the idea of the steely-eyed, rat- 
jawed guy is not terribly me. The contenders all say 
Tm a terrible old softie. 1 liked them all, you see. 
And although the programme, in its presentation, 
relies on a melodramatic situation, they knew I 
wasn’t there to trip them up.” 

The highest-ever score was 41, achieved in 1995 
by Kevin Ashman, a dvO servant from Winchester 
(special subject Dr Martin Luther King Jr and the 
Civil Rights Movement). “His score was theoreti- 
cally impossible,” said Magnusson. “Because I 
timf all the questions and answers at studio speed 
with a stopwatch, and there should be time for 
exactly 20 questions in each round, if the answers 
are prompt and accurate. But some people, like Ash- 
man, are so bloody fast, they do the impossible. 
Magnusson displays a kind of benevolent awe about 
others of his charges. “Jennifer Keaveney,” he said 
wonderingfy, “who scored 40 in 1986, was an 
absolute automaton. While she was answering, she 
switched into some computer mode, completely 


deadpan. I noticed when I shook her band after- 
wards it was ice-cold, as if she'd become a shaman. . . 
And there was Maiy-Elizabeth Raw, the vet in the 
wheelchair, who had entered, as much as anything, 
to prove that disablement did not affect your mind. 
She wanted to win very badly indeed, and to score 
40 was a colossal triumph of the wi3L” 

I reminded him of the downfall of Susan 
Reynolds, which, like 10 million others, I watched, 
horrified, in 1974: an Oxford classics student with 
the face of a Dresden shepherdess, she sailed 
through die heats (special subject: “Greek Mythol- 
ogy”), hummed through the semi-final (“The Works 
of Richard Wagner”) and entered the final taking 
“British Ornithology” as her subject. Disaster 
struck. Due to a fit of amnesia, panic attack or 
hubris, she couldn't answer any questions about 
birds. As she whispered “Bass” again and again in 
a sad little mantra, Magnus said, in his kindly way, 
“Dotiy to answer some of these..." and the coun- 
try collectively wept for her. “It emerged later that 
she’d had an accident .that afternoon, and was hit 
by the wardrobe door in her hotel room,” said Mag- 
rmsson, “There was a great bruise on her forehead, 
hidden by make-up. And I have a. theory that she’d 
chosen the wrong aspect of her subject - she knew 
all about Bird Identification, but I suppose she 
thought Ornithology sounded posher...” 

He really does seem to have total recall of this 
quarter-century of faces, this Niagara of questions, 
this blizzard of facts. The book. I've Started So IH 


PHOTO: CXJLTN MACPHERSON 

Finish, is beguflingly crammed with good stories, 
especially the moments of Magnusson's fluffs and 
botched questions (“The solanaceous plant Lyciop- 
ersicon esculentum is a genus of which tomato?"). 
. There's the lady contender who was taking Vhlium 
to calm her nerves and got plastered on two glasses 
of sherry; and the Beethoven expert who strode off 
the set in exasperation when his answers weren’t 
accepted (“We were terribly slack in those days; we 
wouldn’t dream of checking the special-subject ques- 
tions...”). Hadn’t he fallen out with some of them? 
“I took a quite irrational dislike to one man, who 
came on with a dog-collar, called himself the Rev- 
erend Robert Peters from some theological college. 

I found him insufferably arrogant. The day after his 
appearance, people started saying he was some kind 
cn imposter. Then the News of ihe World exposed 
him. He was .an Anglican vicar, who'd been 
unfrocked for bigamy, had gone to New Zealand 
and married again, so he was a trigamist. and had 
returned to England with his gorgeous new wife." 
What was his subject? “The Life and Times of Arch- 
bishop Wiliam Tfemple. He didn't do very well,” 
Magnusson noted with grim satisfaction. 

The quiz-master sometimes gives the impression 
of believing his own image as the fount of all knowl- 
edge. Unbelievably, people often ring him at home 
to ask him the capital of South Dakota or what won 
the Grand National in 1933, and he has a sneaky 
way of asking his interlocutors what they know. 

“Most of the answers go by in a blur, unless it’s 


a subiect chat interests me, like history or archae- 
ology But some things stick - like when I learnt the 
meaning of the word “shibboleth”... 

- He cocked an interrogative eyebrow at me. 

You mean a password or rallying cry? 

“Yes, but what’s realty interesting is... The eye- 
brow lifted again. I seemed to be taking part in some 
test" Is yis that it’s the old Hebrew word for 
an ear of com and, in the war between the Gilea- 
dites and the Ephraimites, was used as a password 
for detecting infiltrators because, if asked to say the 
worti out loud, the Ephraimites invariably pro- 
nounced it “skibboleth”? 

Magnusson looked at me. ‘TVfcll done, he said 
shortly “You’re the only person who’s been able to 
answer that" I later learnt it's indeed a little test 

he gives interviewers. . . 

Did he think memory had much to do with intel- 
ligence? “I think memory is a factor in intelligence, 
certainly. If your retrieval system is good, then your 
intelligence can flourish more.” Did he think the 
concept of “general knowledge” had become a lit- 
tle moth-eaten? “No, I think the enjoyment of 
knowledge is still there, as you can see from the 
■ growth in pub quizzes. You may caD it ‘trivia’, but 
it’s just as important to people as darts and they take 
it as seriously. I think there's a constant celebration 
of what you can do inside your head, and Master- 
mind reflected this interest and promoted it as welL” 
. Almost unnoticed, Magnusson has slipped into 
committee-speak, an idiom with which he is very 
famili ar. His chairmanship of Scottish Natural 
Heritage, which runs out in 1999 (“when Fm 70, the 
century’s over and, as with Mastermind, it’s the right 
time to make a graceful exit”) is a bureaucratic chore 
he takes very seriously. Their remit is “to look after 
and enhance the natural heritage of Scotland and 
aid its enjoyment and understanding”, while brief- 
ing the Secretaty of State for Scotland on gripping 
matters of soil erosion, designated areas and 
scheme facilities. Magnusson’s voice drops below 
his habitual low purr when talking of such things, 
until you fear we both may friU asleep; but he is rean- 
imated passionately by the subject of birds. 

He worries about how to protect the rare Green- 
land white-fronted geese who have moved cn masse 
to Islay. He’s concerned about the repercussions of 
the Common Agricultural Policy on the corn 
bunting and skylark! He notes that the corncrake, 
once to be seen in the streets of Edinburgh, “has 
been driven into the last bastion of the Western Isles. 
Although the figures are beginning to go up- there 
were a hundred calling males recorded last year.. 
Gosh. 'Was he a twiteber? “No, no.” But you sound 
so... “Well I love ’em. Ai school I started a Bird 
Wfetchers’ Society, now called the Ornithology 
Society,” [he chuckles. We seem to be back in Susan 
Reynolds territory]. T won the Public Schools Essay 
Competition when I was a wee laddie, writing about 
birds.” The title? “It was on the mating rituals of 
blackbirds. In March and April, I used to cycle down 
to some woods before school, and there one day I 
saw this ring of male blackbirds with a female in the 
middle. I couldn't find any reference to it in bird 
books, so 1 wrote about my observations and it was 
later confirmed that that’s what blackbirds do.” 

He has a thing about badgers too. And archae- 
ological sites (his recreations, according to Who’s 
Who, are “digging and delving”). And derivations, 
both of words and family names (“the name Mag- 
nus comes from Charlemagne, ‘Carolus Magnus’ 
you see, though the first Magnus was the son of St 
Olaf of Norway..."). And women. Stories of a mQdfy 
scandalous nature have long accreted around Mag- 
nusson’s saintly snow-white bonce. One publishing 
lady took him to lunch to discuss the publicity sched- 
ule of his new book and was startled when tie inter- 
rupted her, placed an avuncular hand on her arm 
and breathed, “It’s OK. I’ve booked a room where 
we can go and make Jove...”T don't remember that 
at all,” says Magnusson with a delighted laugh. “If 
I did it, I was probably winding her up.” 

There is a decidedly skittish streak about this 
Establishment figure, a touch of the Viking lurking 
inside his quiz-master sobriety. He was once invited 
on to Radio 42s Any Questions. The first question 
was about the safest way to keep football hooligans 
penned in without danger. Magnusson suggested 
wiring up their chairs and running an electrical cur- 
rent through them if they misbehaved. “I just 
thought it needed a bit of irony amid all the earnest 
stuff,” he says. “But they didn’t ask me again...” 
When you ask him what's in store, what new career 
he can embark on at 67, it’s good to hear that he’s 
not settling for writing books in retirement and 
tartan slippers. “What I'd most like to do now is a 
TV series on the Odyssey, in 24 parts, showing where 
Nestor’s Palace was." Yes that seems an appropri- 
ate place for this restless but reassuring figure to end 
up - bringing an epic down to manageable pro- 
portions for ordinary people to enjoy. Aral just imag- 
ine the interviews: “Name?" “CVdops.” “Occupa- 
tion?” “Giant-” “Your special subject?” “Eating 
sailors." “Your two minutes start... now ” 


it's a funny game. Performance 
art’s even funnier. But when 
you’re talkin’ alternative . -V 
M- mperformance art at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival, crank up 
the weirdness. Not that I’m saying 
there are a lot of weird people 
performing in Edinburgh this year, 
quite the contrary. .Most everyone IVe 
; met from Spain, Scotland, Austraha, 
America, New Zealand, Wales, Africa 
of wherever have been really down-to- 
earth, sweet foflt Bung them all in the 
one town, though, for three weeks, 
with nothmglo do but perform and 
party, andit getewead enough. Just ■ 
the way I like it,of course, and.one of 
the reasons I keep come back. - 
I have travelled to Edinburgh this 
year with my own TinJe piece of 
l* r farmsuu'e madness called . 


Meet Deep Brown, my Couchagotchi 

Mark Little on one man's struggle to bring a little added velour to the Festival Fringe 


the most freeform and 

dimerous show Tye attempted in a 
Jong time. (I havens been so excited .. 

about what is possible on the 

alternative comedy stage smee 
pre-Nti&bours Melbourne in . the. . 

a At 1 ^verycentre of this whirlwind 
of comic energyTfreve a couch an 
velour settee ithat 

basically constitutes my set It s , 1 


believe, the story of this three-sea ter 
that truly exemplifies the special 
weirdness that is the annual Edinburgh 

Festival. . . . . . 

•- To get my audience m the mood- tor 
xbat I reckoned I needed to play on 
-their compassion.. And what better way 
to hunt out compassion than to 
facilitate the need for me to be rescued. 
And what was the most famous rescue 
of the last 12 months? Lone rotmd-the- 
world y achtsman Tfaity BuHimore 
trapped within his upturned vessel in 
the Great Southern Ocean for four 
days, miraculously rescued alive by the 
Australian Navy. 

Perfect. Til get myself trapped and 

call for help. Trapped in what? An 

upturned couch, of course! Let the 

searchbegm! . • . • 

I knew I’d know thenght couch 
when I saw it and sure enough, after 
scouring a few of the second-hand 
shops of Brighton, there it was. The 
Couch. “Can I just check If lean catty’ • 



EDINBURGH 
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it?” Tasked. “Sure,” said 
the bloke. “I just need to 
see if I can dance with iL” 

“OK." he nodded. “Do 
you mind if I just take it - 
oh the pavement to make 
sure I can get under it?" 

No reply. Just a stare, as I 
flipped it over and 
upturned the big brown 
bagger on top of me. £45 - 
be wanted. He got ir and I 
gained a virtual friend. . 

My “Gbochagotchi”. 

Rehearsals went 
smoothly and, apart from 
one embarrassing - . . 1 1 7 • — 
moment when my wife 
caught me talking to myself under the 
couchin the conservatory, I was happy. 

Time to test the couch rescue. - 

I rook the couch - which I had now 
given artificial intelligence and . 
renamed Deep Brown - along to the 
Bolshoi Circusient during the 





Brighton Festival. I took 
it along to the Battersea 
Arts Centre in South 
London. 

I found, though, that I 
couldn’t just leave it lying 
around like a couch 
because people just used 
it like a couch. At the 
Battersea Arts Centre it 
turned into a props table 
for some extremely 
alternative cabaret. I was 
quietly upset This was 
my friend. This was 
weird. 

, I stood it upright and 

attached a sign. . 

THIS IS DEEP BROWN, THE 
COUCHAGOTCHI 
BIOLOGICALLY ENGINEERED 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

DO NOT DISTURB AS THIS 
COULD RESUIT IN DEATH. - 


AND NO ONE WANTS TO SIT 
ON A DEAD COUCH. 

London went well. “The Couch" was 
well reviewed in the press. So was I. 

We were happy. 

• . Off to Edinburgh. No one seemed to 
want to ship ray couch up North for 
me. I was getting attached to it anyway. 
“I’ll take it myself,” I thought “I want 
to be with it” 

The whole family were going. My wife 
and two kids and me. Everywhere we 
looked, families were going on holidays. 
Cans stacked up with holiday necessities. 
Everyone seamed to have tents, 
sailboards, surfboards, bikes, major 
implements of holiday fun strapped to 
the roofs of their cam. Except us. We 
had “The Couch”. My family were 
understanding and the ropes were tight 
I got my “friend” to Edinburgh without 
its being blown off the roof and killing 
anyone on the M 1 (my main fear). 

The couch is now starring on the 


Edinburgh Fringe. For the first four 
minutes of my show, that’s all you get 
a talking upturned couch. It gets a 
good response and a couple of rounds 
of applause (which makes me think the 
shows these people have already seen 
must have been real rubbish). Yet of. 
course, off-stage. Deep Brown is still 
just a couch. Success has not spoilt it 
I have now learnt to share my “virtual 
friend”. So far the bloke who plays 
Richard Burton has had a sleep on it 
So has the freak who lifts stuff with his 
genitalia. Assorted hard stage crew have 
crashed on it Paul Morrocco and 016 
have crashed into it and MDca. the 
Maori cabaret sensation, has avoided it 
The Edinburgh Festival is a spectacle 
and I truly recommend a visit But be 
warned: the special weirdness that is 
this festival can have you loving 
performance art you would not 
normally go and see. I personally know 
of crowds who’ve thrilled to an ugly 
upturned couch. Edinburgh Festival. 
Glad to be here, hope to be back. 

Mark Hale 's ‘Psychdbubble‘ is at the 
Assembly Rooms, venue 3 (0131-226 
2428) $.25pm tonight. He can also be 
seen hosting Channel 4’s "The Feel Good 
Factor' on Tuesday at 8pm 
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He’ll never play the chisel-jawed leading 
man but Alan Cumming has a misfit’s 
charm, a sideline in writing, an Olivier... 
and the gall to accept a big part in the 
new Spice Girls film. By Jasper Rees 


A lan Cumraing's entry in Spotlight the 
actor's almanac, says he is 5ft lOin. has 
dark hair and blue eyes. This summer, 
he Aimed a two-minute scene in the 
Stanley Kubrick movie Eyes Wide Shut , 
in which he plays a hotel derk who forms an instant 
crush on Tom Cruise. As he gazed for three days 
on Cruise’s iconically cheesy face, Cumming may 
as well have been lusting after a bluncd mirror 
image of himself. Same-colour hair and ey es, same- 
size grin and (contrary to rumours circulating 
about Cruise's need for stack heels) roughly the 
same height These are classic leading-man spec- 
ifications, and yet the only leading man Cumming 
has ever played is in Hamlet, a play about a man 
who doesn’t want the lead role. 

Instead, Cumming is perpetually the geek, the 
creep, the nerd, the pout, the fop. Anything but 
the straight-up-and-down hunk. Last year, after 
making successful Hollywood-financed films 
over here such as Circle of Friends and 
Emma, he got the call to make two movies 
in LA. Producers over there had his num- 
ber in no time. In Rotny and Michele's Higfi 
School Reunion, which opened here this 
week, he plays a nerdish millionaire with a 
crush on Lisa Kudrow, whose only moment 
of machismo comes in a wish -fulfilling 
dream sequence. Having got him to voice the 
horse in Black Beauty . the writer-director 
Caroline Thompson then asked him back to 
play a trainer of chimpanzees in Buddy. The 
script was adapted by Thompson from a 
book by Gertrude Lintz about bringing up 
a gorilla among chimps, and the film also 
stars Renee Russo and Robbie Coltrane. 
Training chimps sounds dose to perfect cast- 
ing: there is something about Cumming’s 
impishness that is next to ehimpishness. 

“Tra always going to play weird people," he says. 
“But that’s fine. Mien I read scripts I always find 
the part of the lead man dull dull.” Thus in For 
My Baby , an art house film shot in Hungary last win- 
ter, he plays a stand-up comedian and son of Holo- 
caust survivors who is in denial about his Jewish- 
ness. This winter, he goes to Broadway with the 
director Sam Mendes to reprise his saturnine MC 
in Cabaret, a three-year-old Christmas hit in the 


Donmar 'Warehouse. (Natasha Richardson will 
play Sally Bowles.) Lately, a script even landed on 
his desk fingering him for the part of Hitler. 

Oearly, casting directors have taken his Bond 
villain - he played the dastardly Russian computer 
whiz in Goldeneye - as something of a handrail. 
“I can't tell you the number of films 1 got offered 
after that to play computer geeks.” But just about 
the only people who have spotted any consistency 
in his rale selection are the manufacturers of the 
headpieces worn by telephone operatives. He wore 
one in Goldeneye , and another in the BBC's Bum 
YourPkone. His picture has found its way into their 
trade magazine. “They think I'm just fantastic, 
because every film Fm in I wear their product.” 

Last, and possibly least in his gallery of misfits 
(though let’s reserve judgement), he has slapped 
on a chest wig to play a posh maker of documen- 
taries in Spice : The Movie. 




WM 












Alan Cumming: geek, creep, nerd, Hollywood veteran (above), and below, as a cyber-whiz in “Goldeneye' 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 



Other actors might have shrunk from this par- 
ticular offer, but not Cumming: “I knew that my 
agent might be a bit sniffy about it so I just told 
them, ‘If I’m offered it, Tra definitely going to do 
it; don’t even try to dissuade me.* " (Brief tangent: 
when Cumming learnt that Ginger Spice had seen 
his Hamlet he all but got a T-shirt printed to 
announce the fact) 

It would be easy to deduce from Spice and other 
sugary ventures that Cumming has simply gone for 


the commercial jugular. “Sometimes I do thin gs 
for the money,” he admits, “but I know why Fm 
doing them. I don’t think something is Citizen Kane 
when it’s not.” But it's not always easy to square 
his frank pursuit of the dollar with the scepticism 
that formed a large part of the baggage be took 
to Hollywood. He talks with the bafflement of 
someone brought up in the remote Scottish coun- 
tryside about uie ritualistic comportment of 
film folk: the my-Winnebago’s-bigger-than- 
yours syndrome, the power trips of certain co- 
stais, the inventory of on-set perks on his con- 
tract. “Rental car. mobile phone, trailer with 
a fridge. CD, microwave oven. It’s like some- 
one's doing their wedding list or something.” 

In the too-frank-to-publish journal he 
kept of his nine months in Hollywood, those 
things he found “bizarre and hilarious” in the 
first couple of months “weren’t even men- 
tioned as I went on because I was so used to 
them. The longer I stayed there, the more 
depressing I found it, because I can see how 
you get sucked in. You yearn for a conver- 
sation about something other than box- 
office grosses." After Ronty and Michele 
opened, “I got all these phone calls saying, 
‘Hey, congratulations, your movie took seven 
and a half million on the first weekend.’ Or was it 
nine and a half? Who. Gives. A. Fuck?” The darker 
and more complex Buddy, meanwhile, has fared 
“very badly. There’s no justice in that respect. If 
you spend too long in that world, you start think- 
ing that films that make lots of money are good.” 

In the beginning, Alan Cumming made his name 
in stand-up. He formed Victor & Barry with the 
shorter, carrotier Forbes Masson, and in their 
Edinburgh Festival debut they were trashed in The 


Scotsman by none other than this newspaper’s edi- 
tor, Andrew Marr. They sewed a retortinto the 
act to the tune of “Lucky Stars”: “We can thank 
you, Andrew Marr, that you’re not as smart as you 
like to think you are.” 

The Cumming-Masson liaison eventually came 
up with The High Life , .the sitcom about in-flight 
cabin attendants that they wrote themselves. Its 
audience was ambivalent about its merits, but then 
so were its stars. “Some people really love it -it’s 
scary bow much - or they hate iL I think that's 
good. We wanted to call it A Load of Camp Old 
Pish. We really wanted to do something that was 
really tacky, and the people who were making it 
with us just didn't get iL The head-banging- 
against-the-wall part of trying to do something dif- 
ferent and weird with the sitcom form is something 
that I would never want to repeat.” The BBC have 
none the less pressed for a second series, while 
showing a red light to dramas by Sharman Mac- 
Donald and Ol Parker that Cumming was signed 
up to make. “My agent phoned up to see about 
them and they said, ‘Maybe, if he does another 
series ofTheHigfr Life , it would be more likely that 
they’d go ahead.’ Isn’t that revolting?” 

Alongside the cabaret, Cumming swiftly built up 
a name in formal theatre but, since his kid Hamlet 
and his camp MC, he has given the boards a wide 
berth. “When I came bade from Hollywood, I really 
tried to do a play, but 1 haven't found anything I 
like enough to do here. When you've played Ham- 
let and the MC there are very few roles that are 
going to be a challenge.” It may be that he's not 
loo long hard enough, but at least he can fall back 
on his auxiliary talent as a writer. When he takes 
what could be seen as a retrograde step into Cabaret, 
he will continue in New York to workshop a one- 


man show “about loneliness” that he spent last week 
developing at the National Theatre Studio. 

Actually, it's not quite true to say he hasn't been 
on stage in years. He gets asked to hand out a lot 
of awards. “They are never there, the people I give 
them to. They say to you, 'And so, Alan, will you 
take it and keep it for them until you see them?' 
And you think, fuck. I've never met them in my 
life before, and you go, ‘Yes, XU hold on to it.' I 
was so tempted to steal a Bafta. I walked off the 
stage and no one takes it off you and I thought I 
could go to my dressing-room and just put this in 
my bag. Imagine having a Bafta on your mantel- 
piece and you’d stolen It” 

He hasn’t been on the receiving end of an award 
since his Olivier for Accidental Qealh of an Anar- 
chist at the National. Buddy, though bringing a rare 
taste of box-office rejection, has none foe less 
earned him trophies he can display at hbme. The 
film required him to get to know foe quartet of 
chimps whose keeper he played in foe film. “It was 
like I was a nanny for four kids for a few months. 
One of them was absolutely in love with me: Tonka, 
as in foe tracks. When they really like you, they 
want to groom you. and they want to play with you. 
He would pick up my hand and hit my hand on 


his head so that then he could be justified in hit- 
ting me so we could start | 


playing. I felt so flattered. 
I even took ray chimp Polaroids in to show Stan- 
ley and Tom [Kubrick and Cruise, in case you’re 
wondering].” Tonka is also an artist His keeper 
faxed some of his work to Cumming’s hotel in 
Budapest “And I’ve got two paintings that he did 
in ray bedroom.” And is he talented? “He shows 
a lot of potential.” 

‘Romy and Michele's High School Reunion' is on 
general release 
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THE FILM 

Lost Highway 


Directed by David Lynch from a script 
cowritten with Barry Gifford. This 
Inexplicable conjunction of film noir 
set-pieces stars Patricia Arquette as 
both a gangster's wife and the murdered 
wife of a saxophonist, Bill Pullman as 
the convicted musician and Balthazar 
Getty as a mechanic who takes his 
place on death row and is subsequently 
released, only to fall in love with the 
adventurous wife of a gangster... 


Adam Mars-Jones was enthralled by 'a 
Mobius strip of mystifying narrative, a 
story with two sides but a single 
surface'. But The Times was troubled by 
the poor metaphysics: Time and space 
are bent out of shape; one character 
merges into another ... the lines 
connecting cause and effect are 
impossibly skewed'. The Guardian 
offered a judicious recommendation: 

As watchabie as any movie he has ever 
made,' while The Mirror mused: 'More 
Lapsang Souchong than PG Tips, David 
Lynch isn't everyone's cup of tea.* 


At cinemas nationwide 


Austere and insolubly 
enigmatic, a movie to 
irritate and fascinate 


d 


THE PLAY 

Massage 


Steven Berkoff writes, directs and stars 
in a play exploring the sexual 
hypocrisy of the British, the 
fragmentation of domestic and social 
life and the ‘delightful' institution of 
the massage parlour. Berkoff drags up 
as a disaffected wife turned masseuse 
on the quiet, Barry Philips plays her 
embittered husband - who happens to 
frequent massage parlours - and an 
assortment of other customers. 


Sue Wilson observed a 'marked 
departure from Berkoff's trademark 
intensity'. The Telegraph lamented ‘a 
truly terrible show', while The Times 
tried to avoid the spectacle of Berkoff 
'dragged up grotesquely to the nines 
like the panto dame he may yet end 
up being 1 . The Evening Standard 
enjoyed it more: ‘He totters around, 
twisting his heavily made-up features 
into a pornographic mask and miming 
the manipulation of impossibly large 
members in the air 1 . 


Assembly Rooms, Edinburgh (0131- 
226 2428) to 30 Aug 


The focus of much 
expectation, now 
reduced to the status of 
freak show 
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THE GIG 

Blur 


For the headliners of V97, last 
weekend was a real homecoming, 
and not just in Chelmsford. For the 
first time Blur took their new material 
to a wide British audience - first 
Essex, then Leeds. In a week where 
the music media hyper-ventilated 
over Oasis, this was a pointed 
demonstration of how good pop music 
can be. 





Ben Thompson remarked that there 
was something very healthy about the 
faint sense of unease which the crowd 

i nto the E 55 ** n 'ght.’ But- 
in the NMEs opinion, 'complete 
destruction has been narrowly 
avoided 1 . The Times was more 
optimistic, noting with approval that 
Albam was ‘clearly happy and 
confident in his own Essex backyard'. 

contrast, 

likened him to 'an eight-year-old boy 

to clHX' 8iUen 3 SCaleX - trfc 


n™ r i , ?w Novemterand December. 

will appear in a radio, 
version of Joe Orton's 'Up Against it* 

HP 1 , and m Antonia Bird's film 
Face next month 


Wbrth being there then, 
especially if yqu were 
Damon Albam 
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Inaction man 

Chris Darke celebrates the ambiguous 
on-screen persona of Alain Delon, French 
cinema’s most impassive star 


A s the French film journal 
Laniers du cinema pointed out 
m a lengthy interview with 
A*am Delon published last 
April, the actor’s surname is an 
anagram of fc don -, “the gift". And the 
gift that set Delon apart during the Six- 
ties is now once again on display, thanks 

to the re-release of Ren6 Q^menfs 1960 

fUxn PIem Soled. An adaptation of Patri- 
cia Highsmith’s novel The Talented Mr Rip- 
ley t m which Deion plays the seductively 
sooopathic anti-hero, Plein Soldi was 
Delon s break-through film. Before it, he 
nad been identified, alongwith Jean-Paul 
Belmondo, as an up-and-comingjame me- 
nder (leading man) of the French cinema 
and, in his early career, he had adorned 
a number of lightweight romantic come- 
dies. In the same year as Plein Soled ap- 
peared, Belmondo went on to sbooL4 bout 
de souffle with Jean-Luc Godard and 
found himself transformed into an acteur- 
fetiche of the French New Wave. Delon 
would never be as directly associated 
with that explosive moment of cinematic 
creativity as Belmondo, but with Plein Soldi 
h is international career was assured. Cle- 
ment's film revealed Delon in his coldly 
angelic prime, capturing that quality of am- 
• biguity that was to define the actor’s per- 
sona for the rest of his career and that so 
admirably suited this Highsmith adapta- 
tion. 

The novel’s hero. Tom Ripley, has 
been entrusted with the task of bringing 
Philippe Greenleaf (Maurice Ronet), the 
errant son of a wealthy American father, 
back home from Italy. Moving between 
Rome and the Amalfi coast, the action 
opens with Ripley impressing Greenleaf 
with his talent for forging signatures. It's 
a skill that grows into a folly fledged and 
deadly imposture: Ripley murders Green- 
leaf and assumes his identity. His inten- 
tion is to harvest the dead man’s wealth 
as .well as bis girlfriend, Marge (Marie 
Laforet). 

Delon plays Ripley as a purely reflex- 
ive schemer, shading his character so that 
the desired outcome of Ripley’s subterfuge 
- - easy access to the idle-rich lifestyle - 
seems only slightly less important than ac- 
quitting himself elegantly in the game of 
deceit But there’s an ugly edge here, too. 
It’s something hinted at by the American 
critic Donald Lyons, who wrote that the 
film “‘posits, in a coyly Nietzschian way, 
the right of beauty to legislate its own ex- 
istence". And if that includes nibbing out 


a few of the less beautiful people, then so 
be it Beaut# oblige. 

There’s also a sense in which, in his rapt 
concentration on his star, Ct6meot seems 
almost to be endorsing this quasi-fascis- 
tic identification with Ripley the uber- 
mensch. Perhaps that explains why, at the 
end of the film, Delon gets his comeup- 
pance, whereas Highsmith’s novel lets Rip- 
ley get away with it. 

In many ways, Plein Soldi reads like a 
documentary about Delon, both a beady 
observation of a gifted screen animal and 
a closely choreographed ballet of dissim- 
ulating gestures and movements. Delon 
here has a physical presence and dy- 
namism that are compelling to watch: in 
that respect the film is a study of on-screen 
grace. 

Throughout his career, Delon remained 
unstinting in his praise of Clement, call- 
ing him “bis master". He has decribed bow 
Clement directed him on Plan Soleil: “He 
showed me the sets and said, ‘Go on, throw 
yourself about Move!’ He manipulated 
me like a marionette." But, beneath the 
athleticism of his performance, there is a 
stillness, a watchfulness that mairp Delon’s 
Ripley an enigma. 

This combination would be reprised 
throughout his careeT, frequently under 
the guidance of major auteur puppet-mas- 
ters. There would be his association with 
Visconti on Rocco and His Brothers (I960) 
and The Leopard (1963); with Antonioni 
on The Eclipse (1962), where Delon’s petu- 
lant dynamism is at odds with the usual 
anguish of the Italian director’s male char- 
acters; with Joseph Losey on The Assas- 
sination of Trotsky (1972) and Mr Klein 
(1976); above all, with the great French 
thriller director Jean-Pierre Melville. 

Delon made three films with Melville, 
including the seminal Le Samound of 1967, 
in which Delon’s performance as the hired 
killer Jeff Costello attains an almost 
Zen-like stillness. Both Plan Soled and Le 
Samourm are “procedural" films, in that 
they are both obsessed with the prepara- 
tion and execution of crimes, but Melville 
abstracted all but the most glacial element 
of Delon’s menace and did so to tremen- 
dous iconic effect 

Delon's quality of tough-guy stillness is 
often summed up by the short-band de- 
scription “laconic” - for which read “Say 
little, do less”. And it’s true thai he shares 
qualities with both Robert Mitchum and 
John Garfield (Delon has spoken of 
Garfield as “his model”) as well as with 


a more immediate peer in Jean-Louis 
Uintignant - always more an “actor” than 
a “star" in France but still distinguishing 
himself in the same tenitoiy of cold-eyed 
misanthropy. 

Delon’s persona has been crystallised 
by well-publicised associations that*bave 
played up the element of menace in his 
on-screen performances. In 1969 he was 
implicated in a drugs scandal and admit- 
ted to having been involved with the Mar- 
seilles mafia, whose past be mythologised 
(alongside Belmondo) in the hugely suc- 
cesfol historical crime caper Borsalino 
(1970). Then there's his background seen 
as “myth" - those details of a past that stars 
will deliberately emphasise to enhance 
- their image. Delon’s is an interesting one. 
“I fell into cinema,” he has said He’d been 
a parachutist in Indo-China at the age of 
IS, trained as a boxer for Rocco and His 
Brothers, remains a vocal friend of the 
Gaullist right-wing and makes no secret 
of his admiration for the military. It's this 
mixture of individualist and adventurer, 
with a strong authoritarian streak, that he 
capitalised upon throughout the 1970s in 
a series of frequently self-produced cop 
films. 

Plein Soled is not normally considered 
as a New Wfave film. In fact Clement him- 
self was regarded by the New Wave as a 
prime exponent of “fe cinema de papa ”, 
a derisive epithet for the 1950s style of 
French movie-making, with its devotion 
to the virtues of solid craftsmanship and 
literary source texts. It was against this per- 
cervedly moribund establishment that 
the New Wfevers declared Oedipal war. Yet 
it was dear that with Plein Soled , C3em6nt 
wanted in. This may have been the reflex 
of a director smart enough to notice the 
tide turning and deciding to surf the new 
currents. But in his use of cinematogra- 
pher Henri Decae, who shot Truffaut's 
1959 break-through film Les Quatre Cents 
Coups , and of Paul Gegauff, Gaude 
Chabrol’s script collaborator, as his co- 
scree owriter, Gdment declared his desire 
to be part of the new French cinema. And, 
in casting Delon, who was still something . 
of a new face at the time, he found his 
equivalent to Belmondo. 

While Ctement's fihn has none of the 
freewheeling, experimental joy that the 
NewWave directors demonstrated, there’s 
a kind of kinship between the characters 
of Belmondo's Michel Poiccard in Go- 
. dard's.4 bout de souffle and Delon’s Rip- 
ley in Plein Soleil. Both are early Sixties 
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Alain Delon hi his ‘coldly angelic prime’ as the seductively sociopatfric hero of ‘Ptern SoleiT 


images of young men on the make who 
are prepared to go all the way to get what 
they want Both films are intrigued by the 
existential consequences of this wiil-to- 
power and both, in the traditional French 
noir scheme of things, have their anti-he- 
roes pay for their ambitions. Henri De- 
cay’s Eastmancolor cinematography gives 
Gdmenfs film a texture that, viewed to- 
day, .is as immersively colourful as a 
1960s picture postcard. Fakery, again. A 
simulacrum without shadow, the perfect 
frame in which to cJaustrophobically de- 
pict a criminal at work. 

Delon’s career since his Sixties heyday 
has looked increasingly like a balancing 


act between maintaining his status as main- 
stream vedette and continuing to diversi- 
fy with appearances m auteur films. An 
attempt at a Hollywood career in the mid- 
1960s yielded unspectacular results and 
his European career foundered in the 
1980s. An attempt at a comeback with the 
1992 film Le Retourde Casanova (The Re- 
turn of Casanova), in which Delon starred 
as the ageing Italian rou6. foiled to attract 
audiences on the strength of his name 
alone. Curiously enough, it was Delon's 
long-awaited collaboration with a former 
New Wave director, Jean-Luc Godard, in 
NouveUe Vague (1990) that gives the best 
account of late-period Delon. And Go- 


dard, as is his habit, quotes freely from 
Mein Soleil in his own film’s motif of death 
by drowning and in Delon’s character of 
an ambiguous interloper among a group 
of wealthy business people. 

“I wanted to film Delon as if he was a 
tree," Godard has explained The com- 
manding stillness of the Delon persona is 
still on view in NouveUe Vague but is lay- 
ered now with melancholy and the sense 
of a man internally exiled through his own 
narcissism. 

‘Plein Soldi’ is now showing in London at 
the Screen on the Green (0171-2263520), 
the Everyman ( 0171-435 1525) and the Cur- 
son Phoenix (0171-369 1721) 


EDINBURGH FESTIVAL REVIEWS 


Opera 

Ariadne auf Naxos 


“L 



et's.hope the opera 
nonsense doesn't get 

, bailsed up,” exclaims 

M Jourdain, Molifere’s bour- 
geois anti-hero, as a perfor- 
mance of Richard Strauss's 
Ariadne auf Naxos is planned. 

Scottish Opera has chosen to 
stage the original 1912 verson 
of this amazing piece, which is 
thus preceded by Le bourgeois 
genmhomme , performed by 
- actors in a free translation -free 
is the word - by Jeremy Sams. 
This form of the work has sel- 
dom been seen; the difficulty of 
assembling two companies, 
drama and opera, for its per- 
fo nnance led Strauss and Hof- 
; mannsthal to revise it in 1916, 

: removing the Motifere play, and 
that is the version we all know. 

To hear the original is a 
reflation. Its chief feature is 
- the greater integration of 
comic and serious, represen- 
! ' ration and "real life”, vulgar- 
ity and sophistication. Sams s 
racy translation of the play 
. stressed this. Suddenly one 
finds that the work has the 
irony, the levels of meaning, 

. the mixture of art and life one 
expects in a Mahler symphony. 

The new production is witty 
and lavish, foil of clever sight- 
gags and elaborate' props. 

" Martin Duncan, the director, 

and Ton Hatley, designer, have 
set it in more-or-less modem 
-times, though the operatic 
characters are in white-classi- 
. cal and the commedia figures 
are a cross between minstrel 
show and cabaret. The illusion 
of an expensive drawing-room 
gives way gradually to a 
baroque stage, foil of painted 
. clouds and dry ice. 

The piece has one outstand- 
ing problem, which may have 
encouraged its revision. It is too 

long: Sams even puts in abit of 

repartee about the composer 
being "a surgeon, who makes 

cuts for the health of the whole 
body” Wfell be-is right; it needs 

to be an hour, shorter. 

But it certainly deserves to 

be seen. As weU as real comic 
actors - Sam Kelly is a *o« 

Jourdain - there is an ideal 
-cast of singers, including a 
: Zerbinetta. Hus is one of 

the hardest roles to cast in all 
opera. For jt has ^ine-uckling 
coloratura, sympathy and 


pathos, aud it needs a dancer 
and comedian as well. Lisa 
Saffer has everything, and also 
looks terrific. She almost steals 
the show from the Ariadne, 
Anne Evans, who rings hero- 
ically, sculpturally, transplant- 
ing her famous Bayreuth 
Brunnhilde into the role. 

The adroit integration of 
comedy and epic is chiefly 
accomplished by the conduct- 
ing of Richard Armstrong. He 
animates without hurrying, 
broadens without dragging. 


Dance 

San Francisco Ballet 

T he Playhouse audience 
was practically steaming 
with excitement before 
the curtain went up on San 
Francisco Ballet on Tuesday. 
They haven’t danced in Britain 
since 1981 and 16years is a long 
time in a company’s life. Many 
changes have been wrought in 
the interim. 

San Francisco’s ballet com- 


1947s Symphony in C, which 
provoked the usual squeak of 
excitement when the audience 
got its first glimpse of 10 shim- 
mering white tutus. Further 
thrills were generated by Yuan 
Yuan Tan in the adagio. 
Remarkable extensions and 
commanding balances con- 
tributed to a brilliant (if slightly 
inexpressive) performance. 

The stale filling in this 
gourmet sandwich was Helgj 
Tomasson’s Sonata, danced to 
Rachmaninov's soulful Sonata 



^[JTSJSJScoSlefcfi^Britlsh appearance for 16 years 


creating a perfect framework 
for foe varied styles of singing. 
The SO orchestra are at then- 
best, fluent and eolourfuL 
The casting is spot on- The 
three nymphs - Straus’s 
“Rhinemaidens” - blend spin- 



Anna- flare Monk. There is a 

. a. — - — 


fi ght, oupyam nancquiu 
Stephenson), and John Horton 
Murray sings the part of Bac- 
chus in a boyish Hddentenor. 

Finally, on Wednesday night, 
the dosing fireworks set off an 

alarm, and the audience left the 

theatre to be confronted by a 
iwoffire engines. There could 

not have been a better exam- 
ple of the mingling of art and 
Ufe; it added foe finishing 

touch to an evening of almost 

perfect theatre. - 
Festival Theatre, tomorrow, 
7.15pm, ( booking: 0131-473 
2000) 

Raymond Monefe 




pany was founded in 1933 and 
is the oldest professional bal- 
let outfit in foe US. It has had 
its ups and downs -artistically 
and financially - but in 1985 
foe former New York Chy 
Ballet principal Helgi Tbmas- 
son took over as artistic direc- 
tor. Since then they have 
enjoyed rave reviews for their 
strong technique and wide and 
handsome repertoire. Unfor- 
tunately, the works selected to 
showcase the company in 
Edinburgh did not always do 
his achievements justice. 

Of the two programmes on 
offer the first, with its two Bal- 
anchines, was by for the more 
popular and (for once) box- 
office instincts proved to be 
correct It opened with the 
1972 Smzvinsky Violin Con- 
certo. The many jumps are 

dashed offwifo so fttiefoss and 
preparation that the dancers 
seem to have been jerked from 
foe floor by a length of elastic. 

The evening closed with 


for Cello and Piano. In his 
eagerness to avoid a too Obvi- 
ous narrative, Tbmasspn has 
the seven dancers enact a sce- 
nario of romantic fulfilment 
and loss so vagne and watery as 
to be without meaning entirely. 

In the second programme, 
Tomasson indulged us with 
another of his works, Criss 
Cross, in which 24 dancers doo- 
dled on Arison’s arrangement 
of Scarlatti and Schoenberg 
(after Handel) dressed in mildly 
18th-century clothes. Balan- 
chine had a genius for subvert- 
ing classical expectations with 
unexpected movements, 
snatches of slang that both 
enlivened his idiom and threw 
into relief the beauty of the clas- 
sical style. Tomasson doesn’t 
seem to have inherited this gift 

The second programme also 
featured David Bint ley’s The 
Dance House, a hideousfy- 
dressed work about death in 
general and Aids in particular, 
danced to Shostakovich's Con- 


certo for Piano, Trumpet and 
Strings. Binders theme is too 
big for him but his treatment of 
it never crass. He draws a par- 
allel between the grassy nature 
of flesh and the short life of the 
professional dancer. At the bal- 
let’s dose Death takes a class 
and the dancers struggle to 
copy his swift endiainements 
before dropping to the floor. 

The second programme’s 
highlight is Mark Morris’s Drink 
to Me Only with Thine Eyes, cre- 
ated for American Ballet 
Theatre in 1988 and danced to 
Virgil Thomson's Piano Etudes. 
Morris’s easy, unravelling turns 
and casually brilliant jet& are a 
sunny manifestation of the frac- 
tured gaiety of the music The 
stage is filled with couples pn> 
pe&d by a curio us saise of pur- 
pose -as if every rush across the 
stage is a short-cut to a better 
place. The San Francisco 
dancers handled Mark Morris 
very well but they were obvi- 
ously just visiting; with Balan- 
chine, they seemed more com- 
fortably at home. 

Louise Levene 

•Theatre 

Blue Heart 

B lue Katie, the seoond part 
of Caryl Churchfll’s daz- 
zlingty theatrical double 
bill Blue Heart, must be foe first 
play to use Enid Blyton’s The 
Faraway Tree as a reference 
point. Derek, a 40-year-old man 
who is conning a series of sus- 
ceptible women into believing 
they' are his mother, visits his 
real mother in a geriatric ward. 
In the middle of this beautifully 
tender scene, he remembers his 
favourite childhood book, in 
which eveiy time some children 
diinbed a magic tree they vis- 
ited a different land. It was a 
world bursting with deEghts 
and surprises, doubts and 
terrors, hopes and dreams. 

- Chnrchifl’s dramatic world is 
similarly full of possibilities. 
Unlike Blyton, however, her 
bold range is created via a 
supremely confident use of lan- 
guage and a pungent theatrical 
vocabulaty. The form of the two 
interlocked plays is startlingly 
sophisticated yet leaves you 
wondering why no one has tried 
something so simple before. In 
Hearts' Desire, a father, mother 
and aunt are waiting for a 
daughter to arrive borne after 
years in Australia. It’s like a 


rapid dramatic version of the 
parlour game Consequences, 
with the characters constantly 
cutting back to the beginning 
and then supplying wikfly dif- 
ferent endings. At first you 
think you’re in for a reinvention 
of tonesco-style comic absurdity 
as the family indulge in soap 
opera argy baigy, but things 
turn increasingly surreal. One 
minute the audience is rocking 
with laughter at foe sudden 
plunge into Agatha Christie - 
“It’s nothing to do with any of 
us except that the body was 
found in our garden"- the next. 
minute you're shocked into 
sflence as foe beautifully bale- 
ful Mary Macleod, as the 
elderly Matsie. chillingly reveals 
the terror of waking up in the 
night afraid of dying. 

The second half refracts and 
dislocates language in exactly 
the same way the first part does 


to action. A tiny shock jumps . 
through foe audience as Jason 
^tidns, as Derek, appears to 
trip over a word, substituting 
“blue” for “start”. Then the 
word “kettle" crops up unan- 
nounced. Gradually- these two 
words creep in and consume 
the dialogue to the point of 
almost complete breakdown. 

These dramatic devices could 
be dismissed as a typically 
barren exercise in deconstruc- 
tion were it not for the fact that 
Churchill uses them to such 
extraordinary emotional effect 
The more “blue" and “kettle” 
crowd speeches the more we 
are pulled into seeing foe depth 
of the character's feelings and 
foe links between them and 
Churchill’s governing themes. 

Anna Wing is almost unbear- 
ably moving as the fiercely prag- 
matic 80-year-old blue stocking 
who remains unable to express 


emotxm when meeting the man 
she believes to be her long lost 
dtfldL Her performance asymp- 
tomatic of Max StaffonJOark’s 
scrupulous direction, which 
rivets every angle moment to its 
emotional truth. His splendidly 
meticulous production is foe 
perfect fofl to the formal exper- 
imentation. Whether you’re 
laughing at foe sheer unab- 
ashed imagination of Chur- 
chill's virion or being caught 
short by its powerful emotional 
undertone, you realise that she 
has pulled off an exceedingly 
rare coup: she forces you to see 
that form and content are indi- 
visible. In a climate where most 
playwrights think that struc- 
ture and plot are the same 
thing and that compassion is a 
dirty word, watching Blue Heart 
is a captivating, heady pleasure. 
Traverse Theatre, to 30 Aug 
David Benedict 


Good News for 
Mat We st personal 
customers 


NatWest is pleased to announce that with effect from 
1 September, personal customers who overdraw by £50 or 
less will not poy o Monthly Account fee. 
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Account fee 

_ , , Before 1 September 

Overdrawn by 
£50 or less: 

From 1 September 

£5 

NIL 


Students, Graduates* Advantage Banking. Cord Plus ond Goio nus cusiomeis nave meir own 
preferential tariff. Interest rotes and un arranged overdraft fees remain unchanged. You should 
always agree an overdraft before going overdrawn. 
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Lies, damned lies and statistics 


Vftal Lies, Simple Tndfis: the psychology 
tit setf-deception by Daniel Goleman, 
Bloomsbury, £16.99 
Mild Reading: an investigation into how 
we leam to love and Be by Sanjida 
O'Connell, Heinemann, £16.99 

S uperficially, these books have 
something in common. Both are 
written by science journalists who 
here display rather more skill in 
the latter activity than the former. Both, 
misleadingly, have ‘‘lies” in the title and 
both aim to explain to the lay reader com- 
plicated semi-technical ideas in the social 
sciences. But neither succeeds in doing 
what Hawking and Penrose did for 
physics or Dawkins for biology. 

Vital Lies, Simple Truths is written by 
the same author as last year’s best-seller 
Emotional Intelligence. Is this book a 
rushed sequel? Alas, I am churlish 
enough to believe it is a prequel. There 
are IS pages of references, but none goes 
beyond 1984. Lots of articles and unpub- 
lished papers are referenced around 
1981-83, but nothing later. Did science 


Adrian Fumham wonders when science became journalism 


stop in Orwell's 19847 Does this matter? 
Yes - vitally, as it turns out. A question 
absolutely central to the theme of the 
book, concerning false meznoiy or "‘recov- 
ered memory syndrome”, blew up in the 
early Nineties- but snot discussed at all 
The accusation of sexual abuse in child- 
hood by adult children against parents is 
the current issue around “vital lies", bur 
this book mentions nothing about it. 

Vaai Lies puts its thesis like this *. “The 
mind can protect itself against anxiety by 
dimming awareness. This mechanism 
creates a blind spot: a zone of blocked 
attention and self-deception. Such blind 
spots occur at each major level of behav- 
iour from the psychological to the social' 1 . 
Bach of the six parts mixes scientific 
experiment and human-interest story*, 
an excellent formula for popularity, as the 
previous book showed. This makes it easy 
to dip into, but does not help coherence. 

Goleman moves confidently from one 
research area to another; from neuro- 


psychology through psychoanalysis to 
micro-sociology. ’Die concept of “trade- 
off" litters the first half. He argues that 
there is a tradeoff between attention and 
anxiety: we do not attend to stimuli of all 
sorts that provoke too much anxiety. 

Taking us briskly through the cognitive 
psychology of the late Seventies, Goleman 
emphasises that perception is certainly 
not complete and may not be, “con- 
stioos”. Without knowing it, we scan, filter 
and select information. We see what we 
want to see. 

The book them gets rather more clini- 
cal as it considers selective memory and 
that old Freudian chestnut, repression. 
‘The ego, as Unde Sigmund pointed out 
100 years ago, is a great censor which con- 
trols and distorts information. We are all 
essentially self-deceivers. But now we 
have more scientific proof of the fact. 

The last section becomes sociological. 
We move from the individual to group 
(family and organisation), remembering 


and forgetting. Curiously, three sound- 
bites in tiie concluding section tell us that 
personal blind spots may indeed be vital 
lies because they have survival value. In 
the face of unpalatable truths, it is fairly 
natural to try a little self-deception. 

The author was a magazine editor, and 
it shows. His knowledge base is broad 
rather than deep and he is better at 
describing research findings than at crit- 
ically evaluating them. He writes well, and 
is ever on the lookout for themes, segues 
and stories to support his fundamentally 
correct, if not new, theme. 

Sanjida O’Connell's Mind Reading 
could never be accused of being old-hat 
of out-of-date. A number of references 
(there are 15 pages of them) specify “in 
press” or “in prep”. Indeed, the book does 
deal with one of the most currently 
“sexy” ideas in the biological and soda! 
sciences. The subtitle, however, is mis- 
leading: there are four references to 
lying in the index, and none elsewhere. 


O’Connell's key phrase is Theory of 
Mind (TbM) - the ability to read other 
people, to understand their emotions, 
beliefs and expectations, and hence to 
predict their behaviour. Problems with 
ToM have been suggested as the underly- 
ing cause of the deeply debilitating 
psychological illnesses of autism and 
schizophrenia. 

The author is a television producer and 
ex-prim atologist who worked on chim- 
panzees; she has also written a novel 
called Theory of Mind . (There are in fact 
more references to chimpanzees than to 
children in her book.) O'Connell writes 
well and paces the work smartly. But the 
book has some of the problems of tele- 
vision science presentation; it jumps 
around too much. Chapters are incoher- 
ent and there are a number of inaccur- 
acies in the reporting of empirical work. 
(I checked this out with two colleagues 
cited by O’Connell, and they indepen- 
dently said the same thing.) 


Once again, we have a straightfprwati 
theme winch is threaded throu gh * d&, 
parate literature. If you don’t undersafcd - 
novels or plays, it’s becanseyou catft ; 
understand motives or intentions. With- 
out a TbM, you can’t empathise. Equate . 
the better your TbM, the better ypnean , 

lie, cheat and kwe! • . - 1-“ ' : 

But the theme is too dissipated^ - 
because the issue - empathy -is itself few • - 
big. The topic is sold well for tiy-jjay V 
reader, but with too much generaEsafkai • - 
and emphasis on peripheral, -if interest- _? 
ing, studies that seem to confirm die 
sis. It’s all too inductive trying to infer y." 
general laws and universal truths onffie. . 
basis of a gamut of experimental results, ' . 
personal observations and good stories. 

Do I have a TbM about O’Cdnneffs . 
motives for writing the book? J 
fame, narcissism? The author is 
committed to her topic, but the t 
with people who get really excited by 
scientific concepts is that they find tile <. 
concept can miraculously explain jim 
about everything. And that is the point it 

which science becomes journalism. • j 



A heavyweight 
who always 
won on pointes 

Picasso, Stravinsky, Nijinsky: they all 
danced to the great impresario's tune. 
Michael Church searches for his secret 


. Speaking of DiaghSev by 

• John Drummond, Faber, £20 

D iaghilev died in 1929. In 1967 
John Drummond persuaded 
22 Ballets Russes survivors to 
speak about him on film. 
Thirty years on, Drummond has tran- 
scribed their interviews for a book, 
which thus represents a double time- 
warp. It begins oddly, with a series of 
swipes at long-dead BBC colleagues 
who failed to appreciate Drummond's 
. youthful genius, and with an astonish- 
ingly personal attack on the dance critic 
Richard Buckle, his adviser for the film. 

Buckle is the author of what is gen- 
erally regarded as the definitive 
Diaghilev biography. This Drummond 
condemns as containing too much fact 
and “too little judgment”. He acknow- 
ledges the scale of the Diaghilev indus- 
try, but justifies this new contribution 
to it by claiming that key questions have 
yet to be posed. 

Diaghilev was the supreme collector 
and shaper of talents, enthusing Picasso 
and Cocteau and presenting to the 
world Stravinsky and Satie, Benois and 
Bakst, plus a host of dancers. TRfogner 
- may have been the first exponent of the 
Gesamtkimstwerk - the fusion of music, 
drama, and spectacle - but what this 
Russian impresario did with music, 
dance, and visual art was no less orig- 
inal. After much huffing and puffing 
about “the nature of authority", Drum- 
mond’s unposed questions boil down to 
one simple one: how did he do it? 

Of course we’d tike to know, but 
most of us have long assumed we never 
shall. Art is mysterious, and collabor- 
ative creation particularly so. In a let- 
ter to his stepmother. Diaghilev him- 
self acknowledged the mystery: “I am, 
first a great charlatan, though with 
dash; second a great charmer, third 
cheeky, fourth a person with a lot of 
logic and few principles, and fifth, 
someone afflicted, it seems, with a 
complete absence of talent.” Setting 
aside that last defect - which referred 
to his failure as a composer - his self- 
diagnosis is still the best to date. 

Gan Drummond do. better? To be 
frank - and his pre-emptive arrogance 
demands nothing less - the answer is 
no. Speaking of Diaghilev leaves the 
mystery virgin ally intact. 

But there are still nuggets to be 
min ed from these unedited convers- 
ations, provided you overlook the plod- 
dingly unctuous questions which punc- 
tuate the text Provided, also, that you 
don’t mind being told endlessly about 
Diaghilev’s grey suits, gliding gait, 
frightening aloofness and fear of water, 
and the enormous size of his head. 

Some descriptions are evocative. His 
laugh was “like thunder rolling 
around”; his handshake was so soft that 
“you seemed to disappear into it”. 


When, surrounded by aoolytes, he 
made his entrance into a restaurant, “it 
was like a ship entering a harbour, with 
little ships around him ”. For Karsavina 
he had the lazy grace of a sea-lion. For 
Cecil Beaton he had a mouth like a 
shark, and “a marvellous poreless 
complexion”. 

We gather a lot about the control he 
exerted over his company by alternat- 
ing cruelty and kindness. We get some 
sense of his magic ability to seem 
boundlessly rich, while possessing little 
more than the clothes he stood up in. 

Every so often, an anecdote illumin- 
ates a work. Serge Lifaris Prodigal Son 
was so effective because it coincided 
with the errant dancer’s private recon- 
ciliation with his master. Sokolova's 
description of what it felt like to dance 
L’apres-midi d'un fame - “pushing 
your hands forward from the wrist” - 
speaks volumes. 

We learn from the composer Igor 
Markevitch how deeply Diaghilev 
immersed himself in the scores he 
commissioned. His interventions were 
so forceful that Markevitch found it 
“very difficult to know exactly who was 
the creator”. The composer Nicholas 
Nabokov, speaks of his infallible musi- 
cal intuition, and gets closer than any- 
one else to identifying the quality of 
risk which infused everything Dia- 
ghilev did. This, says Nabokov, derived 
from the fact that “he was perhaps the 
finst grand homosexual who asserted 
himself and was accepted as such by 
society”. 

But Speaking of Diaghilev is really 
three books, not one. The second 
recounts Drummond’s pursuit of his 
sacred monsters and their fascinating 
reactions to him. Some screw him for 
every penny they can; some become his 
devoted friends; some deliver monu- 
mental snubs, which he reports in 
masochistic detail 

The third book, in the form of an 
extended afterword, is the least satis- 
factory, being the autobiography of a 
balletomane who is also one of the most 
powerful arts grandees in Britain. 
Drummond is properly contemptuous 
of what passes these days for innov- 
ation, and shows why Diaghilev would 
not have been happy running the Royal 
Ballet. But he afro has scores to settle 
and alliances to cement, and seems 
incapable of disentangling these from 
the serious points he wants to make 
about the condition of dance today. Did 
this book not have an editor? 

Between a literary amateur like 
Drummond, who lets it all hang out, 
and a professional like Richard Buckle, 
who keeps his eye on the ball, there is 
no comparison. Speaking of Diaghilev is 
a patchy and querulous postscript to 
Buckle’s magnificent Diaghilev (Wei- 
denfeld, £14.99, and still in print). 
That's the book to get hold of. 



The thriving swan: Anna Pavlova, who danced for DiaghHev’s 'Ballet Russes’ 
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Mnd How Tfeu Go by Edward 
Blishen, Constable £16.95 

T he good news for all readers 
who enjoyed A Kdckhonded 
War, Uncommon Entrance 
. and other autobiographical vol- 
umes by Edward Blishen: here is 
another volume. The bad news 
could be deduced from Blishenfr 
. obituaries earlier this yean it’s his 
last. It ends with the words “You 
might die,” and indeed he did. Yet 
he remained a real pro to the last 
His manuscript was completed 

just before the arrival of the 
undertakers. And the prose, 
though written against the clock 
(or scythe), is just as polished and 
, witty as before. 

As presenter of countless liter- 


Go gentle into that good night 

Jonathan Sale enjoys a final date with 29.4.20 


ary programmes on radio, he 
knows how words sound in your 
ear and mind. Any celebrities 
threatening to write My Life as 
Host of Pas Win Supermarket Lot- 
teries should be beaten about toe 
cranium with Mind How You Co 
until they have mastered at least 
some of the Blishen skills. 

Admittedly, earlier books had 
more action. He was for 12 ye^ 
at the mercy of schoolchfldren 
and for five thrown around by tne 


fortunes of war - or. in his case, 
of pacifism. In this terminal vol- 
ume, he is tossed about by the 
whims of hospitals and, among 
other parts ot the body, by his 
bladder. So many doctors ask for 
his date of birth to pop into their 
forms that he becomes a perpet- 
ual birthday bey: “I was rapidly 
slipping into being 29.4-20.” 

This contrasts with the medical 
facilities cm offer during his child- 
hood. His mother used to take 


him to sniff the local gasometer, 
a process which she fondly 
believed to have therapeutic qual- 
ities. Since Edward’s baby brother 
died following a misdiagnosis, 
her medical knowledge was no 
less convincing than what the 
hospitals of the pre-Wei fare Stare 
days had to offer. 

As that suggests, Blishen 
juggles memories of childhood 
and old age. rccoHettioos of seven 
with 70. His friends turn up as 


boys and as senior citizens. He is 
here tying up loose ends and bal-. 
anting his books. Without in any 
woy being maudlin or self-pitying, 
it is his way of going gentie into 
the good night. 

This is not to say that the guilty 
go free. In an unexpectedly hilar- 
ious episode - his wife breaks a 
leg on a Tenerife holiday - he 
describes the private clinic from 
helL so anxious lo hang on to 
patients' fees that the elderly 


couple practically have to dig 
their way out. Last Of The Sum- 
mer Wine meets The Wooden 
Horse. Who would have thought 
that anyone could make his own 
cararact operation, and bladder 
and bowel probes, quite so 
entertaining? 

As a broadcaster, Blishen 
belonged to the pre-Dalek, pre- 
digital era. Now he has gone to 
the Great Studio in the Sky, where 
the knobs are not twiddled by irra- 
tional accountants and where any 
executive using the words “pro- 
ducer choice” is shoved into the 
burning fiery pit below. He leaves 
us this 250-page last will and tes- 
tament. as if to say, "... and to my 
readers, I bequeath a few final 
memories.” RIP. 



A 

WEEK 

IN 

BOOKS 



Boyd Tonkin 


I n their bare-fanged heyday, the 
Thatcherites used to claim that 
competition - however stiff - 
would always have a tonic, not a 
toxic, impact on rival traders. Does 
the same apply to books? Within a >' 
matter of weeks, the massed '■ 

biographers of Jane Austen will 
learn the hard truth as Maggie 
McKernan, David Nekes and Claire 
Tbmalin all add their new lives of 
Jane to the pile begun a few months 
ago by Valerie Grosvenor Myer. 

This triple whammy only goes to 
show that, for all the doomy talk 
about, hard-faced hatchet-persons in 
powet-suits, there’s still a lot more 
sensibility than sense in publishing ' 
today. J 

Biographies - especially of writers 
- seem peculiarly prone to this bus- 
stop effect You wait for a couple of 
decades, and then two, three or (in 
George Eliot’s case) four all come 
along more or less at once. Why 
should this happen? On one side, 

TV and film adaptations, expanding 
reprint lists and the ever-grinding 
education industry do successfully 
cany the classics to fresh cohorts of 
readers. On the other, older 
“standard” works start to feel musty 
and remote as the culture changes - 
most notably, in the direction of 
sexual frankness - and research 
unearths the sort of evidence to turn 
yesterday’s angel into tomorrow’s 
demon (or even vice versa). And, of 
course, death loosens the tongues of 
foe as well as friend - although 
Samuel Beckett emerged as lovable 
as ever from James Know Ison’s and 
Antony Cronin's recent lives. 

If biographers must cluster, better 
to tread rapidly on one another's 
toes, as the Janeites will. That at 
least permits a fair comparison. 

When one life steals a march on its 
peers, it becomes almost impossible 
for the straggler(s) to capture the 
same territory on review pages and 
bookstore tables. There’s little 
wrong with Stephen Coote’s and 
Keith Aildritt’s assured new 
biographies of W B Yeats (from 
Hodder and John Murray 
respectively) beyond the cruel fact 
that the firsL part of Roy Foster’s 
epic authorised version broke the 
tape back in January. 

In the spring, we reviewed (at 
some length) Jon Lee Anderson's 
biography of Che Guevara, shot in 
the Bolivian jungle 30 years ago. 

I his autumn, should Jorge 
Castaneda’s equally substantial tome 
- which draws on a broader spread 
of sceptical and hostile sources - 
command the same level of coverage 
for the bushy icon? If not. what 
about Henry Ryan’s study of the - 
urbane guerrilla, due in early 1998? 
When exactly should we draW a line ’ 
andsay “That s Enough Che (Ed)”? 

_ J™ snarl-ups and tailbacks do 
prove that publishers often have 

Sms 0 ™ ? le of one another’s 
b 1S not fr et > a Planned . 
th * T 0ment * titeraiy 
5*1*2* g ?,° n shadowing their 

rivals paths like characters from 

Two°SS Ue l?™ ** Henf y James. 
thS n?oi mg “ IShed contributors to 
rh^P^ ges are working on lives of 
revered 

European literature. They have 

Sli^Uh* Saine Sites * co ^ uhed *e 

from th^ hlVes ' ?? ught memories 
^ relatives. They 
herni Gach other ** their tragfcand 

far th^T 117 haunts then ^ *> 
h ave never met. And 

ESS* never will, until their - 
jackets touch cm bookshop shelves. 
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From diagnosis 
to deduction 

How did a stolid medic invent modern 
crime fiction? P D James looks for clues 


The Doctor, the Detective and 
Arthur Conan Doyle by Martin 
Booth, Hodder & Stoughton, £20 


A casual glance at the 
mam events of the life 
of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle can leave the 
enquirer with the 
stereotype of a Victorian gentle- 
man adventurer, either in fact or 
fiction: patriotic, egregiously 
brave, given to war-Uke valour 
and foreign adventures; a notable 
sportsman, self-opinionated, 
obstinate, occasionally pompous, 
chivalrous and faithful in love, 
honourable and loyal. Even his 
early life conforms to the trad- 
ition of the self-made man strug- 
gling through early deprivation to 
honour and success. His father 
was an irresponsible drunkard 
and it was his mother, Mary 
Doyle, who was the most impor- 
tant single influence in her son’s 
early life. She gave him her own 
love of history and literature, 
her instinct for story-telling and 
her insistence on honour and 
fair play. He struggled through 
five years of medical training and 
then set up in practice before 
finding his true and, finally, lucra- 
tive profession as an author. 

But he was a more complex - 
indeed, enigmatic and in some 
respects contradictory - charac- 
ter than a recital of his qualities 
would suggest. Throughout his 
life he vigorously fought against 
injustice wherever he saw it, 
whether overseas in the Belgian 
Congo, or at home. Although no 
friend of female suffrage, he 
advocated reform of the divorce 
laws which he rightly saw as pre- 
judiced in favour of men, and he 
campaigned vigorously and sues 
cessfiilly on behalf of prisoners 
whom he considered had been 
wrongly convicted, notably Oscar 
Slater in 1912. 

But for an educated man, par- 
ticularly a doctor, he was curi- 
ously naive, even gullible. He 
came to bis belief in spiritualism, 
the passion of his later years, after 
careful weighing of the evidence, 
but that did not prevent him 


Basil Rathbone (Sherlock Holmes) and Nigel Bruce (Dr Watson) in MGM's 1939 'Hound of the Baskerviltes’ 

Eminent Victorian 

Gabriel Josipovici locates a sage in his time 


RONALD GRANT ARCHIVE 


being the victim of charlatans. At 
the end of bis life he forfeited 
money, goodwill and admiration 
by his belief in femes, taken in by 
a photograph which was little 
more than a childish, hoax. 

It was a full and interesting life, 
well lived, but it is doubtful 
whether either his virtues or his 

eccentricities would have justified 

this or previous biographies weie 
it not for his creation of a single 
fictional character, Sherlock 
Holmes. This is not a judgement 
which would have afforded satis- 
faction to Conan Doyle. In plac- 
ing this achievement in relation 
to the author’s life, Martin Booth 
has had to rely on previously pub- 
lished records and material, since 
for some decades biographers 
have been denied access to 
Conan Doyle’s private papers. 
Given this prohibition It would be 
unreasonable to - expect new 
insights and fresh discoveries. 
Booth has written a conscientious 
and comprehensive account of his 
subject’s life from the material 
available; if we wish to find our 
way to the essential man, we 
need look little further than his 
work.' 

Sherlock Holmes could be said 
to have been bom on S March 
1886 when Conan Doyle began 
writing a novelette. It was first 
entitled A Tangled Skein , later 
changed to A Study in Scarlet: 
“the scarlet thread of murder 
running through the colourless 
skein of life". The novelette, ini- 
tially rejected by a number of 
publishers, was finally sold out- 
right to T\hrd Lock for ^5. It was 
an unpropitious appearance of 
the first major serial character in 
British fiction, and one who, 
through his author’s astonishing 
success, was fundamentally to 
influence the direction of the 
modem detective story. 

Conan Doyle was foitunate 
both in his timing - there was a 
burgeoning middle-class reading 
public avid for exciting fiction - 
and in his association from 1891 
with the newly published Strand 
Magazine with George Newnes as 
its proprietor. The magazine was 


an immediate success, the first 
issue selling over 300,000 copies. 
Editorial policy dictated an illus- 
tration on every page, and the 
Sherlock Holmes stories were 
allocated their own artist, Sidney 
Paget, whose vivid line drawings 
perfectly complemented the char- 
acter, and whose illustrations are 
still the definitive picture of Sher- 
lock. Holmes. 

The stories were sensationally 
popular. Queues formed at news- 
stands on publication day, and 
Sherlock Holmes quickly became 
wbat be remains today: a house- 
hold name. 

The success of the Sherlock 
Holmes stories is not difficult to 
explain. They were exciting, 
dramatic and suspensefuL The 
two main characters, Holmes and 
Dr Wilson, were contrasting indi- 
viduals with whom the readers 
could identify. And in Holmes, 
Conan Doyle had created the 
archetypical hero who was never- 
theless a true original; brilliantly 
clever, courageous, eccentric, 
physically compelling, and the 
possessor “of the most perfect 
reasoning and observing machine 
the world has ever seen”. 

The plots of the Holmes stories 
are ingenious but hardly credible. 
And Conan Doyle was careless 
about details. The dog that didn’t 
baric in the night is mysterious, 
but less so than Dr Watson’s dog, 
which disappeared completely. 
Inspector Lestrade changes his 
appearance dramatically between 
A Study in Scarlet and The Hound 
of the Baskervilles. The chron- 
ology is sometimes confused, 
parts of London are inaccurately 
described, and the writing is occa- 
sionally slapdash. 

None of this worried either 
Conan Doyle or his readers. A 
modem crime writer could wish 
that readers today were so 
accommodating. As the author 
wrote of the short stories: “Accur- 
acy of detail matters little. I have 
never striven for it and have 
made some bad mistakes In con- 
sequence. What matters is that I 
hold ray readers." He did hold 
them, and he does so still. 


The one that got away 

Dea Birkett goes fishing with an evergreen grande dame 


G eorge Steiner's criticism has 
always striven for grand imper- 
sonality, but what has made it 
interesting has been precisely 
the flavour it conveys of barely con- 
cealed personality. At the end of an 
essay by Steiner, one’s tendency is not to 
say: how true! but how does he manage 
to know so much, to write with such 
panache? Now, at last, he has produced 
a book in which he promises to 
speak of those things that have 
. made him who and what he is. 

The first chapters do not dis- 
appoint They take one from 
his early childhood in Austria 
to his brief sojourn in France 
and on to the French Lycde in 
M anh attan and the University 
of Chicago. In a marvellous 
section he describes how his 
father coaxed him into reading 
Homer in Greek and left him 
with an abiding passion for the 

classics of Western civilisation. 

_ A banker by necessity, he was, 
according to his son. the epit- 
ome of the cultured Viennese 
Jew: “His learning was exten- 
sive and exact ... Investment 
banking occupied most of his 
outward existence. At the core, 
it left him almost indifferent. 

From this tension came his 
uncompromising resolve that 
his son should know next to 
□orhing of his father’s profes- 
sion ... I was to be a teacher 
and 3 thorongh scholar.” 

Yet Steiner is half aware 


instead gives us what are in effect sum- 
maries of his long-held views: on Jewish- 
ness and the state of Israel; on music; on 
language; cm the fateful coHiskm of new and 
old in late- 20th-century culture. 

These are of course central issues, to put 
it mildly, but I would have preferred him 
to proceed in the personal vein of the open- 
ing chapters. Nevertheless, they all help one 
to see to how large an extent Steiner’s view 
of thing s is conditioned by bis upbringing. 

His concern with both language and 
music has, as he recognises, its roots in 


Errata: an examined fife by George Steiner, instead gives us what are in effect sum- others acclaim as *the new age'. There is 
V/ektenfeid & Nictdson, £11.99 maries of his long-held views: on Jewish- too much I have grasped too late in the 

ness and the state of Israel; on music; on day. Too often my activity as a writer and 

G eorge Steiner's criticism has lan guage ; cm the fateful collision of new and teacher, as a critic and scholar, has been, 
always striven for grand ixnper- old in late- 20th-century culture. consciously or not, an in raemoriam, a 

sonality, but what has made it These are of course central issues, to put curatorship of remembrance.” 

interesting has been precisely it mildly, but I would have preferred him What Steiner does not seem to see is that 

the flavour it conveys of barely con- to proceed in the personal vein of the open- this very plangency, this apocalyptic Dote, 
cealed personality. At the end of an ing chapters. Nevertheless, they all help one is itself topical of German culture of the late 
essay ty Steiner, one’s tendency is not to to see to how large an extent Steinef s view bourgeois period. He could have been 
say: how true! but how does he manage of things is conditioned by his upbringing, quoting from Wittgenstein’s Culture and 
to know so much, to write with such His concern with both language and Value or Thomas Mann’s DrFaustus. 
panache 0 Now at last, he has produced music has, as he recognises, its roots in But does the contrast have to be 
oKwnyrit in'wrtiir+i'he nmmises to between Brahms and rock, 

between a profound love of the 
19th centuiy and an irrespon- 
sible embracing of chaos? 
Much of the finest art of our 
centuiy has in fact simply side- 
stepped the terms in which 
such a debate has been con- 
ducted among those steeped in 
Germanic culture. There is a 
combination of lightness and 
depth in Stravinsky, an ele- 
mental quality about Birtwisde 
or Henry Moore, which owes 
little to the 19th century and 
yet is far from the crudities of 
pop culture or the cynical 
knowingness of post-modern- 
ism. Steiner ignores this and 
goes on asking his large and 
serious, his very Germanic 
questions. How can culture 
and barbarism coexist? Where 
are we going? And so,on. 

Towards the end a strange 
tone surfaces, as Steiner 
returns again and a g ain to the 
assertion that he has not 
- achieved the recognition he 
deserves and that his work has 
been consistently plagiarised. 
„ . At the same time, sometimes 

mixed blessing. “The cost or yj enne5e world: George Steiner, champion of the das- Jq the same sentence, he man- 
this early incision of the clas- ^ aiK j jj|g classic, In fail flight photograph- tompilston to hint at how immensely 
sical into my existence has successful he has been. How 

been considerable, he say^ . hi . motlessness. in his trilmgualism and can he doubt that the latter is the truth? 
and comes baektc '*£<**££* ^ b e^KTthree Jfe is wideiyregarded as the foremost cut, 

meditating entire state of ourOTfo^ at ^^ Bnthis J fflseofmus i ca , hist o r y, tural critic of his day. And yet his sense 

the end of toe !j.^ de2ree t0 ’ ' SaTculturally specific. It would have of having been betrayed - by his country 

though, if he JgSfcl shared by Schoenberg and Wittgen- and city of adoption, by his former pupfls 

^Sthee^lymflueoaoflus ^^ ^^ dAdo ^ butn0tfS ay, b yStraiTii- - is also very Vietmese-Jewish: it is to be 
able father has made him what s, Birtwistle. This history has found on almost every page of Schoen- 

bowev^hisune^mto msntoentena ^ Brahms, in berg’s letters, 

is itself so dearly themark of ndceSiem or African drumming. But then so is toe generosity of spirit 

with the culture of 1 9th -century Germany blames his education, with its which shines through much of this book 

and Austria. „ ’ . , ■ stress on the worship of the classics and - the simple enthusiasm for great achieve- 

There Is, first of all, toe ju- Qasic, for not having allowed him ments in whatever field, toe warmth of his 

and persuade, toe passkm Qftoe » - ■ fi TT vvh at ^ been happening homage to those who made him what he 

whicThdraf^beenff.^^ £ toe ebbing of S3 is. A?d that is the .true George Steiner 

Stehteris writing. Icotof “Jf. t£g performative hierarchies instrumental though I suppose it j m tenon of 
less of it her^.suKe ^er Jre^^atmg ^ pre -Socratics, which define things that he should not always be as 

chaptere tfoSnMswS what I have called ‘the epilogue’ but which aware of this as bis readers. 


The Ntee Lives of Naomi Mitchison 

by Jenni Calder, Virago, £20 


W hat is it about Naomi 

Mitchison? There seems so 
much meat in her cham- 
pagne-socialist life for a 
good, gutsy biography, pointing to 
her roots in the Fabianism and 
feminism of toe first half of this 
centuiy. But, like a female Lau- 
rens van der Post, Mitchison has 
attracted unquestioning awe 
rather than analysis. When she 
celebrates her 100th birthday in 
November, she should be thank- 
ful that for a centuiy the critical 
hounds have been kept at bay. 

In the first full account of her 
life, biographer Jfll Benton con- 
fessed she was a “passionate stu- 
dent" of Naomi's, “bent on hon- 
ouring the lives of those accomplished 
women writers short-changed by liter- 
ary history” - on which list, of course, 

Mitchison was high. In Jenni Calder, toe 
Scottish matriarch has another biographer 
who is also neither detective 
nor detractor but a devoted dis- 
ciple. From the outset, Calder 
dearly draws the line between 
her subject and us ordinary mor- 
tals. “For Naomi Mitchison liv- 
ing has meant not existing, 
enduring, putting up with, com- 
promising". For her, life has 
been “adventuring, protesting, 
galvanising others". 

■ Naomi Mitchison’s life is a 
testament to ' unbounded 
energy. She has written more 
than 80 books, as well as plays, 
poems, and articles. Her first 
novel. The Conquered , was 
reputedly drafted on a board 
resting on ber son’s pram as she 
pushed him along toe Embank- 
ment. She had five surviving 
children by her patient hus- 
band, Dick. She collected lovers 
as other upper-middle-class 
women collect fine china. She 
fought for contraception, 
nuclear disarmament and 
fishermen’s rights. 

In her forties, she bought Woman of the century: tfr 
Carradale House on toe Mull of Mitchison, pictured at the 
Kin tyre and became laird of a and more recently 
Scottish village; in her sixties, 

she became the “mother” of a Botswanan tribe. 

This far-reaching life begs for a soupgon of analysis: a soci- 
ety hostess and committed socialist, both battling against and 
benefiting from class privilege. But any hint of such contra- 
dictions is glossed over. “Although professing a lack of inter- 
est in possesaons,” Calder writes, and said to share EM 


that this has been, for him, a __ 

mixed blessing. “The cost of world: George Steiner, champion of the das- 

ihis early incision of the clas- sics and classic, in fall flight photograph- tomtilston 
sical into my existence has 


Woman of the century: the 
Mitchison, pictured at toe a 
and more recently 

of a Botswanan tribe. 


Forster's belief that ownership was “the wickedest 
thing in the universe”, Naomi went to 
Sotheby’s and Christie's to buy furniture for 
her new home. On this, Calder offers no 
comment. 

But Calder’s biggest blind spot is in 
refusing to question Mitchison's 
claim to be embraced by classes and 
cultures other than her own. At 
Carradale, according to Calder. 
the new laird immediately fell in 
with the local fishermen. Her evi- 
dence for this comes from 
Mitchison’s own poetry, but was 
this truth masked as fiction, or 
simply wishful thinking? 

In the early Eighties, I wrote 
to the laird of Carradale asking 
if I might visit. Like Benton add 
Calder, I wanted to meet a woman 
I admired. She invited me for the 
weekend, and I pitched my one- 
woman tent in her substantial 
grounds. During my stay, an expedition 
was organised to go salmon fishing. We 
were all issued with wellingtons and water- 
proofs and told to rendezvous at the back 
door. Naomi Mitchison, several 
members of her huge family 
and myself tramped down to the 
beach. We stood by while three 
local fishermen went out in their 
boat, trawled their net, caught a 
fish, and brought it back to the 
shore, where they bludgeoned it 
to death at their laird’s feet. We 
all walked back to the Big 
House. Not even the tips of my 
wellingtons were wet The next 
evening we ate the salmon at the 
grand table, congratulating our- 
selves on our fine catch. In the 
Eighties, people still dressed for 
dinner at Carradale. “Did you 
enjoy salmon fishing?” someone 
asked. No one seemed to be 
aware of the irony. 

Such details are not dwelt 
upon by Calder. She outlines 
Mitchison’s unfailingly success- 
ful attempts to be part of com- 
munities to which she is a natural 
outsider. This member of toe 
distinguished Haldane family is 
said to have blended in beaut- 
t uncompromising Naomi ifully with life at a village in 
age of 16 in 19X3 (top) Botswana: “She was soon one of 

them, a Mokgatla, and the *we’ 
of all her writing about 
Botswana confidently asserts her African identity." 

Buried in this hagiography, there is a tiny clue to another 
Naomi Mitchison, in a throwaway remark made by one of her 
children. She has never known her mother to go for a walk on 
her own. Above all, it seems, Naomi Mitchison - an irrepress- 
ible T - has wanted to be part of a “we”. 
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Paperbacks 



by Christopher Hirst 
and Emma Hagestadt 

Demonic Males by Richard 
Wrangham and Dale Peterson 
(Bloomsbury, £7.99) This 
enthralling investigation into the 
“vicious, lethal aggression" endemic 
in human males begins with a 
devastating comparison of Rwandan 
genocide with butchery in 
chimpanzee communities. The 
parallels are described as 
“unsettling", particularly in light of 
the discovery that chimpanzees are 
more closely related to humans than 
to gorillas. The authors convincingly 
argue against determinism but 
appear optimistic in their insistence 
that the acquisition of wisdom can 
“draw us away from the five-million 
year stain of our ape past". 

Inventing the Abbotts by Sue Miller 
{Indigo, £5.99) Best known for her 
novel The Good Mother , Sue Miller 
continues to explore the perils of 
single-mornmicdom in her short 
stories - sex with a new partner 
while the baby snoozes being one of 
her favoured themes. In one stoiy a 
37-year-old mother inadvisably gels 
out erotic snapshots of her younger, 
more nubile self to show to a new 
lover, while in “Expensive Gifts", a 
woman who begins the night in bed 
with an unfamiliar man ends it 
snuggled up to her two-year-old son. 
In this titillating, readable collection, 
only the book's title story, about two 
brothers' obsession with a family of 
sisters, fails to pack a punch. 

Racing Pigs and Giant Marrows by 
Harry Pearson (Abacus, £5.99) Like 
the naughty boy in every class. 
Pearson can’t stop cracking jokes. 
This account of 25 North Country 
shows, ranging from the Appleby 
Horse Fair to the Egton Gooseberry 
Fair, is packed with gags. 

Fortunately, they’re very good ones, 
such as the way that a crab 
sandwich, left in Tupperware for an 
hour, produces “the nauseating 
stench of a Russian factory ship 
becalmed in the Indian ocean with a 
faulty refrigeration system". This 
book is a joy and a treasure. 

in the Garden of Desire by Wendy 
Maltz and Susie Boss (Bantam, 
£9.99) In this survey of the sexual 
fantasies of more than 100 
American women, one of the 
participants remarks: “Fantasies 
don’t fart, suffer exhaustion or leave 
bailed-up socks on the floor." 

Unlike their male counterparts, 
female fantasies tend to be complex 
narratives: “I imagine fm a 
meditation student using a secluded 
ashram in the woods ..." Six 
common fantasy roles include 
Victim, Dominatrix and Voyeur. As 
the authors note, “We don't have to 
like fantasy for it to provide a 
positive function." 

Fortofino by Frank Schaeffer (Black 
Swan, £6.99) Eyes fixed on his three 
slices of tuna, three slices of salami, 
four olives and round of mortadelia, 
young Calvin Becker prays that the 
rest of the pensione won’t notice his 
mother saying grace. Just one of the 
coundess embarrassing moments 
recalled in Schaeffer’s sc mi- 
autobiographical novel remembering 
Sixties holidays on the Italian Riviera 
with his American missionary 
parents. A novel that glows with 
sentiment and cheap red wine. 



AUDIOBOOKS 

I am made 
uneasy by any 
form of writing 
which cannot 
readily be 
spoken aloud", 
says Laurie 
Lee in “True 
Adventures of a Boy Reader”, the 
first of the stories that make up 
I Can’t Stay Long (Isis, 2hrs 
30mins, £8.99). He was, he explains, 
the inheritor of an oral tradition of 
language - “a vocabulary small 
though naturally virile, the words 
ancient, round and warm to the 

tongue." How he discovered the 

“power and glory, persuasive magic 
and ready gift of hallucination” of 
books, and moved from Defoe, 
Bunyan and Swift to the moderns, 
explains the genesis of his sturdily 
romantic style. Appropriately, his 
own voice redoubles its charm. 

The lilting alliteration of JRR 
Tolkien’s translation of Sir Gawain 
and the Green Knight (Harper- 
Collins, 2hrs 30mins, £8.99) makes 
no easy task for the reader, but Tfeny 
Jones, a medievalist as well as an 
actor, tackles it gamely. 

Christina Hardyment 
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A regular guy, lost in love’s labyrinth 

Penelope Lively follows a gifted yarn-spinner into the masculine maze 


Larry's Party by Carol Shields, 

Fourth Estate, £16.99 

C arol Shields has always been a 
wonderful manipulator of struc- 
ture in her fiction. She plays 
around with the conventions of 
linear narrative and then delivers some 
arresting brew of her own. The Stone 
Diaries served up a whole range of evi- 
dence about the life of its protagonist. 
Happenstance sliced a marriage and gave 
the wife's point of view, and then the hus- 
band's. Mary Swann - a particular 
favourite with me - hid its dead woman 
poet behind the obsessive manoeuvrings 
of ber admirers, juggled with evidence 
again and even supplied persuasive poetry 
somewhere after Emily Dickinson. 

Shields also has a corner in esoteric 
occupations thoroughly researched. By 
the end of Happenstance , you. knew a lot 
of interesting stuff about quilt-making. 
The Republic of Love filled you in on 


mermaid mythology. The hero of Larry's 
Party , true to form, is a designer of gar- 
den mazes and the stoiy of his life is told 
in a way that is circular and circumstan- 
tial, linear only in the sense that it homes 
in on him at carefully selected moments. 

What all this amounts to is that Carol 
Shields has thought far more intently than 
do most novelists about this tricky, sem- 
inal and often betraying matter of the 
selection of evidence. Why tell the reader 
this rather than that? Her fiction is a 
cunning tapestry of judiciously chosen 
threads. You won’t see the pattern until 
the very last moment, when you stand 
back and look. 

Larry's Party ends with just that: the 
party at which the various elements of his 
life are brought together for a triumphant 
denouement. “What’s it like being a man 
these days?” someone asks: a flip, dinner- 
party remark which then prompts some 
heartfelt alcoholic comment and also 
serves as the focus of the entire noveL 


This is a book about what it is like to be 
a man at this point in time - or rather, to 
be a Canadian floral designer (who thinks 
that he may be, just probably, a tittle 
banal) as interpreted by a shrewd woman 
novelist. 

Larry Weller was not particularly 
bright at school. His reflections on his 
own possible banality arise when he 
first conies across the won!, at a time 
when he is obsessed with the fact that he 
is semantically deprived - “the empty 
white echo he sometimes hears can be 
calmed by words”. When he left school, 
his mother enquired about a course In 
furnace repair but the local college sent 
. the brochure on floral arts by mistake: 
a nice conjunction of happenstance and 
linguistic confusion. 

Larry is not banal, in the sense that no 
one is. He could be seen as ordinary - he 
has no particular distinction of mind, no 
great powers of perception - but in the 
hands of his sympathetic creator he 


becomes a kind of archetype. He is 
decent, striving and perplexed. This per- 
plexity lies at the heart of t h in gs and 
informs his erratic progress through two 
marriages and a further relationship until 
the final watershed. He moves from his 
first love, sprightly, feisty Dome, to Beth, 
herself something of an archetype: a self- 
absorbed Eighties woman writing a doc- 
toral thesis on women saints (a quintes- 
sential Shields touch, that), who quotes 
Donne in bed. Women dominate the 
book, even if it is a man’s story - and very 
properly so, since the questions of gen- 
der and the shifting balance between the 
sexes are the matters at issue. 

There are no easy answers here; this is 
not prescriptive writing. Larry’s stoiy is 
not offered as some salutary tale of what 
happened to Western men in the last 
quarter of the 20th century but rather as 
a reflection of how one such may have 
perceived his problems. And a convinc- 
ing account it is too, quite blowing apart 


that rigid notion that women cannot 
write of men (or vice versa, for tbatma£ 
ter). Through Larry’s eyes and by way of: 
his experience we sample all the da flinc ss 
of existence alongside the significant 
themes in his life: the moment wben he 
walks out on his first marriage, bis feel- 
ings for his son, his unexpected advance , 
as a fashionable designer of mazes for 
wealthy patrons. : 

The concept of the maze features . 
prominently - both symbolic (perhaps*, 
bit beftily so) and practical Eariyon, 
Larty goes through some sort of metical 
experience in the Hampton Court m ja z e. 
This came across as somewhat b afflin g, 
but I suppose that mystical events are just 
that. At any rate, the moment dtscont-- 
poses him and acts also as a directive 
From then on, maze, theory will become 
an obsession, powering the twists mid 
loops of Larry’s progress and lending an 
idiosyncratic spin to this clever and 
beguiling novel. 



Mary Ellen Mark's spine-chilling picture of a snake charmer with Ms son, outside Delhi (1981), comes from 'India: a Celebration of Independence’, edited by Victor Anant (Aperture, £35), a 
panoramic survey of the nation by great photographers, from Cartier-Bresson to Salgado 


The regeneration game 


T his month, the Penguin Group 
launches a trio of “hip" young nov- 
els for the twentysome thing read- 
ership. A venerable media conglomer- 
ate like Penguin is hardly noted for 
being out there as a publisher. So in 
order to reposition itself. Penguin is 
promoting these novels as “New Brit 
Lit", trailing them with vogueish buzz- 
words and decking the pack of proof 
copies in a Union Jack. Very Cool 
Britannia! 

Although I half expected one of the 
novels to feature an Oasis song for a 
title, it is in fact the Spice Girls who are 
referenced- Apparently, Girl Power is 
all that Camden Girls (Penguin, £6.99) 
really want Jane Owen’s d£but novel 
features a crew of homy. Lycra-clad 
boozing babes on the prowl in North 
London’s coolest quarter. 

Juno is young, free and single. She is 
a beautiful, middle-class loafer who, 
between gatecrashing the veiy best par- 
ties and dealing drugs to music business 
types, simply lives for having a rood 
tim e with no strings attached: “Oh for 
a man honest enough to just say I’d like 
to shag your arse off baby but after that 
I never want to see you again.” 

During a long, hot summer weekend 
of girl mayhem, Juno stops to wonder 
if she’s a bit on the shallow side. Trying 
to locate the motivating force in her life, 
she quickly rules out religion, ambition, 
good works, even love: “tbeonly thing • 
I really enjoy nowadays is doing drugs.” 

The lur king tone of moral censure in 
Camden Girls turns full on in Wasted 
(Penguin £6.99). Krissy Kays' first novel 
finds young people of today to be aim- 
less, selfish, and constantly off their 
heads - a generation lost to chemicals, 
adrift in a joyless and. alienating Lon- 
don. Starting with a drug-related fatal- 
ity at a pop music festival, Wasted ends 
with Saul, the leading character, giving 
up cocaine and heading for India to 
search for the meaning of life. Too much 
fun, suggests Kays, and not nearly 
enough utilitarian striving, is very bad 
for the soul. 

Such disapproval prevents Kays tram 
conveying the thrill or euphoria of 
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Pick of the week 

Are Ybu Experienced? 
by William Sutcliffe 


pleasure, or from writing in a style which 
reflects the experiences of her charac- 
ters. In recent times, the fusion of new 
leisure technologies - drugs, dance 
music, computers and videogames — has 
had a considerable influence on the 
shape of British art, fashion and advert- 
ising, as well as on the popular fiction 
of writers such as Alan Warner, Brid- 
get O’Connor and Stewart Honie ; with 
their varied experiments in non-linear 
narrative forms. 


Even the old fashioned, boozy Cam- 
den Girls makes some stab ar expand- 
ing the reader’s mind, dropping the 
occasional fragment of stream-of- 
consciousness into the mix. Going into 
a rave, Juno abstains from using any 
punctuation for a while: “Let it go now 
just feel the music feel the power in all 
these people we are family." I suppose 
even William Burroughs had to start 
somewhere. 

These difficult questions of style 
don’t really come up with Are Yon 
Experienced? (Hamish Hamilton, 
£9.99), the third and the best of these 
novels. Where Wasted ends with Saul 
leaving for India, William Sutcliffe's sec- 
ond novel opens with Dave and Liz 
already on the plane, bound for New 
Delhi. 

During her year off before starting 
college Liz is hoping to find spiritual 
meaning in the subcontinent, whilst 
Dave, being of a more materialist per- 
suasion, is hoping finally to get Liz to 
have sex with him. 

What he in fact gets is all the high- 
grade dope he can handle, and vicious 
diarrhoea. In turn. Liz comes to realise 
that she can't stand Dave, dumping him 
for a charlatan holy man and tan trie sex. 
She also takes to wearing saris and hug- 
ging street beggars. 

Are You Experienced? is a comic novel 
of oneupmanship and bickering 
between young people desperate to be 
liked by each other. It is therefore both 
very modern and timeless. 

Wisely, Sutcliffe doesn't try to be so 
trendy, or to catch the mood of a gen- 
eration. Instead, he deploys a fine tal- 
ent for social satire, brilliantly, if 
bizarrely. relocating the screwball com- 
edies of Thirties Hollywood to the 
hippy trail of the Nineties, where 
young backpackers trek through “Ind- 
iaahh" mainly as a character-building 
experience to put on their CVs, and the 
truly sacred text is not The Baghavad 
Gita but The Lonely Planet Guide. 
Here, beneath the hype of a pub- 
lisher's tilt for fashionability, lies a won- 
derfully acute, heartfelt - even 
“wicked" - piece of new fiction. 


Cargo of despair 

Fraser Harrison takes the Middle Passage 
and laments man’s inhumanity to man 


Feecfing the Ghosts by Fred O' Aguiar, 
Chatto & Windus, £14.99 


D isease ts running riot on the slave ship 
Zong as it plies the middle passage 
between West Africa and Jamaica. 
The captain decides to protect his healthy 
cargo by slinging overboard the infected 
“pieces". In this way he plans to halt the dis- 
ease, save rations and preserve a profitable 
ratio of the ship’s “holdings". 

He is confident he will recover the value 
of his losses from the insurers back in Lon- 
don. He orders his crew to throw overboard 
132 pieces of “stock” - men, women and 
children plucked out of the hold and marked 
as strokes in his meticulous register before 
being namelessly dropped into the sea and 
the void of history. 

One of the slaves, Mintah - condemned 
to death for insolence rather than infirmity 
- manages to climb back on board. With the 
help of the cook’s assistant she not only slays 
alive to lead an abortive rebellion, but finds 
pen and paper and writes a journal of these 
dreadful events. 

This document is produced in court when 
the suit for compensation is heard. Among 
other things, it reveals that one of the 
allegedly sick children had to be chased 
round the deck before she was caught and 
dumped in the waves, “Where is the neces- 
sity in the decision to dispose of her?” asks 
the lawyer for the insurers. 

Fred D’Aguiar's third novel is derived 
from a true case, given much uncomfortable 
publicity by Granville Sharp, first chairman 
of the Quaker society for the abolition of 
slavery. D'Aguiar convincingly conjures up 
the appalling conditions in which newly 
captured slaves were imprisoned during 
their voyage to the West Indies. None of the 
white characters uses the word “slaves"; they 
are invariably referred to as “stock”. 
D’Aguiar further reinforces their loss of indi- 
viduality by differentiating only Mintah. 

The others are never more than anonv- 
mous pairs of eyes staring out of the Fetid 
darkness in the hold. Their atrocious situa- 


tion is mostly suggested by means of the 
crewmen’s disgust at having to go below. 
There is a telling moment, as forceful as any 
account of rape or beating, when the first 
mate s lamp is nearly extinguished by lack 
of oxygen in the women’s section. This is 
truly imaginative historical fiction. - - 
The first part of the novel is more con- 
cerned with the slavers than with the slaved 
It seems to be asking the age-old question- 
now can humans do this to each other? The 
white men are individualised, but only in so 
far as they vary in their reactions to the can- 
tain s orders. Some grumble a little, butaS 
obey in the end. 

The only man who shows compassion is 
the assistant cook, and he is a simpleton. The 
very fact that the slave trade flourished for 
so many years proves that our ISth-ceotuiy 
ancestors like those responsible for the 
Holocaust, behaved as D’Aguiar sueeests- 
with unconcerned crueltyTftrhapfS 

K? T J* n S d8e «* r inspection. On 

han ^’ t0 dlsmiss ^em as sadists 
and buffoons is surely a mistake. 

IJ Aguiar depicts the judge in the insnr- 

of justice who never recognises 
° f case - The feet tbSthfc 
WnSI u " r fP r « e ntatTve of the historical 
Lord Mansfield does not matter but what 
makes slavery and other atrocities the harder 

"EftS* k t! ? at are not conSt- 
d ^ b ™ tes * but by intelligent and cul- 

therefore "if 11 ' Their mentality does 
tnerefon. need to be explained. 

m , 2* J™ 1 "* of Mintah is set against the 

5="° usn ? ss ’ * s he occasionally 

Sdfole and !i Ierai y to he entirely 

"'s„ ro r 1 

SSWa h A r to surviv e, her sold 
wiih ih Jllf Wood of her being is contrasted 

And, his e K i . tyand . indiffere nceofthesea. : . 
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Tessellation row: the Giant* s Causeway is Antrim’s biggest drawcard 


PHOTOGRAPHS. CHRISTUPHER HlliJ 


Far beyond Belfast's tensions lies one of the world's most spectacular 
coastlines - as Simon Calder discovers on a trip along the edge of Antrim 


O ne hundred degrees? The 
thermometer may have 
climbed that high where 
you were this week, but on 
the coast of County Antrim 
the temperature stayed 
well within two Fahrenheit 
figures. Were there a scale for scenery, 
though, this shoreline would surely score 
higher than anywhere else in the kingdom. 
Two of the UK’s most stunning pieces of 
coastal scenery are separated by seven 
miles. And between them lies an absurdly 
beautiful beach. 

Yet this tableau is but the denouement 


rest of the world. The only visible company 
is the dark, brooding shape of the Mull of 
Kin tyre, 13 miles away across the North 
Channel. You start humming the tune, and 
by the following day are still doing so (and 
cursing Sir Paul McCartney for his anthem 
to the Scottish peninsula). 

Ballycastle, where normal life resumes, 
is a bit of a boom town this summer. The 
old ferry link to Campbeltown, abandoned 
around the time Paul McCartney had a 
Christmas No 1 with his dirge, has been 
reinstated. Never mind thar the vessel that 
the ArgyD & Antrim Steam Packet Co is 
using, MV Claymore, has enjoyed man y bet- 
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of a story which begins much further south ter days; the route opens up all sorts ofpos- 
and west a Inna thf thnw* * . _ni .■ F 


Anatomy of Antrim: on a scale for scenery, this shoreline would score higher than anywhere else in the UK 


and west along the shore. 

World travellers think they can list great 
coastal drives at the drop of a place name: 
Highway One in California, the Great 
•Ocean Road in the Australian state of Vic- 
toria ... They should add the A2 from 
Larne to Cnsbendall. For 25 miles, the road 
crouches between the land and the shore, 
leading you past a succession of scenes. 
First, ungainly suburbia: next, standard- 
issue, ultra-green Irish farmland; then bru- 
tal cliffs, through which the road 
occasionally drills. (Punctuating this — — 
tale of majesty, though, is a series 
of ragged urban settlements for " 

which the cliches “quaint" and 
“charming” can remain safely 
stowed in the thesaurus.) 

Not that the residents aren't 
friendly, mind. You know the sorts 
of organisations where a house rule 
insists that the phone is answered 
within four rings? The Northern Ire- {f 
land Tburist Board appears to have 
a similar policy to help tourists. If 
any visitor enters a pub alone, one ■ LONE 
of the locals is obliged strike up a OEH 
conversation within 10 seconds. I ■ 
tested this on three occasions this 
week, and it worked eveiy time. 

Soak up the stout with a helping 
of dulse - dried, salted seaweed ' -.h m . 
which some locals believe deserves •••^v5 r 
to be as ubiquitous as potato crisps. V" 
When you track some down by fol- 
lowing one of the signs beside the 
A2 advertising “Dulse, 100 yards , I *— 
you find out why it isn’t; the taste 
resembles spinach-flavoured Sella tape. 

Cushendall represents the end of the 
easy ride along the coast; no highway 
could be cut in the clifls north of here. Pret- 
tier and more concise than other towns on 
the coast, Cushendall is the best base for 
eaqjloring the Nine Glens of Antrim that 
carve up the nearby countryside. Each val- 
ley has been chiselled out of the ancient 
rock by a river; some are fearsomely steep, 
but the A2 follows the path of least resis- 
tance along broad Glencorp. At Cushen- 
dun, you could continue gently along the 
inland route. Be tempted, though, by the - 
signposted “Scenic route via Torr Head”, 
which lives up to its promise. 

In a series of switchbacks, the road i 
claws along the coast, reaching 650ft at « 
Green Hill (a fellow cyclist I met had i 
amended his map to replace the under- I 
stated word “Hill” with something much 
more graphic). Apart from the odd wheez- i 
mg cyclist, you feel quite cut off from the s 


sibllities for travellers wanting to make a 
circuit of Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

The town remains endearingly unaf- 
fected by the attention; the garden of the 
house three doors along from my hostel 
featured an old bidet in place of a plant poL 
Most of the new arrivals turn right out of 


l 

The island degenerates into the sea aftcrj 
a couple of hundred yards along the foot-* 
path, but from it you can survey its stout 
sibling, Sheep Island, and gasp at the scale 
of the shoreline (or is that in trepidation 
at the prospect of the return journey?), j 
Assuming you make it, continue along tu 
another National Ihist treasure: White 
Park Bay. Were you to design the perfect 
beach from scratch, it would look a lot like 
this: a mile-long arc of blanched sand, shell 
tering between two mighty headlands. What 
makes White Park Bay special is what’s 
absent: no buildings beyond a couple of 
handsome houses, and no people - pre- 1 
sum ably because this is Antrim, not Antigua, 
No other island can boast Antrim's final 
phenomenon: the Giant’s Causeway. As 
bees will testify, nature adores a hexagon,- 
For geological and geometric proof, take? 
the trail down from the coast road to a sight 
for which, like all real wonders, no photo- 
graph can prepare you. An ancient volcanic 
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the harbour, and start climbing the cliffs to eruption somehow crystallised into a cho- 
. Pwe miles out, ar the apex of a hair- rus of hexagonal columns, each a subtly dif- 

pin bend, a sign points towards Camck-a- fereni height. Thev lesselate together to 
Rede, which translates from the Gaelic as form a broad promenade into the sea. You 

find yourself drawn to the coda,’ 
7~~ \y •• ; —Jp T" 1 shiny with spray, and turn tq 

" ' ''-'&*£> 1®“ ll,e exquisite detail of ihu 

causeway against a magnifi- 
__ •' j cently barren backdrop. At 

oSfSr • ••/«• :-^h^ ^; find " aV 

^ - eccentric. But I wanted to find 

Busfa ngs xl . .. ■ out whence the few visitors 

B u n d T u tr o ^ I hal lhere were had i-ume. So 

N t U n 1 .11. t n . ... I' ' r for tac hour’s cycle ride home, 

ijjRELANlB^ i? f- . Hatf •• 1 counted - German tourists 

JrK.: ; . . • ; r were tops, followed by French 

• • " and ^ utc h- Not one vehicle; 

v ; .-*■"] ^ • M- though, from England, Wales 

y I ^ . • . |L or Scotland. I 

ImI ft reSfc '• One reason for three-quar- 

" - ] ' «,• 9 \ ?, ; Cvffc. ters of the United Kingdom 

\f'A N T R.Lm perversely avoiding a speeiac- 

* . • ‘ uJar coast was summed up on 

.. lhe road sign announcing,- 

\ truthfully: “Antrim’s Coast -ail 

* . __ j \ Area of Outstanding Natural 

' ' ^ — - i Iitt ^T r.- y 75 ~ r A *•- Beauty-". Someone had spray- 

FollOW J he si S- ‘O »e Ulster 

^ !i u e 3 311 a ecomplice had plastered “Victorv ai 

.mj -colon, separat^ from the shore by a Drumcree" in large blue capitals across the 

wfffc 11116 lhC r ° ad ^ hewn widIh of the road - But not once this week 

leer cum. t did the coastline Fed like a front line. 


“road in the rock". Follow the signs to see 
why: the rock juts out into the sea like a bulky 
semi-colon, separated from the shore by a 
narrow channel (lhe ■‘road") hewn through 
sheer cliffs. 

The average visitor comes here for a 
cheap thrill. The channel is crossed by a ter- 
rifying rope walkway, agitated by even a 
benevolent breeze. Two at a time, tourists 
teeter across the 20 yard divide. Those with 
unkind travelling companions are 
instructed to pause halfway across to pose 
for the camera. Dogs, a sign helpfully 
warns, are banned - any hound would cer- 
tainly tumble through the worryingly open 
spaces between the ropes and’ the plank, 
along which a petrified Japanese girl is 
stumbling Seabirds circle and heckle, while 
waves emphasise the rocks 200 feci below 
by repeatedly smashing against them. 

The great thing about Carrick-a-Rede is 
that you are drawn here for the crack, but 
stumble across a splendid vista of seascape. 


Simon Calder paid £27 to sail from Cairn-, 
ryan to Lame aboard P&O 's Jetliner (01224 
57261 J). He returned from Ballycastle to 
Campbeltown on the Arc'll Steam 

Packet , the Claymore . fare £23 (0345 
5235231 He stayed at Kathleen Quinn's bed 
and breakfast at Sfimmore in Cushendall 
(01266771610) for £1 5 a night, and paid £6 
a nig/u for a bed at the Castle Hostel bv the 
harbour in Ballycastle Wl 2657 62337). More 
information: S orthcm Ireland Tourist Board, 
St Anne 's Court. 59 North Street. Belfast BTl 
INB (01232 231221). No map is necessary' 
for the stretch between Lame and Cushen- 
dall (just stick to the A2). but btyond that, 
sheet fixe of the Ordnance Sun-ey of North- 
ern Ireland 1:50,000 series is recommended: 


P resident Clinton 

doesn’t want you to go 
on holiday. OK: that’s 
an exaggeration. What 
the world’s, most powerful man 
wants to stop you doing is 
going on holiday to Cuba. 
v There are two main reasons 
: . why -you might decide to book 
a trip to Cuba, The fiist is the 

opportunity to visit the last 
sensible bastion of socialism, a 
nation that has survived for 
nearly 40 years under the 
guidance (or should that be. 
^Ihumb”?) of Fidel Castro, the 
world’s longest-serving political 
leader. The second is that the 
Caribbean’s largest island has 
some splendid beaches and 
decent rum, and happens to be 
stupidly cheap at the moment- 
Bur whichever reason applies, .. 
Mr Clinton has placed all sorts 
of obstacles between you and 
Havana. 


Britain’s travellers are 
caught up in the economic war 
being waged by the United 
States against what it says is an 
oppressive and undemocratic 
regime. There are, of course, 
many oppressive and 
undemocratic regimes in the 
world, but the only one that 
Washington makes a fuss about 
us visiting is Cuba. 

You might imagine that the 
British should be able to travel 
without outside interference. 
But the tentacles of Mr 
Clinton's economic embargo . 
extend so deep that Britain's . 
biggest tour operator, 

Thomson, has withdrawn its 
holidays in Cuba for fear that 
its directors would be denied 
permission to trawl to the US 
(one of the consequences of 
“trading with the enemy”). 
Plenty of other tour operators 
continue to offer holidays in 


Cuba, but a leading chain of 
British travel agencies is set to 
stop selling them. 

The imminent takeover by 
the US company Carlson of the 
tour operator Inspirations will 
mean that all branches of the 
travel agent AT Mays become 
American-owned. As soon as 
the deal goes through. AT 
Mays will stop selling Cuba. 

Independent agents and 
operators will continue to risk 
the wrath of the White House 
by selling holidays in Cuba, and 
independent-minded travellers 
wfll continue to buy them. 
Should you book a seat from 
Gatwick to Havana on the 
Cuban national airline, you will 
find the aircraft used will be a 
DC-10 - manufactured in Long 
Beach, California. Mr Gimon’s 
embargo must be alarmingly 
leaky if ir allows a plane that 
size through the net. 


Simon Calder 


“Discussing the black 
market with clients 
was a no-win situation, 
rather, like discussing 
sex with teenagers” 


“Your piece on black markets 
in Eastern Europe brought 
back many memories,” writes 
Neil Taylor from Bristol. Mr 
Taylor is managing director of 
Regent Holidays, which has 
been offering holidays to odd 
places for three decades - 
many of which, until recently, 
offered the sorts of 
advantageous parallel markets 
mentioned in this column last 
week. I miss the thrills and 
opportunity of the black 
market; Mr Taylor doesn't. 

“Discussing the black 
market with clients was a no- 
win situation, rather like 
discussing sex with teenagers: 
if you ignored the subject 
altogether, sudden unprepared 
exposure could lead to 
disastrous consequences; if 
you raised it, perhaps the 
temptation to experiment was 
equally fraught. 


“I read the story over a beer 
and sandwich in Prenzlauer- 
beig, a Bohemian quarter in 
former East Berlin - where, in 
the mid-Eighties. black-market 
books and tapes were just as 
important as Western currency. 
I can’t say I miss the black 
market, now that prices in 
Berlin have fallen, and good 
exchange rates are equally 
available from cashpoints. 


exchange bureaux and banks. 
And. of course. Sterling is 
strong all over the former 
communist world." ; 

Given American sensitivities. 
1 shall not name the individual 
who suggested that the hest 
black-market anywhere 
involves smuggling Havana 
cigars into the US, where 
aficionados will pay a fortune . 
for the real thing. 


WORLDCOVER1 

Ipfc tr’as^l insurance 

s^siffl* 5 i2 ii 














Trouble spots 


Around Africa 

Kenya: *Tbe Department of State 
recommends that American citizens 
avoid travel to the coastal province of 
Kenya, including the city of Mombasa 
and its suburbs. On August 13, a group 
apparently bent on exploiting ethnic 
tensions attacked a police station near 
Mombasa and seized weapons. On 
August 16 and 17, sporadic mob 
violence was reported on Mombasa's 
north and south coasts. Residents 
and visitors in the Mombasa area are 
urged to take the highest security 
precautions” - US State Department 
Travel Advisory. 


“Failure to observe the following points 
of Kenyan etiquette can get you 
arrested or put you in a position where 
you may be obliged to pay a bribe. 
Stand, in cinemas and on other 
occasions when the national anthem is 
playing. Stand still when the national 
flag is being raised or lowered in your 
field of view. Never tear up a banknote 
of any denomination. And don't urinate 
in public” — Rough Guide to Kenya. 


Since independence, Zimbabwe has boomed as a clean, green example of beneficial tourism, says Simon Calder 


Ethiopia: There have been a number of 
indiscriminate bomb and grenade 
attacks in public places, including 
restaurants and hotels in Addis Ababa, 
Dira Dawa and Harar in recent months. 
Avoid travel to the Somali region. 
Southern Bale and south eastern areas 
-Foreign Office travel advice uniL Call 
0171-238 4503 for more information. 


Rio - the winner 


Hundreds of readers entered our 
competition to win a week's holiday in 
Brazil and Rio de Janeiro. The prize, 
offered by the Latin American travel 
experts Journey Latin America and the 
airline company TransbrasiL includes a 
stay in the north-eastern city of 
Salvador, then on to Rio. 

The answers: the national football 
stadium is the Maracana: Christ the 
Redeemer is on the Corcovado; the 
dance is the samba. 

And the winner is: Diane 
Greenwood, whose tie-break entiy was: 
“If I were to win this competition I’d fly 
to Rio with ... everythong I possess." 


F ew eyes are brighter, few smiles 
broader, few minds sharper than those 
belonging to the dozens of Zimbab- 
wean children who sweep every visitor 
along to their school in a tidal wave 
of jollity. The openness, generosity and sheer 
good humour of life in an African village such 
as Mahenye should persuade you to postpone 
your departure from it as long as you can. But 
when you finally retreat to your safari lodge, you 
can sleep soundly knowing that the proceeds 
from one snore in every 10 are destined for the 
local community. 

When the new country first began to promote 
itself in the early Eighties, the slogan used was 
“Welcome to Zimbabwe - now m its 150 mil- 
lionth year". No matter that the name of the 
nation had existed for barely 12 months; Zim- 
babwe set out to equate itself with nature. The 
ads implied that the tourist, besides being priv- 
ileged to share in an ancient, unspoilt land, was 
doing the place a favour. The now much-copied 
concept of eco-tourism was bora. 

Since then, a lead-free, politically correct, 
environmentally sensitive travel bandwagon has 
been rolling across the world. Travel companies 
realise that the image of caring about the effect 
of tourism can pay off, for their shareholders 
as well as for us stakeholders in the future of 


the planet. But when any big corporation 
begins to brag about its green credentials, I 
tend to urge a good helping of scepticism. 

So when a large hotel enterprise like Zim- 
babwe Sun begins to develop a region close to 
the Mozambique frontier, you have to ask a lot 
of questions about the likely winners and 
losers. But, having been a tourist there myself, 
and having talked to everyone, from the cham- 
bermaid to the leaders of the community, the 
project seems to represent an excellent exam- 
ple of hew sustainable tourism development can 
work - and an exciting model for any commu- 
nity thinking of starting along the road towards 
reaping the uncertain rewards of tourism. 

For the past 30 years, the area around the 
Save (pronounced sah-vay) river has been out 
of "bounds to foreigners. Initially the reason 
was insurrection within white-ruled Rhodesia; 
then, after the country became Zimbabwe, tbe 
war in Mozambique required tourists to be 
kept away. As a result, when the conflict 
ended, tbe region was left with a cleaner sheet, 
as far as travellers are concerned, than almost 
anywhere else outside obscure regions of the 
former USSR. 

Compared with most of the ex-Soviet Union, 
the great advantage that south-eastern Zim- 
babwe possesses is extraordinary natural beauty. 


Nothing dramatic, mind: the landscape gives the 
impression of having been there for ever, 
gradually and comfortably worn down by the 
mfllennia. From the mud that has slumped in 
tbe Lowveld, slender trees accelerate above the 
gentle scrub towards a sky whose intense' blue 
shrieks at the onlooker. 

For a room at the Mahenye lodge, you pay 
a -surprisingly modest £50 per night. The local 
community claims 10 per cent of this, with a 
guaranteed minimum of 250,000 Zimbabwe 
dollars (£13,300). After 10 years, community 
leaders can elect to close down the operation 
or lease it to Someone else. 

To gauge how mueh'the-scberae is working, 
just visit the local school and meet Lyson 
Masango. Hie will explain how, in 10 years, the 
school's roll has increased from 50 to 700. 
Knowing that one-tenth of your spending is con- 
tributing to the education of the village can 
tempt you to over-indulgence; one more Cas- 
tle beer could help buy another schoolbook. 
That kind of logic could be dangerous. 

- Mr Masango is also chairman of the local 
wildlife committee. What, you may ask, about 
the wildlife? Are they destined to become 
objects of voyeurism in the manner of animals 
elsewhere in Africa, barely distinguishable 
from beasts confined to zoos? 


Not if tbe walking safari I joined was anything 
to go by. We spent four hours looking not at 
impala and elephants, but at their dung. The 
guide demonstrates, in an impressively inspi- 
rational manner, how animal excreta can tell 
you much about the ecology of the wilderness. 

The point of walking wasn't just to get 
closer to nature (in all its glories). I wanted to 
tread li gh tly on this miraculous country, which 
has never known the tyre tracks of the eco- 
tourism bandwagon. By the end, I realised that 
nothing is bigger than an African sky, nothing 
is noisier than an African silence, and nothing 
is more fragile than the balance between land, 
wildlife and man. 


Simon Calder 
and friends - 
whose 
education Is 
largely 
funded 
through the 
clever 
exploitation 
of tourists 

PHOTOGRAPH: 
RAY MARLOW 


Simon Calder travelled to Zimbabwe for BBC -2 's 
The Travel Show'. Air Zimbabwe (0171-491 
0009) and British Airways ( 0345 222111 ) ffy 
between London Gatwick and Harare. Official 
fares are high -a minimum of£725 return on A* 
Zimbabwe. But if you can trawl on September 9 
or 29, and return before the end of November, you 
pay only £425. This ticket is on sale from next Tues- 
day. To reach Mahenye from Harare involves a 
drive of around six hours; you can travel on a series 
of buses, but this is likely to be a long process. The 
Mahenye Safari Lodge can be contacted on 00 263 
31 3159. 
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Activity Holidays 



LEARN TO SWIM 

Over 12,000 Successes 

FREEPHONE 

0800 281 372 

For FREE Colour Brochure 


Holidays Afloat UK | Self Catering UK 


Channel Islands 


Devon & Cornwall 


The Lake District 


BRITAIN'S BEST SaH Drive Nar- 
nwtwat HoSdays. WdHt ehototi 

Beg Inruns vary welcome. TU 
D190S 726825. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. (81256) 
703691, 

SLOW DOWN, aand winning 
TburtU Board graded canal boos. 
Heart of England & Wales. Sum- 
mar spectate, Tel (0121) 4482909 


WEST HEREFORDSHIRE. Stone 
cottage, tops 2. Log lire, good 
waHng. 01873 MQ23B. 

GUERNSEY Ranovstsd cottage 
alps 2/4. Near baachaa/gaV links. 
No smofctog 01481 48784. 


Cotswolds 


UK Travel 


SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Qual- 
ity holidays with lull 
bacloqj.W/Bnds or longer. For 
Bruch: (01448)721666 


ACTIVITIES tor stogies. tomHIes 8 
groups. Choice of 150 things to 



groups. Choice of 150 things to 
da Acorn ActMttes 01432 
830083. 


WALKING AND CYCLMG hofldeys. 
Arts and crafts. Acorn ActfvfUos 


MURDER-MYSTERY WEEKENDS; 
Oct 10-12 Nov 21-23 FB 2106. 
town Activities, TM 01432 


COLN STALDWYNS, Jdyffto 
Cotan old vfllage, The New Inn. 
■Which? Hotel Gutde' County 
Hotel 1087. Sumner special 3 
nights DB&B 2148. For Brochure 
& all Break details Tei 01285 
750861. 

PRETTY COTSWOLD COTTAGE . 
Avail now lor hoi Ian. 01458 
635470/783360. 


M****4k St. Brelade • JERSEY 

TOUT TT T/TJ'TC FROM SOUTHAMPTON k GATWICK. 
r Lluil 1 0 OTHER AIRPORTS SUPPLEMENT 

& CAR HIRE (excL CDW/INS & PETROL) 


/DISCOUNTS FOR 
COUPLES 
/ PETS GO FREE 






Dorset 


01756 7022001 


AUTUMN BREAKS In attrsettva 
farm hoBday cottages. TM. 
(01258 ) 880558 tor colour 
brochure. 


Sc LiAK UIKEj (excL CDW/INS k PETROL) 

★ Luxury Accommodation - Sauna, Bool, Gardens. 

★ Wonderful Food - ® Up Rosette 

★ Scenic Rural Location - Close to St Aubios Bay. 

3 nights £269pp • 7 nights £499pp 

Bookings welcomed for any duration, 3 nights or more. 

Reservations & Colour Brochure 01534 44261 » 


DEVON CONNECTION, Luxury 

. Bams, pool, bat TM 01548580964 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout- (01752) 
280711. 

A FINE SELECTION of CotugBS on 
bath oossa ol Cornwall told on 
Betty. Brochure from Comtah Tra- 
ditional Cottages. (01208) 
872558. 7 day personal sanies 
BantBpm. 

FOWEY/POLRUAH. Charming 
watsrelds cottages. Superb 
vtavre. Central Healing. Dinghies 
available. Pen welcome- Di570 
344667 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 900 
best value cottegea hi Devon 
<81271)78322. 

CORNISH COUNTRY MANOR 
EuU im itt ng Tamar Vhley. Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Country lovers retreat Summer 
brio 288 3nla DB&B. 01822 


“DEVON CONNECTION: Cottages, 
banw, houses, Ul 01548 560 884. 


SALCOMBE. Nr baach, gt sea 
views, Iga garden, 3 ad) proper- 
do, alps *20. 01 530 242409 


ST IVES latmacuiale Itohennan's 
cottage ’downaiong’. Spa 2-6. 
Avaff SopC-Jau Q1B1 673 3077. 


HILLTMWAITE HOUSE, WhKtor- 
mare, Thom ba rrow Road, over- 
looking lake. AD rooms ensutto 
(some mAh Jacuzzi baths) SattF 
IMe TV. leamaktog. Sauna. Tyio 
Steam Room and haatad Indoor 
pool solely lor our gustos' use. 
2nlghts. Secures tflnner BIB 
incLVAT only £Sfl. 3 nights only 
2130. Brochure: 015394 43638 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


A superb selection of quality 
character cottages Jn the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Pari* AD properties furnished 
to the highest standards. 

Phene now tor (isf colour brochure 

01239 - 8813972 ^ 


CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hot off tho press new 1 898 bast 
aver colour brochure. Phone 
nOMtl 01756 702201 


Norfolk 


KDGVON. Village near Exmoor. 
Cottage, rips 4. Aval tr 30th Aug. 
n 55 pw. No pate. 01580 740622 


SOUTH-FACING Lux Bam. Sips 5- 
UnapoS Nr Exmoor 01 30838151 8 


East AngHa 


amazing VALUE East AngHa col- 
lages. 1887. cotour broc hu re Pan 
wslccme. TM: (01738) 702205. 


Herefordshire 



PEMBA! DOE • Beamed cottages, 
sips 4/6; Lata cones. + Autumn 
lets. 01836 72914. 


Highlands 


AHONAMURCHAN Peninsular 
Argyll; peaceful urwpoflt Mis. 
beaches, oatoroode; rare wHcHBa; 
hotaL B & B. a/catac etoftaa bud- 
get to 5 Crown. Ares Quids trith 
30 miles: 01 B72 510222. ton 1. 


Isle of Wight 



THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

lUUt‘ M* 

Makfocy. Nr. Hod. Norfolk. | 

Overlooking National Tiuto i 

Harbour, iradihooal privately 1 
owned friend I \ hold with ' 

M txxJnxnns. liTi] beared indoor 
P ,v, l- vpa l»lh. sjunas and mini 
*>"»■ Rdiv « Jlk. ail. play golf. 
c\(4urv l hi: Norfolk villages. 
coufiir)*i: sod coast. 
“Special 4 ami 7 day holidays" 
W*ni rad ttretad Breaks 
Brochure; 81263 7407V7 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Lleyn 
pwednuula. Coastal and country 
cottages and lannhousm. Nafyn 
Haddaye 01758 720874 

565 COTTAGES/FARM HOUSES 
throughout Watoa: dl Tourist 
Board Graded. Wains Holidays - 
01886625287 

GOWER COAST - 100's of cot- 
tages, BAB'S, Hotels. Broc 0800 
521811 

BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 s/c 
cottages some sleep upto 30. 
Many lass than £260 par weak 
high season. Td 01874 678446 

GOWER IdyHc 17C farmhouse hi 
200 acres, apectaculor views, 
anaulte. HB&DM E28J0, He bar. 
AMHAC Broch 012G8595B40 

LOWER WYE VALLEY. Stunning 
open plan conversion. Gallery 
ctoopa 2 + 1 . 5*. weeks or short 
breaks. 01291 641503. 

SNOWDONIA Nat Park, Bala. 
Period cottage. Fr C200 pw. Sips 
4/6. Autumn brks avail. 01341 
450238 



CPElfl 


Independent and Independent on Sunday 
readers book Self Catering holidays. 276000 of 
our readers stayed in a rented villa, flat or 
cottage on their holiday last year! mu 1996) 


Yar only £412 a line inclusive of VAT (approx. 4 words per line), you can 

jmd fill tl»se vacancies tJirouahout the year. Vour 


appear in Tbe Long Weekend 1 section of The hidependerd 
(Xi Satuiday and/or the Travel & Money* section of the Sunday paper: 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday between lQffOam - 5.00pm. 
or 

e-mail us at travelteam@independent.co.uk 
or 

Fill in and return the coupon below stating 1 the 
wording you require and your payment method. 
Payment can be made by cheque or by 
Access/Visa/American Express/Diners Card. 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY (TWO PROPERTIES OR LESS) 


Insertion Dates: 

Classification: 

I enclose a cheque for £ made payable to 

(£412 a line per insertion, £353 if both Saturday & 
Sunday are used) Newspaper Publishing Pic 
or debit my 

AaKss/Visa/Amex/Dmers account by £ - 

Card No: 

Start Date: ...Expiry Date 

Tour Details: 


¥T11 in and send to: The Travel Team, Classified Advertising', The Independent, One Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf; London E14 5DL, or e-mail at traNelteam@independentxooik 


fl SEPTEMBER SPECIAL 

3 NIGHTS FROM £99 

Bed, Breakfast and evening meal 
Large seafront hotel, 
entertainment, indoor pool, 
jaenzzi, sauna. 

*FREE CAR FERRY* 

Sandringham Hotel 

Seafront, Sandown, Isle of Wight 

Tel: 01983 406655 

3nts AUGUST from £109 


UNSPOILT Ardnamurchan. Spa- 
cious bungalow. Glorious 
tochstdo position. Tal: (01738) 
815002. 

PRETTY STONE COTTAGE to if.^ 
Dumhoisshlro conservation vil- 
lage. Sips 6. Lg garden. STB 
™8hly commended 5 Crowns. 
*2“ Sepi onwante. oiB4s 
S00228 

SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
T525? ■ n** 1 *he press now 

1998 best ever colour brochure. 
lmananow!iai756 702213 

ORKNEY . Comfortable, well 
equipped croft In quiat location 
bYMKLSIps 3. Phonolax (01857) 

EDINBURGH PERIOD APART- 
HEMT to Georgian new town. 
Sips 2. Delightful stccom a ■ 
friendly watenne. From 27 Alia. 
0131 553 1269 lews). 

ARDNAMURCHAN. Crofts & cot- 
togas on W. Coast Peninsula. 
Superb sea vtau. 01972 510262. 


YORKSHIRE. DALES. Moore, 
Obbk, Pooka Lake District. Over 
MOs/e cottages. (Hue. Brochure 
Hottday Cottages Yorkshire, 
•rater St Ski pi cm. BD23 1 PH. 
(01736)700872. 

YORK OVER 25% OFF. Haworth 
Court How. Brochure 01904 
425156 

DALES BEAUTIFUL RENNOVATED 
Stone Borns. Sleep 4 to 17, pels 

«™a™sas!sa 

^wskpshb. 

Delightful limed cotL Stpc o 
Dotofls- Tel: 01636 9131636. 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Goar- 
glen country house experience. 

nlg« breaks from 
C9CL Colour Bract* 0(584 823209 


Tel No: Evening, 

Signature* 



Ireland 



Amazing value cottage holidays in Cork. 
Kerry, limerick. Tipperary, Clare. Galway. 
Sligo, Donegal. 

7 night ferry-inclusive prices from 
£220 (for party of 2 plus baby) 

*5 01756 702241 


01756 702241 


SfOJfSCpUBE. Brtekwall Hotel. 

Manor. Summer 
S2* 1 *** PriOk 2 nights Cl 02 pp 
DB&B. 3rd nt accom free, pay rr m 
Orly lor dniw & bretodasL HAC 
restaurant award 91-96. 01494 
87Q2S3 


SHAMROCK CoRaoes, 286 anfttl 
InaMduto Iri uperb 

jpeadons. Disc Fares. AfTO. Cot 
Bro 01823 GB1060 W 

C ASKEL HOUSE HOTEL. Con- 
22? ^ Galwa V- Festorabvo 
PfaaKa. Free broch 
“aS3«J1lto1. Fax: 31077 
IRISH COUNTRY HaBdaye . ^ 
premier choice. OvecJKMJ^WhJd! 

talcoflagea. lamhousea, hotels. 
River Sha nnon outainn & ownSb 
^ravwifliltoNgf waSmffl 
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Safari in 


the land of sand 

Namibia is exotic but accessible, as Scarlett MccGwire discovered 

ll 


O oh, this is better 
than Wildlife on 
One” enthused 
seven-year-old 
Misha, as she 
spotted an ele- 
phant We had 
oeen in Namibia’s celebrated Etosha 
ijark a mere 15 minutes and alreadv zebra 
bad casually crossed the road in front of 
us and we’d seen giraffes munching the 
tops of roadside bushes. Herds of spring- 
bok nibbled at the grass, friskily nervous 
The five of us sat in the car, staring at real, 
wild African animals for the first time in 
row lives. 

• had organised the trip on our own 
from London - saving ourselves money and 
allowing for much wider choice than is 
offered by a package - and we had been 
surprised at bow ea^ir bad been. The effi- 
cient Namibia Tourist Information had sent 
us an envelope containing a list of regis- 
tered accommodation i government and 
private), brochures, a map, and details of 
car hire companies. With the aid of a guide- 
book. we had decided where we wanted to 
go, and bookings had been made by phone 
or fax. Every reservation was kept 
The ear hire company advised us 
against a four-wheel drive for our itiner- 
ary, as the roads were so good. So we 
saved ourselves £20 a day. but our rented 
car still cost nearly £50 a day. They also 
gave us valuable advice on how not to flip 
a car, a tourist speciality: drive on dust 
roads at SOkph with two hands always on 
the wheel. In Namibia, which is five 
times the size of Britain and has only 1 .6 
million people, meeting one car every 
10km is par for the course. 

After arranging the flight, my first call 
was to book a “luxury” bungalow at 
Okakuejo camp in Etosha. near the 
waterhole. (The adjective reflects neither 
the standard nor the price.) These need 
to be reserved some months in advance: 
the alternative is a more expensive hotel 
outside the park. Etosha is open only from 
sunrise to sunset, so those staying outside 
cannot enjoy an evening at the waterhole 


watching the animals leisurely come and 
go. It is the surest chance of seeing the 
rare black rhino; a pair came down both 
nights that we were there. 

We stayed two nights at Okakuejo, and 
two at the eastern camp, Namutoni. Dur- 
ing the day we went on D1Y game drives. 
We bought a map of Etosha which had 
seven pages of pictures of birds aad ani- 
mals, and we drove around, able to iden- 
tify what we saw: such as kudu antelope, 
and warthog families, which run around 
in the long grass with their tails up like 
flags so that they can see each other. 

Our summer is their winter and dry sea- 
son, so the animals were easy to see as 
they congregated around or journeyed to 
the waterholes, alt of which were marked 
on the map. The days were T-shirt and 
shorts weather, but the nights and early 
mornings were cold. 

After Etosha we had booked two guest 
lodges: the tiny, remote Kaross Lodge, 
where Tammy and Uwe Hotb were happy 
to answer all our questions - from race 
and politics, to the habits and habitats of 
the animals - and Mount Etjo, more the 
size of an English country hotel, which 
had brought animals such as elephants 
and rhinos on to the farm for the tourists 
and. rather more dubiously, a large pen 
of lions, which were fed every night 

We had decided to stay three nights in 
each place, so the children would not find 
the driving too gruelling, particularly as 
every guest lodge has its own daily activ- 
ities. At Mount Etjo the extra day meant 
we were able to arrange horse-riding. 
While at Kaross, which is at the western 
end of Etosha. we went into the dosed 
part of the park with Uwe as a guide and 
learnt far more about the animals we saw 
than we could have done from any book. 

The food was astonishing in both qual- 
ity and quantity, at both places. Twelve- 
year-old Pascoe and his father liked to 
admire the impaia and oryx during the day 
and savour them in the evening, to 
Misha’s honor: 17-year-old Molly and I 
found the selection of vegetable dishes 
quite wide enough to fill us up. A fresh 


home-baked cake every afternoon made 
us feel completely spoilt 

Staying at Kaross. visitors are made to 
feel like guests, and all meals are taken 
together. The Hoths have started a found- 
ation, Affi-leo, to save boos, which often 
escape from Etosha and are shot by 
farmers. Their first rescue was to buy five 
of the animals, including three cubs, 
which had been kept in dreadful condi- 
tions in a zoo, and at least give them some 
space; they can never be reintroduced to 
the wild. Meeting and learning about the 
lions was part of our stay. 

We then made for the coast taking in 
the colony of 80,000 seals on our way to 
the cold, clammy seaside resort of 
Swakopmund. You can choose from 
camel riding in the desert, viewing the 
flamingo colony in nearby Walvis Bay, or 
dune buggy riding. 

Our last stop was Namibia’s most 
famous landmark, the pink Sossusvlei 
dunes, at 300 metres reputed to be the 
highest in the world. It took a pre-dawn 
start to be at the park gates at sunrise, 
then a 65-km drive, followed by a 5-Jcm 
walk for those without four-wheel drive. 

Finally we stood on the crest of Sos- 
susivei, looking at the parabolas made by 
the surrounding dunes merging in red, 
pink and orange, and then we launched 
ourselves off to race down the side. It was 
one of those rare moments of total exhil- 
aration for us all. 

The only airline with direct flights from the 
UK to Namibia is Air Namibia ( 0181-944 
6181). Until the end of October, the airline 
is charging £445 return (including tax) from 
Heathrow to the capital Windhoek, but 
after that the fare increases to £693. 

Lower fares may be axmlabie from discount 
agents on airlines such as Lufthansa and 
South African Airways, via Frankfurt and 
Johannesburg respectively. 

Namibia Tourist Information : 5 Chandos 
Street, London Wl (0171-6362924). 
Daunt Books for Travellers ( 0171-224 
2295) recommends the 'Namibia Hand- 
book’ (Footprint, £9.99). 
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Just deserts: Namibia’s sand dunes dwarf even those of the mighty Sahara 
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AFRICA H , 

Private journeys tailor-made for 
the discerning individual since 1947. 
Classic safaris, unique lodges and 
elegant hotels in the heart of Africa. 
Please call us to discuss your interests or 
for a copy of our brochures on 
0171 229 1411. 
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Africa • The Indian Ocean • South America 
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Go for the Great Escape with experienced and 
friendly crew, ipadous overland vehicles and the 
best safaris for the adventurous traveller. From 3 
weeks to 7 months we can take you right off the 
beaten trade - Mountain GoriBas, Namibian 
sand dunes, river rafting on the mighty Zambezi 
and much, much more. Tour prices start from as 
tittle at £290 - so go on, spoil yourseW 

For our br oc h ure Tel: 0171 731 6142 or 

us on trudtofiicnazombezH .demomw.uk. 
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• Cultural Tours • Nature Tours 

• Easy Hikes » wilderness Safaris 

• Major Treks ■ Seatreks - 

• River Journeys • Tiallshlp Voyages 

Over 170 adventures in Europe, Greece. Turkey. 
Egypt . Middle East Africa. India. China, Japan. Asia. 
Americas. Aus/NZ. 8 days to 6 weeks. Prices 
from £339 to £ 3945 . 

CaS for brochure \ 
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ESCAPE 

T00Z 
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FROM £499 RETURN 

Getting back to nature in the bush. Going 
deep on the Great Barrier Reef. Australia's 
awesome and it's waiting. For details on 
how to go, where to stay and the lowest 
fares caU us now or visit our shop. 

0171 584 0202 
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the detail - nerer more evident than in Ate East, when we invite yon to wsft America's 'secret garden’. 

EASTERN QCTRAVAGANZA - 15 days from £995* 

♦Svta three tfCsnadftoioeitedaiiiag ♦Stay ioNenYodLotofS dolour 2nd •Discoser&ei 
dues -MoflBeiOffiwa and IbraniO- &ke wun - own ties ot lie 5g Apple Phaaddpfaia i 

♦EipedenQeAe wander EjDs. .♦Refa In tbectfs and bos of Newport, • journey i 

oltrad the FreakxU Rood to LaUgan HSode fabnd rad rtsi the spot whaette " ' 

^nma. .ViP fire <hnn nf Vhr ri' Mayflower tended axours. 

tedependeoce were fired. 

NEW ENGLAND MGHUGHTS - 10 days from £875* 

•Tkd&^BSWIs bbrioosNew^xkU) ♦ PnAxalon trf Itanani Dutesitrt • Induded visn and admfcskws ri ibe 

' estoySrhe^Sg Apple’ he mofet bcstkxi ai Caniridge- ronsmtie raserlmu reemtioo of 

« Expkzc Hevpann^h o&Scnuke’s •TgnroC Boom wit ample mne to make Mysfc Seaport and smrimdges i ah 

and aorfchridgr gitb jour own tfisaneies. ceaury WMtog tillage aMMm n wy 

&mocs Bed lioo bm. 

MAPLE LEAF TRAIL PLUS NIAGARA FALLS -11 days from £945* 

♦Wkrwihe trail oT&egraJes *Thx to eq)(ore the dsmiTais eovinxs ♦itoy fron ii afl stay in the Lauremians 

cnucaacsionofUapfe Grass in cf Quebec Its aid WaBs and axmebeaiidUresoitoiSaiiBeAdde. 

Nortb&DOfca. - bscuacf^pmblerfcohNed areas ♦/ocraey akxK stamBiE Oari«m 

of *e Eastern TbwBfeipa and leafy squares- coasdine rtb an jndodeo whale 

‘ ♦Tbo aigbs zn a hOBrioas ceutcal wadnog cruise fat the Sl Lawrence 

Tnroojo btxdwlihaTisli b fcrer 

breadsiking leapare Falls. 


efBaSIOD, 

ibeheartbndafNew 
in Os spring and EiD 


.ABSrin, 



Our Service Makes a World of Difference! 

01737 760033 


IS 

I2B50 



la recent yara bnthtn aad detafis of tmr to book please cafl 
nor a taw hnehn halite wntn ihicsn|iMMca 8 pMilufa». 

/TZ\ n»» m ci> wtii»> HM n w > i ftq ik m i 

reran taUiwi a «wm « «i«cnwiaM tt ewar«» >fwsWWi 6 »^wgg««»g 

amowawa {pSsewidT*vinalxm"lmtt»lDlM^ tolas: {plaa 5 Gtic*J 
BWTBHAirracre ! EasOBmEtfwagsreaQMBuBtyanlrtsegraQMaftoWBaOul 

*’ 1 USAQCMtaQAHaiaEiaQSoultAHcaa'nHlandQBanpeQQifcBAfarQ 

Islam 


OFRCEQPBIIfiG HOURS 

UsocbytBfiidqr. Snripn 

UM ay 3m*-5fg> 

Sand* 


iName._ 

iAiJ*bss_. 


.Postaxfe. 


j Titan 'bawl LkL, Klbus Hausa, 2600 H otrorfMr pa A««» Surrey RH1 


Australia 



Don't look at me, look at 
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holiday brochure!! 


From Auckland to Afice Springs 
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HONGKONG 
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worldwide attention to detail 
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travel, Traitfuiders is your one stop 
travel shop. 
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likes to travel. 
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With Voice Personals* you have no need for reservations. Because 
it’s safe, it’s free, and it works. So take out a Voice Personal* ad 
today. Book your ticket to romance. 

You won’t be disappointed. 

To place your own personal ad, call Free on 

0800 216 318 

For FREE five assistance from a Voicz Personals*’ representative 

call Monday-Friday Sam-Spm. 

■ m m _ VTHE INHEPEPBOENT *• 

Voice personals 

New section starts soon - Call today! 
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Premiums 

30 Days 

£18 

60 Days 

03 

90 Days 

£40 

120 Days 

£63 

190 Dap 

£76 

183 Days 

£95 

213 Days ' 

£106 

243 Days 

£120 

274 Days' 

£132 

304 Days 

£144! 

335 Days 

£135 | 

365 Days 

£165 
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France 



TRAVEL DESIGNS 
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ROME BREAKS Fr £209 
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0171 636 1551 


0171 636 2010 
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City Breaks 


HSHEYLAHfr Paris . 

d MWf BfllCVt PUKtS}. 

R °M /^V^V PER PEI^ON, indudes 3 | 
VJVJ nights at the self-catering J 
C Davy Crockett Ranch, 2 ? 




Travel Services 


UNLIMITED NUMBER OF TRIPS 


‘A good perfidy" THE 


TRAVEL WORLD 

THE ALL YEAR TRAVEL INSURANCE PLAN 
FOR FREQUENT TRAVELLER 

* Medical £5,000,000 

* Emergency repatriation Unfimited 

* CancHafian and Gntmlment £2000 

* Personal Baggage ET 2S° 

* Delayed Baggage £100 

* Personal Money £500 

* Personal Accident £10,000 

* Personal LiabSty £1,000,000 

Travel Delay mid 24 Hour Emergency Service 
PREMIUMS 

INCLUSIVE OF INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX 
APPLICANT TO AGE 64 £99.50 PER ANNUM 
APPLICANTS SPOUSE TO AGE 64 £30.50 PER ANNUM 
APPLICANT 65-69 ADDITIONAL £17.50 PHI ANNUM 
CHILD UNDER IB £16.00 PSL ANNUM 
For fuB detaHs telephone or writs to: 

TRAVEL WORLD, c/o MARCUS HEARN & CO LTD. 

6 5-66 5HOREDTTCH HIGH STREET, 

LONDON El 6JL 
TELB’HONE: 0171-739 3444 
Company and group discounts available: 

Other travel plans abo arranged 


SB 


DM PER PERSON, indudes 3 | 
VJLJ nights at the self-catering ; 
£ Davy Crockett Ranch, 2 ? 

day Theme Park Pass and a return j 
ferry crossing. Pnce is valid from 12 / 
September to 10 Ocnober for midweek p- 
I stays and is based on two adults r ^ 
k and two children <3 to 11 years) if ^ 

M\ fie in one car and one log cabin. 

,a I Call Bridge Travel Sen'ice \ 

I A on 01992 456045 or see si 
* \ your local travel agent. N 

^ P&O^ 

European Femes 


HOLIDAYS 


Disneyland 9 Paris 


•Sappkmerm *pplj Friday -inJ SarunLy nndits. 


CHEZ NOUS. Save money book 
(fradwffii 1700 prime owners of 
all lypea of hoHday property £ 
MB's in France. For Free 278 
page cafcw bracti. 01484 6BZ503 

BRITTANY COLLECTION. Stone 
bulB cocage. W 01 548 560964. 

PROVB1CE (Bandol Area) v«a In 3 
acre otfve grove, deeps 9, maid, 
pool 11x5 metres. Close to it": 
hole goff courses. Phone 0033 
491906448/ Fax 00334 9190B44Z 
or phone/tax 00334 B432073B. 

FTY/DHIVE CORSICA. Direct IHghtB 
from Manchaster/Gaiwick. Tutor- 
made hoHdays to coastal and 
mountain opts. £ hotels. For a 
brochure ring (01242) 240 310. 
VFB Holidays Ltd. Aim ATOL 
1403. 

LOIRE C1U NON Riverside country 
cottages. From 23 Aug. Special - 
offers Sept/Ool 01737 819 872. 

CYCLING FOR SOFTIES means 
exquisite menus, quality hotels 
and a urSque vtovr ol rural France 
bom a bicycle. Agent ATOL 606. 
TeL (0101) 248 5134. 

DORDOGNE Newly renovated old 
nice slone house, outside 
medieval village domme on hlff- 
eide facing sth. 1 Km River Dor- 
dogne-Nswty equipped. 3 bdmia, 
sips 5/6 + child. Lge terraced 
gdn. Avail fr 23 Aug. TO 0033 
5532854 1 1 . tx 0033 5532S01 18. 


F0AC1CI3 


A superior choice 
of traditional French 
holiday properties. 

nffi COLOOK BBOCBUKE 


Overseas Travel 


Now it's even easier 
to advertise your 
holiday home in 
The Independent. 

Simply e-mail us at; 
travelteam@independent.co.uk 


Greece 


Portugal 


(0990) 1*3051 
XEV: fJU / 


Greek 

Islands Club 

Wb hoSefayj far those who 
want n> mope die crowds 
to ttyfa and comfort. 

RWM ■ ITHICA* C0WU3MA 
2*NTi*Kroi«A»Coiiw 
Snsmos* Shokios* Alonosos 
F or i brodiure telephone: 

01932 220477 

hnpdMww.vdua.ulcMBas,’ 
ABTA VJ95J ATOL MB AJTO 


SIMPLY PORTUGAL - Truly Indtad- 
uai tri (las with pooh, glorious 
manor houses & selected hotels 
£ pousadas ell over this fasdrmt- 
Ing county, plus flexible 'Wandor- 
totf holidays £ dty breaks. 0181 
995 9323. ABTA V1337 ATOL 
T 922 AJTO. 
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SoipittdUj. Caaury conagrs. 
*iUajnish pools, qualky 
aptmttrnHandfiuiUfy^tat 
hands in ugpeib termUms Plus 
flexible "WmlrrlMj’ hoUJay* 

0181 995 9323 

AiaTlUT ADM. IBS MTO 


BREATHTAKING SCENERY £ 
amply beechea. Oseover W.Gren 

from a/catartng Wage housae 
Sapi/Oct awl. - Pure Creta aim 
760 0879 ATOL 2757. 
aupur IONIAN. Paros. Corfu, 
Ulka*. UagaidsL tthaca, 
Copriatorrie. Zakymtos. Was 
wW» private pools. fomUyrun 
hoieta ana seaside cottages In 


SIMPLY TURKEY Discover a 
deUghriiMv different Tuekey. away 
from Bro mainstream, with Q(lf 
uidquo range ol rural collages, 
vWas with poets and friendly 
houb. Plus our tlaubte wander- 
ing programme, special Interest 
hoBdjys. cruising and Istan- 
bul efty breaks, oiai 9« 9333 
ABTA Vi 337 ATOL 1922 A1TO 


LA MANGA. Seafront lux Penthee, 
sips 7. AvaH 7 SepL 01347 
821727. 

GRANADA- Pabrtfng hoffdays to 
spectacular sattmg. Sierra cxosL 

Tel/Fax: 0034 58 7 7 B2 S 7. 

AUTUMN /WINTER BREAKS Trav 
quiUrustlc Aipu|arras. One how 
Granada'Med Steeps 2. E200pw_ 
Tel 0122S 755036, 

ANDALUCIA. GAUCIN. Spacious 
country house, peace and qutet 
Manning views, sips E. Ifcm from 
toUago. Convenlonl Ryder Cup 
0/4 lu] brio 01225 862512. 






JORDON, EGYPT, ISRAEL TOIor- 
rode Mnar ar tea. CM Deettosaoci 
Rad Sea on 0181 440 9900 ABTA 
V0122 ATOL 3851. 


Eastern Europe 


Germany 
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™E ASSOCIATION 

OF noependent 

TOUR OPERATORS 


For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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BJenheim Palace - a 

uh?" ta ? ic ®splay of 
ifith-centwy Intellect, 
wtt and pleasure 
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Monumental, 


it may be, but 


Blenheim 


Palace is a 
paradise for 
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children too, 
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B lenheim Palace, the seat of the 
Duke of Marlborough, is one 
of England’s most imposing 
Stately homes. The massive 
house was built by a grateful 
nation for John Churchill, who became 
a national hero and the 1st Duke after his 
defeat of the French at Blenheim, in 
Bavaria, in 1704. 

It was also the birthplace of Winston 
Churchill - and although he never lived 
here he is buried in Bladon, on the edge 
of the estate. 

The vast classical palace, with its 
sprawling symmetry, majestic colonnades 
and imposing Corinthian portico, is typ- 
ical of die work of the architect and play- 
wright Sir John Vanbrugh. Blenheim is 
a fantastic display of 18th-century intel- 
lect, wit and pleasure. 

The monumental mansion exudes 
grandeur, opulence and power, but its 
sheer size makes it uninhabitable. 

Inside, Blenheim has it all: architec- 
tural details include work by Hawksmoor 
an d Grinling Gibbons, murals and ceil- 
ings painted by Laguerre. Paintings 
include works by Rubens, Van Dyck and 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, and 

there are vast cabinets of 

Meissen and Sdvres, and FOR 17 

sculptures by Rysbrack, Pevens 

Epstein and Coysevox. Eastboi 

Outside, a number of formal hosts a 

gardens with fountains, ponds Eamflie 

and neatly dipped hedges ele- 
gaudy separate the house from Mr led 

“Capability” Brown’s land- Sunday 

scaped park. ' # betweei 

An arboretum, including a join ml 

rose garden, hides many rare and Jud 

and interesting species. put “ a 

, The former kitchen garden,, for the i 
now known as the Pleasure adventu 


Marlborough country 


r- £ 


Gardens, offers many activities, particu- 
larly for younger visitors, including a but- 
terfly house. The main attraction of this 
part of the palace complex, however, is 
die world’s largest hedge maze, repre- 
senting the histoiy of the palace, known 
as the Marlborough Maze. Opened in 
1991, it is now mature enough to puzzle 
even the most wily of visitors. 

In the same area Is a model of a local 
street, as well as putting greens, giant 
chess and draughts, and lots more for 
children wanting to let off steam. 

The visitors 

Keith Jenkins, social wort team manager, 
and his wife Sara, teacher, took then- 
daughter Hannah and her friend Imogen, 
both seven years old. 

Sara: The house has an idyllic setting, 
with its immense park and large lake, and 
smaller formal gardens around the house. 
Although we shared the day with thou- 
sands of others it was not claustrophobic; 
there was just a wonderful feeling of 
space. Everything is beautifully kept and 
well organised. No litter, no mess, no 


queues and plenty of refreshment stops. 

The children couldn’t follow the guided 
tour in the bouse, partly because they 
were swamped by a large group of adults 
so they were unable to see or hear. So I 
took them off and we made our own way, 
dodging between groups, and the children 
enjoyed looking at the tapestries, furni- 
ture and paintings at their own pace. We 
must have been inside for at least an hour. 

Keith: The tours around the palace were 
well organised and kept moving despite 
tire large number of people. I enjoyed the 
tour very much; it was both entertaining 
and historically interesting. The guides 
took us from one room to the nest giv- 
ing a brief story of the palace, the 
ChurduQs and the family, looking at a few 
objects along the way. It was fascinating. 
I thought the library was particularly 
impressive. 

Essentially you come here to see the 
palace, but there is lots more, which 
makes it a good family d ay. It didn’t feel 
over-hyped like stately homes which are 
dependent on theme parks. Blenheim 
had a pleasant, unsophisticated, old- 


fashioned touch to it It was a great way 
to combine education with a little bit of 
leisure. 

Hannah: I really enjoyed the pleasure gar- 
dens where there was lots to do and see. 
I loved the maze, which was quite big and 
very difficult I got lost a lot even though 
the hedges aren’t that high. We also saw 
lots of pretty butterflies and plants in the 
butterfly house, and then we took the 
mini-train back to the house. 

I loved going around the lake in the lit- 
tle boat We saw masses of swans, a heron 
and a little grebe. It was a really good way 
to see the park, but we didn’t go under 
the big bridge. 

The house was interesting, too. In the 
room where Winston CburchflJ was born 
I saw a frame with his curls in it 

I liked the blue-and-white china and 
the huge tapestries on the wall - they 
were as big as a carpet and had really tiny 
stitches. We saw lots of clocks, furniture 
and statues - loads of things like that 

Imogen:, 1 redly enjoyed die park and the 
gardens - even though we were attacked 


FOR THE VERY YOUNG 
Pevensey Castle, 
Eastbourne (01323 762604) 
hosts a teddy bears* picnic. 
Families with small children 
invited to bring along both 
Mr Tbd and a picnic on 
Sunday and Monday 
between noon and 5pm to 
join in the festivities. Punch 
and Judy are planning to 
put in an appearance and 
for the more artistically 
adventurous tot there wfll 
be face painting. Adults £3, 
concessions £2.25 arid 
children {under 15) £130. 


Are we nearly there 

Bank holiday days out 


ft 




Hall Hill Farms, County 
Durham (01388730300), 
also, plays host to the stuffed 
ones - more teddy bears 
abound. Other attractions 
include a children’s 
- entertainer and treasure 
hunt Children will be able 
to get to know die an im als 
on the interactive working 
farm. On both Sunday 24 
and Monday 25, a family 
ticket for two adults and 
two children wfll costs £8. 

The Lead Mining Museum, 
Sanquar, (01299 250416) is 
atm dining alfr esco with the 
grizzlies. Patrick the Gown 
will entertain and the ■ 

children will have the 
opportunity to learn circus 

skills. Entiy is free, but does 
not indude enny to the 

museum. 

Friends of Thomas tbe Tank 
Engine. The Embsay and 
Bolton Abbey Steam Raflway 

(01756 794727) wfllbe 
letting off steam from 


Saturday though to 
Monday. Thomas and Percy 
will be there and the last 
train leaves at 4pm. - 
Admission is £330 per 
person and children get a 
present from 
the Fat 

Controller as a 
memento of 
the day. 

Farieigh 
Hungerford 
Caste, Wales 


perform to enchant young 
minds. Around the castle, 
various period characters 
appear - strolling minstrels 
and medieval craftsmen. 
Open 10axn-6pm. Adults 
£9.95, children 
£5.95, family 
ticket £27 (two 
adults and two 
children). 


(01225 754026) 
follows the 
medieval 
theme with 
juggling, jesters 
and jousting 
games, 
specifically 
designed to be 
safe for 

children- At Basket cases: up and pageantry £ 
£230 for adults away at Ripley Castie dancing. 0| 
and £ 1.25 for pacrro andybuusman 10am-6pm. 

chil dren, this is Adults £6, 

well worth a look in on concessions £430 and 
Sunday and Monday (10am- children (under) 16 £3. 
6pm). 


Dover Castle 
and Second 
World War 
Tunnels, Dover 
(01304201628) 
hosts the Lion 
Rampant for 
their medieval 
weekend. Here 
are-enactment 
group is 
accompanied by 
music, drama, 
pageantry and 
dancing. Open 


ALL DRESSED UP 
Warwick Caste, Warwick 
(01926 406600). This 
weekend the castle 
entertains the “Knights 
Errant”. A medieval tale is 
told throughout the caste 
over the holiday period. At 
lpm and 3.45pm the Magic 


The North of England 
Balloon Show, Ripley 
Castle, North Yorkshire 
(01423 770152) takes place 
this weekend. On Sunday 
and Monday there will be a 
re-enactment of the siege of 
the castle followed at 6pm 
by tbe balloon ascent Eveiy 
night there will be a laser 


and light show over the lake 
with glowing tethered 
balloons and fireworks to 
finish. Adults £6, children 
£4 for one evening 
performance and one day 
time entry. 

FOR A PIECE 
OF THE ACTION 
Ultimate Fast Car ’97, 

Santa Pod Raceway, 
Bedfbrshtre (01483 418798). 
This will appeal to the older 
more frenetic child. Run in 
conjunction with Fast Car • 
Magazine, car drivers battle 
to prove they are niftier 
shifters. Lads are 
encouraged to behave badly 
with The Sound Challenge 
Association - you try to 
make the loudest sound 
with your in-car stereo. 

(And if your children aren’t 
deafened by this, you may at 
least hope that they will 
never wish to jack up the 
volume again.) Adults £15 
for the three day weekend, 
children £8. 

Cadwell Park Circuit, 
Lincolnshire (01507343248) 
hosts MCN British Super 
Bike Championships. 

Practice and qualifiers are 
over the weekend (free 
entry for children) and the 
races are on Monday. Tbe 
Ulster Grand Prix (01846 
648460) on Saturday is the 
place to see international 
motorcyclists. Entry to the 
circuit is £7 for adults, but is 
free for children. 


Michelle Ovens 


by wasps on our picnic. The maze was 
great and they had lots to play on, like 
monkey bars, putting and giant chess. 

But the adventure playground wasn’t 
so good, because it was stuck behind a 
high wall 

I thought the house was quite inter- 
esting but there was so much gold every- 
where that it was completely over tbe top. 
In the library there was a statue of 
Queen Anne made of marble, but it had 
so much carving on ft that it looked like 
marzipan. 

The deal 

Blenheim Palace (01993 811091), Wood- 
stock, Oxfordshire, is 10 miles north of 
Oxford on the A44 and is well signposted. 
Parking is free in tbe park close to the 
palace entrance. 

Opening hours: Blenheim Palace is open 
daily, 10.30am-5.30pm, last admission 
4.45pm, from mid-March to tbe end of 
October. The park is open daily, 9am- 
5pm. Dogs are not allowed into the 
palace or the palace gardens, but may go 
on a lead in the park. 

Admission: palace and park adults £780, 
OAPs £5.80, children aged 5-15 £3.80. 
Family ticket (two adults, two children) 
£20. This includes the tour around the 


house, the Churchill exhibition, boat 
ride, train rides and entrance to the herb 
garden, butterfly house as well as an 
adventure play-ground. Park only: adults 
£3, children aged five to 15, £130. Boras: 
Guided tours around private apartments 
from noon until 4pm: adults £3.40, child- 
ren £1.70. ^felled garden, which includes 
maze and children’s games, £1. Bouncy 
castle, 50p. Brochure, £330. 

Access: on foot on level ground, with lots 
of ramps for buggies an dwhee {chairs and 
a small train to take visitors from the 
bouse to the pleasure gardens. 

Food: plenty of refreshment stops for 
drinks and ice-cream. Interesting lunches 
are served in the elegant Indian Room 
restaurant overlooking the water terraces: 
three courses £1430, two courses £12.95. 
Lighter meals are offered at the adjoin- 
ing cafeteria: baguettes £180, veggie 
special £190. There is also a cafe in the 
pleasure gardens for light meals and 
snacks. Picnicking is popular and there is 
plenty of space. 

Shops: there are a good number of shops 
selling books, gifts and sweets. Souvenirs 
range from Blenheim fridge to golf balls 
carrying the Blenheim logo. 

Toilets: clean, efficient and numerous. 



THE INBEE 

QUALITY M 
GARMENT 8A I 

This garment bag is tough, styfish and durable. 
manufactured in tough 1200 denier polyester IKr- 
tbe bag has a textured canvas feel, the folded 
measurement is 58 x 52cm opening to a 8 §Bp ? 
generous 104cm catering for all your needs, 
keeping suits, dresses and persona! effects in BjjSfl 
perfect order. With a built In hanger together 
with generous zipped pockets, the bag Is also 
fully Fined. High quality with a luxury took this 
garment bag wfll give many years of service. 

Perfect tor holidays or business trips, you can choose from 

black or a very smart flame red 

with grey stitch trim, the latter Pto««^rne._...ou*jTY<w 
giving easy identification «■“■***» «***> 

amongst other luggage. Excellent , _ J , , 

value for such quafity at only 
£29-50 phis £195 P&P. 

HOWTO ORDER. Mr^^brrTT 

® 01 702 332922 

using your Credit Card or send MyNametB(fc*AWAtej — 

completed coupon with crossed cheque ***« 

or p ostal orders to: 

THE INDEPENDENT “ — 

QUALITY GARMENT BAG OFFER 

325 London Road — . « 

St Tm-gm, 

Essex SSU 7BX. 325 London Boa 

Otfai aahblB UK unliDnl onfrt Plsniin . | — ihiiii 
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Please send me. _ ... QUALITY GAHMerr MG® ® 23J0«cti|**&95p&p 

RseM quots cokMfc) requtod R"d □ ®adc □ ^ 

Th» total value being: | £ 

l ercfase s acssed cheque (with ny AdAess oc the back) 1 ■■ 
made payable to: NEWSBAPEH PUBLISHING MD683 
Or ptoaaodeM my ACCESS VISA Card account wtti the sum ofcfc 
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Postcode. 
Send Ter. 
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the nmnrair quality omwekt bag offer 

325 London Road Wssteflfl on Sea Essex SS0 7BX 
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Wind resistant: the garden at 
Dunbeath Castle is a haven carved 
out of a hostile world 

PHOTOGRAPH. JOHN RttJL PHOTOGRAPHY 


E nclosure was the defining fea- 
ture of the first gardens. It pro- 
vided safety from wfld beasts, 
marauding neighbours and 
encroaching wilderness, and 
protection from the elements. 
The garden was a small piece of 
paradise carved out of a hostile world. Far a 
20th-century take on that medieval battle 
between order and chaos, go to Dunbeath on 
the east coast of Scotland, beyond Inverness. 

Dunbeath Castle is buQt on a steep, nar- 
row promontory of rock, surrounded on three 
sides by the s«l In terms of military defence, 



Weekend work 4 
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measure this is as inhospitable a place as 
^hles on Sunday. So the visual shock, when 
you open the door into Dunbeath’s secret, 
walled garden is all the greater roses, del- 
phiniums, snapdragons, honeysuckle, brilliant 
annuals, fuchsias and agapanthus pack pell- 
mell into ihe short growing season which is 
all the time the terrain allows. 

Dunbeath’s gardener, James Campbell, 
has worked here for 20 years. Didn't he ever 
get frustrated by frosts in late May and early 
September, sea fogs, gales from the north- 
east and from the south-west, ail of which 
are standard fare at Dunbeath? “I was bom 
here," he said, simply. He has never known 
any other way of gardening. “I like the 
atmosphere of the place. Vm not a hustle 
and bustle person." 

The weather, he concedes, can be "very 
brutal" and this year has not been an easy one. 
There has been very little sun and the annu- 
als he set out have been sulking because of 
iL His Livingstone daisies gave up the ghost 
altogether. However, the double herbaceous 
borders that ran down the centre of the gar- 
den are flourishing, with wonderful swathes 
of agapanthus edging the central roundeL 

The garden is divided into eight plots, four 
either side of the great double borders. It’s 
still a productive garden, as it was meant to 
be when the walls were first thrown up some 
time around 1800. There are cabbages, peas, 
onions, potatoes, masses of soft fruit, all edged 
with annuals. Globe artichokes thrived which 
is surprising. So does the Moroccan broom. 
Cytisus battandieri, which is carefully tied in 
against the wall. Like the one-time soldiers 
on the ramparts of the castle nearby, it has 
learnt how foolhardy it is to stick your head 
above the wail. 

The garden slopes gently down to the sea. 
which is mercifully out of view, until you 
climb up one of the sets of stone steps which 
lead to bastion look-outs in the comers of 
the walls. .At the top of the slope is a long 
range of glasshouses with peaches and figs 
trained against the back wall. "Always the 
first job after Christmas," said Mr Campbell. 
"Untie the fig. Lay down its branches. Scrub 
and whitewash the wall. Then tie it all up 
again." If 1 were him. I'd be spinning out the 
inside jobs until well into April. 

They say in Caithness that the best grow- 
ing only comes after the turn of the year. After 




An arbour in a storm 


Gardening: Anna Pavord finds a blaze of blooms in the gloom of Scotland 


the longest day, the plants go like the dap- 
pers before they are cut down by the first frost 
At Can da craig in Aberdeenshire, in the 
quiet, on visited valley of the Don, the grow- 
ing season is slightly longer, and Liz Young, 
who bought the garden 12 years ago, says that 
June is perhaps her &vountemontii t wUi Asi- 
atic primulas flowering fit to burst and huge 
swathes of sky blue meconopsis filling the 
beds. She even succeeds with the rare, red- 
flowered Meconopsis punicea. , which caused 
such a sensation at Chelsea when it was shown 
on the Alpine Garden Society’s stand. 

Candacraig is a walled garden, too, built 
about 1520. It belonged to the big house nest 
door until, in the Eighties, the estate had to 
be split up. Liz Young and her husband, 
Harry, with no previous professional experi- 
ence of gardening, decided "on impulse” to 
buy the walled garden, which would otherwise 
have been covered with new houses. 

Harry Young, by his own admission, is not 
a gardener. He looks after the paths. Uz 
does everything else. I dared not think how 
marry hours she worked in a day. "Oh, Tm 
quite stubborn ” she says. She must also 
have a cast-iron back. The place is richly 



romantic, spilling with jreat mounds of 
geranium, globe • thistle, sfiaggy-pet ailed 
inula, with spedal.beds for meconopsis and 
primulas set behind the great formal dou- 
ble borders that sweep through both levels 
of the garden. It’s an eloquent tribute to the 
virtues of stubbornness. The garden at Boi- 


fracks, near Abexfeldy in 
Perthshire, overlooks the 
Iky, a much more familiar 
river to. most tourists than 
the Don. Iburism in Soot- . 
land is built around neat 
packages: the whisky trail, 
the castle trail, Speyside, 
Deeside, Uryside { though 
no Donside). How long 
before we are offered the 
Safeway trail? Their super- 
markets featured promi- - 
nently on the outskirts of 
many towns I went to last 
week. Meanwhile, high 
streets staggered on the 
wrong side of viability. 

Wind windows boarded up 

behind decaying,. though 
handsome, facades. ‘ ' '' 

, Boifracks tells you immediately thaf it isfa', 
much-kjved garden, impervious, quite rightly^ 
to fashion. It has a quiet peace and self con- : 
fidenoe, with the planting stSl singing of the 
Fifties: cherries, acers, berberis, rhododen- 
drons. It is beautifully gardened, though 


mildew was playing sad havoc with the phlox 
in the borders. _ 

The lavras, sheltering inside compart- 
ments made by old shrub roses, were diag- 
onal! y cross-mown, which, given the dope 
they are on, is not a job to take on tightly. At 
the top of a path that winds upwards along- 
side a small stream is a twig-house, where X 
could happily have spent the rest of the week 
looking at the clouds sailing over the 
Grampians. 

If you are planning a trip to Scotland, for- 
get the brown-signed tourist trails. Bqy a copy 
of Gardens of Scotland (£250), published by 
Scotland's Gardens Scheme, and take your- 
self off-piste. 


The garden at Dunbeath Castle, Dunbeath, 
Caithness is open tomorrow (2-6pm) Admis - 

on the A944 at Stmthdr^^^^yed^tbe, tore 
open daily lutdfthe en4df^detnber£\tfofi to 

ej i/u- ■ p- j c._ 


sum £l.’Zhe nursery does tncmirdef-send two 
first class stamps for a plant list Boifracks, 
Aberfekfy. Perthshire is open daily (lOam-bpm) 
until the end of October. Admission £2 


inch out the growing^ 
nf tnmato slants to - 


encourage them to -. . 
concentrate on ripening then- 
existing fruit Continue to 
feed plants in tubs arid 
hanging baskets, but do not 
feed shrubs or herbaceous 
pere nnials at this stage. New 
growth made now will not 
survive autumn frosts. 

Prune rambler roses and 
climbing roses that have only 

one flush of flower, such as 
‘A1 be nine' and ‘Easlea’s 
Golden Rambler*. Match the. 
amount of wood that you cut 
out with the amount of new 
growth that the rose has 
made this year. Encourage 
new growth to sprout from 
the base by taking out some 
of the old wood entirely. Tie 
in new growths of dahlias 
and chrysanthemums. Debud 
dahlias regularly for the best 
display. Trim hedges of box, 
beech, yew, holly, laurel . 
privet and Leyland cypress. 
On second thoughts, grub 
our the Leyland cypress. 

Thin out old shoots of 
shrubs such as philadelphus if 
necessary, and slash back - - 
overgrown honeysuckle. Low- 
growing hebes can also be 
thinned. Cut down canes of 
raspberries that have fruited, 
and tie -in new ones. Cut down 
the old foliage of strawberry 
plants, and dispose of the . 
straw on the compost heap. 

Thke cuttings of indoor - 
plants such as coleus, 
tradescantia, zebrina and 
busy lizzies. Thke 3in to 4in 
cuttings from the tips of busy 
tizzies arid push them into a . 
pot of sandy compost. When 
they have rooted well and 
are growing away, pinch out 
the tops of the cuttings to 
encourage bushy growth. 

Take 3 in cuttings of coleus, 
choosing the non-flowering 
shoots to pot up singly in 
John Innes No 1 compost ' 
This is the time when you 
should cany secateurs every 
time you go into the garden. 
Roses need endless dead- 
heading and you also need to 
remove branches of plain 
green leaves on variegated 
shrubs. If you don’t the 
green will eventually overtake 
the variegated growth. 

.- . Plant autumn flowering 
brilbs. While you are about it, 
maik the position of lily bulbs, 
the growth of which is 
' beginning to did back. This 
may stop you accidentally 
digging them up in the great 
autumn dear-up. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


GARDEN WATCHER 

KEEPS CATS OUT ^ 


Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deference System 


by STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR1S1RD 

01362 694957 


THE VERSATILE ALL YEAR 
WEATHER PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR PRECIOUS 
PLANTS AND SEEDLINGS 



gardening 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


MOWER 
SHARPENER 


AN AGRIFRAMES SPECIAL OFFER FOR AUGUST 



WASP TRAPS, 
REPELLENTS 
&WASP 
NEST KILLERS 
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Over 40% off SPUN WEB FLEECE 


PROTECT YOUR HOME AND GARDEN WITH 


Now is Ihe lime to prepare for 
Ihe colder months ahead, and no 
gardener should be without a 
toll or two of this wonderfully 
versatile fleece. • 

Think of it as a gossamer light 
duvei for plants. Warm, soft, strong, 
permeable and translucent - it 
allows plants to flourish and grow 
while protecting them from birds, 
insects and the worst of the winter 
rains and frost. A single layer of 
spun web fleece can provide frost 
protection down to 29° F (3 degrees 
of frost) - a double layer down to 6 
degrees of frost. Use h to help 
protect your precious half-hardy 
plants and dimbers. Drape it over 
vulnerable seedlings and newly 




Available at most 
good garden centres. 
For information call 


FREEPHONE 

08000740084 



The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 

tonal Phe. 
complete 15 

mins to assemble. f\Ij§OT 
Rustproof fittings ‘hgaffiNLy 
Heady to finish [ |\Qy 
tor Mom/ 
ootdooruse. 


CM (Ml a irtW. 4S tr dNpMdL 
MvifpkMktmMnir 


As seen on Lv.\ 


the nnunmc WMWimmiim cp . 

wiiitato 


For details of this truly versatile 
battery powered wheelbarrow 
Freephone on 0800 525323 or write to 
Moto-Barrow, 9 Century Way, 
March, Cambs. PE25 8QW. 


sown grass or as a low cost l 
‘cloche’ to extend the growing \ 
season and bring on early flowers \ 
and vegetables. 

Additionally use under glass to 
, reduce heating bills and give shade 
from the sun. 

Now you can save over 40% j 
on our big value 1 2m x 1.5m / 

(40ft x 5ft) approx, roll when you /. 
order before the special offer / 
doseson30th September 1997. / i 


BIG VALUE A 

12 METRE (40FT) ROLL R 

C^gJ-OGUE PRICE \ 

| inc.r&p 

J ' NOW ONLY 



RAINBOW FLOWERS 
by- POST 
GUERNSEY 


for Birthdays, Thank You® 
and Anniversaries 


* PACK OF 20 
OPTIONAL 
FIXING PEGSi 

£2,99 w/ 


CARNATIONS MIXED COLOURS MIXED BOUQUET MIXED COLOURS 

CIO 10 Luxury £10.50 SM 10 Luxury Carnations & 

CIS' 18 Luxury £14.00 16 Luxury fteesiaa £14.95 

024 24 Luxury £16.86 


ofAgriftamss 


Year moo? rtfi aifcd i f not <JcB$bcd 

wooed rtidaa 14 days 

Nonna! <J*sBeteft srtfwi 5 days but 
plMtn «How op to'28 Hays tor defimy 


FREESIAS ' LM 15 Luxury Carnatione A 

F20 20 Posy £10.85 25 Luxury fteenaa £18.95 

FL20 20 Luxury £1195. LUXURY SEASONAL BOUQUETS 

FL30 30 Luxury £1495 MS Medium £1495 

FL50 50 Luxury £1795 LS Large £1795 

PLEASE ADD £1 FOR DECORATIVE RIBBON AND BOW. ADD £5 FOR 
EXPRESS AIRMAIL FOR EUROPE, CANADA AND USA [.CARNATIONS ONLY) 

TO ORDER T? 01481 723513 


<Vr«b,uc«hM^' plan 
Agriframc Lid, Ourtoomls Rout. East Gfimstead. Scawg RB I ? 2HC . 


ORDER MOW - OFFER ENDS SEPT 30TH- 


SK5ES5 


SB35 


All ottrOowwnTfcamf oily •el e cte d ami wrapped la cellophane then packed with 
tea, jsaraKMge, Steer (gwl iad ease life fadnctini. Delivery ia by First Clous 


Mali and txsnally takes 84 to 48 hears 


p (frgpg MasterCard □ Vba D Swtch □ Total £ . 


Expires LI I I -J 


| Item required.— 
| Send ta — 


Ribbon & Bow d | 

I 



It’s The Long 
And Short Of It! 


vVhdhcr you are tackling shod or longer grass, trie Allen Turf Troope 

,s (, ' e ™ ch,rTe ?0r >' 0L ’' The in manoeuvrability through its si 

rear wheel steering makes for exceptional control in 
confined ar,<i awkward places whilst its three 7 ' 
diameter six blade cylinders make short work of anv 
g'ass condition 'around two acres per hour). Powered 
by a S.o hp Honda electric start engine through large 
orive wheels, uneven surfaces and slopes are 
tackled with ease leaving behind a finely an finish 
to be admired. Operator comfort and ease nf 
control ore features that arc standard on a 
Ailen machines and with a part exchange 
allowance of at least £500 for your 
old riCe-on movrer. its more 
comfortable on vour pocket. 

RRP £4.595 -VAT. 
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i Name. 

Address — 


Switch tosue No. 


' ^,nxoioQinn91(24rirs) FAX; 01342 31C099. 

TFTr 1 ^"- — — ^^^R ^ 01342 - 11 dQ2 


| Sender— - 

I Address - 

I Tfet— ■ Arrival Date 

I Pleaftc asike diequca pay aUc to: RAINBOW FLOWERS PO BOX 54ri. 

1 ST PETER PORT. GUERNSEY GYl 6HG 


•after hoHdaylawir^ ■ /• 
• malnt« nance. 
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A/Jen Power Equipment Ltd 
The Broadway Dldcot. Oxen OXtl 3ES 
Tok 01233 313-0& f i% - 0-233 5t5coi 
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Wannabee 

artists 
and buzzy 


So you thought bees just made 
honey and pollinated flowers? 
They can also be pretty creative 
writes Patricia Cleveland-Peck 


* 



•} Wax lyrical: Aganetha Dyck's bee art at the 
1 Ybrkshire Sculpture Park. Rom the top: 
women’s shoes; blrdbath; wax tablets 

PHOTOGRAPHS. JERRY HARDMAN JONES 



B ees inspire eccentricity. Certainly 
the Canadian artist Aganetba 
Dyck is crazy about them. She has 
spent the summer “collaborating” 
with more than 500,000 bees in a most 
unusual project, the results of which are 
now on show at the Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park. Basically she places domestic objects 
such as shoes and teapots (even, at one 
stage, a park bench) within beehives and 
waits for the bees to coat them with hon- 
eycomb and wax. She then removes these 
objects and works on them, transforming 
them into shadowy, strangely disturbing 
artworks. 

Her artistic career began in the early 
Eighties, when her early shows displayed 
everyday objects transformed into works of 
art by some form of domestic reprocess- 
ing- shrunken sweaters and bottled, fried 
and canned buttons, for example. 

On a visit to the local Manitoba Bee 
Works to buy supplies she saw a text on 
the wall: “Bee Made Honey” - an obvious 
enough statement, except that the sign 
itself appeared to have been carved from 
honeycomb. When she learnt that it had 
been created by the bees themselves - on 
a mould placed in the hive - she realised 
the inherent possibilities of working “in 
collaboration” with bees. Last year she 
produced her most ambitious installa- 
tion, The Extended Wedding Party, which is 
currently touring Holland. This consists of 
gowns, shoes, coats and a glass wedding 
dress which have been transformed by bees 
into unsettling images of change and 
decay. 

, In Yorkshire she worked for two 
months with local beekeepers to produce 
items that she feels signify the park itself. 

“I thought about what the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park is about,” she said. “It is 
! natural, but at the same time man-made. 
Rather like the bees: they’re in the hive, 
not their natural place. Then I thought of 
the people who visit the park and what 
they sometimes leave behind: things like 
shoes. Then I thought of what they do, 
which is to sit on the park benches, and 
British people drink tea, so I thought of 
the teapot ... Fm ttying to connect, 
because bees connect world-wide. 

“I regard the bees not as individuals but 
as a thought process, almost a computer 
software program,’’ she continued. “And 
working with them fits in with the chances 
I take and the accidents I look for in my 
work. They are a force I totally respect I 
love their warmth and tenacity, and the 
fact that they have such an old form of 
construction — and not being a perfect 
builder myself I find their construction 
totally perfect.” 

In fact although Aganetha usually takes 
the coated object out of the hive and works 
on it further, adding wax or taking some 
away, there are times when she finds the 
bees’ ideas better than her own, and 
changes nothing. 

She hopes to continue working with 
bees, and is already envisaging new ways 
of doing so. “I would like to work lOng-dis- 
tance, using the same equipment that sur- 


T! 


geons use to guide operations in remote 
areas. From Canada I could construct 
things in a hive in another country using 
this new computer-imaging technique." 

Natalie Hodgson, too, is keen on bees. 
Her bees inhabit no ordinary hive, but a 
cust om-made bee village made up of 20 
brightly painted miniature shops and 
houses including “The Beehive Inn” and 
“St Ambrose’s Church”. As well as her api- 
ary in Shropshire, Mrs Hodgson runs a 
pick-your-own lavender farm - a combi- 
nation that makes for a distinctly d ifferent 
day out 

In particular, a bee viewing tunnel has 
proved a magnet for children. “I got the 
idea in Poland,” said Mrs Hodgson. “The 
Poles are keen beekeepers and at the bee 
museum I saw a wooden hive made in the 
form of a life-size peasant woman in 
national dress. To get at the bees you lifted 
her skirt up at the back. That, I thought, 
was a bit rude for Shropshire, but it did 
inspire me ...” 

A bee village may be fine, but what about 
a bee boat? Bruno ftoissonnier and his wife 
and two children live on their barge in the 
South of Fiance together with all their 
bees, plus the equipment for extracting the 
honey. They are even preparing a cabin for 
bee-loving B&B guests. 

Bruno, who has a degree in philosophy, 
started keeping bees 15 years ago and now 
sells honey botn wholesale and retail. The 
boat navigates the Canal des Deux Mere, 
which runs between Bordeaux and B&aers, 
giving Bruno’s bees the pick of some of the 
loveliest conntiyside in France. Not only 
can Bruno move the boat to wherever the 
best honey-producing crops are to be 
found, but his bees receive remuneration 
(at about £1.000 a go) for pollinating 
canalside fields. 

Meanwhile, over in the States, bee 
eccentricity has taken on a new dimen- 
sion with bee-bearding. The idea is to 
encourage bees to congregate around 
your face and neck in the form of a liv- 
ing “beard". This is achieved by taking the 
queen and either strapping her in a con- 
tainer to your neck or placing her gently 
in your mouth ... The bees, attracted by 
the queen’s pheromones, will then swarm 
around her, creating the beard effect The 
swarming bees are full of honey so the 
risk is not as great as it looks, enabling 
the doyen of this unlikely sport. Dr Nor- 
man Gary, a beekeeper who supplies 
colonies to American film and television 
companies, to demonstrate this arcane art 
naked while playing the clarinet. 

Aganetha Dyck's Yorkshire Bee Project is on 
\new at the Camellia House, The Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park, Bretton Hail, West Bretton, 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire (01924 830302) 
until 26 October. 

Natalie Hodgson 's bee village and lavender 
farm is at Astley Abbots, Bridgnorth, Shrop- 
shire ( 01746 763122) 

For enquiries about B&B accommodation 
aboard Bruno Poissonnier's Bateau AbieBe, 
write to the Marie de Vianne, 47230 Vianne, 
France, asking them to forward your letter. 




he Best-Kept Village 
competition is upon us 
again, and once more 
your correspondent has the 
ticklish job of judging the 
! Gloucestershire final. For our 
county this is a year of special 
I . significance: similar contests 
j " are now held all over 

England, but it was here that 
| -- ^jjhey originated in 1937, when 
I M first Lord Bledisloe 
i j presented a cup bearing his 
i . name for tbe village that had 
I y dose most to improve its 
: environment. Next month the 
: 60th anniversary will be 

' celebrated by a festive lunch, 
at which the present Lord 
: Bledisloe - grandson of the 
founder - »Sl preside. 

■- . The finals’ judge feels a 
: certain responsibility. 

■ r ; Certainly there is an 
" obligation not to offend: one 
must seek to be constructive. 

. _ . Another key rule is that 
' ?•« natural advantages such as 
I • - fine b uildings and glorious 
j vjk scenery should be left ont of 
i Vacconnt: it is evidence of 
) r.j .effort that matters. 

] • - ’ As usual, most of the hard - 
j : wortbas been done before 
1 -;f my arrival. Other judges have 
‘ ■ ’■ winnowed 40-odd entrants 
downfo six. I merely have to 
decide between two in each 
r. “smalT (up to 300 
its), “middle” (300 to 
i +■. j. ujuo^and "large” (1,000 to - 

Latbehope that small 


. - 'V-f rr- ~ * -7 fm ' v 


Duff Hart-Davis 




i | ' l- - a ^ 

: - f Wrwrfft be beautiful, I started. 

I ;'£• my tour with Sbipton Moyne 
P j :i (popuiarkm 275), near 

-! : ■ Malmesbury. Villagers know 

I I the brackcfwithin which 
jtxteg/are required to 

1 1 r perform, and judges, in turn, 

| i • t. raayeitfcer declare themselves 
’ft® arri ve incognito. Preferring 
a nonymityT i rolled up on a 
i jl : h*tywand was entranced by 
■ ^^’horticultural perfection: 
j gardens glowed with flowers 
f 1 and. yeiret lawns* verges were 
■ hcautifiilh T mown. 
f t ' My Jackies rose when I 
• . 1 came os someth mg white 
\ 7 ^1*55 in theroad. Litter, by . 
rtf:-' 


A ticklish job: 
judging the 
finals of the 
Best Kept 
Village in 
Gloucestershire 

George* But no - it was a" - 
crisp, new envelope, evidently 
containing an invitation card, 
which someone must have 
dropped on a delivery round. 

As I approached the 
churchyard, I descried a man 
loitering - with, I immediately 
suspected, in tent Jo spot and 
beard the Bledisloe Cup 
adjudicator. When the fellow 
stepped up and asked if I 
were lost, my suspicion was 
intensified, so I airily said, 

“No, thanks. I’m fine. Just 
going to look at the ; church.” 

The graveyard was 
delightful, giving on to open 
grass fields. But the jewel of 
the hamlet was Post Office 
Corner, with its immaculately 
mown green, its riot of 
flowers, and its good red 
telephone box, polished 
inside and out, and cool in 
the shade of a chestnut tree. 

How to compare such a 
paragon with its only rival, 
Stannton (pop 297), way off 
to the west in the Fbrest of 
Dean? .Where Shipton Moyne 
is flat, Staunton perches on 
steep slopes, and has 
wonderful views of wooded 
hills all round. It also has 
more natural curiosities: an 
ancient animal pound, areas 


of rough common ground, 
and a huge rock which in 
profile shows exactly why it is 
known as the frog’s Mouth. 

These God-given 
advantages should be 
disregarded, I knew. Yet it is 
clear that the villagers make 
exceptional efforts to look 
after their heritage. How to 
weigh their achievement 
against that of their rival 50 
miles to tbe east? 

In the “middle” category, 
the two finalists are curiously 
similar. Bledington (pop 440), 
near Chipping Norton, and 
WSJersey (pop 650), close to 
Broadway. Both have a 
pleasantly relaxed air, with 
broad open spaces and no 
sense of crowding. Again, I 
found it hard to decide 
between two communities 
which obviously strive to keep 
standards high. 

As for the big boys - 
Lechlade (2500) and 
Bourton-on-the-Water (3,000) 
- both have been heavily 
infiltrated by tbe demon 
tourist. In each, water is a 
leading attraction - the 
stripling Thames and its 
marina at Lechlade, the infant 
Windrush running straight 
through tbe green at Boorton. 
Tbe first place is still afloat, 
the second all but swamped by 
tbe weight of visitors. 

In both, litter is a 
pernicious problem: the foster 
you pick it up, the faster they 
drop it The judge has to raise 
his gaze above burger boxes 
and exploded bags of fish and 
chips, concentrating instead 
on features such as the fine 
new village hall at Lechlade, 
and the tremendous blaze of 
flowers all through Bourton's 
centre. But again, it is 
invidious to pronounce one 
better than the other. 

It is easy enough for me to 
write “watch this space”. But 
before I put anything more 
into it, I have to sort out the 
multiple impressions of 
excellence churning around in 
my head. 


The Highlands' hidden treasure 


E ven on the map, the Silver 
Walk appears romantic. Start- 
ing at a ruined castle in the 
western Highlands, the evoc- 
atively named footpath t rails along 
the wooded shoreline of Loch 
Moidart to link up with a mountain 
path through crags and cliffs that face 
the distant Hebrides. The four-mile 
circuit takes in a deserted village and 
a “loch of blood” that was the site of 
a clan battle. According to some 
local tales, the path may even lead the 
walker to a cache of buried treasure. 

We arrived at Castle Tioram on a 
perfect Sommer’s morning. The old 
G a nr anald stronghold stood reflected 
in tbe mirror surface of the sheltered 
sea loch. Golden seaweed glistened on 
the shores of wooded islands; bare 
mountains framed die for horizon. The 
castle, we decided, should be our des- 
tination rather than our starting-point, 
so we walked on past the sandbar Lead- 
ing to its entrance, and at the for end 
of tbe beach we climbed a narrow path 

that wound its way precariously above 
tbe shore through tangled trees and 
tumbled rocks. 

When the path was being cut, a cent- 
ury ago, Elizabethan coins were dis- 
covered in a crevice. Hence the name 
Silver Vlfelk. But there’s a darker 
aspect to the tale: of a theft from Tio- 
raro’s coffers, and ofa serving girl sus- 
pected of the crime tied by her long 
hair to seaweed on a rock that can be 
seen below the path, the Rock of 
James’s Daughter. Some say thatoniy 
a small fraction of the loot was 
found... Distracted by the possibility 
of finding coins in an intriguing cavity 
beneath a fallen tree. I almost stepped 
out into empty space 50ft above the 
loch. Rhododendrons, I discovered, 
have surprisingly strong branches. 

We stopped to rest beside a bum as 
the walk descended to the water’s 
edge, then, at a little cairn, we headed 
inland up a rougher path that climbed 
into the hiUs. On a kmely plateau high 
above the loch we found the broken 
walls of old stone cottages and byres. 
The village's entire population was 
forcibly evicted and transported to 
Australia in the 1840s, when Clan- 


Weekend walk: Hamish Scott takes a high 
road through land steeped in ancient myth 


ran aid’s vast estates were sold and a 
better price could be obtained for land 
that had been “cleared” of penniless 
inhabitants. Rummaging among the 
tumbled stones and bracken, we 
found, not silver coins, but the rusty 
fragments of a cooking-pot. 

The path continued climbing up 
behind the village to a ridge that over- 
looked an awe-inspiring wilderness of 
crags and hill lochs. A pair of eagles 
circled in the cloudless sky, and 
wateriilies floated on the placid sur- 
face of Lochan na Fola, “the little loch 
of blood”. This idyllic spot was once 
the site of a ferocious brawl between 


Frasers and Macdonalds, occasioned 
by some social gaffe committed at a 
banquet in the castle. 

We forked right by the lochside, 
climbing through a gully to another 
small hill loch perched on the very 
summit of the pass. Sitting on a dam, 
the relic of an old experiment in 
hydroelectricity, we soothed our feet 
in ice-cool water under the hot sun. 
Ear below us lay Loch Moidart with 
its archipelago of islands, while the 
larger isles of Muck and Eigg floated 
on the blue horizon. A steep but easy 
path beside a stream took us back 
down to the road along the shore. 



Th e tide was in, leaving only a thin 
strip of sand connecting Castle Tioram 
to the mainland, and we were the only 
visitors. -Relishing such atmospheric 
solitude, we explored the roofless 
halls and kitchens, peered into the 
dungeon and discovered a medieval 
lavatory strategically positioned just 
above the entrance gate, a system of 
defence that might strike a sympathetic 
chord with modern eco warriors. 

But Castle Tlorarn’s future lies in tbe 
balance: it is currently for sale, priced 
at just £100,000. The present chieftain 
of Ganranald is co-ordinating a cam- 
paign to preserve it for the local com- 
munity rather than letting it slip into 
private hands and be redeveloped - in 
which case the Highlands might lose a 
ruin of magical enchantment. 

A good pub lunch can be hard to 
And in the west Hi ghlands, where 
prepacked breaded haddock all too 
often masquerades as a local special- 
ity. On the road back to Lochaiiort we 
were fortunate to find the Glenuig Inn, 
where we ate freshly landed prawns 
that the landlord had “diverted” from 
their route to Barcelona. The old Inn 
has had a chequered past - torched 
after the disastrous ’45 uprising, dosed 
down in the 19th century for operat- 
ing an illicit whisty still' and, until a 
road was built just 30 years ago, acces- 
sible only from the sea. The history of 
Scotland, as we were discovering, is not 
learnt from books so much as from 
walks and bar-room tales. 

Directions 

•Castle Tioram lies off the AS6J 
■ between Lochaiiort and Acbaracle. 
•Turn right out of car-park and fol- 
low shore to end of beach. Climb 
steep path, continuing along shore for 
one and a half miles. 

•At small cairn, turn sharp right up 
hill. Follow path through deserted vil- 
lage and over crest of hill to loch. 
•Fork right at intersection above 
shore of loch. 

•Climb pass to hill-loch and follow 
path downhill. Turn right along road 
to return to castle. 

Ordnance Survey Pathfinder map 275 
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all consuming 


The deli of an architect 


It sells sofas, lamps and rugs ... 
now Janet Knight goes shopping 
at Conran stores for food 



Conran style: firs shops already include small shops selling spices, bread and luxurious olive oil 


Harvey Nicks: opened the door to making food funky 


T hese days, if you want to buy the 
freshest pasta, the most exotic breads 
and the finest extra-virgin olive oil to 
drizzle over your racket salad, you 
don’t go to the supermarket. 

No, silly, you pop to the nearest furniture or 
department store. Well that's how it seems, as 
yet another trendy shop gets ready to launch a 
range of groceries. This weekend. Habitat 
stores throughout Britain and Europe will- 
start selling own-brand foods: pesto sauce, wild 
Italian mushrooms, balsamic vinegar, sushi. 

And to prove that Habitat is not just setting 
itself up as a fashionable delicatessen, these 
foods will sit alongside more basic fare such as 
tomato ketchup, tea, coffee, and chocolate bis- 
cuits. The chain, formerly owned by Terence 
Conran (we'll come to him in a minute) and 
now run by the Swedish company Stitching 
Ingka, thought it was high time we bought our 
kitchenware and food under the same root 
The idea is that we’ll want to try out our shiny 
new cooking utensils with some delicious Habi- 
tat groceries: “We think this food range estab- 
lishes us as a one-stop shopping emporium,’' 
says a Habitat spokeswoman. “We’re selling 
essential products for modern living.” 

As you would expect, the packaging is simple 
yet stylish. There’s no uniform colour scheme, 
but gold-topped glass bottles and silver and 


cellophane packets line the chrome shelves. 

However, while the look is minimalist the 
prices aren't Although you can pick up tomato 
puree for 45p, a five-litre tin of olive oil will set 
you back £25. According to Kevin Gould, 37, 
who designed the range and supplies many of 
the products, it’s money well spent. 

“When Habitat approached me I said, ‘You 
need to do this properly’, so eveiythingts as un- 
manufactured and unpackaged as possible, 
without looking like health food. It’s not 
worthy but it’s tasty," he explains. 

He runs the Reaffood Store and Joy, in Lon- 
don, and prides himself on selling only the finest 
foods, with no added colouring or flavourings: 
“The great thing about us is that I know exactly 
where our products come from and the name 
of the person who makes it,” enthuses Kevin. 
“For example, every week I have buffalo moz- 
zarella flown in from a little town in Italy, and 
I even know the name of the person-who drives 
it in their van to the airport. 

. “I think our customers appreciate that 
knowledge, because it makes the ' whole ex- 
perience more intimate," he says. 

Since opening his business six years ago, be 
has become a much-sought-after caterer, - 
taking orders from the opera singer Luciano 
Pavarotti, the fashion designer Issey Miyake, 
and the fashion chain Jigsaw, as well as acting 


as a consultant to Marks & Spencer. Bora out 
of a limited Christmas selection, the Habitat 
range now takes in 120 core lines, and is set to 
expand even further, says Kevin. He believes 
other stores will follow their lead, but takes his 
hat off to Harvey Nichols, which launched its 
hugely successful Foodmarket in 1992. 

“Harvey Nichols opened die door to making 
food funky and aspirational, and it’s become a 


aurant, a cate, a bar and a private dining-dub. 

Conran explains the inspiration behind his 
concept by launching into a eulogy of European 
food markets: “The stalls are packed high with 
wonderful misshapen tomatoes, purple aub- 
ergines, sweet ripe melons, aromatic herbs and 
an abundance of fresh, locally grown produce. 

“Such markets are a feast for all the senses: 


growing trend’ 
Bui the real i 


But the real pioneer of fashionable furniture 
and food was Conran. He started it all with his 
riverside Gastrodome at Butlers Wharf a year 
earlier. His site incorporates four restaurants, 
including the waterfront Font de la Tour, an oil 
and spice shop, a wine merchant's, a bakery and 
a food store. So those diners who wanted to go 
home and re-create ihe dishes they’d just 
eaten, could pick up the necessary ingredients 
next door. 

Mesmerised by the food markets of France 
and Italy, Conran realised his dream earlier this 
year with the launch of Bluebird, the ultimate 
one-stop shop. It’s based on the trendy King’s 
Road, in the converted grade n-Usted Bluebird 
Garage, just down the road from Habitat and 
Heals. It has a bustling and colourful outdoor 
fruit and vegetable market, a large food mar- 
ket, a wine merchant’s, a flower market, a 
kitchen shop, a bakery, a patisserie, a rest- 


eyes dazzled by the variety and generosity; ears 
alive with the hubbub of activity; hands busy 


rummaging through crates to find !tbe sweet- 
est, ripest fruit and vegetables; the nose seduced 
by the mingling aromas of fresh fish, juicy fruit 
and local herbs; the mouth teased by expecta- 
tions of such delicious food tastes ..." 

Judging by the number of people that like to 
be designer-fed and have their homes filled with 
designer furniture, this shopping combination 
is the way ahead. 

After all, it makes life easier if you can get 
all you want under one roof It just remains to 
be seen which stores win be tempted to go down 
the same path. Certainly, the line between 
department stores and supermarkets has 
already been blurred. You only have to look at 
Sainsbury’s and Tesco to see how they’re turn- 
ing into, well, department stores. 

Many already sell kitchen utensils, books and 
records, and presumably it won’t be long 
before they start to sell furniture. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Unusual Gifts 



11 FOOT IN DIAMETER - IVORY WHITE 
RRE RETARDANT 


Suitable for schools and playgroups, weddings 
and marquees, theatres and dubs, photography, 
drapes, curtains, bed canopies etc, etc. 

Can be cold / tie dyed or painted with fabric paint. 
Ultra Violet reflective - Great for a sun shelter. 

£30 + £3 p&p. Tel: 01497 831606. 


“CHE Vive! 


T he bnxxfing sixties icon Che 
Guevara, revolutionary fighter wltli 
a dream, friend and confidant of Castro 
depicted in classic heroic pose in our 
bust commemorating the 30th 
annivsrsary of tvs death. 6%* high. 


■ riT. j 


YOUR OPEN 
INVITATION 
TO A BATH” 



FOI‘ F. fSci CCi cl;.- r 


FflEETPHOMS 

0800 919 749 

THE WALK-IN OATH CO LT£ 


Fashion 


Pure Silk 
Luxury Robe 


m bent £29 X *£3.95 fW>. Mow 
14 days for defivary. Orttere to: 

Stawctear Ltd. The Old Bakery, 

24 Biackley Bd, Towcester, Northants NN12 6DJ. 
Tel: 01327 358080 fag 01327 356388 



0131 654 5455 


BIRTHDAYj 

newspap ers I 
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£ 29.95 

, , cr l- 9.50 tor 2 
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Ebr Sales 


Not 


Under the counter 

with Lindsay Calder 


Wf. 


I think these sultry 
nights are doing toy 
head in. That, and the 
cal waiting me up at 
7am with a blade of grass 
stuck up her nose. So, off 
to the emergency vet, and 
£74 later she was fine. I 
wasn’t Every night I have 

a weirder and weirder 
dream. Last week I dreamt 
that I had a sore throat, so 
I went to the doctor, and 
he prescribed cigarettes. 
But because they were 
prescription, they cost £55 
a packet So I said to him, 
“Sod that HI buy them 
over the counter" - bat 
they only had blackcurrant 
flavoured ones. “No, no", 

I was saying, “I want Silk 
Cut Lucky Strike ...” 

Then I woke up. I don't 
even smoke. 

Now I keep waking up 
at 2am, clasping my . 
throat scowling at the cat, 
and fumbling for the 
Evian, The books I am 
reading' are not exactly 
soporific - Trainspotting 
and Men cme from Mars, 
Women are from Venus. So 
after yet another 
palpi ra ting dream, I think: 
TV -there will be a nice 
ucscaiy black and white 
movie on - the kind with 
women in hats, who talk 
with clipped accents and 
gel married after the" first 
kiss. But not quite. ■ • - 
Instead, I surf into The Sex 
Show on five TV Don’t 
get excited -this must be 
the most unerotic viewing 
on earth - even Niles and 
Frasier Crane are racier. 

A brassy bloode with a 
regional accent promises 
“this is the show that will 
keep you up an night". I 
don't think so, sweetie. 

First off is Pleasure 
Dome, a sort of QVCdio ^ 
Anne Summers. The first’ ? 
item up for grabs is ^piak , . 
“gelo-vibralar”, which , 
slapper B enthuses about 
while slapper A tries to ' 
rub it seductively up and 
down her leg, but it keeps 
sticking to her skin and 
bending in the middle, 
like some sort of jelly 
horror-lolly. Next up is a 
“love egg" “for the woman 
in your life”. Slapper B 
swears by hers, because 
you can just pop it in and 
enjoy it at the bus stop, in 
the supermarket or at 
work. Can you imagine: 
“Take a letter. Miss Jones, 
and by the way, what's 
that strange vibrating 
noise - have you left your 


electric tooth brush in .. 
-your pocket?" There are 
several other moulded 
plastic items in varying 
degrees of rigidity, the 
sales patter gorng afong* 
the lines of “race cbtoorf i 
and “ooh, almost as gooA 
as the real thing". Attain 
it isn’t QVC, orrfiey 
would have the&tpe .-nf 
. measure out But tnayl& 
the length of the “getoJj; 
vibrator” is more • • ’ V 
important than the tehj^i 
of a solid gold _money- * 
back guaranteed - ■ | 

.collectable cha% ;• 
Now it’s competition ! 
time Matt is amfex-pubBc 
school IT consajjani, ymo 
has actualiytaMwringly.M 
applied to be a ccmtestaftt 
on the show. He has 
turned up in his sint aw 
tie, andjnust fe^mjghW^ 
over-dressed, compared* 
all Che g-strings, huttocB J 
and breasts wobbling " 
around.him.-His - 
competitive nature shines 
through, as he joins in the 
first game, “Basket-bra") 

In true gladiator style, the 
contestants are pitched Ji 
against two girls, in this 
case “page three lovelies”, 
Tracey and Mandy. 

Topless Tracey dons a 
basket ball basket, instead 
of a bra, and good old 
Matt attempts to get as 
many bails in there as he. 
can , while Tracey jumps 
up and down to avoid 
them. You can almost 
imagine Ulrika doing thfo 
in a Shooting Stars (p» - 
challenge. In the end. 

Matt is triumphant, as 
Ttacey couldn’t quite 
jiggle enough to stay out 
of the way of his balls. 

Next is “Suss the v 
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SUSSICS COl 


v “take a long took at 
luidkms.Oroa’s lovely 
Jegs.” and remembe^what 
hersnspeitoersfopk like. 
Thereis ^multiple choice 
of two answer^^bfcor 
white ._ Bjytfieiiflte y 
Private Dancer -’ “Vote for 
the babe you want to. bear 
all" - comes on, Tm half 
asleep. The private dancer 
is a completely flat-chested 
“lovely”, gyrating in an 
am dram manner in the i 
middle of the floor. Tm®/ 
feeling very, very sleepy. 



The Sex Show, Live Tt{ - 
Saturdays, 11.30pm-5anu 
You too can play Basket- 
bra: to register on the 
contestant hotline dial \ 
0891700183 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 


See your Sofas and Chairs beta# made . 

By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkweU, 



Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! 


OPEN BANK HOLIDAY 


ill beat anv 


► mparable quality 


OPEN BANK HOLIDAY 

Can the FACTORY SHOP at PoetstyJ 


Tel: 0181 


London E8 3SE CNr Well St.) 
0915 2 lines Faac 0181 985 2953 



Jbr Sales 



t 


COUNTRY FURNITURE 

01270 610543 <24 Hr) S3 3E 




HIXIU Dot MSI, FHSB’OST 
HOaB3*3Z.UnfcnS5W 



To advertise in this section 
please call the 

Independent Traders Team on 
0171 293 2344. 


COMPUTER DESKS 


& Unusual Antique style cabinets to hide computers for 
the home & office environment in solid Mahogany, 
Walnut, Yew, -Birdseye Mnpk and other exotic woods. 
Made by nxasteramfnmen in 3 ranges to suit 
■II lifestyles & income groups. 



aw— 


BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 

716 SCHOOL CLOSE, QUEEN ELIZABETH AVB., 

BURGESS HILL (between gatotcx. & BHksrruN) 

WEST SUSSEX RH15 9RX Hj&B 

Won-Sat 9 am -I JO pn. 

\ Tel; 01444 245577 


Stairlift Rentals. 


Call us now on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 


For a free no obligation quote. 
m Direct from the manufacture 
• Next day installation available 

nationwide. 


• Rent or buy 

• New or 
reconditioned. 






For Sales 




SA Johnson / 
™ MmONMIA CO. DepU 


l0]253 736334 ^91 


® ® G JOOTLINER l! 




ii^JUMPOVER 


AvaJlab^ih i * remo «- 

VstUclse J*® 8 10 W ntost 

Ate fully tailored eete 
wat. ^ I29 SS P« Pair Ine 


SEAT COVER 

W MB 


24 H OUR BROCHURE hi 
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Andrew Medd, marketing manager for Lilt 


TfcL, Netting HOI Cjntfgl 

I begins tomorrow- Two ml- that tie carnival can only bene- 

I bon people mil be squashed £«“« . involvement. “Vie care 


about fu^ilfthesun* 1 mf y ° Ur first Carnival or your 32nd, it’s all 
Melanfe r ^S a " d *"“■ And don't foget/says 
y ’ wear shoes and bring a bandana 
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Party on: revellers at last years carnival 



M. 
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Ragga Girt: shoes from Shel- 
ley’s, clothes from tibofcaf, 
Morgan, and local lingerie 
shops. Plenty of gold chain 
belts and accessories will 
authenticate the look, but it 
could weigh you down; also 
long pakited nails required, 
stick-on fakes are easiest, 
about £2.99, from Boots 


.■ Uon people WD be squaswa. . S^ the0 cnnpan y , si n voh«mcnL‘‘Wjcarc 
rntothe streets ofW^Lpn^ ■ peoplVwto go, so we’ve designed 

aU of them ready to party from «»out uk offid J | m ^ employed 
^yjnto night m their sexiest to keep tbe procession running 

spsps-ssg. 

■■Attesrr. Qswgssssa: 

ife The heat, the crowds. event,' 1 continues Medd. 

A the music and fhesheer Duringtbe company’s first year otsponsor- 

A magnitude of the event . ship IHt whistles were sold, but when street 

j^B should contribute to a : vendors b^n to lose f on^(7»,000whi^es 
brilliant time, but ' it * were sold last year, at £1^£2 each) tbe prac- 
could go wrong. Bor tice was stopped. 

every good time Instead, Ult is concentrating on selling 
SUM had, there may be a three different styles of T-shirt: V-neck, round 
PHK blip - fainting in neck and one-shoulder, which cost £5 each. 

tbe heat, due to There will be six sites on the route where you 
alcohol-induced can buy them. 

dehydration; los- The question of what to wear to the Not- 
ing friends; get- ting Hill Cnmiv&l is for tie individual to 
Bi ring totally lost trpfr- decide, and ibr most people it certainly won t 
gn self, or getting so be a Ult T-shirt Above all, practicality should 
|JK drunk that the whole take over. Shoes must be comfortable (most 
WjM event becomes like a festival goers will walk at least six miles in a 

bad dream. (Yes, I day), and the clothes Jqose (it will be veiy hot), 

? have been to carni- with plenty of pockets. 

val.) JFbr those in the business of making carni- 

Thi’s year the event is val happen — tbe DJs, the organisers, the 
i 32 years old, and for the bands and the dancers - dress codes are 
l third time in a row is important Fbr the most part what you wear 
I enjoying corporate spon- is dependent on music taste, and it can all get 
A soiship from Lilt It is the very complicated. 

ft first time a major spon- Jungle' DJs Goldie and Krust like Tommy 
■ sor has integrated its Hilfiger. “He’s tbe only corporate dea’gner I 
H brand name into the wear,” says Goldie. “He doesn’t know the 
1 carnival. So, for all music market in the same way as the skate 
intents and pur- companies Stussy and DC, but he’s trying, and 
poses, it is now I respect that” Junglists tend to be seen in 
called the Lilt baggy, low-slung shorts with plenty of labels 
^^^B Notting Hill Car- on show. 

nival, and far Fbr the Ragga fans there wfl] be vivid Lycra, 

from detract- loud, silky Versace shirts, outsized garments 
‘ ing from the and meticulously razor-nicked denim; the 
event, the Ragga girls wear as little as possible. 

^^^B organisers Rastas usually just stick to red, gold and 
^^^B claim that green T-shirts, big hats and comfy trousers. 

' the spon- Whatever you decide to wear, take some 
sorship is advice from veteran carnival goers, who all 
designed say: “Bring a bandana to mop the sweat from 

to your brow; it's the only thing you will care 

enhance about after an hour dancing in the sun.” 
it- • Not the most glamorous piece of advice, but 

- surely the most practical. 
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Rasta Boy: wears red gold and 
green shirt from second hand 
haunts like ForiobeOo market, ap- 
pro* £5, or buy them new from your 
local market, approx £15. Adidas 
tracksuit trousers, £30, from aO 
good sports shops. Reef flip flops, 
£18, from Low Pressure, one of the 
, Carnival goers’ favourite shops, 186 
i Kensington Park Road, WU. 
0171792 3134 


Hip Hop Boy: best place for purists is 
Bond International, 10 Newburgh 
Street, West Soho, Wl. Haunt of Met- 
attieadz gang, and Hip-Hop and Jun- 
gle DtTs who are buying tbe biggest 
bum-bag it is feasible to wea^ It 
costs £35 by Outdoor, also Stussy 
Pork-Pie hate, from £35, and Monaco 
long baggy army shorts, £55. Alterna- 
tively head fbr nearest bg sports 
shop to get the look 


Club Girt: by Hype DF, the massive 
street-style clothes emporium on 
Kensington High Street, London 
W8. When you get there look up; 
Calamity, No Such Soul, Wit & Wis- 
dom and Hunter’s & Gatherers, 
companies who have all done a 
version of this look. Expect to pay 
between £30 and £80 for a similar 
outfit. 






Getting there once in London 
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Just whistle: last year 75S, 


Time: this Bank Holiday The Place: Anywhere The essentials , 

onumes earrvmir extra bm so take a hdldallrather than a suit- ; If you don't want your hat to get squashed, try a purple woven hat box, 
Nolonty are the current crop smart and colourful, but their size price £19.95 to £31.95, from the Holding Company. .< - 

s vSthe added advantage of being fiist off the plane when Ifymg. ■■■■.. 

«vSes and traveLsize bottf es into which you^ ^can decant your Beauty These cheerful red, yeUpw and blue terry itowerovemlghtEis cost £69.95, 
Suets are also gobdfcfeas. _ . from the Holding Compaq. 




blown together they are louder than a jumbo taking off 


Bi 





'^he Jolly Folding Trolley comes in 13 ^^colours arai fe priced at 
£16.95; from the Holding Company (mail order, 0171-610 9160). 

Ttoteetorw in your teg by van ‘ 

% n wnjfi kp this trendy m^l design from Bools, price £39.99. 

kjefito^iEht aluminium bottles, like these from the Holding Company, 

cleansers and make great spacesavers. . 

(ni^r^be&wai £8.50 and £10.50, - 

ydur tuggage to make a thJJVjhtebb^kanii pmpfe ■ 
ieaSflS^frOTtoci should do the tnck. it costs £390. 


By Janet Knight 
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SATURDAY 23 AUGUST 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 


jrTC ; . Ci; 

V ’ ijr. 


TEL 0171 293 2222 


personal 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


TO RESPOND TO ANY 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0891 862 117 

AND FOLLOW THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS. 

24 HOURS A DAY! 

(Calls cost 50p per minute at all times) 


Voice 


TO MACE YOUR FREE . 

Voice personals ADVERTlSEMENJCgL 

0800 216 318 

24 HOURS A DAY! FOR !M ^STANCE FROM 
AVOICE PERSONAIS* REPRKENTMWE, 
rAil MONDAY-FRIPAY 9AM-8PM. 


WOMEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 


FANCY A CHALLBK5E? 
Sparking. aBJacwo and Wfl»- 
gert, Scots lass, early 40s, 
Seeks taB, dark/teorHooldng 

C 35-49, to meet Ws 1 
l Aberdaefi area q i388 
BIGGLESWADE GIRL 
Tan. youno-aMiaart female, 
50s, loves holidays, serious 
music and bridge, seeks Wen- 
gent. sodaWe male. 50+ , tor 
Irlendstilp and romance. 

Tf 1325 

SOMEONE SPfiGWUJ 

Happy women, 40s. dart, lar, 
usual social skUs. yoitog out- 
look, GSOH. enjoys waUdng. 
dancing, seeks male counter- 
part, London/South East area. 


SEEKING 

A SPECIAL SOMEONE 
Lively. Wends, tamale <r*"- 
aie, rnkMOs. who tWnks laugh- 
ter and fun are Important, 
enjoys must, cinema, maters, 
antiques, dancing, seeks mate 
companion, to enjoy Hfe win. 

PI372 

0077 

Bubbly brunette, irtd-40s. 
seeks New Age James Bond, 
l.e. healthy, wtry, a™! 
monogamous, lor a faewna s 
holistic adventuring. tTT324_ 
BtMPLY CHARMING " 


STRAWBERRY BLONDE 
Long-haired, sfim. attracovs. 
London gtn. 38. Wo musfctan- 
nts. food 5 wine, seeks onthusi- 
asuc. good-natured, tall, pro- 
gStoffmate. ff1347 

FRISID 8. PAHTNBl^ 

Outgoing, warm. sHm. smote 
57*. loves pete, 
sports, dancing, »wla 

Sw mate, 35-«. tar IrtontW. 

nwnasy refcutanshta. Y T132fl_ 
FUNNY MAN W ANTED 
Warm, affectionate, protes raon- 
ai. spontaneous wamai. 38. 
enjoys cosy dinners, cowiey 
araJXs, being whfsked away tor 
surprise weekends, seeks rar- 
ing. funny, warm. mteUIgwit, 
stfvent, prota^onai ™^. 30 * 

45. lor rafettkmsrtp. TT1334 

ASKING TOO MUCH? 
Attractive. Independert tamale, 
enjoys films, muse, reading, 
wanu, travel, seeks simitar. 
intaCganL w«v. 
astic male Mend, 35-42. to 
share Ida's Wghs and tows. 
Usnchester/CtrefiMre area. 

Tf 7393 

ARE YOU? 

Sohrenl, handsome, dynamic 
man, required by sfl aBow 
woman. 30s. sarfiy Impressed 
by looks, great phy siques , 
drains and a nka peraonaMy. 


PALE AND PRETTY 


London girl, with a dark choco- 
late soul, seeks tall. Mack, 
deep-thin king male, with a 
strawberry heart 40-50. tor a 
detahttul dessert. TM318 
SUSSEX WOMAN 
Gentle, bright petto, vegetari- 
an female. 40s. GSOH, fovea 
gardens, galleries, bookshops, 
outdoors, seeks genuine, sin- 


It’s amazing how many calls you 
get when you’re in the paper. 


gka, professional male, 4565. 
N/S. wttti quiet IntBvidualfty. tor 
friendship, love 5 laughtae 

in 371 

BRIGHTON BELLE 
Happy. Independent, stylish 
lady, m kMOs, wttft a busy He, 
seeks a man. wno Hies aid 
values himself, and Is up tor 
friendship and fun. TT1344 
CHARMING 5 NATURAL 
SBm, gentle, considerate and 
attractive lady, *WJ, with warmth 
and tatettgance, love of Ito and 
sense of adventure. Interests 
Include horses, seeks taU, 
established, country gentle- 
man, with similar dspoeitton. 

TTT362 

BRIGHT, FREE SPIRIT 
SUm. attractive. South 
Glamorgan gw, 50. wtlh Style 


IfFS BEST WHEN SHARED 
irwina ingle fcmok GSOH Bm good bod 
wdb h fiw oauniry, bn Abb ed end 
Sqiiri Am in. Swfcng raring. imjw men. 
w* G50H aid miAv IM fcr l«g*nn 
raitekrahip. *f0123 


hedici 

Tal wefi-trevefled end ertre- 
preneutaJ n wd c, seek s non- 

!£!»£& 

who Is open -mi nded and ta vee 
India. afWonadoitad 

Scrabble player preferred. 

TT1 037 

CARING MALE! 
caring male. 3S. enjoys restau- 
rants, drama, pubs, . t ra vel, 
keep-a. etc, seeks arnactivB 
female. rrtid-20s-mki 30tsh, tor 
some ton nights out. York area. 
TM961 

UNCONVENTIONAL GUY 

warm, open, good-looking, pro- 
fesstorral BUY. 
homeApodonjotLseetap^ 
tamale, 26Mi-3ash, tor tte- 
atres. walks, love end Be. 

TT1046 

YOU ARE— ■ 


FRIENDLY ANDRira 
Berkshire male. 50lsh. teat 


Danish tody, ivtnfl and working 
In South of France, seeks gen- 
tle. warm-hearted male. 40-55, 
to share something spedaL 

IT 1363 

ARE WE SOUL MATES7 _ 


Friendly, caring, honest female, 
21. 5TT, Ikes rearing, muse, 
ctnama, theatre, nights irVou, 
seeks romantic male, 20-39, 
wtth ambr quaWes, lor friend- 
ship. possibly relationship. 

gi366 

LASSIE SEEKS K9 
House-trained. Liverpudlian 
tamale. 26. seeks male ped- 
qree. 24-30. to cairi up with m 
front oMhe fire. PI 359 
OK, HERE GOES! 
Hedonistic, dynamic, sjwttual. 
artistic, adventurous, unortho- 
dox. intelligent, laughing 
female. 29. seeks man. 
Brighton area. TM3B0 
SEEKING NEW 
LIFE ACROSS SEAS 
Attractive female, early 30s. 
seeks tal. dark & handsome 
doctor or similar, 30-40, wtih 
GSOH. who maybe also wish- 
es to emigrate, tor 1-2-1 rela- 
nonshlp- Herts area. If 1379 
SOULMATE 

Professional, creative, socia- 
ble. attractive, slim, fit tamale, 
34, HIS. enjoys traveling, 
music, dance, tens, theatra/art. 
seeks genuine, single, profes- 
sional male, similar interests. 
30-40. tor romanceAeaOng to 
marriage. London area. 

TT1374 

DCWN-TO-EAHTH 
Female. 35, loves toad, cine- 
ma. arts and walks, seeks 
easygoing male. In toe middle 
of nowhere. ...or Lincolnshire 
No white socks please. 

TT1319 

PROFESSIONAL LADY 
Ouigang, genuine, hard work- 
rng, professional lemale, 36. 
SH m . brown/btoe. enjoys sports, 
music, seeks outgoing, caring, 
understanding male, 35-45, tor 


noi/ir. .. — — — — 

interesting and warm 

Petite temate. 41. no ties, wfih 
good friends and exciting job, 
lQ.no rinaoirsA music, cinema, 
long walks, seeks kind. inteH- 
oeni. sensUve man, 40-55. tor 
Mandship/ralationship. London 
area 121330 

BAILING ENTHUSIAST 
Attractive, tetefligent artist 43. 
enjoys travel, eating ou t wNk- 
tog, reading, music, architec- 
ture, seeks tall, stylish, amus- 
ing. Intellectual, emotionally 
articulate, lovely man. 35-55, 
tor stVnUattng companionship 

Tf 1398 

THE GOOD LIFE » THE 
HIGH LIFE 

Petite, feminlnB, intelligent 
tamale, N/S, no ttee. seeks suc- 
cessful. sensual, sophisticated, 
bon-vtveur. age/appearance 
unimportant charisma essen- 
tial, for romance leading to 


uate, tor exptartelon of matters 
corporal and cerebral, by see, 
on hflHop or by fireside. 

in 38i 

ROMANTIC optimist 
F emale, 50, ST and cflm, has 
a love of books, red wine, 
music and conversation, look- 
ing tor a man. tor friendship, 
laughter and more. Hufl/East 

Yotks. YM3B0 

CONHNENTAL/LATK? 
CUtured, creattve. thinking? 
Worldly, cosmopgtttan, wRty? 
SUm. attractive Londoner? 40- 
60 mala? Your tomato counter- 
part awarts your caL Let's talk, 
Inugh. dance and share a sloe 

of iial TT1384 

PROFESSIONAL WOMAhL. 
.JhreN. youthfut fiavtaving, 52. 
based to Bath, enjoys music, 
art drama, theatre, travel, 
swimming, cooking, seeks cul- 
tured, sensitive, affectionate 
mate, for friendship, posstbty 


ATTEOTION MX ItEADERS! ^ _ 

Welcome to our NEW Voice Personals* section-and whafs more, it’s a super FREE service for our readersl It's w«ty.3a- 

FHEE to place a personal ad which vnll be seen by readers all over the country; FREE advice on how townie your 

ad, and FREE* to retrieve your responses from other readers and record your voice greeting. prospect ot finding vow 

, mate eqdvalenL but as ism 

Our Voice Personals* section is the best way to meet sincere, ihterestii«airi fun peopletooughout^e ara, and ^ gigs — 

just like you! Ift easy too! Simply call the number below to place your FREE personal ad. Other readers will thm aEwwuSU 

be able to hear the voice behind the ad- You will be given a confidential box numberwhkh means only you wdl Easygoing.. saH-emptairgd. 

IT™ ^ responses left for you. (The section will appear in both Saturdays Independent and The *nat 

Independent on Sunday). “ 

WARM MAN 

Caring, sensitive, intelligent, 
professional, sfim, altraahre 
mala, oftere oompantonamp, 
support and kwe to attractive. 


MEETING PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER! 
SO, DON’T MISS OUT! 


Place your FREE ad today! Call: 

0800 216 318 


Th» wnuca IWVMW tWfryuMWJng UK IM1 MW TIM ma«P«nd<*4 

cam ate CM 


ARE YOU MAN S40UGH? 
Divorced, capricorn female, 
young 43. metfium-buld. con- 
sidered attractive, seeks kind, 
caring mate, 38-48. N/S, Iram 
Muttands area, tor companton- 
shm. Must Ike children and ani- 

maa. TT1350 

IS THIS SPECftC ENOUGH? 
Lhrely. sociable female, 41, 
Hess cycling, walking, travel- 
ing. seeks male. South East 


EXETER LADY- 
■..rom an tic A genuine. GSOH. 
enjoys tolk/eteastaal/popular 
music, theatre, cinema, aits, 
tfining out, seeks nonest, gen- 
uine man. 20s-40s. with loving 

heart P1400 

TRULY, MADLY, DEEPLY 
Outgoing, sincere, attractive, 
professional, sfim, wel -educat- 
ed female. 30s. GSOH, 5T, 
btande/Hue. Nffi. enjoys danc- 
ma yoga, waking, travetaig 
abroad, reacbig. theatre, cine- 
ma, laze, seeks sincere, 
respectable, honest, reliable, 
attractive, stable, warm, pnrfes- 
stonal mate. 35-45, lor friend- 


SIMPLY THE BEST 
Slim, blonde. Intelligent fit 
generaly happy & fettled, pret- 
ty tamale, early 40a. Okas food, 
wine, cinema, galleries, seeks 
handsome, professional, lov- 
able male. London area. 

tE13B6 

PETITE, EDUCATED LADY— 
—40s. N/S, enjoys dkting in/but 
watting, country pubs, music, 
seeks skn. educated gent who 
Hues near or visits SW Devon 
regularly, tor fen, friendship. 
maybe more- P1338 

NEW TO THE MARKET 
Frt, petite, sfim and attractive 
female. 44. wicked SOH, 
enjoys the good iWngs in fife, 
seeks fun-taring, active male, 
3&-50. tor socialising, fen times 
and romance. BerkshJre/S 

Oxford area. C136S 

SPICE UP MY LIFE 
if you're discerning, outgoing, 
.45-55. N/S. with a recipe for 
lasting warmth, rm attractive, 
vegetarian, involved to green 
projem/podbes, wtth no ties, 
except my cat Mr Beans keep 
clear. Cotahaster area- 121320 
ELEGANT. 

PROFESSIONAL LADY 

Young, chic, slim, attractive 
lady. 50, ST, N/S and chad- 
tree. Lavas animals, country- 
side. gardening, dining and 
being creative. Seeks an amus- 
ing. caring gentleman, to share 
Interests. Letas. PI 396 


BEHIND EVERY 
SUCCESSFUL MAN— 

_Js a qood woman. Enatgebe 
widow. 50, free to W that b*. 
interests Incfede agrioutture 
and education, seeks compan- 
ion, with integrity and wtt. South 

East area- •CM317 

BLONDE ft BUBBLY 
Outgoing, lively, romantic, 
attractive female. ST. 
Uonde/bhie. enjoys darning, 
eating out, the countrysWc. 

Dossfeln ralationshlo. 1T1315 
ROMANCE IN HULL? 
Professlocial lady, 55, N/S, 
loves tong-dtetanca traveL Mo 
music (Piano), the garden, 
reading, looking tar a kbid and 
considerate man, of any age 


TALL, DARK WOMAN 
Non-smoking lady, past salad 
days, appetite for fife, love, 
laughter undmtoished, seeks 
one with whom to stand up 
peerless. Preferably In 
Ybriahire. TT13g7 

CHINESE FEMALE 
Presentable, young 40s, 57, 
enjoys reading, music, televi- 
sion, conversation, likes ani- 
mals. seeks reliable, profes- 
sional, Bifttsh/Europesn mete, 
for friendshlp/reiationship. 
London area. V1314 


MEN 

SEEKING 

WOMEN 


HAMPSTEAD HEATH 
Aesthetic, lady soul mate, Kte, 
N/S. sought by MU, romantic. 
American psyonotoglst. living to 
Hampstead Heath, to share 
watts, music, and meentogfeL 
dialogue. Cancerlan and p»- 
cean lades have precedence. 

asdoscorpios. tT1332 

ROSS FOR YOU 
Solvent, tell & smart wktawer. 


WILTSHIRE MALE! 
Handsome, sfim. AL unattached 
aentier na n, 80+. 6*. countryside 
nver. seeks very active, cul- 
tured lady, for bughfer. fun, 
mutual support, perhaps love. 
Rural cottage. North Wflshlre. 
wflttin easy reach of London. 

■p 1044 

ASKING TOO MUCH? 

Mate. 35. (T, athletic build, Bkas 
spat, theatre, eating out, seeks 
older female, tor friendship and 

fen. tT1395 

SWCBIELY YOURS! 

Tal. stogie man. 39. S’, with 
varied interests, who is not 
embftterad tty dhroroe, topovw- 
fehed or congenfiaBy (flaadven- 
taged, seeks Meagent tamale, 
wife smBno eves. ?T1 322 _ 
PIG! 

(Male chauvinist) Requires real 
woman, must be stim and etyl- 
teh, attitude-moll PI 045 . 

CALL ME!!! 

AtttHdfve, laid-faeck. sfim. pro- 
fesrional. mala gradutea. 28, 
enjoys food, beet wine, Irish 
vtafins. seeks ba lanced, happy, 
slim tamale, fbr drinks, c apuco- 
nos, laughs, films. Brighton 

based. *1321 

MALE 

GRADUATE 

Young male graduate, 22, 
seeks sknlar tamale, tor fun 
times, possible romance. 
Pteampetlntouchl PI 047 
UBRAREB 
GAVE US POWER 
Artistic, tettlHgenl mote, 24, 
sometimes attractive, seeks 
sometimes attractive female. 
IB-30, with short nefis, but tal 
ktaaa. London, Surrey or Kant 

Oi 348 

ROMANTiCCWBSTlAN 
Sociable, caring, Chrtsuan 
mete. 25, Bkas sport, t heatre, 
cuttural ncitvfttes, seeks stewar 
tomato, early to mid-SOs, tor 
friendship and/or relationship. 

London area. P1391 

GOOD UFEI 

Outgoing, sociable mate, 
GSOH. 25. et^oys trayeLpr^. 
restaurants, comedy ouos. 


OUT OF KBERNATION 
Amenable, mate, dreamy 
deslaner. 26. ertiays cteema. 
vodka, convarettun, hopes to 
meet simBar tomato, 23-33, 
steifiar teterests, tor mendshfe, 
conversation and possibly 

more. 0*1311 

FOREVSk LOVE 


SOFT AND SS4STTIVE 
Shy mala, 32. aeaks stiong. 
RiMjoitiva female, tor Mend- 


suppoitive tomato, lor friend- 
ship and companionship. 
Omn/Southam area, in 340 
EXTRAORDINARY MAN 


LIFE'S BEST 
WHEN SHARED 
Romantic, easygoing, profes- 


sional, genuine mole. 39. FICP. 
N/S, GSOH, beard/gtasaas, 
enjoys sports, hockey, tral- 
mtatan. conversation, sactefis- 
Ing, seeks fuitaring. outgoing 
tomato. 25-40, tor frtm&hip. 


TaB, ettjMtifva, fentavteg, aca- 
demic mate, 308, dark hair, 
seeks cosmapoftan. stylish 
tamale, 30-40. tor tha naxf mB- 
tenntart Anywhere. TT1342 
MDEPENDSfi; 
BRIGHT MALE 
independent, bright mate, 33, 
ertiays outdoor puratA, music, 
i food, aaaks britpit, oittgo- 
posttw fsmate, around 30, 
with sense of fin. good looks. 
Notts / bafcs area- IT 1353 
POTTY TRAINED 
TaU & dark male, 33. with 
National Cycling Proficiency 
Certificate (1974) and 
Woodwork C.S.E (failed), 
seeks relaxed, tatoUgen! 
woman, for adventure. SE and 
S Gnatrf btt w YY1343 

CREATTVE PROFESSIONAL 

Male. 33. 5T11", artist (painter), 
onjoys books, traveL J haatre 
etc, seeks cuttursd. affection- 
ate. InuUgent femste. 2535, 
tor lasting relationship. Bath 

area. 1D326 

PROFESSIONAL 
SCOTTISH MALE 
ProfestaansL moHe male. 34, 
sfim buBd. GSOH, likes mate. 


Sfim guy, 27, 6*. Mm graduate, 
seeks slm tomato, for plenty of 
fun and shared interests. 
London area. DM 377 
BORN TO BE WILD 


Outgoing mate. 28. ST. N/S, 
GSOH, slm biritd. antoys cine- 
ma. visiting places of teteresL 
travafiteg, nature, seeks sto- 
cere. honest femalB, 25-30. 
GSOH, starter krtereste. tor a 


NORTHERN MALE 
Northern mate, 28. kaen SOH. 
enjoys al types of popular 
music, seeks I Use-minded 
female, tor friend ship , possfcte 

relationship- ttT1333 

ENGLISHMAN IN CARDIFF 
Caring, educated, tell, profes- 
slanafmala, 29, anjoya theatre, 
traveL festivals, seeks imeifi- 
gent considerate female, who 
enjoys fife, outdoor sctMttes, 


seeks stegla lady, 23-^rio 
ties, tor friendship, posatota 


tola 60s, Mng in south London, 
seeks tody, 45-66, tor compan- 


GUTTAKST 

Guitarist, 28. 67. Into cteems, 
swfmtntag. cooking, seeks 
woman. 21-30. SW London or 
Surrey area W1038 


RELUCTANT 

BLAffVTE SEEKS CHE RfiE 
Economist. 29. teea American 
Htereture. Bcoroase, Patar 
Mandteson jokes, (fislkas Patar 
Mandeson. January, Michael 
Hoiward, cteams seats, seeks 
Bre-ntinded temale. tM358 . 

TRISTAN SEEKS ISEULT 
Homentic. capricorn, sJhW™ 1 
note arts graduate, 30, N/S, 
■u» ctnsma. music, reaefing, 
rtght ekies end kro fires, seeks 
pretty woman, 2535 approxi- 
mately. tor true romance. 

London area. g13B7 

THE GREAT OUTDOOfS 
Outdoor-typo mate, 30. 67. 
enjoys sports. hW nfl, fikns and 
socialising, seeks statter. out- 
door-type female. 25-35, tor 
friendship and/or ratattonshlp. 

in 052 : 

WITTY FEMALE WANTS) 
Professional, sporty, ston. 
attractive mate. 31.6*, telriWue. 
seeks Btatoar. witty famje. 2- 
28. lor stick ona-Hners. 121346 
READY FOR ACTION 
Blackpool male. 40 (looks 30), 
seeks compatible confidante, 
ferlowe and romance. W383_ 


YOUNG-AT-HEART 
Educated and caring mate, 35, 
seeks temale.' any age. tor 
companyL friendship and soaal- 
Wng. Must errjoy comedy pop. 
cinema, theatre and the cut ft 
throat of modem Be. London 

area. 01341 

A CUT ABOVE 

Professional male, rrtd30s, not 

Into haalh tood but very mudr 
Into champagne, seeking 


young, tun -taring female, wfih a 
brain. SE and Coastal area. 

in 345 

WELL-EDUCATED 
PROFESSIONAL 
Handsome, wafi-educaud. pn>- 
tosatana! male, dark complex- 
ion, lively positive attitude, 
seeks attractive, confidant, 
IntoBgant. open-minded, hon- 
est sensitive, single female, 
22-32. any nationatty, N/S, tor 
relationship- West Midlands 

area. gi055 

CHAMPAGNE 
AND MOONLIGHT 
Positive, handsome, sfim, AL 
ran confident male, 38. seels 
attractive. Independent female, 
2S-40sh. tor sparkle and fizz. 

HT312 — 

LIVELY PROFESSIONAL 
Bright male, tote 30s, lives in 
North East er+*/s music, the- 
atre. food and Mng alone, 
geeks companion on tha way. 
tor serious-minded fen. 

111388 

RIDE MY BIKE 

Easygoing, takf-back. athletic 
maK?W. stim Wid. «kw 
cycling, watting, eating out. 
reaefing, travel, swkai wsyg* 
tog. honest female. »3B. w 
friendshlpfrom ancfl. ttHW 
WELL? ~ 
DID YOU ABSORB THAT? 
Thoughtfei, conskterate wktow- 

er.50. supply laachertbanda- 
lar, no ohlanen, has a pel 
honours degree hi Frandi. 

Dkes languages, sports, curram 
aflalre. thtega French, danonfl. 
nterahi re/reading. seeks 
female. TV 1387 


tigent female, lor Wendshto 


LOVABLE CHfUiAGifcH 
Honest caring, rom antic, 
Rumanian mate, 44, 5T , N/S, 
medium build, an toys ckfcs. 
movies, concerts, shows, trav- 
el, seeks open-hearted temste. 
25-32ML tar a shared serious 
ratattonshta/marriaae. London 


SHY HALE 

Shy, friendly male, 34. enjoys 
countryside, coasts, evenfego 
In, beeping fit, seeta staftr 
temale. Give me a catt 1TTM0 
ROMANCE 
IN CARDIFF 

Caring, honest divorced, 


i^r'SSks down-to-earth, 
romantic, gmtutoe female. P»- 
dWy nun, 20-40, tor friend- 
shto. affection, romance, possi- 
bly marriage. Ary nationality or 
area. P1389 


uw*" — rr — 

laugh together 
S tim. happy. 

male, 42. no arnotfonal tog- 
nan", on loys music, gym, wins, 
time! etc, seeks attractive, 
independent fe male, tor fen, 
laughter and friendship' Suffolk 
or Esses areas preferred. 

1T1357 

SALISBURY MALE 
American musWan/Aux. nurse, 
vegetarian. 43. S, fair hair. N/S. 
enjoys walking dogs, swim- 

donshto. 1TI036 

YOUNG AND FIT 
YOung. fit mate. 43, seeks 
female, over 21. for mend- 
eMp/romance and travelling. 
South Birmingham, Hereford. 
Worcester area, g 1354 
HULL HAN 

Male. 45. 67. medium buBd , 
Nkes horse racing, iootbafl, 
snooker, pubs, soaks tomato. 
30s, tor friepdshtareialianshkJ. 
North/West vorkshtre. 1T13M. 
A LEGEND 

Professional male, m Id-4 Os. 
67. fair and blue, calm and 
Impulsive, aaeks sfim temale. 
Darbyshlre and beyond. 

qi37E 

TBNOER HEART 
Sensitive, quiet, single mate. 
47, loves reedng. travel, films. 
Scottish Htpands (where he 
lives), hates pubs, smoking, 
crowds, seeks similar lemate, 
lor friendship/ relationship & to 


everything 

rjiA melt tT131o 

BOOK WORM 
Slm vokane. 40s edttort. 
staiHar femata, wrtB " 

rdre. Redruth- «1^ 

QUITE MCE HERMIT 

happy, young <tod. SS. SMI . 
Sm bund. Nffi, aaeks bright 
petite lady, 25-40. any race, tor 
laughter and friendship- SI 

Atians area . 1T1364 

WILL YOU 
TRAVEL with me? 
Happy, sensitive male, 62. 
ironies designer, loves bav 

efllng. sport. ^ayl^ o °^ 

asmposing music. 

gent, sensitive, consktenrt* 
temale. 4&66.tarpo88»tei^- 
tionshlp. mavfae mora. 1TI331 
WANTED: 

petite, PRETTY LADY 

im a protosatonal. ext rovert 
and fen-tavtng man. I enjoy 
continental holidays swim- 
ming. sunahtoa. derating, good 
food, laughter, sedetag p**, 

area 1^1197 

PLL BE THERE FOR YOU 
Tbterant. solvent. activa/moMe, 

Christian, retired wldovwr. 74, 
seeks similar, cultured lady, 
with view to marriag e, tflgl.6 
BERKSHIRE^ 
GREATEST KISSERI 
' Outgoing, tell. breJreJWh) 
male, eoeh, seeks attractive, 
petite lady, who Bkas tfieatre, 
inlks. music, langu^ red 
wine and wants poastole rate- 

llonahlp. ^123* 

COLCHESTER MALE 
PhD student male, 23, 57, 
dark hair, enjoys sports, going 
out. dubs ate. seeks slim, 
attractive female, 20-30. tor 
friendship, possible retatton- 

gTti p. 1H 030 

ATTRACTIVE GRADUATE 
Kind, easygoing. West taction 
male, 23, 8*. with GSOH. 
enjoys playing foatbel. ctabe. 
travelling ft animals, seeks 
female graduate, 19*. tor 
friendship and/or relationship. 

ON 243 

POETIC KNIGHT— 

...in tarnished armour. 25. 
cooks mean kormo. Hoes witty 
conversation & pizza, seeks 
pretty. Intelligent damsel in dls- 
trass, tor friendship, fen. con- 
versation and good times. 

1T1229 

COMPARED TO EH DOCTOR 
Sociable, caring, affectionate 
male. 25. enjoys flying. traveL 
sport seeks totedgsm. profes- 
sional female. 2432. shnlar 
attributes, far friendship, possi- 
ble relationship. g12Q4 


AFFECTIONATE ARES 
anon* towL 
tooktog, 

23, theatre- dWg 

torfriendshto^Mgl^. 
maybe more. Wdanda area. 
tMOlB 

Professional male. SJV** 
sports, outdoora. mrxtic. ppoa . 

ranveraatlon. gpodtood arto J 

fen. seeks fen^e dtemond. to D 

a naitdewMi . g»73 — W 

^ CHAMPAGNE \ 

A CANDLELIGHT ■ 

Bright oonfldenL roman^ : 
Newcaatfe mala. 30. enjoys . 
gocStetog, tateBgent convar- 

seeks mteftgwtt. 
turaOy-aware lemate, 2336. to , 
S^a^Bp lnHsures. 1T1032 

adSSotbew^ , 

Sincere, romtado, . 

Bveiy mala. 30. 5^0h»^n 

ortgn.' enjoys travefflng. sports. 
mSc. swanmlnB.' seeks mar- ; 

arasw«Rft.' 

rntettonship. 1M0» — : 

. AUKACilVEW ^ 

Genuine, consjdwm stacare .-- 
GSOH. er^oys musto, sports. - 
moWH. seoks.s weat tem ate^ 
20-35. with, statilar totareste. tor.-- 
ton, frlendshlp/rtjmanca. ■ 


LIVE FOREV ER ~ 

W , confident prtrtwstonal 

t&ssr. srssfs. 

UonsWp. 1TT179__ 

—GAME SEf A MATCH “ 
Pro f e s sion al mate. 31. 67. 
bfown/gneen, sirri bufct anjp!^ 

sport eaflrwraite^prcm- 

nlrwd fuTHOTring fflUlSfli 20- . 
3EGSOH. tor fun, hfeo^hlp 
and noaribiv more. 171228 _ . 

NORWICH MAN 

krteUgent protesstonaL cartag. 
genuine male. 31, a njoite 
music, reetfing good nyveraa- 
tion. country wafics, seeks simi- 
lar, romantfc female, who does- 
n't take Bfe too seriously. 
Norwich area. 1T1203 


MEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 


MALE SEEKS HALE 
Mate saaks male companion. 
Bath area. Serious, affection- 
ate. openwrttor/pBlnler, 50s, 
tataiitetlonal outlook. Asian cul- 
tural interests. Western arts 
Maas, seeks relationship, age 
ur tirn p orta n t preferably above 
50, Europe on/ABlen/Britisn. 

1T1046 

ADAM SEEKS ADAM 


Young, attractive, p rofessio n al 
guy, W. kfidlands area, seeks 
areilar. sporty, youngmoto. tor 
ton and friandanta. 1T1394 

ABOVE AVERAGE 
Prateastonal sbaMit-ecting ft 
nan-scene male, & dark fair, 
sfim. good bund. GSOH, seeks 
articulate, sincere irate. South 

uViMtf mro. - 1T1 323 

LONDON PROFESSIONAL 
Good-looking, masnifine pro- 
fesslonsd, m, gay viy. 29. 57, 
N/S. GSOH, eifioys fife, seeks 
sfmiar handsome, tatattgertt, 
honest guy, 28-34, kx that spe- 
dal retakinahlD- PI 370 
ASIAN GUY 

Good-tooktag. active. Asian . 
guy, 30, 5*11', Hkes dancing, 
pubs, dubs, ctaama, music, 
poetry, art seeks good-looiang 
male, IB-28, under 5 , 10 r . tor 
fun, friendship, 1-2-1 relafion- 
shto. 'Pi 051 . 

BIRMMGHAHHAN 
Professional sfim. attractive 
male. 38. 57. N/S. GSOH, J 
Sees keep-fit dtatag out dne*a 
ma. seeks stariar mate, 30-45, 'i 
for ton, friendship/rafetionship. 

IT 1320 


LANCASHIRE MALE 
Very gaod-k»k!ng. fit profes- 
sional mate, young 40s, N/S, 
seeks lady, shnnar age, for 
Mendshlp/raiationsMp. NW 

England. YT1375 

ON THE WMGS OF LOVE 
Bald eagle. 48. home to roost In 

North Weet London, seeks gen- 

tte dove, 30-45, to help feather 

Ms nest 121327 

ATHLETIC PROFESSIONAL 
Successful mete. 50 (only Just). 
67, N/S, Into fitness and the 
Bits, seeks positive, fivefy lady. 
40+, tor lasting relationship. 
Lancs/Cheshire and North 

West area. 1T137B 

A TRUE GENT 

Ceflo pteytag, ch«d-*ke chap, 
young middle-agecL seeks td- 
arart. IrteBgeni female. saU 
mate, krdw tomorrows. 
South Pennlnes area. *gi351 
HU 

Male, young 50. msdtom build, 
fair hair, N/S. enjoys all types d 
music, shows, cinema, eating 


Black, African mate, 25. 5Ti‘. 
medium build, enjoys cl u bs, 
doing out seeks white tamale, 
18-30, tor Mendship/relation- 

shta. 1T1210 

TALL, DARK. HAND50ME 
Male, 28, ff4", stim buttd. Wo 
culture, cuisine, beautiful 
places, wants to shore Bfe. 
love, with genuine, Caring 
female, of similar age. 
Southern England. TflOll . 

MOONLIGHT ft ROSES 
Enthusiastic, sympathetic, 
energetic, black African, 27, 
graduate. N/S, N/D, sods nka, 
young. En^lsh tamale, tor a 
bstmg relationship. U1196 
A KNIGHT IN 
8HMMG ARMOUR 
British-born, sensitive, consid- 
eraie. witty, Chinese male, 27. 
graduate, seeks damsel In cfls- 
trass, to rescue and five with 
happfly ever after. tf119Z 


JUST FRIENDS 


out and country walks, seeks 
lady, 30-65. simiar Interests. 


lady, 30-65. stellar Interests, 
friendship. possMy tong-tarm 


TWO'S COMPANY 
WBbh-epeaMng, workkig female, 
bbthdey looming soon. Qoteg to 
coleg* in September, seeks 
interesting matanamafe. to be with 
InSWWalaa. YM174 


BIRMINGHAM 

The Saturday Orda beckons. 
Female. 39. seeks the company 
of other malo/femnlB, to shore a 
mawe. gig. dance, drink end make 


ppiBBiww^. m ij m. — ' ■ ... T T— tfc-uU and avocation. Ada contninlna wwAr 9 r . mv * u ' u , aumbof rnilti you ora comfortobki doing so DISCLAIMER; The lndopondont assunn no tiabirrty tor the can 

owrad by Ihe pubterton o. reowding placed by tte odwtato o» ony reply to any wch odvertaemmi. ay uwrg [ . ■■ 


Independent Hearts 


Chat Lines 


Clairvoyancy 


Metro Hearts 


<r 

I a* Profiles 
k* ... 7 . 


S I R i U a “ h 

ALTOGETH ERMORE FUN / // / O /' fit (l 1 1 0 H PllL’k 


Sirius, for the intelligent, articulate 
(l ,ui well educated, providing personal 
interviews and. of course, complete 
discretion at ail times. 

Join now and claim... 


Jjoo af fi/tcute ozCU ! 

0800 LLVI SO V 


FREEPOST 305 London EC1B1SY 



fSa ret 

PERSONAL I 


(Laden 


GAY MEN 
Let us introduce you to 
'bright attractive men at 
our dinner parties and 
events. 

ESCAPE THE SCENE! 

Out Sc Out - 
The Gay Dining Club 
0181-723-9245 i 
As featured on Kilroy/ 
Gaytime TV, Talk 
Radio, Freedom FM. 
Time Out 


Bo vs Ahoy ! 


CHAT CHAT CHAT 


1 FREEFONE 
Jc 0800 376 7807 

I ~CFlUis&- 

a _ I ^ E 


WjSlItihWillii touch*** 



SUSAN JAMES- 

CLAIRVOYAIfT 
Simply the best 
psychic phone readings 
22 TallpinM, WDdwood. 
Stafford ST 17 4QF 
Teh 0044 1785 663671 


GOUFOENTlALrTY GUIRANTCH) 

■ As featured on ITV teletext- 



7 — tt * NiW A * 
f i ii 


.MPKOVED 

■^4 ms. live 121 action 


0660 656808 



Fmd Russian Rcoubcc ibroagb 
profess onaDy a^gsnisnl tons 
(p St Petersburg. Inclusive 
8-day programme featuring 
wdcotnc dinner, cocktail party, 
sightseeing and an opportunity 
to meet carefully selected 
prospective lady partners with a 
genuine desire for marTiage. For 
more details of On 25 and Not 
29 departures please apply ttr 
Partners Through Travel, Bra 
No. 12422. Fat 0171 5389077. 

E-tnai iMTiiinii nK 4 


KAUN Please girt in touch, Kim. 
Box no 12429. 


Announcements 


0181 262 6969 I 
; <*HOTEL 

0171 

364 8000 


Legal Notices 


.CSt. WS ___ 

f cdfcstl.i-j: • 01 71 364 6888 I 


tdi-C. ftlt a +uz Gaje . 

o o 


itoirvriliMCWMil/M 


Uli NOW N-.6FT TONICHI 

04”? 1 111 210 



ISSTiST CCHN5CTI0NS 24HRS 

I VS 45 WOMEN 


i s Uuuniw’ success rate... ^ ^ 


Countless ton « term relationships 

, vstnd** 01753 830350 . 0171499 9626 

,..s street - Viiulsof - Si f t I’U 


f- tli'ii House - >- s ' 7 lullin’ 


Commercial 


Phone David now ou. 

•101 962 KJH for oar new 
fall cotoar laTonnaocm pacs- 
io4ne Links a the UK** 

wSdtisi 


Professional 

an4eh their sodaljwes 


Private Advefto 


Lovwa uws 

l Kc^oscope 


mnm --- 

by meeting others 

through a dintrseran^ 

of social/ cultural 

(ages 23-43) 

2169 or Kaleidoscope 
(37+) on 0181 9978684 


Our members come 
from all walks of life j 
and from all over the 
country - we're sum to 
know someone who 
could be right for you. 

aea Detailfi Ife 
Wcibe.tjo 25 Sbojagdaa Rd 
W8 6SL car Call 

01869 324 100 

Est. 1966. ASIA member. 


GAY? Bl? OR 


- ON LINE- 

10891 7080571 


JUST CURIOUS? 


Explore i 


YOUR 

SECRET 

desires! 


live chat 

00592-568 588. 


CMi£CQSTMf> PER UN OFF FEAKf £1-04 PEAK 
CALLS THTWATEW GUYANA PW PO BOX 7387 EIB30MAUS 



, CASUAL 

CONTACTS 


0991 111 815 


CAU VOS’ McfF TONIGHT: 


GAY/Bl 0991 1 1 ) 2S4 


CCMta 1/577 firwtj* Con Cl/Bh 


•M-JfUp&L 


Blar 


MIKE. PLEASE PHONE AdgM a. 
24.25.2B.3D.3L Maajmiteirrt- 

Wy. 


'.ariir^. 

**iV, ' 
:.v-„ 

* 

■taw . 

N-i-a' 



tv 


PEGASUS SECURITY GROUP ! 

UFE ASSOCIATION OF SCOTLAND PENSION SGB^ME . ; 

NoUee under aeclioa 27 of the Trratee Act 1^25 ■ 

7* Fenner (nqripyec* «rf Pegasus Security Limited •ndJoiaay " 
wtaows. children and another dependant of ncfi foaner 
empfoyeet. namely: Menre JW Cook, EEDateai, DTFo*. • 

T Hagan. MA Kelly, O KnforijL AS Lawrence. PS Start, "j ■ J ' 
PL White, AL Young. L"_'\ J ‘ 

The pension sdrcine known m die RrganM f lfr A n wlej i ni l 

of Scotland Uruloo Scheme is in the process of being woood Op 
Thi* means tlui ibcTnutixs of ihe PCgasns Security Qtaaplfo- i 
AModaiion of Scotland Pensure Scheme need to find ** - 
beneficiaries of The Pegasui Security Group Life Association rf . 
Scotland Peru ion Scheme, » that the Trustees can srranseforlbB - 
assets ofThc Pegasai Security Group LifcAswetatkiood'Seoiland 
Beamon Scheme u be used u provide the pennons and benefits - 
due to diem. If you have dm already received a conunnmodton 
about this and yon have, <*■ consider that yon may havu right to t 
The Pegasus Secnriiy Group Life Aiso^atioc of ! 
^odanl Pcmioa Scheme, you should contact the OfflooUtoWg®'* • 
ixgasus Security Grewp Limited. Al Kingcway Busmen Rt*. 
Oldfield Road, Hampton. TW12 2H£) and to do so ta mint - ' 
giving details of the circumstances. < 

I? c I IWB<amtcadtormilli » e foe benefits of the • 

T he Peg asus Security Group Life Aeo^ar^ of ScortandJegioo 
Scheme after September 1.1997 having mndo prior amaMdUBiS '• 
to transfer the benefits according to (he wiriiee of the IndtektesL 
Unless the Trustees already have mice of your ririffl ft** ' 

hencuu from Tbe Pcpnw, Security Croup Lite Assocfedoo 
of ScoUand Pension Scheme after WomW i 1997 will fie ** 
with ai the Trustees rfbcnakm. 


h. • - l 'i f 


*+F*\Ue **- W * 

, f > r d tr ' 

?{2S: S 






r > 
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MAZDA 626 2.0 GSI 


SPECIFICATIONS V ' - 
Pried (on the road) : £T 6,91 Q- 
at 5,«XJrpm- Fivenspeed geai 
Performance: top speed 13pmp»i,' 



cyflhders. 16 valves, 136bhp 
i:3035mpg 



Is roomy, brakes are 


'oversensitive. 

Rat Marea 2-tt HLX, £16,101. < 
powers I i47Wrpfive<iiyl!rKfei:* 

ftnti quiet. 

SEJftjE rf’"** ^ 

fide comfort, looks good, ~ ' 
is well made and ... 
equipped, but lacks pace; 

New engines are 
Imminent. - - . 

Volkswagen Passat 1.8 : 

SE. £16,434. Virtually an ■ ■ 

Audi wftti a VW badge, 
with the best-wrought - . 
cabin in the class and with 
quality oozing from every 
crevice. Terrific value for 
money, though 
performance is spoHtbyr 
snatchy brakes. V 



azda gets veiy cross when you 
describe its products as bland. 
, . And it’s true that there are some 

-very un-bland Mazdas, the MX-5 sports 
:,;car and the shapely Xedos 6 saloon being 
I- ;the most obvious. But anything with a 626 
r iJadge, which means Mondeo-sized, has 
•r <far the last decade or so been as visually 
.:tinmemorable as a car could be. There are 
,*.^few cars that an expen can’t immediately 
f -Klcntify on the road, but a 626 is often one 
t 'Of them. And the new one doesn’t change 
i. - a thing. 

f * In some ways, it's worse. The five-door 
|* : hatchback version of the outgoing model 


did manage one interesting styling fea- 
ture. a rear aerofoil whose shape smoothly 
moved into becoming the rear window 
surround - it looked like part of the 
design instead of a status-enhancing 
addendum. But guess what? It’s gone, 
replaced by the most obvious, most un- 
original of tacked-on rear wings, to make 
an already fussy rear end even untidier. 

From the side, the new car mimics the 
tensicmless blobbiness of the old one, but 
the rising waistline, which gave its pre- 
decessor a semblance of visual motion, 
has vanished. But at least there’s a 
Mazda-identifying front grille, so we may 


know a 626 when it 
comes towards us. 

So what’s going 
on? The pattern was 
set by Nissan and is 
followed by Mazda: 
when a Japanese car 
company is in the 
financial mire, it 
turns in on itself and looks back. Result: 
new cars that look as dull as the old ones, 
created on the basis that if people bought 
the old dullards, they'll surely buy the new 
ones. too. 

Except that they may not buy them, 


ROAD TEST 
Mazda 626 


because trends have 
moved on in the 
meantime. Mazda is 
now controlled by 

Ford, which is mak- 

, ing some highly 

by John Simister “s 

the new Fiesta). It 
can't be long before some of this flair rubs 
off on Mazda, so let’s hope the 626 is the 
last flicker of timid conservatism. The 
irony is that the design for the new car 
started at Mazda’s European studio, a fact 
that the company makes much of. It was. 


however, finished in Japan. Make of that 
what you will. 

The interior shows no more flair, it 
could have come from any Japanese 
maker. But it does have ^intelligent" air- 
conditioning in all models. This is simply 
an automatic sel-and-forget system, ad- 
mirably effective and unusual in a mid- 
price family car, but hardly a new idea. 

Am I being hard on the Mazda 626? 
After all. it’s well made and well 
equipped. It’s reasonably priced (starting 
at £13,960 for the 1.8) and it probably 
does all that many people want from a car. 
This sounds like faint praise, so Til go 


farther: the £16,910 2.0 GSi I drove was 
lively, with a smooth and quiet engine, 
confident steering and excellent road- 
holding. In these areas it is indeed much 
better than the outgoing model. More's 
the pity, then, that the new car’s looks give 
so little hint of these improvements. 

To drive, the 626 is better than a Vaux- 
hall Vectra and as good as a Ford Mon- 
deo, apart from loud tyre roar on coarse 
surfaces. But that’s not reason enough to 
bey one. If you like your cars colourless 
and unobtrusive, you’Ii like the 626. But 
why buy a car for mere co-existence, when 
there are so many to admire and enjoy? 


Want to get your way through the jam of car sites on the Web? James Ruppert finds a route - and a host of automotive trivia 


*w 


' hen it comes to cars and the Internet, 
unless you know your way around you 
could end up just pootling along down 
some rural B-road and hitting a dead 
j-' end. However, with the right route map you can 
•’ : hit an M25-sized jam of information, especially as 
;; • manufacturers take the net more seriously and an 
T. . international band of auto-anoraks do their 
i utmost to provide you with unimportant, yet 
[ fascinating, car-related facts. 

; Looking for a new car? Why waste time trudg- 
: ing around forecourts, car lots and miring private 
t : sellers when there" are thousands of models 
T ’ waiting for you in an on-screen cyber showroom. 
>-This has become big business in the United 
T ; States where dedicated Internet-based traders 
r . ■ have each sold more than 20.000 cars a year. A 
!"■ ; peek at the US Autoweb site shows how developed 
\':the system is. it will even e-mail you once a car 
£ .you want is found, but Isn’t much use if you want 
|;-to buy a right-hand drive Fiord Escort On this side 
'■ ■ of the pond, Motortrak showed some potential. I 
•" -.typed in my requirements for a Jaguar Sovereign 
^ 8ted it came up with IS choices. I wanted more 
2.\feiails and was led to a dealer, Lancaster in 
# Seven oaks, where J could look at a picture of the 
‘‘ ^Jaguar and all the details 1 needed to know. Then 
r* 1 checked out some of the other Sovereigns, all 
? ;Of which seemed to live at Lancaster's. I soon 
'• realised that there are not enough advertisers to 
4 make this system work. 

- ; I tried looking for the most common Ford 

> ■ Escort 1.6 hatchback. No match was found. 

: : Asking for any Escort at all threw up 38 choices, 

■ . but once again it was just one dealer group with 
pi the cars A site with 150,000 car prices wasn't 
' lx much help either, failing to value a common-or- 
-garden Escort. . . 

' t v' More useful was a comprehensive listing of 
1; franchised dealers in every county and town 
t - conrtesv of Car DealerNet UK which helps buy- 
. £ I ere to track down new cars. Dealers run their own 

• ttar sales Web sites, but some, like the Ford out- 

• ! met Pterrvs in Milton Keynes, found that updating 


A cruise along the superhighway 


it was very time consuming and the response low. 
This is mainly because, for the majority of car buy- 
ers, the net isn’t the obvious place to start look- 
ing. Qearly the Internet has the potential to 
change the way we actually buy and sell cars, but 
not just yet. 

By contrast, the traditional print media, 
in the shape of the Exchange & titan and 
Autotrader titles, have transferred 
rather well to the screen. Type in the 
used car of your dreams, enteryour 
budget and your postcode, and, 
with Autotrader , dozens of choices 
flood the screen. Great. Saves you 
a trip to the newsagent. However, 
half the fun of thumbing 
through the real Autotrader 
magazine is stumbling across 
a car you wouldn’t normally 
have considered. This is why 
the links to other car-related 
Web sites are so diverting. 

I found myself looking at 
pictures of someone’s 
Volkswagen Beetle which 
was being restored - and, 
rather wonyingly, found it 
fascinating. Once you are off 
through the links there is no 
telling where you will end up. 

I stopped off at the Cop Car 
Registry to pore over the 
National Highway Patrol 
Reference Guide to discover 
that if I was ever in Alabama 
the state troopers drive 
around in battleship-grey 
Ford Crown Victorias. There 
were also useful tips to avoid 


getting caught in that stale’s speed traps. 

Interested in James Bond's cars? Then there is 
a site with pictures, plus everything you didn't need 
to know about the 




cars, including registration numbers. Motorsport? 
Then visit Ferrari’s grand Prix team, or McLaren. 
But then just as you are getting sensible, up pops 
The Murray Wtlker Quotes Page 
compiled fry Pete Fenelon and 
dedicated to the pearls of com- 
mentary wisdom from the voice 
of Formula One. Contributions 
from around the globe 
include “With half the race 
gone, there is half the rare stffl 
to go”. There is one picture of 
the great man and a reassur- 
ance that Murray has seen and 
enjoyed the site. 

Weird stuff is everywhere on 
the Web. Luckily there is sensi- 
ble and quite useful stuff too. 
Multi Media Mapping can 
provide a map of anywhere in the 
UK, with a street locator' and 
route finder options. Although 
a free service and a shop 
window for their skills, they will 
want your e-mail address for 
marketing purposes, a minor 
inconvenience for a very useful on- 
line resource. 

Manufacturers have caught on to 
the possibilities of the Internet and, 
compared to the cost of high profile 
advertising and glossy brochures, 
cyberspace is a cheap way to get their 
company message across. Vauxhall 
has an excellent site, complete with 
a Traffic Master Information service 
to spot jams, a used car finder as 
well as all the usual VauxhaU’s in 
action type shots. 


As you would expect. BMW has an accom- 
plished site and managed to locate the where- 
abouts of 15 M3 coupes that I'U never be able to 
afford. BMW, owners of Rover, have also created 
an enthusiastic official Mini site which not only 
tells you all you need to know about the lovable 
small car, but even lets you design, on screen, your 
own Mini 

Also plying their trade on the net are car 
magazines which ought to stick to the shelf. It is 
difficult to see the point in these, but they could 
snare new readers with up to date news. Carworld 
Connect Involves three , magazines - Car, 
Performance Car and Classic Cars - and has links 
to other sites and a forum which allows you to chat 
away with other petrol heads. However, you may 
find it more stimulating to look at unobtainable 
foreign publications like Motor Trend from 
America and an exclusively Internet woman 
motorist site which doesn't patronise. 

As a practical car buying tool, the Internet is 
not yet a sensible option. For automotive trivia 
lovers, though, there are hundreds of wonderful 
wasted hours at local-rate call charge waiting to 
happen. The automotive Internet is hardly a 
superhighway but the roadworks are definitely 
under way. In a few years time we could wonder 
why anyone ever bothered to visit a showroom, or 
buy a motoring magazine. In the meantime, have 
fun cruising 

Free maps and route finding: www.multimap.com. 
Official Mini info: www.minLco.uk. Ads plus good 
links: www.autotrader.co.uk. Manufacturer info and 
traffic updates: www.vauxhalLco.uk A superior 
manufacturer's site: www.bmw.co.uk Used car ads: 
www.exdiangeandmartco.uk Schumacher 's FI team 
wwwsheti-ferrarLcom. .An American car magazine: 
wwwjnotortrend.com. Insider info on the VS Highway 
PamrhnMTvspcedtrap.com/speedtmpJcopcars. Three 
car magazines: www.emckcom/car. Murray Walk - 
erisms: www. users jetnet. co.uk/petef/racing/wa Ik- 
erisms.htmL An American women’s Web magazine: 
www. womanmoiorist. com. 


A car’s looks now matter most to buyers. 
Even Toyota has been playing the style game 


Fragrant 
Narcissi 
for £5.95 


1 


r .T < 

} i 


How to order 

^sss^s^ 

lutacafo number ^ or send wrthcrossec 
WajefPO. NO CASH please, to: 
INDEPENDENT NARCISSI offer, 
’SO; BOX 64* SOUTH WEST DISTRICT 

/bFTOMANCHESTERMieSHY 

aWand readers only. KSPJJ 

ttofy satisfied return wtm 7 days wr a 

Riefond- 


New Paperwhitc Narcissi are a 
product of Israels blossoming 

honiculmral industry. The dark brown gloss bolbs should 

be planted in groups of 5 Bfom mid September. Plant at 
time intervals until late November to give a continual late 
Autumn Winter indoor display. Each stem will produce a 
multitude of fragrant white Gowns. 

You can choose to buy 15 bolhs for jusa£555 or 30 hcJhs , 
for £99 5. Both prices include postage and packing. 

Pteaso send me packfe)of 15 Bubs *£5*5 per pa* 

Please sand me _ Pa*s)0f:»Butt*id£SiKp*padc 

[endow ny ctequelPO {address ^ on baitt waWe 

pubUsHng N6598. or pleass debit my 

Accass/Vtoo/Usstereard account with the sum of E 

My cant number Is : 




please usa BLOCK CAPfTALS. 
NarnelMGMiitfWsaAta) - 

Address; — : " — 


.Postc o de. 


Stflfs**®- 


ones w imepaowr marcssioffhi 

PO BOX 64 . SOUTH WEST DSTBCT OFFICE. 
^PUBUsmoatn.0 



I f cats were bought for 
commonsense reasons, 
we'd ail be driving Toyota 
Corollas. But what we 
drive depends on our pre- 
judices and, just as important, 
our tastes. 

Style sells. Research sug- 
gests* that, aside from previous 
experience, it is a car’s looks 
which now matter most to car 
buyers. Leading the charge to 
make cars look more beautiful 
is Pin in farina, the Italian 
design house responsible for 
most Ferraris, various Peu- 
geots (including the 205) and 
tite odd failure (the unsightly 
Rolls-Royce Camargue comes 
to mind). 

I have, just driven Pinin- 
farina’s latest creation, .the 
Peugeot 406 coupe, and I think 
it is the most beautiful non- 
Ferrari I have driven in years. 
As with all great design, it does 
not achieve its beauty through 
gimmickry ot mere detailing. 
It is the overall proportions of 
its shape which enchant 
The nose - the “face" of lhe 
car - could hardly be simpler. 
Yet combine the slimmest of 
headlamps with a shark-like 
mouth, and you have a face 
that stands out in the traffic 
maelstrom. Just as important, - 
the cabin is handsome, too. 
Tbp many car makers try to 
cheer up other road users with 


their style, forgetting their own 
customers, stuck in character- 
less, plasticky cabins. 

Pininfarina has long made 
lovely, if pricy, cars. But many 
mass makers are now follow- 
ing Audi is one of the besL Its 
two-year-old A8, crafted from 
aluminium, is probably the 
world’s most handsome 
saloon. This is partly because 
of its stance, and partly from 
its muscular body: skin 
stretched tight over the 
mechanicals. As with the 406 


coup*?, there is 
nothing gimmicky 
about it; it's the 
shape that counts. 

The new A6, 
although more 
controversial, with 
its rounded edges 
and bunched-up tail is also 
visually superb. 

Renault’s design boss, 
Patrick Le Qu£ment has long 
pushed publicly for good and 
harmonious car design. And 
he has done much good work. 



Gavin Green 


never more than 
for the latest 
Renault Espace 
and, on a much 
smaller produc- 
tion scale, the 
wacky Renault 
Spider sports car. 

And what of 
Citroen, at one 
time the world’s 
most innovative 
car maker? Since 
being taken over by Peugeot, 
It has been neutered. It now 
makes dull, if dependable, re- 
bodied Peugeots. 

Ford is probably the most 
improved car maker in Eur- 
ope, and not just in terms of 


drive, dynamic appeal and 
technical initiative. Fords now 
look special. Some may be 
ugly (such as the Scorpio) 
while others are controversial 
(the Ka). But you now look at 
a new Ford with admiration 
rather than pity. 

What an extraordinaiy 
world - one of dull Citroens 
and exciting Fords'. Even Tby- 
ota has been forced to play the 
style game. Toyota saloons 
ua?d to look dull (though they 
still sold). Toyota was the M&S 
of motoring. But the new 
Corolla has a noticeable face, 
and street presence. It appeals 
to those high in sense, as well 
as sensibility. 


motoring 
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FORD ESCORT 
MK iv I300cc 

Silver Immaculate, 

Full Service History 
44,000 miles. Reluctant Saie 

£2,500 o.n.o. 

Day 09.00 - 18.00: 0171 293 2330 
Eve and Weekends: 01923 268607 


Mazda 
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SAAB Lsigast Selection In East 
Anglle. Buckingham Stanley 
Cambridge. 01223 

2 32258/840002 
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MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORUY PR6 ONE 


ABA 07 1.650 
AH 928 3.200 

AJM2B9 3.500 
B4DCO 5,000 
IBADCOMRWn 
817 BAR 7.800 
20B£A Z200 
8711 BH 1.500 
Bfl. 7162 700 

flOBYK woo 

(GO BIKE) 
«5BCAC 1AM 
CGW690 1600 
50CLM 2500 
285 CPC 1.600 
1701 DA WOO 
478 DEL U50 


529 DM0 2.000 102 JW 


DS08G5 1200 
5347 DW £000 
984 ECH 800 


EPY458 
ESB74 
FAZZ2 
FEC87I 
FI 32 

a 56 
GJH 


500 

1,600 

WOO 

LOOO 

1700 

*500 

POA 


GOW 257 L000 
HAF 397 750 

HAZ5S 
HD 9486 
.HOWS 
mss 
12177 JH 
JJ 8706 
262 JON 1200 
JRS400 3000 


U500 

1400 

UUO 

3,600 

2,400 

Z400 


864 KAB 
KDL353 
ILAZ7 


3.400 

LW0 

LOOO 

2500 


L500 

LOOO 

LOOO 

1500 

Z200 

fijxn 

800 

POA 


LAZ77 
LAZ 777 
UK 288 
LHP 227 
IS 7772 
12 WA 
MBNSA 
MH 270 
[MAILABLE OCTI 

MS 59 7,000 

MUN 802 L200 
MW 9428 2,000 
NCI 22500 
MB CUT 4.000 
OTF7T7 500 
D777PAT BOO 
5353 PP LSOO 
RAP40X 600 
RBRS38 M45 
RB 760 LOOO 
RDM 781 22» 


884 KH 3L000 
852 ROD 2500 
ROG83R 1.000 
HR 3798 2JJ00 
SJXI 4*200 
<MR£JjCROSS) 
6666 SM 6,000 
ST 9231 POA 
87ES 2500 
2S2TMA LOOO 
600UCK 700 
UFA 3J00 
GIUSA 2500 
[HARLEY D"S0N) 
VER 223 1250 
[VERNON/VERA) 
WJN 9D L4S0 
2S27WW 1200 
IXKK 6500 
(NEW JAG XK) 


PHONE 0I2S7 48230S PHONE MOST ARE PLUS V.A.T 
FAX 0I2S7 47474S FAX ALL ARE PLUS TRANSFER 
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Y ou’d think that, having 
spent a fortune on a 
country mansion, a buyer 
would invariably expect 
the house to reflect the 
gravitas of his financial standing. 
Not a bit of it: for ail the discreet 
new owners of Old Rectories, 
there are always 3 few who 
promptly change the name of the 
place to Toad Hail or Pooh Corner. 
And to drive the joke home, a 
matching house sign or weather 
vane may be commissioned. 

One bachelor owner of a 
country house asked Village Green 
Signs in Middlesex to make him a 
sign for the renamed Bedside 
Manor, bearing a hand-painted 
scene of a nurse in suspenders sit- 
ting on a four-poster bed. He is, 
admitted a spokeswoman for the 
company, an exception to the rule. 
Most people ask for foxgloves, 
squirrels or badgers. 

Not all personalised additions 
are naff. One keen gardener com- 
missioned a weather vane shaped 
like the famous gardener Gertrude 
Jekyll - though who would recog- 
nise the old girl up on the roof, it’s 
hard to say. 

“You do have to be careful 
with the design," warns a spokes- 
woman for the Southampton- 
based weather vane company 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Fancy a badger, a biplane or a 
bedstead on your roof? You are 
not alone, writes Rosalind Russell 


Good Directions. ‘‘What may start 
out as a swan can look like a spar- 
row once it’s up there." 

The cockerel is the most trad- 
itional design for a weather vane. 
When Pope Gregory sent St 
Augustine to convert us,' he 
decreed the cockerel to be the sym- 
bol of Christianity. But now 
hobbies, professions and pets 
feature on wails and roofs. 

Village Green made a specially 
ordered house, sign for the athlete 
Fatima Whitbread, showing her 
throwing a javelin. Good Directions 
made a weather vane for Nigel 
Mansell shaped like a racing car. 

“They make popular birthday 
and anniversary presents," say 
Good Directions, “especially as we 
can cover them in gold leaf for 
golden weddings. One lady asked 
if we could make an aeroplane 
weather vane for her husband’s 
birthday - he was a jumbo jet pilot. 
We didn't have a jumbo but we did 
make her a biplane, and he rang 
later to say how delighted he was. 


It’s now one of our most popular 
designs." 

A biplane will cost £272.60; 
delivery, gold leaf and mounting kit 
cost extra. Weather vanes can be 
given a verdigris finish to match 
existing guttering (Good Direc- 
tions also supplies “pre-aged" cop- 
per guttering and cast-iron repro 
rainwater systems). 

Golfers, bowlers, rugby players, 
riders and vintage car owners are 
all catered for. BSE did not deter 
customers from buying copper 
cows, and a whale (spenn or other- 
wise) is just as likely to be spotted 
on the roof of a country bouse as 
is a flying pig. 

Fatima Whitbread commis- 
sioned her bouse sign while visit- 
ing the Hampton Court Flower 
Show, where Village Green Signs 
was exhibiting. “She sent Us a copy 
of her autobiography and we 
worked from the photos in that," 
says a spokeswoman. 

The most common mistake 
made by customers is trying to 


cram too marry personal refer- 
ences on the plaque. Dogs, flowers, 
fruit and people all tend to get 
tangled in the confusion. “Keep it 
simple,” she advises. 

“Most people like flowers; 70 
per cent of our sales are for those. 
Americans love them, especially 
the foxgloves. One of the biggest 
sellers is the; grey squirrel; it drives 
the artists craay having to paint so 
man y. We also have to do a lot of 
robins and blue tits.” 

Unsurprisingly, in pet- mad 
Britain, cats and dogs come high 
on the must-have list “We do 50 
dogs in the range,” she says, “but 
people complain that although it’s 
the right breed, it doesn't look 
exactly like their dog. My biggest 
ni gh tmare would be to have a 
stand at Cruft’s.” 

Signs of the Times in Bedford- 
shire says that foxes, owls, king- 
fishers and cornfields . feature 
strongly among requests, although 
they also make one-off designs. 
One customer - plainly anAussie 
far from home - commissioned a 
house sign of a wombat wielding a 
cricket bat. Prices range from £23, 
depending on size and artwork. 

Village Green Signs, 0181-568 1831. 
Good Directions, 01489 577828 
' Signs of the Times, 01525 874185. 



Vane glorious: pigs are pipping cockerels as rooftop furniture 
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THE SECURITY OF YOUR OWN PIECE OF THE AMERICAN WEST 
AS LITTLE AS £48 PER MONTH 
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21st CENTURY 
LIVING IN 
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STEBBING 
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Homes. Ftus. Lund and Connnerda) Ptenrisea 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES ® 

10TH SEPT - HILTON NATIONAL. |p 
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Hants, Do net, Devon and Isle of Wight 
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38 Lots ® 
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Midlands, West Northants. Herts & Carafe 
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Among mountena abova Rio GiflCafleo wtfi views c< worm s lono r* and 
Bouki. about hour's drtro Irani Almuflecar and Granada. In tantre ol own 
atchatds on 3 terraces ol appradmate half Indore- Largo 9 * 44 m wing 
room wtti hooded anctowd wood stnva. Frauen windows, open plan hAy 
hirashed Wdwn. 3 bodnwns. Z bamamB. uWy, W * *2 m rfcronsiatts 
room with starawma. CaNnil haattrg and hoi wtw Iran Juntos and 
gotar pand nlli hstiantai hsater. 185 m 1 Wal low area. Laryo lorecoutt. 

souWachM terraoa, angito partdnfl. Pool fish pond, sateBte iWi Owr 180 

kiAMtefng was d ZB wilofias. vlnoipnL Now Intemaiional Sand. 

£125,000 

s N Glut* Apt. 6% Oitfwa (Granada) TaUFta 00M5B 788639 
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FAX: 0171 293 -2505 
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WANTED! 

SNOW 

KITCHENS! 

■ -1 

-J *1 

jn axTWrttr axpandkig •oromt »■ cetfrtry. aad "• • 
gttMmh roqu«« * Mud ***** * Hon+oUm*- 
sonr «a tenants - w be rtoroftow* 

AS you hr** K> do to obtain four kltchon b 1 a fraction 

of dtovoo cost' !s to stow Focal Point' to chow 

a maximum of 6 potential customers around your 
UttSiot wfttm 3 months. 

If you geouinofy want to modem ia o pur kitcim - _ 

DOXrTDELBY - PHO^ENOW! 

, 9158 272940 4 '/: '' 

ASK FOR M8RKETJN GM8H &&^ 

CHRIS PLUMMER 

~^0ca£ ^>o£nt 
, Kitchens Ltd 

FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE YOU CAN RELY ON 


Tb Let Country , 


E. ANGUA Wookond rotroef. 
2bodrm two on 400 acre private 
lEtend. Causawny ncceaa 
beectros wHim u B h o sJ a » B O pcn i 
TWfl1621 7B8451 fee 788 244 


Weathervanes 


CASTLE HOUSE autakts 
Ha h nwnniv vlnwn. Gt2 Oac/IHoL 
hae. 5 bed. 3rac, 2 acres, outbids. 
Struct, sound, v.ltveabta In. 
C1C0K. 01988 B72408 
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lennards properties INTERNATIONAL 
WT *44 (0)181 9060515 or MT *44(0)161 95869766194 


Waterside luxury in 
the heart of Oxford 







Ithptradou stows apartments/ town hmm 

In a superb riverside setting with 
dews over the cricket ground of 
Worcester College. 




elegant apartments and spacious 
town houses 


R*ance 


FRENCH PROPERTY 
-ss* EXHIBITION ^as- 

12TH - 14TH SEPTEMBER 1997 

HU imShM pi 70 ^ ™ 

THE EXHIBITION CENTRE, NOVOTH, 1 SHOKTLANDS. 
HAKMERSMITH, LONDON W6 




HASSLE FREE 3 had VWa. Many 
axtnu lot at onnno. FT 580,000. 
1 W/Fbk 00 33 653 84 2311 



To advertise, 
in this section, 
please call the 

Property Team 

on 

0171 293 
2302. 
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To Let 


ST. JAMES SQUARE , SW1 
ROSE & CROWN YARD 


J.G.S. 

WEATHERVANES 
Quality British 
Craftsmanship 



Sand teroro ter brochwa wm: 





Spacioro. bocL'Uinl Juhmc in 
conservation village hdwni 
DiH on] Bury Sl ELdmunds. 
RcbnJU 30 yean afp. Rainins 
many oripitnl features. Four 
bedroom, cmirul beating and 
open fire, t<w> baihroooa. 
Cited kitchen. Small, mature 
garden, brick double gangc. 

Whole property wefl 
maintained. £137,500 
Telephone 

01579 687260 for details 


NEW APARTMENTS TO LET IN THE HE^ 
OF THE WEST END 

♦ BUILT TO HIGH SPECIFICATION 

♦ 1,2 & 3 BEDROOM 

+ GARAGING, VIDEO ENTRY & ALARM 

♦ FROM £400 PER WEEK 

TEL: 0171-403 3030 
QMS FIAT MANAGEMENT LTD 
1 THE CIRCLE , QUEEN ELIZABETH ST t LONDON. 



RBYLEY 

PARK 


2 bedroom town houses from 

£127,950- 

4 bedroom town houses from 

£205,950 

Cnba; office OD0I tfaft' f (J.003/Z?-5.00pfli- 



Colour Property 
appears every Sonday. 
50% of IndepcndeiU 
oh Saturday readers 
are currently buying 
their own home. 

To advertise call 

Op. Ptoperty 
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Advertise your property through the Independent and Independent on Sunday w s highly 
successful Property Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Long Weekend or the Sunday Travel. Money, 
Property sections. Your property will appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 
] x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

Fill [a the coupon below and send payment, u colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to: 

The Property Team. Classified Advertising. 19th Root, Independent Newspaper, 

1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Loudon E14 SDL 

Dmtfar far receipt of eapjr/pboto h it ten* 6 oorkinc toys prior 10 pafaBcattoa. 

Offer apt* to priioM ri wtwn ariy. tw in h l ■d'erraJ^; podiogr orallaMe an recant. 


NAME ...TELEPHONE (daytimcl ^ 

ADDRESS : .... — 

I require iD l\3 3 □ (lick appropriate box! Advertisementls) at a total cost of £ ..-..I" 

Please endose a cheque for this amoant nude payable to ‘Newspaper Publishing Pic’ or fill is your Vfea/A^SAm^DbOT dub 4 

CREDIT CARD NO LLLLLL1J .1.1 LI ..LLLLLLl EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE 7_ 

For advice or more information please call ‘The Property Team r on 0171-293 234For 6iffi0 
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. °f you have your 

invested in an 
index-tracking fond? The 

y° u do not. Most 
gl^teTnvestore stOI have the 

savings in unit 

^^S en i trusts so- 

r active fond managers — 
■ttymgtodobenKrthanthe 
K . ^ market averages. 

j«K ? * 1 certainty that 

fefesoon going to change. The 
passivity 

ed funds has been a 

past five 

bandwa e°n still has 
S way to run » not just for 
” investors (for whom the 
JP* u i particularly weD 

Hmt for institutional 

its as well. 

. ► is'what Warren Buffett, 
Agreat American investor, has 
say on this subject: “Most 

“^fotional and 
. adjvkfoal, will find that the best 
- Ifayto own common stocks is 

. :;pnofugh an index fond that 
fchaiges minimal fees. 

•'••'••I- "Those following this path are 
vr W* to beat the net results (after 

and expenses) delivered by 

‘ "V 



investment 

_ Point is not just that it is 
thanfo^ < ? Bcu,t lo do better 

fo ve»? TP* * a year 

foS™ U \ but ftat «« thosN 

W dever enough 
w find a handfo) of fond 

SS £rS who «n outperform 
?! T™ on a consistent basis 
to fi Dd the benefits 
eroded by high fees and 
^ansactioa costs. 

This is the reason why, on 

average fo ur out of five aaively 
Jpf aged funds foil to provide 
their investors with a return that 
exceeds the return on the market 
as a whole. Mr Buffett reckons 
that in the United States, where 
competition among mutual funds 
is greater than m this country, the 
average cost penalty associated 
with having an actively managed 
fund is about 1 per cent a year. 

This logic is compelling, given 
that most private investors don’t 
have the time or the skill to pick 
either the best managers or the 
best stocks by themselves. (For 
those who do have the time and 
the skill it is a different matter.) 



Jonathan Davis 


Index-tracking foods are cheaper 
than actively managed foods by 
quite a margin, and costs are 
falling. The emergence of an 
active futures market in the main 
stock market indices means it has 
become possible to construct an 
index-tracking fond more cheaply 
and more simply than before. 

The argument for index- 
tracking funds has been given an 
important boost by the recent 
Office of Fair Ihading report into 
the provision of private pensions 
in this country. The OFT argues, 
sensibly in my view, that the best 
way most 


flmyvi 

L ordinary people can 
ithi 


money 


Index-tracking 
funds can 
provide ordinary 
people with a 
reasonable 
pension 

reasonable pension is to invest in 
an index-tracking fond. This 
should be predominantly invested 
in equities but the OFT suggests, 
it make sense for the percentage 
of equities in this kind of fond to 
be reduced over time, so that the 
risk of the pension’s final value 
being damaged by a sudden 
market fall as retirement 
approaches is reduced. 

This seems an eminently 
sensible proposal, to which it is 
hard to find valid counter- 
arguments. One of the main 
drawbacks is that aside from 
Virgin Direct few such pension 
products are currently available. 


As we know from the pensions 
mis-seOing scandal, the pensions 
that private sector providers have 
sold have, in many cases, been 
. inappropriate products sold at a 
ridiculously expensive price. 

It’s bard not to agree with Paul 
Klumpes. of the University of 
Lancaster, one of the contributors 
to the OFT report, that the 
commercial incentive for the rest 
of the industry to make it 
available is simply not there. 

Such a commodity product is 
not something that is ever going 
to make huge profits for the 
provider, although any firm which 
can grab a reasonable chunk of 
the market would still have a nice 
business on its hands. Nor is 
there much incentive for 
independent financial advisers to 
recommend index-tracking funds, 
when there are bigger 
commissions to be earned on 
actively managed funds. 

As a general rule, I am no fan 
of regulated solutions to problems 
of this kind, but it seems to me 
that there is a dear case, as Mr 
Klumpes suggests, for using the 
regulatory system to encourage 


the provision of a. •«— . - 

low-cost index-tracing , 

fond product. We all have a vested 
interest in the country having a 
well-funded and appropriate level 
of pension fond provision 
The cost of providing one througn 
the state is very high, and tberc is 
an argument for cl earing ^way any 
impediments to the introduction - 
of a sensible privately funded 
system. • ' '' 

One of those impediments, as 
Mr Klumpes says, is the : 

information barrier. Most people 
do not know where to go to loot 
for information about an 
appropriate private pension* and 
lack the skills to interpret foe • 
information even if they could 
find it Although there are private 
sector services which analyse and 
rate the performance of different 
fond managers and their 
products, this info rmation is not 
widely or cheaply available. 

At the same time, there is no 
uniform set of disclosure rules 
imposed on the fond _ 
management companies. This is 
one reason why they all seem 
able to produce figures which 


21 


show their performance in a 
Battering light ' . ... 

j -An. index-tracking fond with a 
i-elativety high equity content is 
fen appropriate investment for 
Eneone seeking to provide for 
Heir pension. The Law of 
jUfcintended Consequences being 
achat it is, it is quite likely that if 
Inch products are introduced m 
Sthis country, they will be 
introduced at exactly the moment 
Vben fo e stock market takes a 
’dive. If inflation persists, a higher 
■gilt component may be 
appropriate. But even that is a 
difficulty which should not 
obscure the fundamental truth. 

> There are many good reasons 
for choosing an active fond 
manager, and some reason to 
‘believe that you can achieve 
superior performance that way, 
•but for pensions there is no need 
to chase that extra margin when 
there is a cheaper and more 
reliable alternative available. 

Tike it from Mr Buffett (who 

does know how to achieve 
■superior investment returns), 
even if you won’t take it from me 
or the OFT 


Glittering image turns dull 


^Once they were a 
j status symbol. 

■; Now everyone 
S is issuing gold 
credit cards, 
i writes Nic Cicutti 


fou have just had dinner with the 
person of your dreams. Coffees 
were served an hour ago, the bill 
ftas just arrived and it is time to leave. 
You reach for your chequebook only 
: for your partner to place a restrain- 
hand on your arm. ’Allow me,” 
!e murmurs, slipping her gold credit 
1 deftly on the waiter^ tray. 

*' Sounds familiar? It should: the 
number of gold cards has rocketed in 
the past four years, up from fewer 
than 800,000 in 1993 to more than 25 
million last year. Gold cards are the 
fastest-growing sector of the market, 
with average annual growth of 45 per 
cent a year* By contrast, the growth 
cate of standard credit cards is rela- 
cenL 

an analyst at 
patamonitor, a research consultancy 
Which reported this week on the 
gold card phenomenon, explains: 
“Competitive pressure in the stan- 
-dard credit card market is more 
intense than ever. Many bank issuers 
gave lost share as their traditional 
doininairce has been challenged by a 
ajnety of new entrants.” 
yMr Elderltin points out that foe 
“ share of traditional issues fell from 
Utore than 90 per cent in 1990 to 
about 75 per cent last year. 

• Many isaieis are turning to the less 
•_ competitive gold card market, whose 
.. Solders spent an average of £2^69 
last year, compared to £1,334 for a 
Standard card. 

ir The result has been an explosion 
’ new cards, with 24 issuers com- 
d to just four a few years ago. 
-This week, American Express 
! the fray with a gold credit card 
fag 15.9 per cent APR. To 
its offer still further, Am ex 
j a rate of 12.6 per cent APR 
the first six months. 
f combining the introductory 
With the higher one applicable 
six months, Amex says users 
. save £220 in interest pay- 
i the first year compared to the 
; Gold Visa card. 


Everyone’s 
going 
for gold 
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INTEREST RATES Existing 

pm APR APR Debit 

% (pchses) (cash) Transfer 


1.24% 15.9% 23.8% \fcs 

1.0945% 13.90% 13.90% Yes 
1.252% 2090% 22.80% Yes 
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tivety small, just 7 per i 
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Savings of £72.80 are achievable 
even on Midland’s Gold Visa card 
which is, however, cheaper in year 
two and thereafter. In addition, the 
card issuer c laims its service to cus- 
tomers, including higher purchase 
protection cover and 24-hour emer- 
gency card replacement, can beat the 
opposition bands down. 

Debra Davis, vice president at 
American Express, says: “Our 
research shows that gold card users 
expect a 24-carat service and are not 
satisfied with paler imitations.” 

Despite the typical £20,000 mini- 
mum earnings limit — unchanged for 
years — most applicants for gold 
cards are above that limit. A spokes- 
woman for the' An card, marketed by 
Royal Bank of Scotland, says the 
majority of its clients earn in excess 
of £29,000 and their current monthly 


card spend is £400. National West- 
minster Bank users* average income 
is £30,000. 

Card users give a variety of reasons 

whodid^not wish hisfol name fobe 
used, says: “I have had an Amex gold 
charge card since 1979. 1 was initially 
attracted to the green card because 
it had no spending limit, which was 
handy for foreign travel. 

“The gold card was appealing 
because it offered a £10,000 overdraft 
at 1 per cent above base rate. Lloyds 
Bank have considerably eroded that 
since. And yes, there was an element 
of status about it, especialtywhen my 
improvident boss was refused oue. 

“The overdraft is handy if you’re 
trying to stag privatisation issues, but 
that era is over. I prefer to use a Visa 
which gives Oxfam a bit of money.” 


Sheila, another user, says: “I got my 
Co-op Visa gold card because of its 
principled position, and because it is 
free for life. As I pay my biD every 
month the interest rate is irrelevant” 
Until recently, the main attraction 
of gold credit cards was the lower 
interest payable than their standard 
counterparts. For example, Barclays* 
Gold Visa card charges 20.9 per cent 
APR oo purchases, compared to 
219 per cent APR with Bardaycard. 

Many other gold competitors are 
significantly cheaper, including 
Lloyds Bank and Nationwide, both 
charging 172 per cent APR on pur- 
chases. Sainsbuiy*s charges just 16.5 
percent 

• However, the difference between 
standard and gold cards has been 
eroded by the entry into the market 
of a new breed of low-cost competi- 


tors, including Peoples' Bank of Con- 
necticut, charging 14.4 per cent APR 
on purchases. 

As well as the Au card, named after 
the chemical symbol for gold. Royal 
Bank of Scotland customers have the 
option of two other gold cards, 
including the RBS Gold Visa, which 
charges 17.9 per cent APR. 

An RBS. spokeswoman says the 
differences between them are to do 
with the fact that Au is designed to 
appeal to people who do not already 
have an account with the bank. 

In practice it is hard to see why one 
should go for gold when less precious 
metals will do just as well. Unless you 
are a heavily into status. In which 
case, truly discerning customers may 
have to look beyond gold and to plat- 
inum, titanium or similar metal exot- 
ica for the extra kudos. 



Nic Cicutti 


W onderful things, 
surveys are. Every 
week this section 
receives scores of pieces of 
independent research from.* 
variety of financial 
institutions giving us the low- 
down on an absolutely 
unmissable piece of 
information. 

So for instance, this week I 
learn that 62 per cent of 
financial derision makers are 
“very likely” to see an 
independent financial 
adviser in the future. 

' The source of this 
astonishing news? Well, blow 
me,* it just happens to be a 
body which promotes 
independent financial advice. 

Elsewhere, I read that IFA 
Promotion, as the outfit 
which published this bQge is 
called, is about to cut its 
membership fees for the 
thousands of advisers who 
pay it to sing their praises. 
After this latest effort. Pm 
not surprised. 

More shoddy research 
comes' from Abbey National. 
Its survey claimed this week 
that 16 million non-interest 
paying current accounts may 
be losing their users more 
than £13Qm a year. 

The bank based this claim 
on the assumption that each 
of these 16 million accounts 
would have a monthly 
current account balance of 
£75Q, on which Abbey 
National customers might 
receive £897 a year after tax 
while the others get nothing. 

Abbey’s survey is flawed. 
First, the bank admits there 
are 61 million current 
accounts in the UK. Many .of 
them must be dormant, with 
little or nothing in them. The 
chances are the most likely 
account to be dormant is the 
one that pays no interest. 

As it happens, I know 
what I am talking about, for 
a change, because I have a 
dormant account - with 
Abbey National. 


Independent 
surveys show 
you shouldn’t 
always believe 
what you read 
in surveys 

THIS week, we publish a 
piece on what to do about 
investments that turn out to 
be “dogs”. You will have to 
make up your own mind 
about claims that M&G 
(page 24) is not up to the job. 

What is true, however, is 
that in the past few years, 
many food managers have 
tended to rely on investor 
inertia rather than their 
stock-picking skills to retain 
their clients. The notion that 
poor performance of one or 
more funds must be taken as 
part of an overall investment 
strategy - “it’s called 
spreading risk, don’t you 
lmow” - appears to have 
taken hold. 

Make it your mid-summer 
resolution to talk to a good 
adviser about all your 
investments. Be waxy of 
unnecessary recycling. But if 
a fund has been a dud 
performer for years and 
shows no sign of improving, 
switch to something else. 

EARLIER this year we 
carried out a free financial 
makeover on Paula Charlton, 
a graphic artist Her financial 
adviser, Roddy Kohn, 
diagnosed problems with 
several pensions she had 
been wrongly sold instead of 
befog advised to join her 
company pension scheme. 
The providers involved were 
informed about this. 

This week, Paula heard 
she wil] receive 
compensation worth more 
than £23,000, thanks to The 
Independent. We can’t 
promise such astonishing 
results every time. But if you 
want to be considered for a 
financial health check, write 
to: Nic Cicutti, Free 
Financial Makeover, The 
Independent One Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL. You must 
be prepared for your name 
and picture to appear in the 
paper. It could be you. 
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•calls to Scottish Widows may 


be recorded. Information or adrice will only he provided on Scottish Widows products. Issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 
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T itle deeds - those big sheets of 
parchment covered with metic- 
ulous calligraphy — are the most 
abundant historical documents and 
one of the most neglected collectables. 

People walk past them as they lie 
discarded in rummage boxes in book 
shops and markets, not knowing what 
they are. But ever since the Domes- 
day land survey of 1086, the English 
household's most cherished posses- 
sion, after the family Bible, has been 
the title deed, proof of ownership of 
buildings and land. 

Until 1926, that is, when the new 
Land Registry was set up and they 
became junk. Some solicitors turfed 
them out of their strongrooms and 
made bonfires of them. Some deeds 
ended up as lampshades. 

And some were collected. In the 
late Eighties I bought job lots of 
scores of them from the late George 
Jeffery's secondhand book barrows in 


Farringdon Road, East London. The 
price was £1 each for Victorian, 
Regency, even 18th and 17th century 
specimens. It was nostalgia that drove 
me. The signing of the earlier deeds 
would have been ceremonial occa- 
sions, the parties to the sale or lease 
meeting in the baronial court before 
the Lord of the Manor’s steward 
Apart from marriage, the covenant 
of which the deed was proof would 
have been the most solemn that a man 
or woman could undertake - assign- 
ing hums and fields, castles or cottages 
for years, a lifetime, or “for ever”. 
And are they now worth a fortune? 

‘ Not at all. You can still pick them up 
for a quid each if you are lucky, 
although the going rate for a Victo- 
rian parchment deed is now anything 
between a fiver and a tenner. 

I did tiy to sell some of mine, 
knocking on the doors of once-proud 
Victorian villas built in Pimlico in the 


There’s a lot more to title deeds than 
pretty pieces of parchment. 

John Windsor reads between the lines 


1860s, preferring the house’s original 
deeds, signed and sealed by the 
builder, the landowner and the very 
first leaseholder. Some had interest- 
ing conditions written into them - pro- 
hibiting brothel-keeping, for example. 

But, as often as not, the door would 
open a crack and I would be greeted 
by one of the multi-occupiers, 
unshaven, wearing a grubby vest, and 
eager to inform me that the rent had 
been paid and that I should sod off. 

I nevertheless urge you to snap up 
title deeds whenever you spot them. 
Their value can only go up. The elec- 
tronic age is turning handwritten doc- 
uments into curios, handwritten 


parchments especially so. The true 
stories they reveal provide hours of 
fun, as collectors say, and their illu- 
minated calligraphy is a joy in an 
increasingly cack-handed age. 

Recently, there have been chunter- 
ings among academics that private 
possession of these unique historical 
records should be regarded with the 
same opprobrium as collecting antiq- 
uities - always a sign that things are 
worth hanging on to. 

Moreover, I recently bumped into 
a dealer who specialises in tide deeds, 
so their value must have increased suf- 
ficiently to make them commercially 
worthwhile: Michael Kashden, of Edg- 


ware, will sell a Victorian or Regency 
title deed for a tenner or so: “They're 
cheap for what they are. Think of the 
work involved in producing them.” 

Indeed, those scribes on high stools 
who decorated the word “Indenture” 
with lattices of fancy scrollwork 
worked on sheepskin soaked, 
stretched on frames and scalded 
(scraped smooth) in a way unchanged 
since the Conqueror's time. 

When the untutored realise they 
have in their bands a centuries-old 
parchment manuscript, their minds 
tend to flip into Cor! -must -be-worth- 
a- fortune mode. “Some ask me 
whether they are reproductions,” Mr 
Kasbden says. “You couldn’t possibly 
make reproductions at die price these 
originals are being offered.” 

The old parchments tell a yam or 
two. Mr Kashden indicates a deed for 
the recovery of land, signed on vellum 
(calfskin) on behalf of Richard 


Cromwell in 1658, during his nine 
months as Lord Protector. A stroke of 
the pen, a dob of wax, and one John 
Davenport, gent, loses 17 messuages 
(dwelling bouses), 156 acres of land, 
100 acres of meadow, 200 acres of pas- 
ture and two acres of wood in Keyston 
and Bytbom, Huntingdonshire. The. 
document is priced £750. 

Then there is a deed of 1348 signed 
by Edward EH, giving land to a knight 
who had fought in the Hundred Years 
War. It has a three-and-a-half-inch 
green wax seal attached, showing the 
king's coronation in Westminster 
Abbey, and the words: “Witnessed by 
me in Calais in the 21st year of our reign 
in En gland and in Fiance the 8th.” 
Price? Mr Kashden won’t part with it 
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Michael Kashden, phone 0181-958 
1018. ‘Old Title Deeds, A Guide For 
Local and Family Historians’, by NW 
Alcock, PhiUimore 1986 (£23.95). 
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N ow. where was I? Ah yes! 
How do you gain effective 
and profitable exposure to 
overseas markets? Well, as they 
say in all the best-regulated 
investment circles, how long is a 
piece of string? 

Let us get one thing straight 
Investment overseas is simple. 
Direct investment overseas is not. 
There are plenty of people who 
will tell you that the securities 
industry these days is a global 
business. They are quite right. 

Professional money managers 
in Kansas, Edinburgh and 
Singapore may well take the view 
that you need to compare GEC 
with Siemens, Thompson CSF 
and General Electric, but they 
will be pouring vast resources 
into research among both 
companies and markets (UK. 
Germany, France and US in that 
order). 

This is where life becomes 
complicated, ft is not just 
investment managers who have 
become global. So have many UK 
businesses. It is not for nothing 
the FTSE 100 index is often 



Take the indirect 
route if you want 
to invest in 
overseas markets 


that for many investors seeking 
overseas exposure, amply buying 
Siebe (British-based, bnt with a 
massive American business) or 
Hays (now the largest logistics 
company in Europe) is not 
enough. But wheo you start to 
invest directly in overseas 
markets complications can arise. 

Settlement procedures may be 
different, while H is often 
necessary to hold stock through a 
recognised depository. Moreover, 
dividends arise in a currency 
which usually has to be converted 
into sterling if you are to benefit 
The cost of this can eat up the 
cash value of the dividend. 

A further problem is that many 
overseas markets do not operate 


investment club I know conceived 
the idea of buying a certain Swiss 
drug company where even the 
sub-shares, representing one 
tenth of a full share, would have 
involved committing more money 
than was usually put into a single 
investment 

No wonder the bulk of 
investment overseas by private 
investors is through the medium 
of collective investments - unit 
1 trusts and investment trusts. 

An investment trust is a limited 
company, the shares of which are 
quoted on the stock market The 


price can fluctuate according to 
supply and demand and the 
shares may stand at a premium or 
a discount to asset value. Unit . 
trusts, on the other hand, are 
open-ended, which means that 
units can be issued or cancelled 
according to circumstances. They 
are usually very liquid, enabling 
investors to buy or sell with ease. 
But they are a more expensive 
means of gaining stock market 
exposure, while few people 
realise that the price need not 
equate to the true asset value, as 
the formula within which these 


companies can price their units 
allows great flexibility. 

At present, investment trusts 
look good value. Discounts have 
risen, so it is possible to acquire 
more underlying assets for your 
pound than would be the case if 
you were to take the unit trust 
route. But it is not always easy to 
sell an investment trust share. 

Our own research is conducted 
from Edinburgh, home of the 
investment trust movement. 
Among favoured funds are 
Govett Oriental, for those who 
want a flavour of the East East, 


TR European Growth, for 
economic recoveiy on continent^, 
Europe, and Beta Global * 

Emerging Markets, a fund which 
should bring all the excitement •; 
associated with the fastest- i 

developing comers of the world. ‘ 
With discounts of 14 per cent, 1 j 
per cent and 9 per cent ! 

respectively, all look a cheap way 
into these markets. • ■ 


Brian Torn is chairman of the 
Gmg Middleton investment 
strategy committee and can be 
contacted on 0171-655 4000 


in a private investor-friendly 
fashion. “Board lots” - the 


referred to as proxy for 
international investment. 

Nevertheless, the performance 
of these UK-based multi- 
nationals does not necessarily 
reflect wbat is happening in the 
overseas markets in which they 
operate. There is also no doubt 


number of shares in which you . 
are permitted to deal - may 
necessitate the purchase of a 
larger holding than you would 
otherwise wish in your portfolio. 

Moreover, some foreign 
companies are priced so heavily 
that even a single share is a major 
financial commitment. An 
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Growth of £1/000 invested in 1977 


We charge just 5p to invest the minimum £25 a 
month in our Private Investor Plan savings 


GROSS PAID ANNUALLY' 


£100.000* ?MXi 

£50000 -£99.999' 7.1M 

£25.000 - £49,999 8.99* 

£10,000 • £24,999 675% 

£5.000 £9.999 6.59* 

£2.500 - £4.999 6.40% 

Introducing the Postal 60 Account from Woolwich Direct. The 
highest quality of service because it’s the Wbotwich. 

Straightforward and convenient because it’s direct to 
your door. . 

Operating your account by post means we can offer you 
higher rates on a minimum Investment of £2,500. What's 
more, you can make one no-penalty, Instant withdrawal a year. 
• For a higher Interest rate from the Woolwich, direct to your 
door, call us free now quoting ref: IP238. 

Get much more with 



Foreign & Colonial 

Unit Trust 

Building Society 


Investment Trust PLC 

Average 

Average 

1977 

£1 4 000 

£1,000 

£1,000 

1982 

£2,029 

£1,816 

£1,566 

1987 

£10,681 

£7,222 

£2.354 

7992 

£13,830 

£7,880 

0,667 

1997 

£29,990 

£15,537 

£4,596 


7 scheme.* (Or, for example, £2 for 

ilding Society a £1,000 lump sum.*) A small 

Average price to pay for Foreign & 

£1,000 Colonial performance. The Plan 

a,lows you to choose from our 
Wide range °* investm *nt trusts 
' and even change the amount 

you invest and the frequent 
without penalty. 

A first class idea from the inventors of the 
investment trust. Why not find out more? 

Phone 01734 828 802 or Fax 01734 344 622 

any time quoting the coupon code, or return 
the coupon. 
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Coming to a screen near you 
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Rachel Fixsen goes for a 
wander through cyberspace 


S windles, child pom and 
mass murder games are 
not the only offerings to 
grace the Internet. If you want 
to get dued up about bow best 
to manage your money, the 
expanding computer network 
is a good place to start 
Many people go blank at the 
very mention of the Internet 
especially those who haven’t 
even got to grips with com- 
puters yet But more and more 
people have become switched 
on to the possibilities available 
to them on the InteraeL 
Moneyworld , an Internet 
magazine, says the majority of 
its users are males between 25 
and 44. This web service has 
been running for two and a 
half years, and has between 
60,000 and 65,000 regular 
users. Lin Wong, a Money- 
world spokeswoman, says: 
“People can sit in their office 
or at home and get all the 
information they want, without 
having to go to the library. 

“A lot of people use the web 
for browsing and research and 
it’s only once they’ve found 
what they’re looking for that 
they actually pick up the phone 
and buy.** 

Having no computer or 
modem needn't stop you 
browsing the web. It is easy 
and cheap to use a computer 
at an Internet cafd, where staff 
are around to help you. Once 
you’re up and surfing, use one 
of the many search engines 
which are offered to see what 
is around. 

To get a quote for almost 
any type of insurance, try going 
directly to an insurance com- 
pany’s home page and then 
access the option you want 
For example, on Direct Line’s 
website you can fill in a user- 
friendly form- The firm says it 
aims to e-mail you an estimate 
within 12 working hours. 

For a list of UK insurers and 
their website addresses, try 
Business Money’s index of UK 
insurance companies. 

If you're looking for foreign 
exchange rates, financial ser- 
vices provider Bloomberg has 
a page of key currency rates 
which, though not real-time, 
are updated frequently. 

Moneyworld lists its adver- 
tisers and their home pages 
can easily be accessed from 


this menu. The fund manage- 
ment groups give up-to-date 
buying and selling prices for 
their unit trusts. 

For a broader overview of 
performance figures for unit 
trusts, investment trusts, other 
funds and savings account 
rates, try HSW Fowerseaich 
from Moneyworld. Alterna- 
tively, visit the website of fund 
performance analysis firm 
Micropal. 

Or try the Moneyweb sate of 
former independent financial 
adviser Ian Dickson. The lat- 
est stories are on pyramid 
scams, why you should make a 
will, and there is one on how 
to interpret investment fund 
performance statistics. 

For a more comprehensive 
guide to personal finance, look 
at the AAA Investment 
Guide’s site. This claims to be 
equivalent to around 200 
pages of print . 

If you need real-time stock 
market quotes, you usually 
have to pay for them. Try Elec- 
tronic Share Information’s ESI 
personal finance website. You 
have to register to use the ser- 
vices, and only some of them 
are then free. For financial 
news you can access Reuters 
news items through search 
engine Infoseek. 

Alliance & Leicester has an 
online calculator which you 
can use to wort out different 
levels of mortgage repayment, 
while Nationwide has an inter- 
est calculator to show you how 
big a return you might get 
from its accounts. 

Getting information from 
the Internet is one thing, but 
buying financial services in 
cyberspace is an altogether 
more hazardous activity. 

The advent o f a ne w speci- 
fication called SEX Secure 
Electronic Transaction, devel- 
oped by Mastercard and Visa, 
should be introduced next year 
to increase security for online 
payment card transactions. 

Before you think about buy- 
ing anything, take a look at the 
Securities and Investment 
Board’s website. The SIB is 
the UK’s main financial regu- 
lator. “If an investment oppor- 
tunity sounds too good to be 
true, it normally is too good to 
be true, safe an djor legal,” it 
says. Sound advice. 
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GOOD NEWS FOR INVESTORS 

13 . 1 % per annum* net of basic rate income 


This is the average annual compound growth rate we have achieved for 
our clients over the last nine years. 

Managed bonds have long been recognised as one of the best and most 
tax-efficient providers of capital growth. Exactly how much growth is 
achieved depends, to a large extent, on how the bonds are managed. Our 
philosophy is to obtain high growth for low to medium risk. A quarterly 
valuation is sent to all clients, and an income facility is also available. 

The Moneyhlll Growth Fund through Royal Sun Alliance is the top- 
performing broker-managed fund in the UK over the last nine years. 

Because this investment may go down in value as well as up, you may not get back the full 
amount invested. The past is not necessarily a guide to future performance. Growth rates are 
calculi on an offer to bid basis and assume no income has been taken. Levels and bases of, 
and reiiefe from, taxation are subject to change. The period illustrated is up to 12th May 1997. 

‘Source: Micropal. 

Write for further details or telephone 01 494 678900 

monethiil financial consultants 

Woodpecker House, Old Long Grove, Seer Green 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2QH 

Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 





NOW you can get 
to your savings 
in no time 
atalL 
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TlTPTir.T LINE RATES 


SAVINGS RATES 



MORTGAGES 


0181 667 1121 


SAVINGS 




Source: Dina Line Financial Senva. For further infonttmkm Ana either of the 
Dimt Line products lined above, phase phone the approp riate number 
above quoting rtf INDBB22 
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If you’re searching for higher interest, with penalty 
free access to your money, rake a close look at our 
Select 90 Account. 

You simply give us ninety days notice .and you pay 
no penalty for withdrawals. Or you can have 
immediate access with ninety days loss of interest 
on the amount withdrawn. 

All we ask is that you don’t make more than three 
withdrawals in each calendar year. 

You can choose to have your interesc paid annually 
or monthly (we'll keep you up to date wirh a 
statement every six months). 

And you’ve all the convenience of an account operated 
by first class post. Looks attractive? 

This is a limited issue, so do invesr now with £10,000 
or more. 

For derails, call us free from 9 to 5 weekdays or 10 to 
3 weekends. 0500 50 5000 


UP TO 



AMOUNT 

YOU 

WUE5T 


£100.000+ 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£10,000+ 


ANNUAL 
M » 

GROSS NET 


8.00 6.40 
7.75 FL20 
7.65 6.12 
7.55 6.04 


MONTHLY 

* * 

GROSS NET 


7.75 6.20 

7.50 6.00 

7.40 5.92 

7.30 5.84 


NORTHERN ROCK 


Northern Rock Building Sociery. Principal Office: Northern Rock House, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 4PL. 
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M&G goes < 
off the boil 




Adviser suggests pulling out of 
these funds, writes Nic Cicutti 


E veiyyear, the unit and 
investment trust 
industry vacuums up 
billions of pounds of savers’ 
money. But in many cases, 
fund managers deliver poor 
investment returns year after 
year. Experts are agreed on 
what should happen next. 
After a decent interval, in 
which you give your fund 
manager a chance to redress 
any problems, you dump 
voiir investment in that 
company. 

This, it is being argued, is 
what should be happening 
with many funds from M&G, 
one of the most highly 
respected fund managers in 
the industry. 

BESt Investment, a City- 
based firm of analysts, issued 
a report recommending that 
investors pull out of nine 
funds, which include M&G's 
flagship Recovery fund, its 
Dividend, Managed Income, 
High Income, Extra Yield, 
European & General, Equity 
Income and Midland & 
General funds, each of which 
have between £I.4bn and 
£300m invested in them. 

BESt Investment’s 
argument is that after years 
of good performance in the 
1980s and early 1990s, M&G 
has gone off the boil. One 
reason, the analysts argue, is 
that many of the fund 
managers who were so 
successful have left. 

More fundamentally, the 
report argues: “Across the 
board [M&G] has favoured 
traditional income stocks, 
mid-cap stocks and ‘value’ 
stocks. However, since the 
mid-90s. a fundamental shift 
in the economy has not 
favoured these areas.” 

The overwhelming 
majority of gains in UK stock 
markets in the past two years 
has been concentrated within 
the upper reaches of the 
FTSE HX) share index. 

BESt Investment says that 
although there have been • 
changes in senior personnel, 
there seems little sign of any 
changes in investment 
emphasis. Even if 
performance were to 
improve, the report adds, it 
might take up to three years 
to tum the ship round. 

Of course, cynics might 
argue, if all this switching 
took place BESt Investment 
would be on to a nice little 
earner. Yet the company's 
chairman, John Spiers, says: 
“For a couple of years, we 
have advised savers with a 
heavy concentration of 
money in M&G funds that 
this might be the best thing 
for them to do. Those who 
have listened to us have 
done extremely well out of it. 

“We rarely come out with 
a strong view like this. But in 
the past 12 months M&G’s 
results have been appalling. 
The fact is that they have 
become middle of the road 
in PEPs. It is not good 


enough to be with someone 
because they had a grand. , 
reputation.” 

Vivian Bazalgette, •• . ■* ; 

managing director at M&G •. . 
Investment Management, , 
agrees the long-term bias of 
his company has tended in . 

favour of smaller and so- a 

called mid-cap companies, f 
This is based on the belief 
that the right stock selection 
in that area should lead .to. . .. 
significant outperform ance . 
of more mature and larger 
firms in the FTSE 100. - 
“What we have seen in the 
past year or two has been 
unprecedented under- , 
performance,” he says. “But 
it looks as if this reached. its 
apex m July this yean" 

Smaller capitalised 
companies are trading at a 
20 per cent discount to the 
heavily inflated price/ 
earnings ratio of the main 
markeL 

“After the experience of 
the last 10 days, the markets 
are looking to invest in good 
value again and small caps 
are doing very well," Mr 
Bazalgette says. As a result. 
Midland & General has 
grown 4 per cent in value in 
the past week. Recovery, a 
giant with more than £1.4bn 
invested in it, has picked up 
2 per cent in the past month. 

He adds that at a time 
when M&G's long-term 
strategy is being validated by 
events, it would be lunacy to 
pull out now. 

Albeit with reservations, 
other leading financial , 

advisers also argue that now A 
is not the time fora * 

complete pull-out of M&G 
funds. 

Amanda Davidson, a 
partner at Holden Meehan, 
a London firm of IFAs, 
argues: “We are not 
recommending that people - 
invest in M&G other than 
. for their pensions or 
corporate bonds. We also 
know thauthe investment 
strategy has not been a good 
one recently, but we are 
suggesting that investors give 
them another year before 
making a final decision." 

Tim Cockerill, investment 
director at Whitechurch 
Securities, in Bristol, says: 
“What we are suggesting is 
that if you have a large jfr 

chunk of your portfolio 
invested in M&G. you 
should pull out of it. But if it 
were a question of £3,000 
out of £20.000 in the 
Recovery Fund, for instance, 
it makes sense to keep your 
money in there." 

A defiant Mr Spiers says: 

“If the argument is in favour 
of a mid-cap strategy, which 
I do not necessarily disagree 
with at present, there are 
plenty more successful funds 
operating in that sector, 
including Fidelity, Invesco, 
Credit Suisse and Gartmore. 

Our advice is still to consider 
pulling out." 
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High Income 
Managed Gr 
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17 
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loose 


offering a five-year fixed rate 
of 7.25 per cent. L2 per com 
cnangp Iower 11130 the standard 
& variable rate. Call HRiV) 




variable rate. Call 0800 
126125. 


Prudential is offering a 10 
per cent discount on home 
and contents insurance 
policies to carers w ho look 
after relatives at home. The 
company will also donate £10 
to Crossroads, a charitv for 
carers, for every policy' I a ken 
out. Contact Crossroads, 
Dilke House. Malet StrecL 
London WCIE 7JA. 


GE Financial Assurance is 
launching a flexible access 
bond, which offers a variable 
rate of return of about 5.6 
per cent net of basic-rate tax. 
Call 0181-380 3388. 


National Westminster is 
cutting the cost of going 
overdrawn. From 1 
September the hank will 
scrap its £5 monthly fee for 
account holders w ho go 
overdrawn by £50 or less. 


Wise Speke, the stockbroker 
and investment adviser, is 
making a one-off offer to cut 
set-up charges on its fund 
management service from 
1 3 to 0.5 per cent. Share 
dealing charges and annual 
management fees still apply. 
Call 0171-617 2900. 



:nn 




Coventry Building Society is 


The AA is launching 
Freeway, a direct finance 
package for buyers of new 
c harging 9.9 per cent 
APR. Call 0800 435882. 
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Dodi has 
been 
fortunate: 
his double 
has been 
• arrested 
and put out 
of harm's 
way, while 
mine is still 
very much 
on the 
loose 


S ?Dod£ daddy’s desire 
to do Di a favour has 
made Kelly crumble. Call 
me hard-hearted, but every 
tune 1 catch a glimpse of 
Onppy snivelling because 
she s been diddled of her dia- 
mond supply - it's dead as a 
dodo, in fact - 1 just have 
warm little fantasies about 
Dodi and Dumdum waltzing 
round dear David and the 
Duchess’s Parisian palace to 
musical classics like Captain 
Pigeon’s “Mouldy Old 
Dough” or Whitney Hous- 
ton s “N’ Di Will Always Love 
You" and playing the time- 
honoured French game of 
touche-didi The only thing 
that would make the whole 
thing more priceless would be 
if he ploughed some of the 
upcoming contents sale into 
buying some Arp sculptures 
and some daubs by Duchamp. 
Then Di and Dodi could do it 
among the Dadas. 

What I had never realised 
until this week was the fact that 
Fayed minor and I have so 
much in common. Obviously, 
the casual outsider might think 
we were siblings, what with the 
fleet of yachts, the twin 
department stores and the 
execrable taste in interior fur- 
nishings, but I have, in fact al- 
ways been rather overawed 
by the man’s searing intellec- 
tualism, that capacity to com- 
bine sportiness with an 
intensity of work ethic that I 
can only dream of, But the 
Sunday papers brought news 
that we are, in fact, linked by 
more than I believed. 
“'DODI:” screamed the head- 
line on the shelf in my comer 
shop, “DOUBLE DID IT”. 

It seems poor Dodi has been 
plagued by a doppelganger, 
■who, while the real man lives 
the modest Life of an aesthete, 
has been living the high life in 
his name, hanging out in 
restaurants, staying in hotels, 
scattering jewellery about, get- 
ting engaged at the drop of a 
hat, buzzing from totty to tot- 
ty in his little rubber dinghy. 
Dodi has been fortunate: his 
double has been arrested and 
put out of harm's way, while 
mine is stQl very much on the 


loose. Whoever she is - and I 
swear I'm going to catch up 
with her - she is heaping 
shame on ray head and that of 
my family. Why, only last 
week, she paid the phone bill, 
and in July she was seen 
putting her hand in her pock- 
et in a bar. And it really made 
my stomach chum when my 
best friend - my best friend, 
mind - accused me of being 
seen on the bus. 

This is giving me sleepless 
nights, I don't mind telling you. 
I haven’t invested all this 
energy in propping up the bar 
in Tramp, playing with toy 
cars, having my picture taken 
leaning over weathergirls and 
making the most of my season 
ticket to the Battersea helipad 
to have some killer bimbo 



come along and do her own 
washing. My father is beside 
himself. He’s been on the 
phone threatening to cut me 
off if I don’t get serious. “You 
don’t think,” he said, “I made 
all those sacrifices in your 
childhood to hear that you've 
been seen spending 
your evenings at National Film 
Theatre triple-bills, do you? 
You're a disgrace to the 
family-'’ I heard him chew his 
agar down the line and 1 knew 
I was in trouble. “But father,” 
I pleaded, “You know I was 
comforting a divorcee on a jet- 
ski at St TYopez last Thursday 
week. I can't have been being 
turned away from Harrods for 
carrying a backpack at the 
same time, can I?” 

“Dog, dog, daughter of dog,” 
he said in his rough-hewn 
but loving vernacular, “I will 
take no more of this. Get- 


photographed with George 
Hamilton by the end of the 
week, or It’s curtains for the 
eighth yacht” 

Of course, a double has its 
advantages. The presence of 
mine has got me out of a few 
hairy scrapes in the past like 
the time I was caught red- 
handed buying baked beans in 
Ibsco, or die awful, awful day 
that the press caught on to tbe 
fact that I had once had a li- 
aison with someone whose 
looks had not been surgically 
enhanced. I simply phoned 
Taki and told him the sorry 
tale. He gave me top billing. 
“My dear friend Serena ‘Ser- 
ri' Mackesy,” he wrote, “who 
is as beautifiil and cultured as 
she is wealthy, has been 
dogged of late by rumours 
from less knowledgeable so- 
called diarists. The ageless so- 
cialite, with whom I had a long 
chat at my dear friend 
Jonathan Aitken’s delightful 
cheese-and-wine buffet on 
Thursday, told me, between ex- 
changing kisses with the ever- 
charming Wafic Said and dear 
friend Elton John...” and bin- 
go, I was off tbe hook. 

Which is why I worry for 
poor Dodi. Now that his dou- 
ble is in jail, he’s going to have 
to come up with some other ex- 
cuses when inexplicable slurs 
surface. It’s tricky, because 
one has to have something that 
is believable, which is why 
I’ve decided to share some ex- 
cuses which have worked beau- 
tifully for me in the past “It 
wasn’t me. Small grey aliens 
had beamed me into tbeir 
spacecraft and planted a robot 
replacement while they per- 
formed fiendish experiments of 
a sexual nature on my paral- 
ysed body”. “Mossad did it.” 
“Don't be silly. If it had been 
me I’d have paid with a brown 
paper envelope.” “I was in the 
Paris Ritz at the time. You can 
check with the hotel records ” 
Failing that, he could always 
spring the double, spirit him 
away in a Gulf Stream jet and 
plant him on the Jonikal to 
pose for photos while he slips 
off to indulge his secret vice of 
sitting on a hard-backed chair 
while reading Proust. 
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Imperial short measures 


O ne thing you may have 
noticed about al! the 
programmes beamed at 
us to mark Indian indepen- 
dence is that they have con- 
centrated almost exclusively on 
India and Pakistan and what 
Empire and its aftermath have 
meant to them. There has been 
almost no mention of what it 
has meant to Britain - some 
programmes on tbe immigrant 
experience, but nothing that 
I’ve heard on the effects for the 
rest of the population. 

Perhaps the omission has 
been deliberate - this was tbe 
sub-continent’s parly, after all, 
and it’s not as if post-imperial 
navel-gazing is utterly unheard 
of at the BBC. But that is 
partly the problem: iu this 
country, the end of Empire is 
discussed almost entirely in 
terms of loss - declining self- 
esteem, declining economic 
power, declining political 
clout. Coupled with that, 
underneath all tbe good inten- 
tions in the BBC’s Midnight’s 
Legacy season, there is a cur- 
rent of liberal paternalism: an 
assumption that Empire is an 
evil We did to Them. 

There's little recognition of 
the effects of Empire on us. 



returned after a long bohday 
(Saga, at a guess). 

U power. When people say 
thatTwhat they, usually mean 
is that it bestows power; but 
you could also take it as a 
rough equation - the things 
we know about and the things 
that we have power over tend 
to coincide, and causation 
works in both directions. 

It’s been argued, for exam- 


done much to dilute the 
appalling clubbishness that 
used to afflict it. The accents 
have been diluted, too — still 
within the bounds of RP, but 
less assertively from the upper 
reaches of society: out goes 
Lord Quinton, in comes Fred 
Housego. As before, it both 
appals and delights me, though 
wither to quite the same pitch. 

Maybe it’s pure nostalgia 
that makes me think that; and 


Robert Hanks 

the week on radio 


When Kipling wrote “What 
should they know of England 
who only England know?”, he 
was thinking partly of the 
purely intellectual point that 
you can’t understand some- 
thing if you don’t know what 
you're comparing it with. But, 
more importantly, he believed 
that England’s character had 
been shaped by Empire. 

There’s little recognition, 
either, of how much we may 
have gained from shedding it 
As an instance of this, take the 
one legacy of Empire that we 
don’t seem to be able to get 
rid of: Round Britain Quiz 
(Radio 4, Mon), recently 


pie, that zoology ^ maybe that’s what makes me 

Se 19th its feeU too, that the standard of 

in the two question to pped - jot 
i ... rtntnm 


largest imperial powers, Britain 
and Russia, because knowing 

your way around the fauna of 
a territory was a way of con- 
firming your claim to it If you 
accept that, it’s easy to see bow. 


easier, but sloppier. Would 
the old RBQ have expected 
the theme-word “Lords” to 
have been prompted by Bobby 
Gentiy and Schubert’s 
“ErDtonig”? (Lords and gen- 


SraSSKi - tty are, after all. ntntnaUy 
map was coloured pink, it must exclusive categories.) 


have seemed natural for the 
patriotic Briton to take all 
knowledge as his/her province. 
Hence the cult of general 
knowledge, of which RBQ is 
one of the odder results. 

The programme has been 
toned down in significant ways. 
There is only one chairman 
now (Nick Clarke, slowly set- 
tling into the role) and no res- 
ident London team, which has 


But RoundBritam Quiz still 
it seems to me, works on a 
bizarrely distorted picture of 
the world: it is huge in com- 
pass, yet utterly parochial, 
reducing foreign cultures to a 
category of information along- 
side the nicknames of league 
football clubs. While it’s going, 
it’s a small proof that the sun 
hasn't quite set on the British 
Empire. Possibly. 


Lessons in Narcissism 


HpTiose party animals at the 

1 BBC seem to have 

I judged that after spend- 
ing the weekend with Elvis, 
we’d probably want some 
more pelvic-floor exercise to 
gel us through the week. 
Hence Classic Albums 
(BBC1, Mon) on The Band, a 
sound introduction to The 
Artist Formerly Known as 
Captain Beefheart (BBC2, 
Ties) and Oasis - Right Here, 
Right Now (BBC1, Wed). 
With so many of them about, 
you could easily get hooked 
on the rockprog (not to be 
confiised with progrock, an 
altogether more dangerous 
drug that turns users into 
social lepers). But the Oasis 
film was well placed at the 
end of tbe sequence to steer 
you away from the threat of 
addiction. 

It may well be that in 30 
years’ time someone will 
make a rather better film for 
Classic Albums about Be Here 
Now (how about Oasis- Right 
There, Right Then’!). But if so, 
one of tbe problems the 
future film will have to sur- 
mount - apart from the boles 
the Gallaghers will inevitably 
have burnt into their own 
memories - will be that the 
archive footage is going to 
have to come from this hope- 
lessly crocked hagiography. 

It’s not only rock stars who 
use the proximity of video 
cameras as an essential aid to 



Jasper Rees 

the week on television 


self-promotion. Thke Party 
Monster (C4, Mon), a film 
about New York’s self-styled 
“club kids”. These pallid 
impersonations of humanity 
were in the habit of making 
home videos of their every 
amoral activity. Picture the 
scene. “I’m doing cold 
turkey." “Way to 1 go? Let’s 
film it?” 

The programme about 
them fell gratefully on the 
fruits of their Narcissian 
addiction to illustrate the 
repulsive tale of Michael 
Avig, a party promoter who 
murdered a flatmate called 
Angel and dumped the corpse 
in the East River. 

You’d guess that cohab- 
itees called Michael and 
Angel would be almost sym- 
biotically dose, but that seems 
to have been tbe problem. 
Some months before his 
arrest, Avig told his home- 


movie camera that he killed 
AngeL who had modelled his 
own bigh-camp dress style on 
that of his murderer because 
he was “one of those copy- 
cats”. That dress sense, said to 
follow “some kind of per- 
verted sex down aesthetic”, 
imparled a fairly baggy mean- 
ing to the word “sense". Tbe 
murder, however, incepted a 
very precise new definition of 
“copycat killing”, the copycat 
uniquely being the victim 
rather than the culprit. Death 
seems quite a steep price to 
pay for tbe venial sin of pla- 
giarism, and sets alarming 
precedents for those who dab- 
ble in it. In future, the Gal- 
lagher brothers might like to 
tighten their security 
arrangements when mingling 
with certain members of 
Status Quo. 

Party Monster was one of 
those quite rare programmes 
that bangs you round to cap- 
ital punishment. Avig’s career 
began sedately enough in the 
late 1980s. He held disco par- 
ties in which revellers were 
encouraged to do only mildly 
illegal acts, like strip, and 
waggle their protrusions. 
Things raced out towards left 
field from there: there were 
dub nights where you had to 
come as a corpse; someone 
worked up a party piece per- 
forming squirty champagne 
enemas; and Avig enjoyed 
himself handing round his 


own urine in free cans, com- 
pliments of the bouse. Cheers. 

One of Avig’s coterie, 
known as James St James, 
should have been called 
Stephen St Stephen, because 
be was always chained up in a 
loincloth and getting stoned. 
He is now in Hollywood, writ- 
ing a book - The Gospel 
According to St James, per- 
haps. Like everyone else in the 
film, he sounded as if he had 
sinusitis, and there's only one 
way you can do that without 
actually getting sinusitis. 

Dick Emery: A Life on the 
Box (BBCI, Wed) was one of 
those attempts to lift the 
bonnet on a dead comedian 
and work out what made his 
engine purr. Most of the 
probing, as it is on these 
occasions, was done by 
white-haired old pros called 
Barry. Analysis was almost as 
scarce as in the Oasis film, 
although, reading the invisi- 
ble small print between the 
lines, you suspect that Emery 
was not liked. 

“Privately insecure, pub- 
licly aggressive,” said one 
Barry in code. Unscrambled, 
that says, “I hated him”. 

Depressingly, theyTi give 
the same treatment to Harry 
Enfield et al one distant 
August, because today’s pop- 
ular culture is the day after 
tomorrow’s lazv schedule- 
filling stroll round tbe 
archives dressed up as a PhD. 
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Age Rage 

At 117 years old, Marie-Louis 
Febronie was this week named as the 
oldest person in the world. But it 
seems old age isn’t for everyone. 
“Never trust anyone over 30,” they 
used to say back in the Sixties, and 
Lord Tfcbbit complained recently of 
a “cult of ageism” in Britain, (casting 
bis green eyes over Hague and Blair 
no doubt). He is supported by the 
Deputy Governor of the Bank of 
England’s warning that ageism “is a 


big-scale economic problem". 
Forever Young 

According to Taller, simply take a 
credit card, an irresponsible atti- 
tude, and a responsive bank balance, 
and a woman can bypass middle age. 
In our culture, Pieter Pan fantasies 
abound: this week alone saw the 
Rolling Stones making a concerted 
effort to fend off retirement with 
another tour, a 15-year-old’s preg- 
nancy by an 11-year-old, and a 10- 


year-old competing against adults in 
a chess competition. Even the Queen 
mucks about on the Internet for the 
cameras. When the Society Against 
Ageism replaces their chairman 
because he is too old, it is enough to 
make you wonder how long this 
can go on. 

Factsof Life 

This country does not recognise age 
as part of the Equal Opportunities 
legislation. Pferhaps that’s why Taller 


feels the need to suggest “there’s 
HRX IVF and moisturiser; there’s 
roller-blading, Mates and nip-and- 
tuck”. But to inject some realism, by 
2000 every third person in the job 
market will be over 40, and by 2034 
the number of people over the 
current state retirement ages will 
increase by more than half. The 
Government has responded to these 
statistics by introducing plans to 
equalise state retirement for men 
and women at 65, so that tbe 


workers- to- dependents ratio is not so 
disastrously unbalanced. 

Age Before... 

The Employers Forum on Age (EFA) 
now enjoys the support of more than 
70 high-street stores, who between 
them employ 1 Jmfliion people. Their 
attitude towards growing old is more 
positive: older workers tend to be 
loyaL This means lower absenteeism, 
and their presence can enhance a 
company’s reputation. Now there is 


a Bfll going through Parliament mak- 
ing it illegal for job advertisements to 
mention age restrictions. 

A spokesperson for Age Concern 
says: “Old age is seen as an illness by 
ouryouth -obsessed society, yet older 
people make an invaluable contri- 
bution to all aspects of society. Many 
will testily that their later years are 
the most fliifiiing of their life. One 
thing is certain: everybody gets old." 

Jennifer Rodger 
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General Summary and Outlook 

England and Whies will have a cloudy day 
with any brightness confined to the south-east 
and East Anglia. Outbreaks of rain are 

expected in northern and western areas this 
morning, but this afternoon any remaining 
rain will become confined to the hills. South- 
ern Scotland and Northern Ireland wfll also 
have some rain this morning, but it should be 
drier by afternoon. Meanwhile, northern 
Scotland may have the odd shower but there 

will be a good deal of dry weather, and the far 
north will see some sunny spells. 

Tbmorrow, southern and eastern Scotland 
wffl start cloudy with a little ram m places, but 
brighter weather already across north-wea 
Scotland and Northern Ireland wfll extend to 
most places during the day with some sunny 
spells expected as well. . . . 

England and Whies will start cloudy with light 
rain here and there, however, all but East 
Anglia and the south-east should brighten up 
with some sunshine developing. 
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AA Road watch 


London, Richmond Rnfc betueen 


for roadrorfa ntefl Oa 3L 
I fnrir« J A1flftWi n i »n wu i iii| |ftii1gii 
Oosed until January 1998. 

Surrey, M25 J8-IQ. Lane closures 
bofa ways until farther notice. 
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IrinWmW re, Ml J24 and Sawky 
Island. for the new Derby 
Southern Bypass. 

Greater Manchester. ASS Part Rd. 
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aodQi±clEiB\\&y.Dhosk»viaAt> 
and Baton Rood until Oa 24. 
MeceysidevA567BoodE5tanIey Rd 
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Tyne & Wear. Al9 Newcastle area. 
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Gty ctf Glasgow, M8J25. Clyde Tia> 
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chaiged x 50p per rrunuta at ail nmeo 
One VAD. 
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CAS si ope; A 


The constellation Cepheus fs high in the sky and wen placed for 
observation during the late evening in die next few weeks. 

This chart shows Its position relative to the overhead point at about 
11pm BST this week. 


In the. stars, as in legend, the Ethiopian king Cepheus is out- 
done by his ostentatious wife Cassiopeia. But though his con- 
stellation may be less conspicuous than the W shape of his 
Queen, it is nevertheless of celestial interest. The coming few 
weeks are the best time of year to identify him, as he looks down 
on us in the late evening from a vantage point almost overhead. 
Cepheus lends his name to the Cepbeid variable stars. Their 
prototype. Delta Cephei, regularly changes in brightness by 
three-quarters of a magnitude. Over five days and 9 hours, this 
riant yellow star breathes in and out. Delta Cephefs kin located 
in galaxies beyond our own signal important clues to the scale 
of the universe. Cepheus is also home for tbe supergi&m that 
Sir John Herschel dubbed “the garnet star”, so impressed was 
he with its deep red colour. More formally known as Mu Cephei, 
it too is variable. . ..... 

Jacqueline Mitton 
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THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND SATURDAY 23 AUGUST 1997 


TODAY’S TELEVISION 


Serena Mackesy recommends Osmond Family Values Sun 1 0.BOpnr BBO^^ 


A popular game in the Seventies was turning down the 
brilliance on the telly during Top of the Pops and watch- 
ing the shiny white teeth of the Osmonds dance like 
butterflies emerging from a cave. Osmond Family Values (Sun 
BBC1) is a veritable toothfest milk teeth, missing teeth, and, 
above all, pre-orthodonty Teeth that Sunk America. 

This is a remarkable film in that it takes a subject of unlim- 
ited tackiness - Elvis-style spangle suits, small boys in bow- 
ties sitting on Andy Will iams’s knee, Marie pushing her own- 
brand costume dolls on QVC — and treats it with seriousness. 
And the family respond avidly, spouting insights into their evo- 
lution: “We saw the Beatles and we thought, ‘we godda be who 
we are”*; their talents: “The Danny and Marie Show was really 
cutting edge”, and their barking mad religious views: their 1974 
album The Plan, apparently, predicted that the Mormons' 


mill ennial End Time would coincide with current trends, as 
well as useless but cherish able facts - Crazy Horses, for 
instance, was banned in Africa because it was thought to be 
drug-related. Watch it and practise those smiles. 

S omm er Dance (Sat BBC2) is a bit of a treat, as well: the 
Paris Opera Ballet performing Rudolf Nureyev’s choreogra- 
phy of Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet. This is a lush take on 
the double suicide which could wring snivels from the most 
dedicated post-modernist, in rich sets by Ezio Frigerio. 
Manuel Legris and Monique Loudieres are the unfortunate 
pair, Lionel Delanoe is Mercutio and Charles Jude is Tybalt. 

Still on the romantic tip, Sunday night’s Prom 97 (BBC2) 
promises to be a corker. Conductor Andrew Litton and sexy 
young violinist Joshua Bell lead the Dallas Symphony Orches- 
tra in a programme of Roy Harris's Symphony No 3, Samuel 


Barber’s Violin Concerto and Tchaikovsky’s Fifth Symphony. 
Slushy enough to end the weekend on a high note. 

Archaeology, though an exciting discipline, isn’t one that 
springs to mind as making great television. A lot of it, after 
all, involves aeons spent knee-deep in dust, brushing bits of 
broken crockery. The achievement of Time Tteam (Sat, Sun, 
Mon C4) in managing to win awards, therefore, is all the more 
impressive. This weekend brings a live version, m which Mick 
Aston, reader in archaeology at Bristol University, and Tony 
Robinson, presenter extraordinaire, join an excavation at a 
secret site somewhere in Britain. This might well turn out to 
be a weekend-long advertisement for the virtues of the editing 
suite, but frill marks for trying to sex up the subject. 

The BBC’s latest prime-time drama offering is The Beggar 
Bride (Sun BBG1), adapted from Gillian White’s novel and 




is a twist on mo fj'vn miw t *** ***“' — - — — : . *, > 

to get out of her nasty council estate by manymg an indus- 
trialist and landing a fat divorce settlement. Ail amusing ; 
enough, though there is a nagging irritation about / the 
premise that a girl who can transform herself mto tufEs tody . , 
can’t transform herself into someone with a job. ; 

Finally, Equinox: Secrets of the Psychics (Sun C4) casts an . . 
evil eye over the world of psychic phenomena and. the 
controversy that has raged for the past 150 years betwefe'- ; 
believers and Vugos as to whether they actually ra^L Ther - 
programme includes amusing set-ups of stances and 
but the most interesting fact that . emerges is thaV.wlMftri 
scientists allowed themselves to be duped, it feu tp;tne 
jurers to carry oh the campaign, to debunk the tnckstegs ^geg^ 


BBC1 


BBC 2 


7.00 Children’s BBC: Harry and the 
Hendersons. 725 News, Weather. 

7.30 Babar. 7.55 Albert the 5th 
Musketeer. 8.20 The Flintstones. 

8.45 Marvel Action Hour. 9.45 
Grange Hill. 10.10 Sweet Ualley 
High. 10.35 The O Zone. 10.42 
Weather 

10.45 Grandstand: 10.50 Cricket - Sixth 
Test England v Australia 
(34096033). 1.05 News 
(51025830). 1.10 Football Fbcus 
(10303507). 1.40 Cricket- Sixth 
Test England v Australia 
(471 6236). 2.40 Racing from 
Goodwood: 2.45 Crowson Rated 
Stakes (121 7878). 2.55 Cricket - 
Sixth Test England v Australia 
(3780149). 3.10 Racing from 
Goodwood; 3. 1 5 Lad broke Racing 
Sprint Handicap (462649 JJ. 3.25 
Cricket - Sixth Test England v 
Australia (4621946). 3.40 Racing 
from Goodwood. 3.50 Tripleprint 
Celebration Mile (6J 70385). 4.00 
Cricket - Sixth Test. England v 
Australia (7692526). 4.40 Final 
Score (1153878). 

5.20 News, Weather (T) (9456694). 

530 Local News, Weather (848439). 

5.35 Dad’s Army (R)(T) (828149). 

6.05 The Edinburgh Military Tattoo. Over 

1 ,000 performers take part in the 
48th Edinburgh Military Tattoo. 
Featuring steel drums from Trinidad 
and Tobago, swirling dancers from 
the Khyber Pass, Gurkhas from 
Nepal and the largest contingent of 
pipes and drums ever in Edinburgh 
Castle fSJ 196677431. 

7.10 Confessions (3)0) (305830). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live (S)fTJ 

(460120). 

8.10 Bugs. A traitor in the secret services 
rs>(77 (994435). 

9.00 EBS9 Hunt for Justice (Dick Lowry 
1995 US). ReaHife detective thriller 
with Nicholas Turturro as a New 
Jersey state trooper seeking revenge 
for the murder of a friend. This rather 
lame plot-theme is enlivened when 
he finds that the suspects are 
terrorists and teams up with an 
agent (Adam Arion) to pursue them. 
Not bad at all (SKT) (4304). 

10.30 News and Sport, Weather (T) 
(637168). 

10.50 Match of the Day. Highlights of top 
matches in the FA Carling 
Premiership (S)O) (4429385). 

12.00 Top of the Pops. (S)(7) (99926). 

12.30 Elia Running Coo! (Ferd and 
Beverly Sebastian 1993 US). Biker 
glory story featuring characters 
called Ironbuttand Bone, which 
sums up the class of the production 
fairly neatly (SKT) (309453). 

2.15 Weather (1291521). To 2.15am. 

REGIONS. Nl: 4.40 Final Score. 

5.00 - 5.20 Northern Ireland Results. 

5.30 - 5.35 Newsline. Scot 7.00-7.25 

Pages from Ceefax. 4.40 - 5.20 Afternoon 

Sportscene. 5.30 - 5.35 Reporting 

Scotland. 10.50 - 12.00 Sportscene - 

Match of the Day. Wales: 4.40 Final Score. 

4.55 - 5.20 Wales on Saturday. 5.30 - 

6.05 Wales on Saturday. 


6.20 Open University: Toulouse: Money and 
Power in Provincial France (4942471). 

6.45 Dating a Granite (9966781). 

7.10 Paris and the New Mathematics 
(7214472). 7.35 A University without 
Walls (41 1 31 68). 8.00 Open Saturday 
(229385). 10.30 Brainwaves 
(7310526). 

10.35 The Phil Silvas Show (R) (3396743). 

11.00 Hancock’s Half Hour (R)(T) (4781). 

1130 CountryFile (S) (5410). 

12.00 Birds with Tony Soper. Birds and where 
and how to look for then. An essential 
guide to male, teenage recreational 
pastimes (S) (406Q21 7). 

1230 Ml The Paraffine Case (Alfred 

Hitchcock 1947 US). Oneoftheless- 
freauentiy shown Hitchcock movies, 
ana not deservedly so. A lawyer 
(Gregory Peck) defends a wman (Allda 
Vaili) accused of felling her blind ■ 
husband in order to marry her lover; and 
ends up felling in love with her. This 
bog-standard did-she didn't-she plot is 
relieved by brilliant actii^ particularly 
from Valli and Charles Laughton, and 
the director's usual masterly command 
of timing (730033). 

2.10 nm The Purple Plain (Robert Parrish 
1954 UK). Gregory Peck, again, in a 
rare UK production, setting his jaw and 
going off to take on the Japanese in the 
war-tom Burmese jungle. Once there, 
he behaves increasingly strangely, 
causing big problems for his squadron. 
But when ms plane crashes in Japanese 
territory, he is forced to put his mental 
state on hold in order to survive. 
Second-level psychological war film 
with script by H E Bates (who also, of 
course, contributed the excellent “Fair 
Stood the Wind for France" to the war 
genre) and Eric Am bier (T) (362781). 

330 The Saint (R) (3905526). 

4 AO Cricket - Sixth Test England v 
Australia. Live coverage from the Oval 
(S) (34337168). 

630 News and Sport, Weather (7) 
(505472). 

6A5 Summer Dance. See Preview, above (S) 
(67420675). 

9.15 Whatever Happened to the Likely 
Lads? (R)(l) (860694). 

9.45 Our Friends in the North. It’s 1979, and 
the nation is in the grip of disco fever as 
all tour friends find themselves living in 
Newcastle for tiie first time In 15years. 
But change is on the way- Nicky cuts 
his hair, stands for Parliament and 
rededares his love for Mary; Tosher 
meets the woman of his dreams; while 
Geordie deals in drugs. Aral, of course, 
Thatcher looms (R)(S)(T) (4154694). 

11-00 lina The Great Northfieid Minnesota 
Raid (Philip Kaufman 1972 US). An 
attempt at portrayirg the Cole Younger- 
Jesse James gang in a rather more 
accurate historical light than usual, 
which, ultimately fails to come off 
because of lack of investment in the 
screenplay. Starring Cliff Robertson and 
Robert Duvall. Pat Garrett and Billy the 
Kid it ain’t (82033). 

1230 Cricket- Sixth Test Highlights of 
Engla nd v Australia (S) (7611892). 

1.10 BIB Rlngo and His Golden Pistol 
(Sergio Gorbucci 1966 it). Unattractive 
spaghetti western that at least wins the 
award for top title of the night Stars 
Mark Damon. Dubbed (1660453). 

To 2.40am. 


ITV/LWT 


6.00 GMTV 6.00 News. 6.10 Professor 
Bubble. 630 Barney and Friends. 6.50 
Our House. 7.10 Gummi Bears. 
Including Craig Young's film and video 
guide. 7.40 Disney's rake Up in the 
Wild Room. Cartoon fun with “Goof 
Troop" and “Quack Pack", presented by 
Dave Benson Phillips. 830 Big Bad 
Beetieborgs. And Time Out wlto Mr 
Motivator in Amsterdam (7345323). 

935 Mashed (S) (71923174). 

11.00 The Chart Shaw (S) (7795977). 

11.45 FI: Belgian Grand Prix - Qt;ynw fS) 
(960588). 

1.1 5 ITN News, Weather (T) (51 049410). 

1 30 London Weekend 'today (7? 

(80950217). 

1-25 The Golden four- International 
Athletics from Brussels. ThefvoVfen 
Damme memorial meeting in Brussels 
(J) (6563120). 

235 faud The Captain's Table (Jack Lee 
1960 UK). Cargo skipper gets luxury 
liner. Oorriedy (2485120). 

330 The Cosby Masteries (S)(7) 

(3289694). 


Channel 4 

630 Dennis (R) (7233878). 

7.10 Sonic the Hedgehog (R) (5638439). 

7 AO The Finder (R) (4245491). 

8JD0 Ttansworid Sport (21859). 

9.00 Morning Line CS) (98946). 

10.00 Channel 4 Athletics (S) (66762). 

11.00 Mission Impassible (T) (86526). 

12.00 Rawhide (36946). 

1.00 Time Team Live. See Preview, above (S) 
(66650762). 

1.15 SQQ Arabian Adventure (Kevin Connor 
1979 UK). Flying-carpet swash buckler 
with Christopher Lee, Milo O'Shea and 
Emm a Samms (T) (5935621 7). 

3.05 Si The Mark of Zono (Don 
McDougal! 1974 US). TV-movie version 
of the series. Frank Langella is the 
Hispara'c-Califomian toff who straps on 
a mask to avenge evil (48651 68). 

430 Travelog Treks. Toronto, Canada (R)(7) 
(2196491). 

435 Time Team Live (5) (2126507). 

5.05 Braofcsde (R)(S)( T) (2097781). 

635 House Gang (S)( T) (701 007). 



FI: Belgian Grand Prix 12.25pm PTV 

Can VBIeneuve revive his World Championship hopes at Spa-Francorchamps? 


4.45 FTN News, Sports Results, Weather (T) 

(5934217). 

5.05 London Weekend Tonight (T) 
(2386304). 

525 FI: Belgian Grand Prix -Special (S) 
(2306168). 

545 Love Me Do (5)(7) (424471). 

630 The Big, Big Talent Show (S)(7) 
(639149). 

7 25 You've Been Framed! (R)(S)(T) 
(303269). 

7.55 BOB Arachnophobia (Frank Marshall 
1990 US). Jolly comedy-thriller has Jeff 
Daniels fighting evil spiders. Many 
• - laughs and superb Psycho shower- 
scene spoof fSKT) (76993385). 

935 ITN News, Weather, Lottery Result (T) 
(768255). 

10.10 B8B Final Analysis (PhH Joanou 1992 
US). Psycho thriller casting Richard Gere 
in the unlikely role of a psychoanalyst He 
blinks a lot Kim Basinger and Uma 
Thurman scheme (SXT) (146901 74). 

1220 In Bed with Medinner (S) (1546328). 

1235 BID Without Her Consent (Sandor 
Stem 1990). Date rape TVM (304908). 

245 Carnal Knowledge (R) (4270328). 

340 Rockmania (R)(S) (6899095). 

435 rTV Sport Classics (J250842 5). 

445 The Chart Show ffWfSJ (1108279). 

530 ITN News (2081 1). To & 00am. 


7.00 Stones of the Raj. La Martiniere. a 
school built at the end of the 18th 
century and run along the lines of an 
English public school (S)(l) (9878). 

730 Time learn Live (S) (459024). 

7.45 The Decision. Update on last year's 
programme looking atthe choice fear® 
two pregnant mothers diagnosed with 
cervical cancer CO (955897). 

9.00 ER(/?)(S)(7) (6255). 

10.00 Drop the Dead Donkey (R)(S)(T) 
(21526). 

1030 RehoBieads: Secret Lives. Prefile of 
Lotus engineer Colin Chapman 
(5387526). 

11.50 Petrolheads: Jackie Stewart: Weekend 
of a Champion. Jackie Stewart's 
preparations for the 1971 Monaco 
Grand Prix (961859). 

135 Petrolheads: 9 Days in Summer 
(8655908). 

2.50 Petrolheads: Sieg Rekord Meisterschaft 
- a Record of Championship Victory 
(4291811). 

345 EDS! Petrolheads: Checkpoint (Ralph 
Thomas 1957 UK). Stanley Baker 
attempts to steal secret designs in boring 
Grand Prix fare (393960). 

5.40 Channel 4 Athletics (S) (2480927). To 
6.35am. 


Channel 5 


6.00 Dappfedovm Farm (6029052). 

630 The Great Garden Game (R)(S)(T) 

(9 540897). 

7.00 5 News Early (S) (6078255). 

730 Havakazoo: Winnie's House 

(6057762). , 

8.00 Alvin and the Chipmunks (2 480033). 

830 Land of the Lost (2489304). ■ 

9.00 Beverly Hills, 90210 (S)(T) 
(9972762). 

935 Beverty Hills, 90210 (S)(T) 
(6161236). 

1030 Mag Upfront (R)(S) (52650202). 

11.00 Tumstyle (5) (28941 656). 

1230 5 News (S)(T) (59222878). 

1.00 The Mag (S) (1 260746). 

2.00 USA High (SJ (69831878). 

220 The Mag (Continued) (5) (8030149). 

3.15 Sunset Beach Omnibus. Michael and 
Virginia spend their time hunting for an 
apartment, and Michael promises to 
always be there for hen In a similar 
mood, Casey toils Rae that he wants 
her in his life more than anything else 
(0 (80560781). 

6.00 5 News and Sport (S)(7) (7745269). 

6.05 Hercules: the Legendary Journeys. 

Hercules descends to the netherworld 
to rescue the daughter erf the goddess 
Demeter, where he is reunited with his 
deceased wife. Edutainment for flesh- 
watchers (9813217). 

6.55 Xena: Warrior Princess. More of the 
same, which C5 keep trying to tell us is 
cult viewing. Hercules and lolausjoin 
forces with Xena and Ga bridle to free 
Prometheus, who has been chained by 
the gods. Oh, those gods (SJ 
(6627526). 

730 5 News and Sport (S)W (9985526). 

8.10 JAG. A gas leak causes a space shuttle 
mission to be aborted shortly before 
take-off, and a man is killed as the craft 
is evacuated. Harm and Meg are called 
in to f ind out why (2997743). 

9.00 QIZI Thrill (Sam Pilisbury 1996 US). 
Stephanie Kramer stars as an 
amusement-park owner threatened by 
the presence of a saboteur. Extremely 
ho-hu m TV movie (30375641). 

10.50 BIB Poltergeist III (Gary Sherman 
1988 US). Carol Anne's pa rente have 
the bright idea of moving her to a tower 
block. A shack in Alaska would have 
been more like it (57421897). 

12.40 B^l Elmer Gantry (FSchanj Brooks 
1960 US). You have to ask what C5 is 
thinking of, screening this brilffant- 
movie in the graveyard slot while gnring 
the two preceding duds prime time. 

Con man Burt Lancaster convinces tent 
preadier Jean Simmons that he has 
found God and sets about pulling in the 
punters. Both actors gve performances 
of a lifetime, even if the whole cynical 
mess leaves you profoundly depressed 
(43442521). 

330 BIB Victoria ttie Great (Herbert Wilcox 
1937 UK). Ambitious biopfcaf the 
humourless empress, with Anna Neagle 
playing the old girl from age 18 to death. 
Garish (the final sequence flips from 
black-and-white to technicolor with 
spectacular effect), ptonkingly patriotic 
and peat fan (6 7864811). 

530 Whittle (RXS)(T) (6093637). To 
6.00am. 


ITWRegions | 

ANGLIA J- 

ta London ofiapfc 120pni Antfa Nans andWtellK.-, 
er (8 0950217). 225 TTV Sport Mmi Ctasfcsr,- 
170880588). 2 M Ainrott (498021 7). 3-35 
Warner Cartoons (49825S6): 330 seaQwst DS9 
(3289694). 5.05 Anglia News, Sport and Wrath- - . 
er f2 3950521 530 Warner Cartoons S4SQ42 Oft... 
12J>0 FHmr Double Crossed (976989). 220Ftock~ 
mania (62339891 3.20 Hie Gokfen 
temational Athtaflcs from Brussels (56Q281JU. 415.^ 
Jones and Jury (25597231). 435 - 5 . 3fl a m Goffr. > 
edy Central (3717637). 

COTNAL •7~- 

As London accept: 1.20pm Central Nays amt 
Weather (3095 0217). 2.25 FUm: CanySn Jack 
(B3 754721 335 Baywafch (39923231 5-05 Cen- 
tral New and Weather (944621 7). 5.10 (WSpott 
Classics (2303033). 435 Jotofindw (1117927). '' 
530 - 530am Asian Eye (6878453).- 

RTVWAtH 

As London except: :1.20pm HIV JAews 
(80950217). 2.25 GV Sport Mini pfaSBics 
(42015897). 230 The Making of Speed £ Cruise 
Control (3160120). 2.55 sea Quest - D&V 
(4978472). 5.05 Sports News Wales (23863041. 
1230 Fine Double Grassed (976989). 220 Rock- 
mania (6233959). 3-20 The Gofderi four-in- 
ternational Athletics tram Brussels (860282U. 4J5 
Jones and Jury (25597231). 43S - 530am Cbm-, 
edy Central (3717637). _ 

HIV WEST - >- / ; 

As HTV Wales except: 5.05pm HTV West News, 
Sports Results and Weather (23221 68):- 535 - 
535pm Cartoon Tim* (231 1052). . 

herhuan ;. : -rV 

As London except X20pm Meridian Nows aid 
Weather (80950217). 235 Wbrtd of Safflng 
(2898387®. 235 Highway to Heaven (4978472), 
330 soaQuest DSV (3289694 1. 5.05 Merfdfan 
Nous and Weather (2386304). 1230 Fim Dou- 
ble Crossed (976989). 2.20 Rockmania 
(6233989J. 320 The Golden Four- Internation- 
al Athletics from Brussels (8602811). 4.15 Jones 
and Jury (25597231). 435 - 530am Comedy 
Central (371 7637). 

.nsiaxjHRT 

As London eraapt 120pm Westcountry News 
(80950217). 225 Fflm.- Girts at See (8375472). 
335 Thunder to Paradise (3991323). 5.05 VWs t- 
enuntjy News (2322168). 5.15 Meridian News and 
Weather (231)052). 1220 Rhit Double Crossed 
(976989). 220 Rockmania [6233989). 320 The 
Golden Four- International Athletics frorrTBnsseis 
(860281 Ik 405 Jones and Jury (255972311 435 
- 530am Comedy Central (3717637). 

nSKSMSE 

As London accept: 120pm Calendar News and . 
Weather (8095021 7)'. 225 FBm: Carry On Spy- 
ing* (2485120). 5.05 Calendar Wavs amt Weath- 
er (944621 7). 5.10 Scorefine (2303033). 1220 
FDm: The Survivor (8845691 135 The Blockbuster 
Entertainment Awards (5836831 330 Planet Mirth 
(41540). 4.00 Hefter Shelter (3211908). 4.45 - 
530am Murder, She Wrote (1108279): 

OWREL 3 NORTH EAST . 

As Yorkshire accept: 1.20pm North East News 
(B09502J 7). 5.05 North East News (944621 7). 
5.10 ■ 525pm Full TTnw (2303033). - 


As C4 except 10.00am The Avengers (66762). 
1130 Channel 4 Athletics (86526L 12.00 Mis- 
sion Impossible (36946). 1.00 Equinox (45694. 

2.00 Fftn: Arabian Adventure (648584). 345 An 
The Mark of Zone (285Z1681. 5.05 Newyddlon 
(9444859;. 530 Y Owb Ry^ii (276705261800 
Newyddon a Chwaraeon (68649U. &15 Amoadd 
Pendyrus (284410). 9.15 Rasus (483033J. 

10.00 Hhn: Miles from Nowhere 13526J 5). 1140 
Petrolheads: Secret Lives (6731 01). l.OttParoi- 
heads: Jackie Stewart: Weekend of a Champion 
(66432SJ. 245 Petrolheads: 9 Days In Summer 
(2167960). 4.00 Petrolheads: Sieg Rekord Meis- 
terschaft (76704341 4.55 - 630am Htae Check- 
point (561481931 



l 


T 
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Choice 


Satellite/cable 


6.00am Dave Pearce 930 Mark 
Goodfer 1230 Usa I Anson 330 
Trevor Nelson 630 Danny Ram- 
pling - Lovegroove Dance Party 

9.00 Radio 1 Rap Show 12.00 
Radio 1 Reggae DancehaJI Nlte 

2.00 Essential Mix: Norman Jay 
4.0 0-6. 00am Dave ClarkB 

Radio 2 

(88-903ftWI 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wright's Sat- 
urday Show 1.00 A Swtft Laugh 
130 The Jasper Carrott Trial 2.00 
Judi Spiers 4.00 Man Freeman 
530 Dreams - The Fleetwood 
Mac Story 630 Fleetwood Mac in 
Concert 730 A Tribute to Kander 
and Ebb 930 David Jacobs 10-00 
Snape Proms 11.00 Bob Hams 

1.00 Sue McGarry 4.00-7. OOam 
Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

oomwfcFc 

635am Weather-, News Headlines. 

7.00 The BBC Orchestras. (R) 

9.00 Proms News. 

930 Humphrey Burton's Conduct- 
ed Tour. 

12.00 Sound Chmce. 

1.00 News; The Christies of GJyn- 
de bourne. Sir George Christie 
and James Naughtie look at the 
Severities and early Eighties at 
Glyndeboume which were domi- 
nated by the duumvirate of 
Bemaid Hatttnk and Peter Han. 
With excerpts from Mozart's 
Don Giovanni, Die Entfuhrung 
jus dem Sera/7 and Cos/ fan 
Mte and Monteverdi's 8 ritoma 
dVIisse in patria, and with con- 
trt buttons from Bernard Haitink 
and Sir PSar Hall. 

3.00 Youth Orchestras of the 
Wbrtd. The sixth In an eight-part 
series showcasing youth orehes- 
|jas visits French-speaking Eu- 
rope. John Shea in troduc es the 
national youth orchestras of 
Franca and Switzerland. 

Janacek, arr Tallch: Suite: The 
Cunning Little Vixen. Beethoven: 
Symphony No 4 In B flat 
Schoeck, arr Delfa.- Suite: 
PBnthesilea. LutosJawsW: Con- 
certo for Orchestra. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

5j 45 Prams Feature: Hamss irora. 
Roy Harris'S ttwd symphony is 
an established and 
ale of American music, yet or ms 

rranyofoerwofte^a? 
quite unknowa 
asks whether Harris te 

one-work composer of the «c*jm 
of cruel neglect 



Chad Varah, "founder of the - 
Samaritans, Is Ste first, of six 
people to talk foSheena 
McDonald (left) atiout.an 
earfy- atpenence that shaped 
ttieir fives in A Pebble In the 
Pond (6.50pm R4). His 
equivatent of spmefliing nasty 
In the woodshed was, oddly 
enough, teaming the facts of 
fife at the age of 12: 


630 From St John’s. (R) 

730 BBC Proms 97. Ilya Itlfl 
(piano), BBC Philharmonic/ 
Vasili Slnaisky. Sibelius: En 
Saga. Grfag: Plano Concerto In 
A minor. 

gjg Causley at SO. 

845 Cdncfft. part 2. 

Old Russian Circus Music Ifirat 
UK performance]. Tchaitavskys 
Caprrcdo HaBen. 

9j 45 Books Abroad. 

10.15 Jazz at the Bath FestivaL 
Chris Parker Introduces record- 
ings from last year's BathFesfi- 
vaL German pianist Joacfam 
Kuhn gave a rare solo recital In 
the Guildhall, and saxophonist 
Julian Aiguelles was commis- 
sioned by Radio 3 to write a 
suite for the festival. (Ft) 

I. 00-7. 00am Through the Night 

Radio 4 

OZ4-94.9*fe fit 198kHz LW) 

6.00 News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today 

630 Prayer for the Day 

635 weather. 

7.00 Tbday 

838 Weathac 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway 

10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

II . 00 News: State of the Arts. 

1130 Ftom Our Own Correspon- 
dent 

12.00 Inside Money. 

19.9S News Quiz. 

1* 55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1 to Hype or Hypothesis. Jez Nel- 
son chairs tour lively discussions 
on science and society 'The 
March of Ethics Is Curding 
Progress* is the first topic up for 

debate- 

JJ55 Shlpprf® Forecast 

2.00 News; Book of the Year. Peg- 
gy Reynolds and guests Paul 
Foot and Harriet Gilbert look 
beck to 1938, the year which 
saw the publication of Graham 


Greene's Brighton Rock and 
George Orwell's Homage to 
Catatonia. 

230 Saturday Playhouse: School 
for Hope. By Michael McLaverty. 
dramatised by Damian Gorman. 
Schoolteacher Nora Byrne is 
haunted by her past In the rural 
Northern Ireland of the Fifties. 
With Lara Hughes. Gerard 
Murphy and Trudy Kelly. 

4.00 News? That's History 

430 Science Now. 

5.00 Labelled for Lite. Jenny Cuffe 
hears how three very different 
men are rebuilding their lives af- 
ter having been sentenced to rife 
i m pr isonmen t for crimes they 
dd not commit, 

540 Tidal Talk from the Rock 
Pool. IR) 

530 Shipping Forecast 

535 weather. 

6.00 Six O’clock News. 

625 Mammon. 

630 A Rabble m the Rand. Sheena 
McDonald talks to the first of six 
pubfc figures about a single 
childhood event which has had 
an effect on thewaduh fives. 
Chad Varah, founder ot the 
Samaritans, discusses learning 
the fads of life at a& 12 from 
the Bishop of Zanzibar. See 
Choree, above. 

720 Kaleidoscope Feature, ftnd 
Aten talks to the theatrical show- 
man and fixer Bill KenwrighL 

730 On These Days. 

8.50 Saturday Night Theatre: The 
Casebook of Sherlock Holmes. 
By Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Fcur classic mysteries starring 
Clive Merrison as Holmes and 
Michael Williams as Dr Wat- 
son. (R) 

935 Classics with Kay. 

930 Ten to Ten. 

939 Warner. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Late Night Theatre: Water- 
land. By Graham Swift, drama- 
tised in three parts by Steve 
Chambers. With Roy Marsden. 


Tom Bevan and Deborah Find- 
lay. Part 2. 

11.15 QuIntessenbaJly Flum- 
moxed. {RT 

1130 Stanza. Simon Armitage ex- 
amines the poetry and life of 
Robert Graves to find out if Ire Is 
a model for today's poets. 

12.00 News. 

1230 Late Story: An Actor's Tale - 
Big Fish. Written and read by 
Steven Berkoff. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

1.00 As World Service. 

530 Inshore Forecast 

531 Bells on Sunday. 

5-55-6.00am Shipping Forecast 

Radio 4 LW 

(9Z4-943MHZ IM. 198Utz WO 

11. 00- 1.00pm Test Match Spe- 
cial. Coverage of the third day’s 
play In the Sixth Test 

1.10~7.00ptn Test Match Special. 

Radio 5 

(693 9Q9WzUN! 

6.00am Dirty Tackle 630 The 
Breakfast Programme 9.00 Week- 
end 1130 Tap Gear 1130 Sick as 
a Parrot 12.00 SportscalJ 1.00 
Spot on Five 6.06 Stx-O-Six 8.00 
The Treatment 9.00 Daltyn UK 
1030 Brief Lives 1030 Asian Par- 
spective 11.00 News Extra 1230 
After Hours 2.00 Up AH Night 

5.00- 6.00Bm Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

(100-1 0L9M&FH 

6.00am Jarre Markham 9.00 
Countdown 12.00 Masters of 
Their Art 1.00 Alan Mann 3.00 
Margaret Howaid 6.00 Gardening 
Forum (RJ 7.00 Opera Guide 

8.00 Evening Concert 10.00 The 
Classic Quiz 12.00 Sally Peterson 

2.00 Evening Concert 4.00- 
6.00am Sally Peterson 

Virgin Radio 

fI215. ] 197-I2S(MHz W KBJJIWr HO 
630am Lynn Parsons 9.00 Nicky 
Home 1240 Jeremy Ctark 3.00 
The Virgin Album Chart with Robin 
Banks 6.00 Richard Porter 10.00 
Jatrey Lee Grace 2306.00am 
John H epper 

World Service 

IlSBUbLM 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 Letter 
from America 1.45 Britain Today 
2.00 Newsdesk 230 Encyclopae- 
dia Histories 3.00 Newsday 330 
Music Review 4.00 World News 
4.05 World Business Review 
4.15 Sports Roundup 430 From 
Our Own Correspondent 5.30 

Newsdesk 5306.00am Gkroal 
Business 


sun 

7.00am My Little Pony (10507). 
730 Street Sharks (99014). 830 
Press Your Luck (326561 830 Love 
Connection (64255). 9.00 Quantum 
Leap (29830 j. 10.00 Kung Fu 
(28526J. 11.00 Legends iff the Hid- 
den City (95J49J. 1130 Sea Rescue 
(96878). 12.00 Wrestling (81410). 

1.00 Wrestling (67830). 2.00 Star 
Trek (64830). 3.00 Star Trek: The 
Next Generation (90694). 4.00 
Beach Patrol (79101). 5.00 Pacific 
Blue (6323). 6.00 The Adventures of 
Slnbad (87694). 7.00 Tarzan: The 
Epic Adventure (13033). 8.00 Rene- 
gade (22781). 9.00 Cops I (75385). 
930 Cops II (99439). 10.00 Law 
and Onfer (12304). 11.00 LA Law 
129255). 1230 The Movie Show 
(722981. 1230 LAPD (26521). 

130 Dream On (99637). 130 Reve- 
lations (82106). 2.00630am Hit 
Mb Long Play (2668540). 

SHT2 

7.00pm Supertxiy (2719615). 730 
Superboy (5776472). 8.00 Kung Fii 
(8 186743). 9.00 Pacific Drive 
(8189830). 11.00 In the Heat of the 
Ni^rt (8)37033). 12.006 00am Hit 
Mix Long Play (8039366). 

MWECHMKL 
625am Freddie as FR07 
(73306304). 8.00 Bermuda Triangle 
(86052). 10.00 Bathe Cry 
(557656). 1230 Sirocco* 
(91224781) 2.15 The Cape Town 
Affair (996762). 4.00 Young Indiana 
Jones and the Attack ot the Hawtanen 
(9897). 6.00 The Almost Perfect 
Bank Robbery 04762). 8.00 Crim- 
son Tide (26507). 10.00 Things » 

Do in Denver when You're Dead 
045439). 1135 Dream Lover 
(508304). 1.40 The Seventh Sioi 
( 112540 1 325 Student Affairs 
(733)63). 5.006.00am The Travels 
of Marco Polo (10279). 

9fr MOVIES 

6.00am The Long Ride (5 0946). 

8.00 Start the Revolution without Me 
(68410). 10.00 Puf'rfSttif 
(38261439). 1135 Junior 
(46418323). 125 Dallas: The Early 
Ybais (42726052) 3M The Long 
Ride (382830). 520 Loch Ness 
(39)58694). 7.00 Junior (25439). 
930 Amanda and the Alien (27236). 

11.00 Ernmanuelle 2 1 820878). 
1235 Croowyn (764231). 230 Jall- 
breakum (4424453). 3.506.00am 
Desperate tor Love (79633927). 

SO MOIRES GOLD 

6 . 00 pm The House on Carroll Street 
(9707675). 8.00 The Hot Rock 
(9702120). 10.00 Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels (9072762) 11.55 De- 
tenseiess (8345236). 1.40 Quintet 


(4876328). 3.4C-535am Robin and 
the Seven Hoods (2260927) 

90 SPORTS 1 ' 

7.00am Hold the Back Page 
(13878). 8.00 Aerobics (624)0). 
630 Racing (6)78)). 9.00 Golf 
(70675). 1030 Super League 
(40743) 12.00 Sports Saturday 
(773)965). 530 Bobby Charlton's 
Football (99694). 7.00 Wbtersports 
(5)2)7). 8.00 Cricket -Sixth Test 
Engand v Australia (6478)). 10.00 
Tennis (78)20). 1130 Golf - Euro- 
pean Open 135)68). 1.00 Cricket - 
Sixth Test England v Australia 
(540761 3.004.30am Rugby: South 
Africa v Australia (69)44). 

SKY SPORTS Z 

7.00am Sports Centre (5297385). 

8.00 Soccer AM (9609859). 12.00 
Goff (3984410). 130 Wild Spirits 
(7447149) 2.00 Rugby Union 
(571 5507). 4,00 Rugby South Africa 
v Australia (556)2)7). 630 Motor 
Sport (9952410). 930 Rugby: South 
Africa v Australia (7969526). 11.00 
Rugby Union (205)656). 12.30- 

I. 00am Wild Spirits (3950453). 

SKT SPORTS 3 

12.00noon Powerboat and Jet Ski 
(704)0859). 1230 World Sport 
(12588781) 1.00 Dragsters 
(60)2)930). 130 Golf: European 
Open (36050743). 6.00 Winning 
Post (74327507). 830 World Sport 
(7)963897). 830 Inside the Senior 
PGA Tour (7)942304). 930 US PGA 
Gotf: NEC World Series (74321323). 

I I. 00-12.00mld night A Golfer’s Trav- 
els U4562S88). 

LIVE TV 

630 Fashion 630 Agony 7j00 Look- 
ing for Love 7.15 Ftet Squad 730 
Game of Two Scarves 8.00 Agony 
830 Looking for Love 8 A5 Ffet 
Squad 9.00 Revelations 930 Fashion 
1030 A Game of Two Scarves 1030 
Looking for Love 1045 Pet Squad 
11-00 Agony 1130 Fate and Fortune 

12.00 Why Files? 1230 Revelations 

1.00 Looking for Love 1.15 Pet 
Squad 130 Agony 230 Canary 
Wharf 3.00 Fate and Fortune 330 
Looking far Love 345 Pet Squad 
430 Fashion 430 Game of Two 
Scarves 530 Agpny 530 Eva’s Sev- 
enties Pop Show 630 Fashion 630 
Sport 7.00 Game of Two Scarves 
730 Agony 830 Who Dares Wins 
830 Fate and Ffortuie 9.00 Why 
Files? 930 Fashion 10.00 Topless . 
Darts; Sport 1030 Game of Two 
Scarves 11.00 Topless Darts-, Sex 
1130 Exotica Erotica 1230 Ptea- 
suredome 1.00 Private Dancer 130 
Sex 2.00 Exotica Erotica 3.00 Private 
Dancer 330 Sex 4.00 Exotica Erotica 

5.00 Sport 530-6.0Qam Shopping 




CUE 

BOW 

WAY 

TAX 

HAD 


FIRE tflTiMER^C 

. j ■ .. .. _■ ■. 

COVE INSET S C 
REST HbRINgB ^" 
FEND |}MANLYi Sr 

LACE HEAVE|~iiC 

b-- -..-Wl. 


In each oval place a letter which can be added 
to the three words alongside to give another 
word in each case. (No plurals allowed). The 
letter can be added in any position but the order 
of the existing letters must be not be changed. 
When completed the letters will give a word 
reading downwards. 

What is It? 

Solve this puzzle and you could earn a challenge certificate 
from Mensa, the high IQ society. Clip the coupon for farther 
details and a copy of our Home IQ Tfest 




The answer is 

Name 

Address 


POttto: 

Mensa, FREEPOST. . 
WbfecrinmpttaVV218K 


Postcode' 
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